Rare  Coin  Review 


Box  1224  •  Wolfeboro,  NH  03894 


Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries,  Inc 


a*.  »•.  'x^2agB^^5gS5ffi»i 

.  v  v  -  jSjS 

SjSjv?  * 

/  il SEw* 

wv-OTrJvt' *U^|y  » jH^rvr  *iT 

'  S'vL^T*  l^S® 

pr^  HB 

V**  ""I--  - 

_  >  /■  ~f;  y^-A 

[ST? 

bfiftg 

.  ww*  jfl 

1^1 

■ 

ptx> 

il 

■f  Nl 

H 

aFfyiittif 

^■nsa 

K-’ 

ST  ^  ^  jgff  ® 

mS*sL^  W  Vr'  *  Z*"v\ <T^2km  * r 

Ft** 


Eliasberg  Coin  Sale 
Breaks  All  Records! 


Famous  1804 
Silver  Dollar 
Sells  for  $1,815,000! 


Bowers  and  Merena, 


Photographs  from  the 
Eliasberg  auction  in  this 
issue  are  by  Lynn  Saville. 


Above:  Dave  Bowers  (left)  congratulates  leading  buyers  Greg  Roberts 
and  Jay  Parrino  at  the  conclusion  of  the  sale.  Consignor  Richard  A. 
Eliasberg  is  to  the  right. 

Above  right:  Dave  as  auctioneer  at  the  podium. 

Far  right:  John  Babalis  of  our  auctioneer  team  autographs  the  catalogue 
of  an  appreciative  bidder. 


Eliasberg  Collection  Cumulative  Total 
— —  Over  $44,000,000 


«  Dave's  Desk 


Welcome  to  Rare  Coin  Review  No.  1 17.  This  issue,  perhaps 
more  than  any  other  recent  number,  has  an  exceptional  diversity 
of  articles,  fillers,  and,  of  course,  coins  for  sale.  Each  and  every 
coin  is  actually  available  as  of  press  time.  However,  many  coins 
are  one  of  a  kind  in  our  stock,  and  items  tend  to  sell  quickly.  With 
this  in  mind,  if  you  can  provide  alternate  choices  this  will  help  us  (second  choices  will 
not  be  used  unless  the  first  items  are  sold).  Here,  deep  in  the  heart  of  New  England, 
we  are  Grand  Central  in  the  rare  coin  business.  We  really  enjoy  all  of  the  business  you 
send  our  way. 

Coins  in  this  issue  begin  with  silver  dollars  and  include  hundreds  of  new 
purchases.  Morgan  silver  dollars,  the  most  popular  non-current  American  numis¬ 
matic  series,  offer  many  opportunities.  Ifyou  are  just  beginning  a  basic  set  of  dates  and 
mintmarks  or  if  your  set  is  well  underway,  you’ve  come  to  the  right  place.  Always,  the 
coins  are  of  excellent  quality,  having  been  selected  with  care. 

I  happen  to  think  that  coin  collecting  is  the  best  hobby  ever  invented.  1  have 
spent  most  of  my  life  (since  the  age  of  13)  as  a  numismatist,  and  1  have  enjoyed  every 
milestone  along  the  way.  It  was  in  1932  that  I  seriously  collected  my  first  coins  and 
in  1953  that  I  began  in  a  small  way  as  a  dealer.  Today  in  1997,  having  been  a 
numismatist  for  45  years  (although  I  am  only  58  years  old),  I  can  reflect  on  a  wonderful 
life  of  fine  coins,  people,  and  memories — and  I  still  have  youthful  enthusiasm  as  I  look 
forward  to,  hopefully,  many  more  years  in  the  hobby  and  business. 

Buyers  acquire  coins  for  different  reasons.  To  me,  two  of  the  most  interesting 
aspects  are  completion  of  a  set  and,  separately,  the  contemplation  of  a  coin 's  history. 
Concerning  the  former,  an  1877  Indian  cent,  1893-S  dollar,  1877  Shield  nickel,  or 
1873  two-cent  piece  needed  to  complete  a  collection  is  always  an  attraction. 
Concerning  a  coin’s  history,  when  I  see  a  common  1909  V.D.B.  cent  or  1883  Liberty 
Head  nickel  (the  variety  without  CENTS  on  the  reverse),  or  a  rare  MCMVII  High 
Relief  gold  $20,  I  think  of  the  incredible  history  such  coins  possess. 

Coins  can  also  be  a  store  of  value.  No  doubt  one  of  the  attractions  many  buyers 
experience  is  that  a  fine  collection,  gathered  with  care  over  time,  is  a  fine  store  of 
financial  value.  Assuming  that  the  coin  market  and  economic  conditions  are  right,  a 
fine  collection  will  often  yield  its  owner  an  attractive  profit.  Coins  are  readily 
marketable  and  choice,  attractive  pieces  are  always  in  demand. 

Now  to  the  present  Rare  Coin  Review.  The  objective  of  this  catalogue  is  to 
acquaint  you  with  our  inventory  and  to  encourage  you  to  order  coins  you  find 
interesting.  Gail  Watson,  whose  office  is  next  to  mine,  is  on  the  other  end  of  the 
telephone  line  at  1  -800-222-5993  to  take  your  coin  order.  Mark  Borckardt  (our  senior 
numismatist)  and  I  are  on  hand  to  help  in  any  way  we  can.  When  we  buy  a  coin  for 
stock  we  consider  it  carefully  to  determine  that,  in  our  opinion,  it  is  a  fine  specimen 
of  its  grade,  that  it  has  nice  eye  appeal,  and  offers  a  good  value  for  the  price  paid.  We 
want  you  to  find  that  each  coin,  upon  your  personal  inspection  in  your  home  or  office, 
is  exactly  what  you  would  like  to  have  as  part  of  your  collection.  As  you  have  the  final 
word  in  the  matter,  we  offer  you  a  seven-day  money-back  guarantee  (for  certified 
coins)  and  30-day  money-back  guarantee  for  others.  Moreover,  we  can  finance  at  no 
interest  charge  almost  any  purchase  up  to  90  days,  or,  for  an  appropriate  interest  fee, 
a  longer  period  of  time. 

Enjoy  this  issue  of  The  Rare  Coin  Review.  Give  Gail  a  call  to  order  the  coins  you 
would  like,  or  ask  for  Mary  or  Donna  in  our  Publications  Department  for  the  books  you 
want  to  add  to  your  library.  Before  you  know  it,  a  nice  package  will  arrive  from  us. 

Thank  you  for  your  business.  We  all  appreciate  it! 

Sincerely, 


Q.  David  Bowers 
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Details  from  the  1860  Currier  &  Ives 
print,  Mount  Washington  and  the  White  Moun¬ 
tains  from  the  Valley  of  Conway.  Sketched  by 
Frances  Palmer  over  135  years  ago,  the  scene 
is  reminiscent  of  much  of  the  state  in  which 
Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  is  located,  and 
is  about  40  miles  from  where  we  live.  From 
deep  within  in  the  heart  of  New  England,  we 
are  “action  central”  in  the  coin  business  and 
buy,  sell,  and  auction  coins  worldwide. 

P.S.  For  a  nice  selection  of  Currier  &  Ives 
prints  for  sale,  ideal  for  display  in  your  home 
and  office,  see  page  52  in  this  Rare  Coin 
Review. 
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U.S.  SILVER  DOLLARS 

Coins  for*  Sale 


Silver  dollars!  Silver  dollars!  More  silver  dollars! 
We  have  been  emphasizing  silver  dollars  (especially 
Morgan  issues  1878-1921,  but  including  others  as 
well)  in  our  recent  buying  trips  around  the  coun¬ 
try.  If  silver  dollars  are  your  forte,  you’ve  come  to 
the  right  place! 

Use  this  listing  to  add  to  your  specialized  collec¬ 
tion  or  set  of  design  types.  We  guarantee  you  will 
be  pleased! 

Draped  Bust  Dollars 

1795  BB-52.  B-15.  VG-8.  First  year  of  the  Draped 
Bust  motif  (by  artist  Gilbert  Stuart)  in  the 
American  coinage  series . 795 


Pleasing  (and  rare)  1797  $1 


1796  BB-61.  B-4.  Small  Date,  Large  Letters. 
EF-40.  Attractive  light  gray  toning  with  some 
traces  of  original  mint  lustre.  A  very  pleasing 

example  of  this  rare  issue . 3,595 

1796  BB-65.  B-5.  Stars  8x7,  Small  Letters.  VG-10 
(PCGS).  Scarce  in  all  grades . 895 


Famous  1797  Small  Letters  $1 


1797  BB-72.  B-2.  Small  Letters.  VF-25 
(ANACS).  Of  the  three  die  varieties  of  the  1797 
year,  the  Small  Letters  reverse  is  the  most  fa¬ 
mous.  In  past  years  a  great  degree  of  rarity  has 


been  ascribed  to  this  issue,  with  some  promi¬ 
nent  cataloguers  stating  that  only  20  to  30  are 
known  in  all  grades.  In  actuality,  the  number  is 
probably  closer  to  a  couple  hundred,  but  in  ab¬ 
solute  terms  this  remains  one  of  the  more  elu¬ 
sive  major  varieties  of  the  era . 3,350 

The  Small  Letters  reverse  die  used  on  this  variety  was 
also  employed  on  dollars  dated  1795,  1796,  and  1798,  and 
is  the  most  famous  reverse  of  the  early  issues. 


Beautiful  1798  Small  Eagle  Dollar 
15  Obverse  Stars,  Small  Letters 


1798  15  BB-81.  Stars  on  Obverse,  Small  Eagle, 
Small  Letters  AU50  (NGC).  Light  silver  sur¬ 


faces  with  traces  of  golden  toning.  Highly  lus¬ 
trous  fields.  An  outstanding  example  at  the  AU 
grade  level,  a  pleasing  piece  which  will  be  a  credit 
to  an  advanced  collection.  To  our  mind  the  1798 
combining  1 5  obverse  stars  with  the  small  let¬ 
ters  reverse  has  always  been  a  landmark  in  the 
silver  dollar  series.  Indeed,  this  is  the  only  1798 
silver  dollar  with  1 5  obverse  stars;  all  others  have 
the  regulation  1 3.  It  seems  a  likely  circumstance 
that  this  obverse  die  was  made  in  1795  or  before 
June  1796,  when  15  stars  were  standard  (after 
which  time  13  stars  were  used).  The  die  was  com¬ 
pleted  except  for  punching  in  the  date,  and  re¬ 
mained  unfinished  and  stored  in  a  mint  vault. 
In  early  1798  the  incomplete  die  had  the  date 
1798  added,  and  was  at  that  time  used  to  strike 
the  variety  here  offered.  The  reverse  is  similarly 
important  as  it  represents  the  final  use  of  the  small 
letters  reverse  die,  first  used  to  coin  1795  BB-51 
silver  dollars,  then  1796  BB-62,  BB-63,  and  BB- 
66,  followed  by  1797  BB-72.  A  highlight  among 

our  recent  purchases . 12,500 

1798  BB-123,  B-25.  Large  Eagle.  EF-45 
(NGC).  An  attractive  specimen  the  specialist 
will  enjoy. .  1,450 


Dr.  T.L.  Writes 


“Dear  David: 

I’ve  been  saving  a  few  things  to  write 
you.  The  arrival  of  your  new  book  on  Flying 
Eagle  and  Indian  cents  prompted  me  to  do 
it  now. 

“Your  new  book  arrived  today.  It  was  a 
slow  day  at  work  so  I  spent  a  fair  amount  of 
time  reading  it,  and  it  looks  to  be  a  winner! 
Although  I  have  some  other  books,  yours  has 
a  great  amount  ol  ‘flesh’  on  the  ‘skeleton.’  I 
look  forward  to  many  more  hours  of  enjoy¬ 
able  reading  before  I  reach  the  last  page. 
Meanwhile,  I  have  been  skipping  around 
and  reading  parts  of  interest. 

“That  said,  I  was  enjoying  in  particular 
the  section  on  patterns.  I  was  trying  to  count 
the  leaves  on  the  laurel  wreath  on  page  479, 
lower  left  hand  image.  There  seem  to  be  too 
many  acorns  on  that  laurel  wreath!  [A  photo 
of  a  large-cent  pattern  was  used  in  error.] 

“I  also  wanted  to  let  you  know  why  I  trust 


you  with  my  business.  My  wife  and  I  attended 
the  Eliasberg  sale  in  May,  and  everything  was 
conducted  professionally.  I  have  purchased 
other  coins  through  you  and  regularly  succeed 
at  auction  at  or  well  below  my  maximum 
bids.... 

“Finally,  regarding  new  collectors.  My 
son  has  the  collecting  bug,  but  for  sports 
cards,  Star-Wars  cards,  and  the  like.  I  re¬ 
cently  started  taking  him  with  me  to  coin 
shows.  We  bought  a  MS-66  1 9 1 3  T ype  One 
Buffalo  nickel  together.  The  dealer  gave  us  a 
great  price,  ‘only  because  it’s  for  your  son.' 
Mike,  now  1 1 ,  is  excited  to  complete  a  nickel 
five-cent  type  set!  Who  knows,  maybe  it’s  the 
start  of  something?  He  is  also  thinking  of  a 
good  topic  for  the  PNG  essay  contest. 

“I  know  you’re  busy  so  don’t  feel  like  you 
have  to  respond.  Just  wanted  to  write.  Hope 
to  see  you  soon  in  New  York  City  for  the  final 
Eliasberg  sale!” 
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lioliiT)  III  Hollars 


Byron  Reed’s  1856  Dollar 


IINITKH 


“Economy”  Gobrecht  Dollar 


1836  J-60.  Proof- 10  (PCGS).  An  attractive  and 
quite  worn  example,  a  circulation  strike,  origi¬ 
nal,  that  saw  service  in  the  channels  of  com¬ 
merce.  Ideal  for  the  type  or  date  set  of  the 

economy-minded  buyer. . 3,750 

In  1836  some  1,000  Gobrecht  dollars  were  minted, 
followed  by  600  more  from  1836-dated  dies  early  in 
1837.  Most  of  these  were  placed  into  circulation  at  face 
value. 

Liberty  Sealed  Dollars 

1840  AU-58  (NGC).  Highly  lustrous.  Silver 
surfaces  with  light  toning.  Another  of  our 
recent  purchases.  As  a  general  rule,  Dave 
Bowers  of  our  staff  really  likes  1840  silver 
dollars  and  buys  them  whenever  he  can,  as¬ 
suming  that  they  are  attractive  and  the  price 
is  right . 1,595 

1840  AU-50  (PCI).  The  1840  Liberty  Seated  dol¬ 

lar  in  high  grades  (AU  or  finer)  is  quite  a  bit 
rarer  than  current  catalogues  reflect,  in  our 
opinion . 750 

1 84 1  AU-5 5  (PCGS) .  Scarce  in  higher  grades  such 

as  this . 750 

1 842  AU-53  (PCGS).  Intermingled  pink  and  cham¬ 

pagne  iridescence,  with  most  of  the  original 
mint  lustre  still  surviving . 650 

1843  EF-45 . 375 

Memorable  1848  Silver  Dollar 


1849  AU-50  (PCGS) . 625 

1850-0  AU-55  (NGC).  A  very  attractive  example, 
a  winning  specimen  from  the  aspect  of  high 
quality  and  visual  appeal.  Offered  at  a  fraction 
of  the  price  you  might  expect  to  pay  for  a  higher 
grade  Mint  State  specimen.  Another  one  of  our 

new  purchases . 1,435 

1853  AU-55  (PCGS).  Quite  scarce  in  all  grades. 
It  is  believed  that  most  of  the  mintage  was 
shipped  to  the  Orient  and  melted . 1 ,295 


Notable  1854  $1  Rarity 


1854  AU-55  (PCGS).  Attractive  and  lightly 
toned.  Very  sharply  struck.  An  incredibly  dif¬ 
ficult  Liberty  Seated  dollar  to  acquire  at  this 
grade  level .  5,395 

Marvelous  Gem  Proof  1856  $1 


1856  Proof-65  (PCGS).  A  superb  gem  specimen, 
one  of  the  very  finest  in  existence  of  this  two- 
way  rarity.  First,  as  a  date  the  1856  is  one  of 
the  most  elusive  in  the  entire  Liberty  Seated 
series.  Nearly  all  business  strikes  were  melted 
or  exported.  Even  an  AU  would  be  a  major 
rarity,  and  a  Mint  State  coin  would  be  a  land¬ 
mark.  Proofs  were  struck  in  limited  numbers 
for  collectors — just  a  few  dozen  coins  in  all. 
Of  these,  the  present  specimen  is  one  of  the 
very  finest  to  survive.  Surfaces  are  toned  light 
golden  over  deep  mirror  background.  The 
strike  is  needle  sharp.  If  you  offered  to  pay 
twice  our  price,  we  doubt  if  you  could  find 
this  coin’s  equal.  A  gem  that  will  grace  the  fin¬ 
est  cabinet  of  silver  dollars .  29,875 


1848  MS-62  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning  over 
brilliant  surfaces.  An  especially  nice  example. 
Often  a  span  of  years  will  elapse  between  our 
offerings  of  an  1848  of  this  remarkable  qual¬ 
ity.  .  5,295 

1 848  is  very  important  due  to  the  low  mintage  of  just 
1  5,000  coins,  one  of  the  smallest  in  the  series. 


See  our  book  section  for 
discounts  on  great  books. 
The  key  to 

success  is  knowledge! 


1856  AU-55  (PCGS).  Ex  Byron  Reed  Collection; 

acquired  by  Byron  Reed  of  Omaha,  NE,  prior 
to  1891,  and  held  in  his  estate  collection  until 
auctioned  by  Christie’s  in  1996.  The  present 
coin  has  nearly  all  of  its  original  mint  lustre,  is 
lightly  toned,  and  shows  some  normal  areas  of 
light  striking.  As  a  class,  high-grade  business 
strikes  of  1856  are  exceedingly  rare ,  and  often  a 
span  of  years  elapses  between  our  offerings  of 
them.  For  the  knowing  specialist,  this,  indeed, 
is  a  formidable  rarity  and  an  important  oppor¬ 
tunity.  . 2,835 

1857  EF-45  (PCGS).  Very  rare  in  business  strike 
form.  Nearly  all  were  shipped  to  the  Orient.  1 ,395 

Choice  Mint  State  1859  $1 


1859  MS-63  (PCGS).  Very  lustrous  and  brilliant. 
In  true  Mint  State  condition,  this  is  one  of  the 
rarest  dates  of  the  entire  Liberty  Seated  series 
and  is  very  much  underrated . 4,950 

Mint  State  1860-0  Dollar 


1860-0  MS-63  (PCGS).  Most  probably  from  the 
Treasury  hoard  of  this  variety,  most  examples 
from  which  have  been  widely  scattered.  2,650 
Most  Treasury  hoard  pieces  were  very  “baggv  The 
present  specimen,  while  having  enough  hagmarks  to  merit 
the  MS-63  grade,  is  nicer  than  about  60%  of  the  Treasun 
pieces  and,  thus,  is  a  prize  for  the  quality -conscious  buyer 
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Seldom  Seen  1861  Dollar 


HNITUII 


1861  AU-55  (PCGS).  Seldom  seen  in  high-grade 
business  strike  form,  this  recently  purchased 
1861  will  be  a  source  of  pride  and  joy  to  its 
next  owner.  Rare!  Rare!  Rare! . 2,650 


Gem  Proof  1863  Rarity 


1863  Proof-64  (NGC).  Light  champagne  and 
blue  toning  over  deep  mirror  surfaces.  One  of 
the  finest  we've  ever  offered  of  this  highly 
prized  date.  The  1 863  is  a  rarity  in  any  and  all 
grades . 6,350 


Splendid  Mint  State  1863  Si 


1 863  MS-63  (NGC).  Satiny  lustre  on  obverse  and 
reverse.  Sharply  struck  and  very  well  detailed. 
A  magnificent  specimen  of  a  Liberty  Seated  sil¬ 
ver  dollar  issue  that  is  very  rare  in  Mint  State, 
and  even  more  elusive  at  the  high  level  here  pre¬ 
sented.  A  find  for  the  connoisseur  and  special¬ 
ist . 6,650 

While  Proofs  of  the  late  1 8 50s  and  1860s  were  sold  to 
collectors  to  preserve  with  varying  degrees  of  care  and  custo¬ 
dianship,  Mint  State  pieces  were  not  deliberately  set  aside, 
and  the  survival  today  of  pieces  such  as  this  beautiful  1863 
is  strictly  a  matter  of  chance.  Thus,  for  all  dates  choice  Mint 
Srarc  coins  are  far  rarer  than  equivalent  Proofs. 

1  863  AU-55.  Delightful  gold  and  lilac  toning,  with 
most  of  the  original  lustre  still  surviving.  A  rar- 
iry  in  all  business  strike  grade  levels . 1,795 


Byron  Reed’s  1864  Dollar 


1864  Proof-63.  Ex  Byron  Reed  of  Omaha,  NE. 

Acquired  by  Reed  circa  the  1880s  and  retained 
in  the  Reed  Collection  for  over  a  century.  A 
splendid  coin  with  gray-toned  surfaces.  Excel¬ 
lent  strike,  excellent  appearance,  notable  pedi¬ 
gree — all  of  this  in  addition  to  the  1864  being 
one  of  the  most  prized  Liberty  Seated  dollar 
dates  in  this  grade  range . 2,900 

1865  AU-53.  A  highly  prized  rarity  in  this  grade 

(and  just  about  any  other  grade,  too).  Nearly 
all  high-grade  pieces  on  the  market  are  Proofs; 
AU  and  Mint  State  business  strikes  are  rari¬ 
ties .  1,450 

Blazing  Proof-63  1871  $1 


1871  Proof-63.  A  handsome,  brilliant  example. 
The  devices  are  sharp  and  frosty  and  the  fields 
are  glittering  mirrors.  Ideal  for  either  a  type  or 


date  set . 2,850 

1872  F-12 . 175 


Morgan  Dollars 

Morgan  dollars  are  fascinating  to  collect,  and  at 
today’s  market  prices  and  with  the  famous  Bowers 
and  Merena  quality,  the  present  listing  offers  many 
opportunities,  including  many  pieces  from  our  re¬ 
cent  buying  trips  and  other  purchases. 

Minted  from  1878  through  1 92 1 ,  Morgan  dol¬ 
lars  comprise  nearly  100  dates,  mintmarks,  and 
truly  major  varieties.  Remarkably,  the  majority 
of  these  can  be  purchased  in  Mint  State  for  less 
than  several  hundred  dollars  a  coin,  and  some  of 
them  are  below  $100  or  even  below  $50 — and 
this  is  for  choice  pieces!  No  wonder  that  they  are 
so  popular. 

In  this  issue  we  offer  a  virtually  complete  se¬ 
lection.  Each  coin  has  been  hand  picked  for  its 
quality,  and  is  priced  to  be  a  good  value.  If  Mor¬ 
gan  dollars  are  your  specialty,  you  will  be  de¬ 


lighted  with  our  quality  and,  the  value  for  the 
price  paid.  We  guarantee  it! 

Our  listings  are  in  two  formats — individual  de¬ 
scriptions  as  well  as  a  “grid”  for  easy  reference. 
The  two  are  somewhat  different,  so  be  sure  to 
check  both. 

1878  8  Tailleathers.  MS-64.  Brilliant.  As  always, 
emphasis  is  on  QUALITY.  This  listing  has 
many  great  opportunities,  beginning  right 

here!  .  185 

1878  Doubled  Tailfeathers  (7/8  TF).  MS-65.  Bril¬ 
liant.  Ever  popular  “changeover”  variety. ..  1,850 
1878  VAM-38.  Doubled  Tailleathers.  MS-64 

(PCI).  Brilliant . 275 

1 878  VAM-38.  Doubled  Tailfeathers.  MS-63.  Bril¬ 
liant . 112 

1878  VAM-41A.  Doubled  Tailfeathers.  MS-64, 

DMPL.  (NGC).  Brilliant .  1,395 

1 878-CC  MS-64,  deep  mirror  prooflike . 595 

1878-CC  MS-64  (NGC).  Attractive  light  golden 

toning . 185 

1 878-CC  VAM-2.  AU-50 . 59 

1878-S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 219 

1878-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 56 

1878-S  MS-64  (ANACS).  Lightly  toned . 56 

1878-S  MS-64  (PCI).  Brilliant . 56 


1879-CC  Capped  Die.  (more  correctly  described 
as  Large  CC  Mintmark  over  Small  CC 
Mintmark).  MS-63  (PCI).  Deep  golden  pe¬ 


ripheral  toning . 2,695 

1 879-CC  AU-50  (NGC).  Deeply  toned . 850 

1879-CC  Capped  Die.  EF-45.  Key  issue . 319 

1879-0  MS-64.  Brilliant . 420 

1879-0  MS-64  (PCI).  Brilliant . 420 

1879-0  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 55 

1879-0  AU-58.  Brilliant . 27 

1 879-S  Reverse  of  1 878.  MS-63  (ANACS).  Lightly 

toned . 325 

1 879-S  Reverse  of  1878.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant . 325 


1 879-S  Reverse  of  1878.  MS-61  .(PCGS).  Brilliant 
with  a  trace  of  toning  on  the  reverse,  (a.k.a.  2nd 
Reverse  per  the  Guide  Book).  One  of  our  favorite 
Morgan  varieties  here  at  Bowers  and  Merena. 
Many  times  scarcer  than  the  type  having  the  so- 
called  Reverse  of  1879  (a.k.a.  3rd  Reverse).  1 19 
1 879-S  Reverse  of  1878.  MS-60.  Brilliant.  ...  105 
1 879-S  Reverse  of  1878.  MS-60  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant .  105 

1 879-S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 125 

1880  8/7.  VAM-9  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant.  .235 
1880  MS-64.  Brilliant . 77 
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1880  MS-64  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 77 

1880-CC  Reverse  of  1878.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant.  1  he  Reverse  of  78  is  about  four  times  rarer 

than  the  regular  reverse  of  this  year . 1,795 

1880-CC  Reverse  of  1878.  VAM-4.  MS-64 
(PCGS).  Brilliant.  You  11  like  the  quality! .  595 

1880-CC  MS-65.  Brilliant . 639 

1880-CC  MS-64  (GSA).  Brilliant . 255 

1  880-CC  VAM-5.  8/High  7.  3rd  Reverse.  MS-63 

(PCI) . 195 

1880-CC  MS-63  (GSA).  Brilliant . 185 

1880-CC  MS-62  (GSA).  Brilliant . 170 

1880-CC  MS-60.  Brilliant . 165 


1880-0  MS-63.  Brilliant . 325 

1880-0  MS-63  (PCI).  Brilliant . 325 

1880-0  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 100 

1880-0  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 100 

1880-0  MS-61  (NGC).  B  rilliant . 63 

1880-0  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 63 

1880-0  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 40 

1880-S  MS-66.  Brilliant . 308 

1880-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 308 

1880-S  MS-65,  prooflike.  Brilliant . 145 

1880-S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 125 

1880-S  MS-65  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 125 

1880-S  MS-64,  deep  mirror  prooflike . 99 


1880- S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 41 

1881  MS-64.  Brilliant . 77 

1881- CC  MS-66  (NGC).  Frosty  lustre.  Brilliant 

at  the  centers,  with  hints  of  rosy  gold  at  the 
rims . 945 

1881-CC  MS-65.  Brilliant . 420 

1881-CC  MS-65  (PCGS).  I  .ight  yellow  peripheral 

toning  on  obverse . 420 

1881-CC  VAM-2.  MS-64  (PCI).  Brilliant . 420 

1881-CC  MS-64.  Brilliant . 239 

1881-CC  MS-64  (GSA).  Brilliant . 239 

1881-CC  MS-63,  prooflike.  (GSA).  Brilliant. 219 
1881-CC  MS-63.  Brilliant . 199 


Of  the  eight  dif¬ 
ferent  mints  that  pro¬ 
duced  United  States 
coins  over  the  years, 
theCarsonCityMint 
is,  perhaps,  the  most 
romantic.  Certainly,  coins  from  that  institution, 
each  bearing  the  mintmark  “CC,”  are  highly 
desired  by  collectors  today. 

Situated  not  far  from  Nevada’s  fabulous 
Comstock  Lode,  which  yielded  vast  amounts 
of  silver  and  gold,  the  Carson  City  Mint 
opened  for  business  in  1870.  From  then 
through  1  885,  and  again  from  1 889  to  1 893, 
silver  and  gold  coins  were  struck  there,  nearly 
always  in  quantities  less  than  other  mints  of 
the  period  (such  as  Philadelphia,  New  Or¬ 
leans,  and  San  Francisco). 

As  numismatists,  we  are  all  fortunate  that 
many  years  ago  Uncle  Sam  produced  more  silver 
dollars  than  the  public  could  use.  The  Bland-Allison  Act 
of  February  1878  mandated  that  the  government  pur¬ 
chase  millions  of  ounces  of  silver  each  month,  and  coin 
it  into  dollars  to  satisfy  Western  political  and  mining 
interests.  Trouble  was  that  there  was  not  that  much 
demand  in  circulation  for  these  silver  dollars,  and  many 
if  not  most  were  put  into  cloth  bags  containing  1 ,000 
coins  each  and  stored  in  Treasury  vaults. 

Over  a  period  of  time,  low-mintage  Carson  City 
Morgan  dollars  became  scarce  and  highly  prized  on  the 
numismatic  market.  7  hen,  decades  later,  it  was 
revealed  that  the  T reasury  Department  still  had 
some  in  storage,  many  at  the  Treasury  Building 
in  Washington,  D.C.,  next  door  to  the  White 


House — where  the  coins  had 
been  moved  in  1911.  How 
exciting!  What  a  surprise!  N u- 
mismatists  were  delighted, 
and  over  a  period  of  time  the 
long-hidden  Carson  City  dol¬ 
lars  were  dispersed.  Today,  the 
government  has  none  remain¬ 
ing,  nor  has  it  had  any  for  a  long 
time.  The  hoard  was  dispersed  by  the  General  Services 
Administration  in  the  1970s. 

Today,  a  complete  set  of  Morgan  silver  dollars  made 
at  the  Carson  City  Mint  includes  the  following  dates: 
1878, 1 879  (quite  rare),  1  880  (two  reverse  varieties  can  be 
collected  for  this  year),  1881,  1882,  1883,  1884,  1885, 
1  889  (very  rare;  the  key  issue  in  the  set),  1890, 1891, 1892 
(somewhat  scarce),  and  1893  (rare).  A  set  of  such  coins 
makes  a  beautiful  display,  one  with  a  lot  of  “Wild  West 
history  and  romance  to  go  with  it.  One  can  imaginatively 
think  of  cowboys,  miners,  gambling  halls,  and  all  sorts  of 
fascinating  things  in  the  era  of  the  “Bonanza  Kings,’’  as  the 
silver  millionaires  of  Nevada  were  called. 

In  connection  with  the  romantic  coins  of  the  Carson 
City  Mint  we  offer  you  the  chance  to  make  a  running  start 
on  a  really  nice  collection!  We  invite  you  to  order  a  Choice 
Uncirculated  (Mint  State-63)  1882-CC,  1883-CC,  or 
1884-CC  silver  dollar,  date  of  our  choice,  $59  plus  $5 
postage  and  handling — still  mounted  in  the  General  Ser¬ 
vices  Administration  plastic  holder  used  by  the  government 
when  the  hoard  was  distributed! 

Or,  if  you  want  to  go  for  some  scarcer  varieties  in  higher 
grades,  we  can  offer  1 880-CC  (slanting  top  arrow  feather 
on  reverse)  or  1 88 1  -CC,  each  MS-64,  for  each,  $  1 99  plus 
$5  postage  and  handling,  also  in  G.S.A.  holders. 


Carson  City  Morgans 
in  G.S.A.  Holders 
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Coin  Quiz 


Coin  Ladies 

by  Q.  David  Bowers 


We  give  clues  concerning  10  different 
women  associated  in  some  way  with  differ¬ 
ent  American  coins  or  numismatic  activi¬ 
ties.  How  many  can  you  identify?  Get  six  or 
more  right,  and  you  are  doing  well.  Get  seven  or  eight  right,  and 
you  are  in  the  expert  class  or  close  to  it.  Get  nine  or  10  correct, 
and  you  should  write  an  article  for  People  magazine. 

1 .  This  lady,  wife  of  Anthony  de  Francisci,  the  sculptor 
who  created  the  motif  of  the  Peace  silver  dollar,  is  said  to  have 
posed  for  the  image  of  Miss  Liberty  on  the  obverse. 

a.  Teresa  Cafarelli. 

b.  Augusta  Saint-Gaudens. 

c.  Flora  Temple. 

d.  Chris  Karstedt. 

2.  This  attractive  young  lady  posed  as  Miss  Liberty  for 
the  1916  Standing  Liberty  quarter.  To  this  day  it  is  a  matter 
of  numismatic  discussion  as  to  whether  her  exposed  upper 
torso  was  naughty  or  whether  it  was  simply  artistic.  No 
matter,  in  1917  Miss  Liberty’s  chest  was  fitted  with  a  cloak 
of  armor,  thus  quite  removing  a  certain  aspect  of  her  anatomy 
from  view.  The  lady  in  question  was: 

a.  Nan  Britton. 

b.  Alice  Roosevelt  Longworth. 

c.  Dora  Doscher. 

d.  Mae  West. 

3.  This  American  artist  and  sculptor  created  several 
varieties  of  commemorative  coins  for  the  United  States  Mint 
beginning  with  the  1982  Washington  250th  birth  anniver¬ 
sary  half  dollar.  Her  work  was  highly  admired  and  garnered 
numerous  awards,  including  Krause  Publications’  Coin  of 
the  Year  honor. 

a.  Nancy  Wilson. 

b.  Elizabeth  Jones. 

c.  Molly  Ockett. 

d.  Martha  Shoemaker. 

4.  We  are  not  sure  if  this  young  lady  ever  appeared  on 
acoin,  specifically  on  the  Indian  Head  cent.  Long-standing 
folklore  states  that  she  did.  On  the  other  hand,  some 
serious-minded  scholars  state  that  the  lady  on  the  Indian 
cent  is  simply  a  variation  of  a  portrait  used  earlier  elsewhere, 


such  as  on  the  1849  gold  $1  and  $20.  She  is: 

a.  Betsy  Ross. 

b.  Barbara  Frietchie. 

c.  Beth  Flagg. 

d.  Sarah  Longacre. 

3*  Said  to  have  financially  aided  Christo¬ 
pher  Columbus,  this  foreign  monarch  appeared 
on  a  legal  tender  U.S.  coin,  an  unprecedented 
occurrence. 

a.  Mary,  Queen  of  Scots. 

b.  Queen  Isabella. 

c.  Princess  Amalie. 

d.  Catherine  the  Great. 


6.  This  lady  is  said  to  have  been  one  of 
several  mistresses  /  dalliances  of  sculptor  Augus¬ 
tus  Saint-Gaudens  and  is  said  by  some  to  have  modeled  for  the 
obverse  of  his  1907  Indian  Head  $10  gold  coin. 

a.  Sarah  Bernhardt. 

b.  Lola  Montez. 

c.  Marion  Davies. 

d.  Davida  Clark. 

7.  Anna  Willess  Williams,  Philadelphia  kindergarten  teacher, 
was  a  friend  of  artist  Thomas  Eakins,  who  introduced  her  to  the 
assistant  engraver  at  the  Mint.  In  due  course,  in  1877,  she 
modeled  for  the  obverse  of  certain  pattern  hall  dollars.  Soon,  the 
portrait  was  copied  for  use  on  another  series,  one  that  became 
very  well  known.  II  you  have  one  of  these  coins  in  your 
collection,  you  can  see  her  image  on  it: 

a.  1885-CC  Morgan  silver  dollar. 

b.  1889  Indian  Head  cent. 

c.  1877  Liberty  Seated  half  dollar. 

d.  1908  gold  $2.50. 

S.  Today  in  1997  this  lady,  Helen  Carmody,  is  known  as  a 
governor  of  the  American  Numismatic  Association  and  as: 

a.  Director  of  the  Denver  Mint  (since  1989). 

b.  Editor  of  The  Numismatist. 

c.  American  ambassador  to  the  Court  of  St.  James  (England). 

d.  Editor  of  The  Commemorative  Trail. 

9 .  When  one  thinks  ol  the  stall  of  the  popular  publication 
Coin  World,  which  one  of  these  ladies  is  a  distinguished  retired 
alumna? 

a.  Candie  Stayton. 

b.  Margo  Russell. 

c.  Ann  Marie  Aldrich. 

d.  Beth  Deisher. 

10  .  Who  is  the  only  First  Lady  ever  to  appear  on  U.S.  currency? 

a.  Martha  Washington. 

b.  Eleanor  Roosevelt. 

c.  Dolley  Madison. 

d.  Mary  Todd  Lincoln. 
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UNITED  STATUS  SILVER  DOLLARS 


1881-CC  MS-63  (GSA).  Brilliant . 199 

1881-CC  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 185 

1881-0  MS-64.  Brilliant . 92 

1881-0  MS-60.  Brilliant . 19 

1881-S  MS-66  (NGC).  Attractive  toning . 308 

1881-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 308 

1881-S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 125 

1881-S  MS-65  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 125 

1881-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Deep  golden  toning  on 

obverse . 125 

1881-S  MS-65  (PCI).  Brilliant . 125 

1881-S  MS-64,  prooflike . 59 

1881-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 41 

1881-S  MS-64.  Lightly  toned . 4 1 

1881-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  golden  peripheral 

toning . 4 1 

1881-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned . 41 


1881-S  MS-63.  Brilliant.  One  of  the  most  popular 
coins  in  the  Morgan  dollar  series.  We  recently 
bought  a  really  nice  group  of  these,  and  they 
are  selling  fast.  If  you  haven’t  yet  bought  one, 


now’s  the  time!  Only . 31 

1882-CC  MS-64.  Brilliant . 98 

1 882-CC  MS-64  (NGC).  Light  golden  peripheral 

toning . 98 

1882-CC  MS-63  (GSA).  Brilliant . 80 

1882-CC  MS-62  (QSA)  Brilliant . 65 

1882-CC  MS-62  (PCI).  Brilliant . 65 

1882-O/S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Popular,  scarce,  and  quite 

curious  “overmintmark”  issue.  Brilliant.  ..  1,050 

1882-O/S  VAM-4.  MS-61  (ANACS) . 235 

1882-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 336 

1882-S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 125 

1882-S  MS-65  (ANACS).  Golden  toning . 125 

1882-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 42 

1882-S  VAM-20.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 31 

1882- S  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 24 

1883  MS-65.  Brilliant . 125 

1883- CC  MS-65.  Brilliant . 225 

1883-CC  MS-64.  Brilliant . 92 

1883-CC  MS-63,  prooflike  (NGC) . 79 

1883-CC  MS-63,  deep  mirror  prooflike . 129 

1883-CC  MS-63.  Brilliant . 73 

1883-CC  MS-63  (GSA).  Brilliant . 73 

1883-CC  MS-62  (GSA).  Brilliant . 63 

1883-CC  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 63 

1883-0  MS-64.  Brilliant . 41 

1883-0  MS-63  (PCGS).  Attractive  rainbow  ton¬ 
ing.  around,  rim . 28 


Order  Today,  Enjoy  Your 
Coins  Tomorrow! 

When  you  order,  ask  for  Gail  Watson  in 
our  Direct  Sales  Department  and  ask  about 
our  overnight  Federal  Express  service.  Just 
$10  on  orders  under  $500;  FREE  above 
that  amount.  Shipments  to  street  addresses 
anywhere  in  the  USA! 

Telephone  your  order  TODAY  by  1 
p.m.  Eastern  time,  and  you’ll  enjoy  them 
tomorrow! 


1883-0  MS-60.  Brilliant . 24 

1883-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Pale  champagne  toning 
complements  the  satiny  surfaces.  Scarce  in  Un¬ 
circulated  grade . 695 

1883- S  AU-55  (NGC).  Brilliant . 179 

1884  MS-65.  Brilliant . 225 

1884  MS-64.  Brilliant . 49 

1884- CC  MS-65.  Brilliant . 225 

1884-CC  MS-64.  Brilliant . 88 

1884-CC  MS-63.  Brilliant . 73 

1884-CC  MS-63  (GSA).  Brilliant . 73 

1884-CC  MS-62  (GSA).  Brilliant . 63 

1884-CC  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 63 

1884-CC  MS-60  (GSA).  Brilliant . 60 

1884-0  MS-65.  Brilliant . 125 

1884-0  MS-65  (PCI).  Brilliant . 125 

1884-0  MS-64.  Brilliant . 41 

1884-0  MS-64  (PCI).  Brilliant . 4l 


Rare  1884-S  Dollar 


1884-S  MS-61  (NGC).  Lustrous  light  silver  gray 
surfaces.  Sharp  strike.  One  of  the  key  dates  in 


the  series  at  this  level . 5,600 

1884-S  AU-58,  prooflike  (ANACS).  Brilliant  with 
light  yellow  toning  at  the  rims . 1,095 

1884- S  AU-53  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 240 

1885  MS-65.  Brilliant . 125 

1885  MS-64.  Brilliant . 41 

1885  MS-64  Nicely  toned . 41 

1885- CC  MS-65.  Brilliant . 469 

1885-CC  VAM-3.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 259 

1885-CC  MS-64.  Brilliant . 259 

1885-CC  MS-63.  Brilliant.  Your  editor  considers 

these  to  be  incredibly  cheap  at  only . 239 

1885-CC  MS-63  (GSA).  Brilliant . 239 

1885-CC  MS-62.  Brilliant . 225 

1885-CC  MS-62  (GSA).  Brilliant . 225 

1885-0  MS-65.  Brilliant . 125 

1885-0  MS-65  (ANACS).  Deep  golden  toning  on 

the  obverse.  The  reverse  is  brilliant . 125 

1885-0  MS-64.  Brilliant . 41 

1885-0  MS-64  (ANACS).  Brilliant  with  light  iri¬ 
descent  toning  on  the  obverse . 41 

1885-0  MS-63.  Brilliant . 29 

1885-0  MS-62.  Brilliant . 25 

1885-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 399 

1885-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 169 

1885-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 140 

1885-S  MS-62  (PCI).  Brilliant . 140 

1886  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 322 

1886  MS-65.  Brilliant . 125 

1886  MS-64.  Brilliant . 42 

1886  MS-63.  Brilliant . 29 


1886  MS-62,  prooflike  (NGC) . 26 

1886  MS-60.  Brilliant . 22 

1886  AU-50.  Brilliant . 20 

1886-0  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 925 

1886-0  MS-62  (PCI).  Brilliant . 925 

1886-0  AU-55  (NGC) . 119 

1886-0  AU-53  (PCGS) . 90 

1 886-0  AU-50,  prooflike  (PCI).  Brilliant.  ...119 

1886-S  MS-63,  prooflike . 295 

1886-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 259 

1886-S  MS-63  (PCI).  Nicely  toned  in  blue  and 

iridescent  hues . 259 

1886- S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 182 

1887/6  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Not  easy  to  find 

in  this  high  grade.  One  of  the  hundreds  of  hand¬ 
picked  Morgan  dollars  recently  added  to  our 

stock . 1,135 

1887/6  VAM-2  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant . 315 

1887/6  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 129 

1887  MS-65.  Brilliant . 125 

1887  MS-65  (NGC).  Attractively  toned . 125 

1887  MS-65  (PCI).  Brilliant . 125 

1887  MS-64.  Brilliant . 42 

1887  MS-64  (PCI).  Brilliant . 42 

1887- 0  MS-64.  Brilliant . 315 

1887-0  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 55 

1887-0  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 29 

1887-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 475 

1887-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 149 

1887- S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 85 

1888  MS-65.  Brilliant . 159 

1888  MS-64,  DMPL.  (NGC) . 1,350 

1888  MS-64,  prooflike  (PCI) . 105 

1888  MS-64.  Brilliant . 49 

1888- 0  MS-64.  Brilliant . 

1888-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 490 

1888-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 219 

1888-S  MS-63  (ANACS).  Attractive  golden  rose 

peripheral  toning . 219 

1888-S  MS-63  (PCI).  Lustrous  with  light  golden 

surfaces . 219 

1888-S  MS-62  (Hallmark).  Brilliant . 169 

1888-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Quality!  You’ve 
come  to  the  right  place! . 169 

1889  MS-65.  Brilliant . 335 

1889  MS-63.  Brilliant . 35 


Delightful  1889-CC  Dollar  Rarity 


1889-CC  MS-62,  DMPL  (PCGS).  An  attractive, 
brilliant  example  of  this  rare  date.  Deep  mir¬ 
rored  fields  surround  cameo  devices  creating  a 
stunning  visual  treat.  One  of  the  great  kev  is¬ 
sues  in  the  Morgan  silver  dollar  series.  1 3,t'00 


Page  7 


Rare  Coin  Review  No.  117 


1889-CC  EF-45  (PCI).  A  nice  specimen  at  this 


grade  level  ol  this  key  issue . 1,295 

1889-0  MS-64.  Brilliant . 609 

1889-0  MS-64  (PCI).  Brilliant . 609 

1889-0  MS-63.  Brilliant . 225 

1889-0  MS-63  (PCI).  Brilliant . 225 

1889-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 329 

1889-S  MS-64  (Compugrade).  Brilliant . 329 

1889-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 185 

1889-S  MS-62.  Brilliant . 140 

1889-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  light  iri¬ 
descent  surfaces . 140 

1889-S  MS-62  (PCI).  Brilliant . 140 

1889- S  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 129 

1890  MS-64.  Brilliant . 155 

1890  MS-64  (PCI).  Brilliant . 155 

1890- CC  MS-64  (PCI).  Brilliant  and  satiny.  One 

ol  the  scarcest  Carson  City  Mint  Morgan  is¬ 
sues  at  the  MS-64  grade  level . 735 

1890-CC  MS-63  (PCI).  Brilliant . 399 

1890-CC  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 275 

1890-CC  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 249 

1890-0  MS-64.  Brilliant . 169 

1890-0  MS-63.  Brilliant . 70 

1890-0  MS-63  (PCI).  Brilliant . 70 

1890-0  MS-62.  Brilliant . 48 

1890-0  MS-62  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 48 

1890-0  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 48 

1890-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 129 


1890-S  MS-63,  DMPL  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Some¬ 
times  we  latch  on  to  really  nifty  groups  of  coins, 
single  examples  of  which  would  be  quite  unusual. 
We  have  seven — count  them,  seven — specimens 
on  hand  of  these  glittering  beauties.  We  offer 


them,  one  to  a  customer,  for,  each . 495 

1890-S  MS-63  (PCI).  Brilliant . 70 

1890-S  MS-62,  DMPL  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  ...  195 

1890- S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 50 

1891  MS-64.  Brilliant.  Scarce  at  this  high-grade 

level . 659 

1891  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 64 

1891- CC  MS-64.  A  splendid  specimen  of  this 

somewhat  scarce  Carson  City  issue . 539 

1891-CC  MS-63.  Brilliant . 275 

1891-CC  MS-63  (PCI).  Brilliant . 275 

1891-CC  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 168 

1891-CC  AU-50.  Brilliant . 95 

1891-0  MS-64.  Brilliant . 685 

1891-0  MS-63.  Brilliant . 225 

1891-0  MS-63  (PCI).  Brilliant . 225 

1891-0  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 125 

1891-S  MS-64  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 195 

1891- S  MS-63  (PCI).  Brilliant . 70 

1892  MS-64.  Brilliant . 575 

1892  MS-63.  Brilliant . 280 

1892  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 159 

1892  MS-62  (PCI).  Brilliant . 159 

1892- CC  MS-64.  Brilliant  surfaces.  The  devices 

are  frosty  and  the  fields  show  considerable 
prooflike  character . 1,295 

1892-CC  MS-63,  prooflike.  Brilliant . 850 

1892-CC  MS-63.  Brilliant . 795 

1892-CC  MS-62  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned . 495 


1892-CC  MS-62  (PCI).  Mostly  brilliant  with  a 


whisper  of  light  golden  toning . 495 

1 892-CC  AU-55  (PCGS) . 3 1 9 

1892-0  MS-64.  Brilliant . 580 

1892-0  MS-64  (NGC).  Lustrous  with  gold  ton¬ 
ing . 580 

1892-0  MS-64  (PCI).  Brilliant . 580 


1892-S  AU-50  (ANACS).  Brilliant  and  attractive. 
An  excellent  choice  for  the  numismatist  who 
desires  a  high-grade  example  of  this  date,  but 
who  does  not  want  to  spend  multiple  thousands 


of  dollars  for  a  Mint  State  specimen . 1,395 

1892-S  EF-45.  Brilliant . 450 

1892-S  EF-40 . 165 

1893  MS-63  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 819 

1893  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 499 


1 893  VAM-2.  AU-50  (ANACS) . 1 99 

1893-CC  MS-62  (PCI).  Brilliant  on  the  obverse 
and  light  yellow  and  blue  toning  at  the  rims  on 
the  reverse.  One  of  several  hundred  high  qual¬ 
ity  Morgan  dollars  we’ve  just  purchased  for  our 

inventory.  . 1,450 

1893-CC  MS-61,  prooflike.  Brilliant . 1,595 

1893-CC  MS-61,  prooflike  (NGC).  Brilliant.  1,595 

1893-CC  MS-61.  Brilliant.  Wow! . 1 ,463 

1 893-CC  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Another  of  the 

many  new  purchases  in  this  issue . 895 

1893-CC  VF-35  (ANACS) . 265 

1893-0  MS-60.  Brilliant . .'...1,450 

1893-0  AU-55  (NGC).  Brilliant . 695 

1893-0  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 695 


“The  Collector  Revolution” 

by  Ed  Reiter 


The  folloiving  is  excerpted from  Ed  Reiter’s 
column ,  “My  Two  Cents  ’  Worth  "in  the  March 
1996  issue  o/COINage  and  reflects  an  inter¬ 
view  with  our  own  Dave  Bowers. 

Technology  is  a  marvelous  thing.  It  en¬ 
hances,  enriches,  and  even  ennobles  our 
lives,  freeing  us  from  the  drudgeries  that 
dragged  down  our  forebears  and  made  the 
human  experience  drab  and  mundane  for 
many  millions.  The  automobile,  the  air¬ 
plane,  television,  movies — these  and  many 
other  technical  advances  have  fundamen¬ 
tally  altered  the  course  of  human  history, 
and  dramatically  improved  the  quality  of 
life,  just  within  the  last  hundred  years. 

Progress  has  its  price,  though,  and  old- 
style  coin  collecting  may  be  among  the  vic¬ 
tims  paying  part  of  the  price  in  the  1990s. 

I  had  sensed  this  for  quite  a  while  and 
addressed  some  of  its  symptoms  in  a  column 
several  years  ago  lamenting  the  decline  of 
local  coin  clubs  and  coin  shows  across  the 
nation.  The  bigger  picture,  however,  didn’t 
really  emerge  into  sharp,  clear  focus  for  me 
until  a  recent  interview  of  Q.  David  Bowers, 
who  surely  ranks  not  only  as  one  of  the  most 
prolific  writers  in  numismatics  but  also  as 
one  of  the  most  profound  thinkers. 

Bowers,  too,  is  concerned  about  the  de¬ 
cline  in  coin  club  membership  and  coin 
show  attendance.  He  traces  it,  however,  not 
so  much  to  deepening  disenchantment  with 
coins,  stemming  perhaps  from  the  coin 
market’s  malaise  in  recent  years,  but  rather 
to  growing  preoccupation  with  alternative 
forms  of  recreation — notably  on-line  com¬ 
puter  networks  and  videocassettes.  In  short, 
he  regards  it  as  a  side  effect  of  technology. 


“What  I  see  happening,”  Bowers  said,  “is 
that  traditional  coin  clubs — the  kind  that 
meet  Tuesday  evening  at  the  Elks  lodge  or 
something — are  decreasing  in  number  be¬ 
cause  more  people  are  spending  time  at 
home  with  their  personal  computers  or 
VCRs,  their  200-channel  TV  satellite  re¬ 
ceivers  and  so  forth.” 

“This  same  situation  has  affected  almost 
every  fraternal  organization  and  every  social 
group  in  existence— the  Elks,  the  Masons, 
all  the  different  clubs.  It’s  one  of  the  new 
realities  of  life  in  the  1990s.” 

Yet  while  he  regrets  the  passing — or  at 
least  the  eclipsing — of  traditional  forms  of 
organized  numismatics,  Bowers  sees  this  not 
as  the  end  of  the  line  for  coin  clubs  and 
shows,  but  rather  as  a  turn  in  a  new  direction. 

“While  the  all-purpose  coin  club — the 
social-gathering  club — has  been  on  the  de¬ 
crease,”  he  pointed  out,  “the  special-interest 
club  has  been  on  the  increase.  Specialized 
societies  now  exist,  and  have  for  some  time, 
for  tokens  and  medals,  1  ndian  cents,  colonials, 
paper  money,  half  dollars,  Liberty  Seated 
coins,  early  coins  by  John  Reich  and  many, 
many  other  different  specialties.  And  these 
clubs  are  attracting  growing  memberships 
and  putting  out  increasingly  excellent  jour¬ 
nals,  where  people  are  sharing  their  finds  and 
their  enthusiasm. 

“I  think  this  is  good  for  the  collector  end 
of  the  hobby.  It  gives  collectors  affinity 
groups.  And  it’s  probably  the  same  sort  of 
thing  we’ve  seen  in  the  publishing  field  in 
recent  years,  where  specialty  magazines  are 
doing  better  now  than  general-interest  maga¬ 
zines  like  The  Saturday  Evening  Post.  It’s 
become  a  specialty  world." 
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1 893-0  AU-53.  Brilliant . 625 

1893-0  AU-50.  Deep  gold  peripheral  toning.  595 
1893-0  AU-50  (Hallmark).  Brilliant . 595 


Significant  1893-S  Dollar 


1 893-S  AU-50  (PCGS).  A  splendid  specimen  ,  a  coin 
that  retains  much  of  its  original  mint  lustre.  A 
highlight  among  our  new  purchases . 13,500 


Sharp  1893-S  Dollar 


1893-S  EF-40  (ANACS).  Another  of  the  many  new 
purchases  listed  in  this  issue.  One  cannot  have 


too  much  of  a  good  thing,  and  every  time  we  see 

a  nice  1893-S  such  as  this,  we  buy  it . 3,795 

1893-S  VG-8.  An  affordable  example  of  this  rare 
and  desirable  branch  mint  issue . 695 

1893- S  G-4  (PCI) . 625 

1894  AU-55  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 625 

1894AU-55  (PCI).  Brilliant . 695 

1 894  AU-50.  Generous  amounts  of  mint  lustre  re¬ 
main . 630 

1894- 0  AU-53  (PCI).  Light  golden  toning.  ..  135 

1894  AU-50  (PCGS) . 630 

1894-0  AU-50.  Brilliant . 168 

1894-0  AU-50  (ANACS) . 168 

1894-0  AU-50  (PCI) . . 168 

1894-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 799 

1894-S  MS-63  (PCI).  Brilliant . 799 

1894-S  MS-62.  Brilliant . 595 


Try  Us  and  You’ll  Like  Us! 

The  best  way  to  get  acquainted  is  to 
send  a  sample  order — somethingsmall  and 
inexpensive.  We  think  you’ll  like  our  qual¬ 
ity,  service,  and  value  for  the  price  paid. 
Since  1953  we  have  been  serving  serious 
buyers  to  the  satisfaction  of  nearly  every¬ 
one  who  has  contact  with  us. 


1894-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 595 

1894-S  VAM-1A.  MS-61  (ANACS).  Brilliant.  476 

1894-S  AU-58.  Brilliant . 295 

1894-S  AU-53  (PCI).  Brilliant . 235 

Key  1895  Dollar  Rarity 


1895  Proof-35  (PCGS).  An  authentic  1895  dol¬ 
lar,  a  specimen  no  doubt  from  the  small  mint¬ 
age  of  880  Proofs,  but  “spent’  by  someone  be¬ 


fore  it  became  known  for  the  rarity  it  is.  Today 

it  is  the  “King  of  Morgan  dollars.” . 14,900 

1 895-0  AU-50  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  golden  pe¬ 
ripheral  toning . 895 

1895-0  EF-45  (PCGS).  Deep  golden  toning  sur¬ 
rounds  brilliant  centers . 325 

1895-0  VAM-3.  Doubled  5.  EF-40 . 219 

1895-0  VF-25  (PCI) . 145 


Choice  Mint  State  1895-S  $1 


1895-S  MS-63.  Brilliant  with  attractive  frosty  lus¬ 
tre.  Needle  sharp  strike.  A  far  nicer  than  usually 
seen  specimen  of  this  key  San  Francisco  Mint  is¬ 
sue.  If  you  have  been  searching  for  a  particularly 
choice  1895-S,  your  quest  ends  here!  . 3,350 


Quality  1895-S  Dollar 


1 895-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  It  takes  quite  a  bit  of  look¬ 
ing  to  find  quality  1895-S  dollars,  as  this  issue 
and  also  1 893-CC  are  nearly  always  very  heavily 
bagmarked.  You'll  really  like  this  one!  ...2,750 


1895-S/S  VAM-3.  AU-55  (ANACS).  Brilliant.  995 
1895-S  FF-45  (ANACS).  A  whisper  of  rainbow 
toning . 495 

1895-S  EF-45  (PCI) . 495 

1896  Proof-63  (ANACS).  Delicate  champagne 
toning.  A  splendid  specimen  of  this  issue.  Rare 

so  fine! . 1,695 

1896  MS-65.  Brilliant . 155 

1896  MS-65  (PCI).  Brilliant . 155 

1896  MS-63.  Brilliant . 38 

1896  MS-60.  Brilliant . 27 


1896-0  MS-62  (NGC).  With  much  more  frost,  lus¬ 


tre,  and  brilliance  than  usually  seen.  An  excep¬ 
tional  coin  from  an  aesthetic  viewpoint. ...  2,240 

1896-0  MS-60  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 695 

1896-0  MS-60  (NGC).  Brilliant . 695 

1896-0  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 189 

1896-0  AU-53  (PCGS) . 135 

1896-0  AU-50.  Brilliant . 119 

1896-0  AU-50  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 119 

1896-0  AU-50  (Hallmark).  Brilliant . 1  19 

1896-0  AU-50  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1 19 

1896- S  MS-62  (PCI).  Brilliant  with  light  golden 

peripheral  toning . 1 ,050 

1897  MS-65.  Brilliant . 280 

1897  MS-65  (PCGS).  Amber  toning . 280 

1897  MS-63,  prooflike . 69 

1897- 0  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 809 

1897-0  AU-58  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 175 

1897-0  AU-53  (PCGS).  Light  golden  peripheral 

toning . 1 15 

1 897-0  AU-50  (ANACS) . 1  OS 

1897-0  AU-50  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 105 

1897-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 87 

1897- S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49 

1898  MS-65.  Brilliant . 190 

1898- 0  MS-65.  Brilliant . 125 

1898-0  MS-64,  prooflike  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  .99 

1898-0  MS-64 . 45 

1898-0  MS-63  (PCI).  Brilliant . 38 

1898-0  MS-62  (Hallmark).  Brilliant . 26 

1898-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 420 

1898-S  MS-63,  prooflike.  Brilliant . 350 

1898-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 230 

1898-S  MS-63  (ANACS).  Light  gold  toning.  230 

1898- S  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant . "..159 

1899  MS-64.  Brilliant . 155 

1899- 0  MS-65.  Brilliant . 130 

1899-0  MS-64 .  15 

1899-S  MS-64.  Brilliant .  i |5 

1899-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 255 

1900  MS-65.  Brilliant . 149 
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1900-O/CC  MS-65.  Attractive  light  golden  ton¬ 


ing  at  the  outer  rims . 1 ,330 

1900-0/CC  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  splendid  speci¬ 
men,  brilliant  and  lustrous . 1 ,330 

1900-0/CC  MS-64.  Brilliant . 465 

1900-0/CC  MS-62. (PCGS).  Brilliant . 265 

1900-0/CC  MS-62  (PCI).  Brilliant . 265 

1900-0  MS-65.  Brilliant . 129 

1900-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 280 

1900-S  MS-63  (PCI).  Brilliant . 1 10 

1900- S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 149 

1901  MS-61  (ANACS).  A  brilliant  and  frosty  coin, 

well  struck . 1,850 

1901  AU-55 . 372 

1901  AU-53 . 294 

1901  AU-53  (PCGS) . 294 

1901  AU-50  (ANACS).  Lightly  toned . 265 

1901  AU-50  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 265 

1901- 0  MS-65.  Brilliant . 185 

1901-0  MS-63.  Brilliant . 35 

1901-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 445 

1901-S  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 343 

1901- S  AU-58.  Brilliant . 145 

1902  MS-65.  Brilliant . 490 

1902  MS-65  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 490 

1902- 0  MS-65.  Brilliant . 1 40 

1902-0  MS-64,  prooflike . 325 

1902-0  MS-63  (ANACS) . 35 

1902-0  MS-63  (NGC).  A  whisper  of  light  golden 

peripheral  toning . 35 

1902-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 535 

1902-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 240 

1902-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 195 

1903  MS-65.  Brilliant . 185 

1903  MS-64  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 56 


1903  MS-60  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 37 

1903  AU-58  (NGC).  Brilliant . 29 

1903-0  MS-64  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 210 

1903-0  MS-64  (PCI).  Brilliant . 210 

1903-0  MS-63  (PCI).  Brilliant . 189 

1903-0  MS-62.  Brilliant . 175 

1903-0  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 175 

1903-0  MS-62  (PCI).  Brilliant . 175 

1903-S  EF-40 . 325 

1903- S  EF-40  (ANACS) . 325 

1904  MS-64.  Brilliant . 450 

1904  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 85 

1904  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 69 

1904- 0  MS-65.  Brilliant . 125 

1904-0  MS-64  PL  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 65 

1904-0  MS-64.  Brilliant . 41 

1904-0  MS-63  (Hallmark) . 32 


Gem  1904-S  Dollar 


1904-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  lustrous  gem. 

Key  date . 2,940 

1904-S  MS-63  (PCI).  Brilliant.  Another  of  the 
hundreds  of  beautiful  Morgan  silver  dollars 


Mark  Borckardt,  Dave  Bowers,  and  Ray  Mer- 


ena  recently  purchased . 1,925 

1904-S  AU-50  (ANACS) . 560 

1904-S  EF-40  (ANACS) . 210 

1904-S  VF-35  (ANACS) . 65 

1921  MS-65.  Brilliant . 125 

1921-D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 280 

1921-D  MS-63  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 39 

1921-D  MS-63  (Hallmark).  Brilliant . 39 

1921-D  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 28 

1921-D  MS-60  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 25 

1921-S  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 29 


Morgan 
Silver  Dollars 


We  invite  you  to  compare  your  want  list  of  Mor¬ 
gan  dollars  against  the  following  “grid,”  which 
consists  of  MS-63,  MS-64,  and  MS-65  coins  (for 
other  grades,  see  our  previous  individual  listings). 
Each  coin  is  PCGS  or  NGC  certified,  is  bril¬ 
liant  or  attractively  lightly  toned,  and  has  been 
hand-picked  by  us  as  being  of  Premium  Qual¬ 
ity.  If  you  want  the  finest  quality,  plus  an  excel¬ 
lent  value  for  the  price  paid,  this  listing  is  for 


The  Second 
Philadelphia  Mint 


Portico  or  facade  and  front  entrance  of 
the  Philadelphia  Mint,  circa  1876.  This 
structure,  opened  for  coinage  use  in  1833, 
and  continued  until  1901,  when  the  third 
Philadelphia  Mint  was  ready  for  occupancy. 
Within  the  halls  of  the  building  shown  here 
was  seen  much  in  the  way  of  fascinating 
history:  the  first  steam  coinage  (on  March 
23,  1 836),  the  1 836  Gobrecht  silver  dollars, 
the  entire  Liberty  Seated  coinage  of  all  de¬ 
nominations  from  beginning  to  end,  most  of 
the  run  of  the  Indian  cent  series,  the 
tenure  at  the  Mint  of  engraver 
James  B.  Longacre — the  list 
goes  on.  This  view  was  pub¬ 
lished  by  DeYoung’s  Palace 
Dollar  Store,  704  Chestnut 
Street,  Philadelphia.  (Pho¬ 
tograph  courtesy  of  David 
Sundman) 
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you.  Let  us  help  you  build  an  award-winning 
collection! 


VARIETY 

MS-63 

MS-64 

MS-65 

1878  7/8  TF 

$109 

$255 

1878  7  TF 

115 

1878-CC 

115 

185 

$945 

1878-S 

56 

219 

1879 

74 

759 

1879-CC 

3050 

4650 

1879-0 

149 

420 

1879-S 

31 

41 

125 

1880 

77 

869 

1880-CC 

185 

255 

639 

1880-0 

325 

1595 

1880-S 

41 

125 

1881 

39 

77 

796 

1881-CC 

199 

239 

420 

1881-0 

34 

92 

1260 

1881-S 

31 

41 

125 

1882 

56 

469 

1882-CC 

98 

1882-0 

39 

63 

759 

1882-S 

30 

42 

125 

1883 

38 

52 

125 

1883-CC 

92 

225 

1883-0 

28 

41 

125 

1883-S 

1450 

1884 

38 

49 

225 

1884-CC 

73 

88 

225 

1884-0 

29 

41 

125 

1885 

28 

41 

125 

1885-CC 

239 

259 

469 

1885-0 

29 

41 

1885-S 

169 

399 

1886 

29 

42 

125 

1886-S 

259 

550 

1887 

29 

42 

125 

1887-0 

90 

315 

1887-S 

149 

475 

3295 

1888 

35 

49 

159 

1888-0 

57 

450 

1888-S 

219 

490 

1889 

35 

50 

335 

1889-0 

225 

609 

1889-S 

185 

329 

1890 

42 

155 

1890-CC 

399 

735 

1890-0 

70 

169 

1890-S 

70 

129 

819 

1891 

119 

659 

1891-CC 

275 

539 

2380 

1891-0 

225 

685 

1891-S 

70 

195 

1295 

1892 

280 

575 

1 892-CC 

795 

1295 

1892-0 

580 

VARIETY 

MS-63 

MS-64 

MS-65 

1893 

$819 

$1295 

1 894-S 

799 

1400 

1895-S 

3350 

1896 

38 

49 

$155 

1896-S 

1470 

1897 

38 

49 

280 

1897-0 

4060 

1897-S 

63 

87 

490 

1898 

39 

49 

190 

1898-0 

38 

45 

125 

1898-S 

230 

420 

1899 

94 

155 

525 

1899-0 

35 

45 

130 

1899-S 

235 

435 

1900 

35 

49 

149 

1900-0 

35 

48 

129 

1900-O/CC 

325 

465 

1330 

1900-S 

169 

280 

1400 

1901-0 

35 

185 

1901-S 

445 

699 

1902 

490 

1902-0 

35 

140 

1902-S 

240 

535 

1903 

56 

185 

1903-0 

189 

210 

365 

1903-S 

4650 

1904 

155 

450 

1904-0 

32 

41 

125 

1904-S 

1925 

2940 

1921  Morgan 

24 

31 

125 

1921-D 

39 

53 

280 

1921-S 

39 

119 

1400 

A  Letter  from  Louisiana 

“Dear  Gail: 

“I  first  want  to  say  how  much  1  have 
enjoyed  being  in  your  Collection  Portfolio 
Program  and  how  much  I  appreciate  what 
you  have  done  in  selecting  New  Orleans 
Mint  coins  for  my  collection. 

“A  recent  note  from  you  stated  that 
you  would  be  acquiring  many  important 
coins  in  the  future  and  wanted  to  know  if 
there  was  anything  special  you  could  look 
for.  Well,  I  have  attached  a  list  of  New 
Orleans  Mint  coins  I  would  be  particu¬ 
larly  interested  in.  I  realize  that  the  coins 
on  this  list  may  be  hard  to  find  and  I  do 
not  want  to  limit  your  selections  to  this 
list.  However,  if  you  run  across  any  of 
these,  1  am  interested. 

“Sincerely,” 

— R.M. 


1'i‘iiri*  Hollars 

We’ve  always  liked  Peace  dollars,  but  until  the 
past  year  or  so,  they  have  been  distinctly  out  of 
favor  with  a  lot  of  collectors.  David  Hall  com¬ 
mented  that  certain  Peace  dollars  dropped  in 
price  (since  the  market  high  of  1989)  over  90% 
in  some  instances! 

One  reason  is  that  many  Peace  dollars  are,  sim¬ 
ply,  not  attractive,  no  matter  what  their  numeri¬ 
cal  grade  may  be.  In  a  recent  issue  of  the  Coin 
Dealer  Newsletter  Dennis  Baker  pointed  this  out 
with  emphasis  by  using  bold  type,  which  we  re¬ 
peat  here:  All  coins  are  not  created  alike!  Dennis 
Baker,  whose  credentials  as  a  market  watcher  are 
impeccable,  was  commenting  that  market  price 
can  be  one  thing,  and  the  availability  of  truly  beau¬ 
tiful  coins  can  be  something  else  entirely.  The 
point  of  this  commentary  in  relation  to  the  present 
advertisement  is  that  market  prices  are  low  (=  very 
attractive  to  buyers)  and,  moreover,  quality  is 
important.  Here  at  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries 
we  have  always  believed  that  all  coins  are  not  cre¬ 
ated  alike,  and  we  have  spent  a  lot  of  time 
cherrypicking  for  quality. 

With  this  listing  of  Peace  dollars,  you’ll  be  a  win¬ 
ner  if  you’re  seeking  a  combination  of  nice  appear¬ 
ance  and  reasonable  price.  The  coins  are  not  bar¬ 
gains,  for  we  will  and  have  paid  more  than  “com¬ 
mon”  or  “generic”  prices  to  buy  nice  coins.  And,  you 
will  see  that  this  makes  a  difference. 

1921  Peace  MS-62  (PCGS).  Light  golden  ton¬ 


ing .  165 

1922  MS-65.  Brilliant . 145 

1922  MS-64.  Brilliant . 42 

1922-D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 485 

1922-D  MS-60  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 20 

1922-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 285 

1922- S  MS-62.  Brilliant . 28 

1923  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 640 

1923  MS-65.  Brilliant . 145 

1923  MS-64.  Brilliant . 42 

1923  MS-64  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 42 

1923  MS-63.  Brilliant . 24 

1923- D  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  frosty.  A 

gem  specimen . 1,450 

1923-D  EF-45 . 11 

1923-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 240 

1923-S  MS-62.  Brilliant . 25 

1923-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 25 

1923- S  MS-60.  Brilliant . 24 

1924  MS-65.  Brilliant . 150 

1924  MS-65  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 150 

1924  MS-64  (NGC).  Pale  golden  toning . 45 

1924  MS-62.  Brilliant . 20 

1924- S  MS-64.  Brilliant.  High-grade  1924-S  dol¬ 
lars  combining  a  high  number  plus  eye  appeal 

are  hard  to  find . 1,175 

1924-S  MS-64  (ANACS).  Brilliant.  We  were  luck\ 
to  buy  it,  and  you  are  fortunate  to  have  the 

chance  to  acquire  it  for  your  own . 1 ,1  ”5 

1924-S  MS-62.  Brilliant . 165 

1924-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 16S 

1924-S  MS-61.  Brilliant . 159 
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1925  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 550 

1925  MS-63.  Brilliant . 27 

1925  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 25 

1925- S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 525 

1926  MS-65.  Brilliant . 325 

1926  MS-62.  Brilliant . 22 

1926- D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 550 

1926-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 189 

1926-D  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 70 

1926-D  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 70 

1926-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 34 


Notable  Quality  1927  $1 


1927  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  satiny,  frosty  sur¬ 


faces.  A  gem!  . 2,495 

1927  MS-64.  Brilliant . 250 

1927  MS-63.  Brilliant . 105 

1927  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 67 

1927-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 575 

1927-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 215 

1927-D  MS-62.  Brilliant . 145 

1927-D  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 145 

1927-D  MS-61.  Brilliant . 133 

1927-D  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Scarce  issue,  yet 

priced  at  only: . 1 33 

1927-S  MS-64 . 715 

1927- S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1 19 

1928  MS-63.  Brilliant.  Ever-popular  issue,  lowest 

mintage  in  the  series . 275 

1928  MS-62.  Brilliant . 195 

1928  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 195 

1928  MS-61  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 189 

1928  AU-50 . 162 

1928- S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 295 

1928-S  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 130 


1934  MS-64.  Brilliant . 240 

1934  MS-62.  Brilliant . 76 

1934  MS-60  (PCGS).  Appealing  golden  irides¬ 
cence . 65 

1934-D  MS-63 . 185 

1934-S  Peace  Dollar 


1934-S  MS-63.  Delicate  golden  gray  iridescence 
on  frosty  surfaces.  A  delicacy  in  Uncirculated 
grade,  and  widely  esteemed  as  the  key  issue  in 
the  Peace  dollar  series  at  the  MS-63  level.  A 


prize  for  the  advanced  specialist . 2,650 

1934-S  MS-60.  Brilliant . 1,225 

1934-S  AU-55  (  PCGS).  Satiny  surfaces . 550 

1934-S  AU-55  (NGC).  Brilliant . 550 

1934- S  AU-50.  Attractive . 434 

1935  MS-65.  Brilliant . 715 

1935  MS-64.  Brilliant . 150 

1935  MS-63.  Brilliant . 81 

1935  MS-62.  Brilliant . 49 

1935- S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 1,025 

1935-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 225 

1935-S  MS-62.  Brilliant . 159 


Check  our  listing  of  Peace  dollars  carefully.  Each 


one  has  been  hand-picked  for  quality.  Each  coin  is 
NGC  or  PCGS  certified,  and  is  brilliant  or  lightly 
and  attractively  toned.  Each  coin  is  among  the  fin¬ 
est  extant  at  its  grade  level.  If  you  are  particular 
about  quality  and  value,  your  search  stops  here! 


VARIETY 

MS-63 

MS-64 

MS-65 

1921 

$175 

$455 

1922 

24 

42 

$145 

1922-D 

32 

55 

485 

1922-S 

53 

285 

1923 

24 

42 

145 

1923-D 

235 

1450 

1923-S 

59 

240 

1924 

24 

45 

150 

1924-S 

375 

1925 

24 

45 

1925-S 

115 

525 

1926 

65 

325 

1926-D 

115 

189 

550 

1926-S 

50 

165 

915 

1927 

105 

250 

2495 

1927-D 

215 

575 

1927-S 

230 

715 

1928 

275 

550 

2950 

1928-S 

295 

1250 

1934 

105 

240 

1275 

1934-D 

185 

525 

1825 

1934-S 

2650 

1935 

150 

715 

1935-S 

225 

365 

1025 

Trade  Dollars 


Trade  dollars  are  one  of  your  editor’s  favorite  se¬ 
ries,  and  we  think  that  everybody  should  collect 
them.  Seriously,  forming  a  set  of  trade  dollars  of 
the  1873-1883  years  is  a  very  do-able  challenge  and 
will  yield  some  really  impressive  and  beautiful  coins. 
Use  this  listing  as  a  beginning  or  to  add  to  the  col¬ 
lection  you  already  have. 


Gorgeous  Proof  1874  Trade  Dollar 


1874  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  beautiful. 
This  coin  is  one  of  the  nicest  Proofs  we’ve  ever 
offered  of  this  elusive  date.  A  find  for  the  trade 
dollar  specialist  and  connoisseur.  This  is  prob¬ 
ably  among  the  top  100  coins  known,  quality- 
wise . 2,695 


Joe  Cabral  Writes 


“Dear  Dave: 

“Many  thanks  for  your  prompt  attention. 
I  always  look  forward  to  receiving  your  cata¬ 
logues,  Rtire  Coin  Reviews ,  and  related  price 
lists.  They  are  the  most  comprehensive  and 
enjoyable  in  numismatics  today,  and  I 
should  know,  because  I  buy  many  coins  na¬ 
tionwide  and  internationally.  Your  inventory 
selections  are  second  to  none  in  the  industry. 

Jim  Ruddy  once  told  me  the  time  to  buy 
a  coin  was  when  it  was  available  and  not 
necessarily  when  funds  had  been  set  aside 


and/or  when  a  collector  had  decided  that  he 
wanted  to  buy  it!  Good  advice  then  (1977) 
and  certainly  true  today! 

“Best  regards,” 

— Joe  Cabral 

“P.S.  I  hope  that  your  firm  takes  the  time 
to  stock  more  Canadian  decimal  coins.  I 
know  that  they  sold  well  because  they  were 
often  long  gone  when  I  tried  to  order  the 
same.  However,  1  was  lucky  enough  to  ob¬ 
tain  a  few.  Thanks  to  Gail  for  her  assistance 
with  my  recent  order  for  Indian  Head  cents!” 
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1874  Proof-60.  Gunmetal-blue  and  iridescent  ton¬ 

ing  over  mirror  surfaces.  Quite  rare  as  a  Proof 
date;  believed  to  be  the  second  most  elusive  of 
the  1 873- 1 883  era,  with  the  1 873  being  the  only 
scarcer  one . 1,150 

1875  Type  l/II.  Proof-61.  Brilliant.  Rarer  than 

generally  supposed . 1,250 


Gem  1875-S  Trade  $1 


1875-S  Type  I/I.  MS-64.  A  lovely  gem  ol  uncom¬ 
promising  beauty.  Cartwheel  lustre  as  fresh  as 
the  day  it  was  minted  graces  pale  golden  sur¬ 
faces.  If  you  are  currently  seeking  a  superb  trade 
dollar  for  your  collection,  your  search  might  just 

end  right  here!  ..., . 2,895 

1 875-S  Type  I/I.  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  ...319 


1876  Type  I/II.  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  beau¬ 
tiful,  and  rare.  Centennial  year  issue . 2,495 

1876-S  Type  I/I.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  ..595 

1876-SType  I/II.  MS-61.  Brilliant . 575 

1876-S  Type  II/II.  MS-61  (NGC).  Sharp  and  lus¬ 
trous.  Attractive  golden  toning . 595 

1876-S  Type  II/II.  AU-50.  A  scarce  variety.  Much 
lustre  remains  on  frosty  surfaces . 450 

1877  MS-63.  Pale  champagne  iridescence  comple¬ 
ments  the  frosty  surfaces.  Wisps  of  golden  brown 
can  be  seen  at  the  obverse  periphery.  Notable  as 
the  last  trade  dollar  issue  struck  at  the  Philadel¬ 
phia  Mint  in  business  strike  format.  All  subse¬ 


quent  dates  are  Proof-only  issues . 1 ,495 

1877  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  Usual 
strike . 1,495 


1 877  was  the  last  year  that  the  Philadelphia  Mint  coined 
business  strike  trade  dollars. 


S—  TO  ORDER 
CALL  TOLL-FREE 

1-800-222-5993 


1 877  MS-63  (PCGS).  Very  attractive  gold,  green, 
and  blue  surfaces.  Although  not  fully  struck,  it 
is  much  sharper  than  most.  Quite  elusive  in 

higher  grades . 1 ,495 

1877-S  AU-58  (PCGS) . 325 

1877-S  AU-55  (NGC).  Deeply  toned  in  blue  and 

gold . 310 

1877-S  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Your  editor 
(QDB)  is  a  long-time  trade  dollar  aficionado, 
and  whenever  we  see  a  nice  one  we  buy  it.  This 
listing  offers  many  interesting  opportunities 


across  the  series . 310 

1877-S  AU-50 . 235 


1877-S  Trade  dollar  used  as  a  gaming  counter. 
Mechanical  type  with  interior  containing  num¬ 
bers  from  1  through  7  which  can  be  viewed 
upon  holding  the  obverse  and  reverse  securely 
and  rotating  the  milled  edge,  which  turns  the 
mechanism  within.  Used  as  a  game  counter. 
One  of  the  rarer  of  the  trade  dollar  novelties  of 
this  era,  the  present  piece  is  counterstamped 
PAT  APP’D  FOR  on  the  reverse.  VF-35.  Sure 
to  be  a  centerpiece  in  an  specialized  collection 
of  trade  dollars . 465 


1878-S  MS-62.  Brilliant  with  light  toning.  ix- 
ceptionally  nice  for  the  grade.  Ideal  for  a  type 


set.  Last  business  strike  year. . 1 ,050 

1878-S  AU-58 . 369 


1 878-S  AU-53  (PCGS).  Light  gold  surfaces. .  250 


1879  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Mirror  fields  with  deli¬ 
cate  golden  toning.  A  lovely  specimen  of  this 

highly-prized,  Proof-only  date . 2,395 

1881  Proof-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  a  whisper 
of  pale  golden  peripheral  toning.  Rare  date,  ever 
popular  because  of  its  low  mintage.  In  any  sea¬ 
son,  the  1881  trade  dollar  is  a  winner. ...  1 ,850 


They  Are  Still  Doing  It! 


Obverse,  reverse,  and  close-up  of  the 
1990  Belize  dollar. 


Lot  283  of  the  Eliasberg  Collection, 
1875  pattern  silver  dollar. 


Recently,  Andrew  Bowers,  son  of  Dave, 
returned  from  a  scuba-diving  trip  to  Central 
America.  While  in  Belize  (the  former  British 
Honduras)  he  obtained  the  dollar-size  brass 
coin  illustrated  here.  Upon  close  scrutiny,  it 
seems  that  the  engraver  correctly  positioned 
the  flags  and  pennants  on  the  larger  ship  at  the 
center.  However,  on  the  smaller  ship  in  the 
distance  to  the  right,  the  wind  seems  to  he 
blowing  in  one  direction  and  the  pennant 
streaming  in  another.  This  is  a  common  error 


in  coin  engraving  and  has  its  counterparts 
elsewhere.  As  an  example,  in  our  description 
of  Lot  283  of  the  Louis  E.  Eliasberg,  Sr., 
Collection,  May  1996,  an  1 875  pattern  silver 
dollar,  we  noted  the  following:  “  1  he  obverse 
die  design — also  used  in  twenty-cent  and 
trade  dollar  patterns — has  been  mentioned 
with  amusement  over  the  years,  because  al¬ 
though  the  sails  are  billowed  forward  by  the 
wind,  thesmoke  is — in  contradiction  to  phys¬ 
ics-trailing  behind  the  vessel. 
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gold  and  silver 

Low  Mintages! 
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Fitzgerald’s  Great  Gatsby. 

A  coin  bearing  a  tiny  S  mintmark,  denot¬ 
ing  that  it  was  made  in  San  Francisco  in  the 
1850s,  makes  one  think  of  the  Gold  Rush. 
Those  were  wild  and  woolly  days  in  San 
Francisco  and  in  other  parts  of  California.  1 
also  think  of  novelist  Bret  Harte’s  engaging 
stories  and  remember  that  he  was  an  em¬ 
ployee  in  the  late  1850s  at  the  San  Francisco 
Mint,  before  he  achieved  writing  fame.  Com¬ 
ing  to  mind  also  are  the  romantic  towns,  still 
intact  in  many  instances,  in  the  Mother  Lode 
country  in  California’s  Mokelumne  Hill,  Jack- 
son,  Sutter  Creek,  Angels  Camp,  Placerville 
(formerly  called  Hangtown  from  the  method 
ol  fast  justice  there),  and  so  on. 

A  coin  from  Carson  City  evokes  thoughts 
This  article  was  written  by  QDB  in  1977,  and  is  excerpted  of  this  mint  high  in  the  Comstock  Lode  country  with  rip- 
below ,  as  the  philosophies  still  hold  true.  roaring  Virginia  City  and  all  of  its  Victorian  buildings  nearby. 

There  are  several  ways  to  enjoy  a  numismatic  item.  First  of  All  the  reckless  and  courageous  events  of  the  Wild  West  once 


Let’s  Appreciate 
Numismatics 


by  Q.  David  Bowers 


all,  there  is  the  coin  itselh  the 
touch  or  feel  of  it,  the 
sensation  of  holding 
history  in  your 
hand,  so  to  speak. 

Its  absolutely  fasci¬ 
nating  to  think  that 
an  ancient  copper 
coin  might  have 
been  held  in  Julius 
Caesars  hand  2,000 
years  ago,  or  that  a 
worn  1859  Indian 
cent  could  have  been 
in  the  pocket  of  one 
of  the  combatants  at  the  battle  of 
Gettysburg  in  the  Civil  War.  The 
possibilities  are  endless. 

Perhaps  the  design  of  a  coin 
might  be  interesting  to  you  and 
spark  enjoyable  fantasies  or  rec¬ 
ollections. 

For  example,  often  when  I 
see  a  Liberty  Standing  quarter 
of  the  1916-1930  era,  the  Roar¬ 
ing  Twenties  and  all  of  the  nos¬ 
talgia  associated  with  it  come  to 
mind.  While  I  wasn’t  living  in  the 
Roaring  Twenties  and,  in  fact, 
hadn’t  even  been  thought  of  then, 

I’ve  read  enough  history  on  the  era  to 
appreciate  it,  at  least  vicariously.  How 
romantic  seem  the  flapper  girls,  colorful 
nickelodeon  pianos  with  illuminated  art 
glass  fronts,  Laurel  and  Hardy  movies,  fancy 
Duesenberg  cars  which  had  STOP  brilliantly 
illuminated  in  red  on  the  back  of  the  car  each  time 
the  brake  pedal  was  depressed,  Henry  Ford’s  omnipresent 


occurred  there  and  a  visitor  to  Carson  City 
and  Virginia  City  today  can  almost  relive 
them. 

'  A  coin  of  the  New  Orleans  Mint  re¬ 
minds  us  that  this  mint  was  established  in 
1 838  during  a  time  when  the  course  of  the 
nation  was  going  westward,  and  New  Orleans 
was  a  gateway  to  the  vast  areas  opened  up  by 
the  earlier  Louisiana  Purchase.  In  1861 
this  Southern  mint  was  captured  by  Con¬ 
federate  forces.  In  later  years  it  returned 
to  U.S.  government  control  and  pro¬ 
duced  coins  through  1909.  Today, 
one  still  reads  about  it  in  numis¬ 
matic  publications  and  about  the 
many  efforts  to  have  it  converted 
to  a  museum  reflecting  its  nu¬ 
mismatic  heritage. 

Stories  and  recollections 
about  the  Philadelphia  Mint 
could  fill  a  book  many  hun¬ 
dreds  of  pages  thick.  Like¬ 
wise,  Dahlonega  and  Char¬ 
lotte  have  their  own  stories,  as 
do  coins  from  other  places. 

A  second  aspect  of  enjoy¬ 
ment  is  what  the  coin  can  do 
for  you.  Mainly  this  is  an  area 
concerned  with  investment 
performance.  Just  as  the 
buyer  of  a  share  of  IBM 
stock  back  in  the  1950s 
can  experience  a  certain 
fondness  for  it,  having 
seen  it  go  up  in  value 
sharply  over  the  years,  one 
can  also  do  this  with  coins. 
As  numerous  studies  have  shown, 


Tin  Lizzies,  the  great  Florida  land  boom,  all  of  the  excite-  the  long-term  investment  performance  of  choice  rare  coins  is 
ment  about  the  stock  market,  and  how  fortunes  were  made  second  to  no  other  investment  medium.  At  least,  not  to  any 
by  newsboys  on  the  street  corner,  and  maybe  even  F.  Scott  investment  area  known  to  me. 
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With  investment,  however,  some  patience  is  needed.  Buy  coins 
today  and  sell  them  tomorrow  and  you  are  making  profit  only  for  the 
dealer.  Yet,  historically,  if  you  have  purchased  coins  carefully  and 
held  them  for  five  to  10  years  or  more,  then  you  have  done  very  well. 
Spectacular  performances  are 
the  rule,  not  the  exception!  In 
over  20  years  in  the  rare  coin 
business,  I  have  helped  build 
fortunes  for  many  collectors  and 
investors.  Few  experiences  are 
as  rewarding  as  helping  to  make 
someone  else  rich,  and  this  has 
been  my  pleasure  time  and  time 
again. 

To  me  investment  is  an  im¬ 
portant  part,  even  a  vital  part, 
behind  the  motivation  in  most 
buyers.  This  is  only  natural.  Af¬ 
ter  all,  if  you  part  with,  say, 

$  1 ,000  for  a  coin  rarity  you  will 
do  so  much  more  readily  if  you 
have  a  reasonable  expectation 

that  five  to  10  years  from  now  the  same  coin  might  sell  for  $2,000 
$3,000,  or  even  more.  On  the  other  hand,  if  the  same  $  1 ,000  coin  had 
the  expectation  of  being  worth  just  $500  five  years  from  now,  no 
matter  how  beautiful  it  might  be  to  look  at  or  own,  you  probably 
would  hesitate  about  buying  it  or,  even  more  likely,  would  not  buy  it 
at  all.  After  all,  it  would  be  quite  a  bit  cheaper  to  go  see  one  in  a  museum! 

Coins  can  be  enjoyed  for  their  relaxation  value  as  well.  I  have  spent 
many  nights  curled  up  on  the  overstuffed  brown  sola  in  the  library  of 
my  home,  with  an  interesting  numismatic  book  or  publication  in  my 
hand.  While  I  read,  or  at  least  skim  through,  Coin  World  and 
Numismatic  News  at  my  office,  for  fun  reading  I  often  take  things 


home.  The  same  goes  for  issues  of  The  Numismatist.  It  isamazinghow 
many  fascinating  tales  can  be  found  in  back  issues  of  such  current 
magazines  as  COINage  and  Coins.  Once  I  spent  nearly  a  year  in  my 
spare  time  reading  back  issues  ofth  e.  American  Journal  of  Numismatics 
from  1  865  up  through  the  early  20th  century  and 
back  issues  of  The  Numismatist  from  the  earlv 
1890s  up  to  the  present  time. 

An  album  full  of  coins  and  a  shelf  full  of  coin 
books  can  combine  to  take  you  far,  far  away  from 
the  cares  and  concerns  of  your  office,  factory,  or 
store.  It  is  a  well-known  fact  that  youngsters  with 
strong  interests  and  hobbies  such  as  coin  collecting 
stay  out  ol  trouble  much  more  than  their  non¬ 
hobbyist  counterparts.  The  other  day  in 
Antiquarian  Bookman ,  the  weekly  jour¬ 
nal  ol  the  out-of-print  book  trade,  I  saw 
a  mention  of  a  study  that  dedicated 
book  collectors  and  dealers  ap¬ 
parently  have  a  sharply  lower 
suicide  rate  than  the  general  pub¬ 
lic.  I  suspect  that  the  same  is 
true  of  dedicated  coin  collec¬ 
tors.  The  relaxation  value  of  a 
coin  collection  can  be  very 
therapeutic. 

Take  the  time  to  enjoyyour 
collection,  to  become  aware  of 
its  history,  and  to  reflect  on  its  investment  potential  with  age.  And  take 
time  to  emphasize  the  positive  aspects  of  coins  and  numismatics.  We 
have  a  really  great  hobby,  filled  with  interesting  publications,  people, 
organizations,  and  possibilities.  As  a  numismatist  you  are  a  part  of 
numismatics,  so  spread  your  enthusiasm  and  let  others  join  in  this 
pleasurable  pastime. 


A  “ Gem  ”  From  R.  W.  Julian 


Our fine friend  and  highly  acclaimed  numismatic  researcher  R.  W.  Julian , 
recently  discovered  a  very  significant  letter  ivhich  reveals  several  things.  First 
the  letter,  then  your  editor’s  comments: 

November  19,  1931 

Superintendent  U.S.  Mint 

San  Francisco,  Calif. 

Sir: 

The  only  nickels  coined  this  year  were  those  manufactured  at  your 
mint;  $9,700  worth  being  issued  in  January.  This  amount,  if  allowed  to 
be  the  toal  coinage  for  the  year,  would  send  the  nickels  of  1931  to  a 
premium  and  would  cause  the  Treasurer  and  this  Bureau  a  good  deal  ol 
trouble  for  years.  This  Bureau  has  conferred  with  the  Treasurer’s  Office 
and  it  is  suggested  that  you  discontinue  the  coinage  ol  dimes  and  prepare 
to  run  on  nickels  for  the  balance  of  the  calendar  year. 

It  is  understood  that  you  have  about  $14,700  worth  of  nickel  lor 
recoinage  and  that  you  have  in  addition  a  sufficient  amount  ol  nickel  on 
hand  to  permit  you  to  continue  coining  this  denomination  until  the  close 
of  the  calendar  year.  I  his  Bureau  will  be  glad  to  have  you  manufacture  as 
many  of  these  coins  as  you  can  without  overtime.  Alter  the  beginning  ol 


the  calendar  year  1932,  it  is  suggested  that  you  resume  the  coinage  of 
dimes  and  one-cent  pieces. 

Respectfully,  [signed]  M.M.  O’Reilly 

Acting  Director  ol  the  Mint 

Editor’s  comments:  Although  the  Treasury  Department  was  very 
friendly  to  collectors  in  1931  and,  in  fact,  issued  lists  of  earlier-dated  coins 
for  sale,  it  is  obvious  that  they  did  not  want  the  1931-S  Buffalo  nickel  to 
become  a  rarity.  The  face  value  of  $9,700  worth  coined  in  January  equates 
to  1 94,000  examples  of  the  1931-S  nickel.  By  the  time  that  all  was  said  and 
done,  M.M.  O’Reilly’s  instructions  were  followed.  Thecoinage  was  bumped 
up  to  1 ,200,000 — still  one  of  the  smallest  in  the  series,  and  enough  to  make 
it  a  key  date,  but  not  the  rarity  it  might  have  been  otherwise. 

As  it  turned  out,  the  other  suggestions  ol  O’Reilly  were  not  followed.  Fhe 
1 932-S  cent  was  never  made  (although  1 932  Philadelphia  and  Denver  cents 
were),  and  no  10-cent  pieces  were  struck  at  any  mint  in  1932. 

As  a  side  comment,  your  editor  is  very  impressed  with  Bob  Julian's 
current  series  on  United  States  coin  history  appearing  in  Numismatic 
News.  Perhaps  those  in  charge  at  Krause  Publications  could  be 
persuaded  to  issue  the  series  in  book  form  once  it  is  completed. 


age 
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UNITED  STATES  GOLD 

Coins  for  Sale 


Are  gold  coins  interesting  to  you?  If  so,  you’ve  come 
to  the  right  place.  We  have  added  many  fine  gold 
coins  to  our  stock,  selecting  each  one  for  its  quality, 
appearance,  and  other  aspects  of  numismatic  appeal. 

From  gold  dollars  to  double  eagles,  you’ll  find  a 
lot  to  like! 

$1  Gold  Pieces 

Superb  Gem  1849  Gold  Dollar 


1849  Small  Head,  L  on  Truncation.  MS-65 

(NGC).  Light  green-gold.  Meticulously  detailed 
and  superb  in  every  regard . 6,795 

1852  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant . 475 

1853  MS-62.  Brilliant  and  attractive . 675 

1853  MS-61  (NGC) . 355 

1854  Type  II.  AU-55  (NGC).  Brilliant.  One  of 

many  gold  coins  recently  purchased  and  added 
to  our  inventory. . 795 

1855  Type  II.  AU-55  (NGC).  Brilliant.  A  splendid 

coin  from  among  our  new  purchases . 795 

1856  AU-55  (PCGS).  Slanting  or  italic  5  in  date. 
Brilliant.  First  year  ol  the  Type  III  style.  ..215 


Rare  1859-S  Gold  Dollar 


1859-S  AU-55  (NGC).  You’ll  like  the  quality  of 
this  1859-S  gold  dollar,  which,  at  this  grade 

level  is  quite  rare . 2,495 

1 868  AU-58  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  proofiike.  Low 
mintage . 650 


1868  AU-55  (NGC).  Brilliant,  (ust  purchased.  A  nice 

specimen  of  this  ever-popular  rare  date . 595 

1873  Open  3.  MS-62.  Brilliant  and  very  lus¬ 
trous .  595 

Quarter  Eaoles 

Rare  1807  Quarter  Eagle 


1807  EF-45  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  yellow  gold  speci¬ 
men  of  this  rare  early  quarter  eagle  date.  A  coin 
that  will  be  ideal  for  a  type  set  or  a  specialized 

collection . 5,995 

1839  AU-50  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  attractive. 
Coined  during  the  final  year  of  the  Classic  Head 

design  type.  A  very  attractive  coin . 1,895 

1842-0  EF-45  (PCGS).  A  very  attractive  speci¬ 
men  of  this  early  New  Orleans  issue.  Not  often 

seen  so  nice . 1,750 

1852  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  This  issue  offers 
many  new  purchases  of  which  this  is  one  (due 
to  space  limitations  we  specifically  cite  only  a 

few) . 725 

1854  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 895 

1856-S  AU-55.  Sharp  and  attractive.  Quite  elu¬ 
sive  at  this  grade  level.  One  of  the  finest  we  have 
handled . 1 ,895 

Small-denomination  gold  coins  of  San  Francisco  dated  in 
the  1 850s  and  early  1 860s  are  exceedingly  rare  today  in  grades 
of  AU  or  finer.  These  pieces  were  extensively  used  in  com¬ 
merce  in  an  era  in  which  small  change  was  scarce.  Unlike  larger 
denominations  (particularly  the  $20)  they  do  not  seem  to  have 
been  a  notable  part  of  bulk  hoards  shipped  to  foreign  locations 
or  lost  at  sea.  The  typical  San  Francisco  Mint  quarter  eagle  of 
this  era  is  apt  to  grade  VF  or,  occasionally,  EF. 

1860-S  AU-53  (PCGS).  A  very  scarce  quarter  eagle 


at  this  grade  level.  Another  prize  for 'the  ad¬ 
vanced  collector . 1,595 

Rare  1862/1  Overdate 


1862/1  EF-45  (ANACS).  Very  scarce  issue.  A  find 
for  the  quarter  eagle  specialist .  2,450 

This  variety  was  discovered  years  ago  by  Omaha  dealer 
Aubrey  Bebee.  Since  that  time  others  have  come  to  light,  but 
today  the  issue  still  remains  quite  elusive. 

Notable  1869-S  $2.50 


1869-S  AU-58  (PCGS).  Bright  yellow  gold.  A 
beautiful  specimen  of  an  issue  which  is  quite 

rare  in  this  grade . 2,350 

As  is  true  of  other  San  Francisco  Mint  quarter  eagles  of 
this  era,  most  specimens  of  1 869-S  are  apt  to  be  seen  in  grades 
such  as  VF  or,  occasionally,  EF. 

1873  Open  3.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 795 

1876-S  EF-45.  Mostly  brilliant  with  some  hints 
of  pink  iridescence.  Popular  centennial  year  is¬ 
sue .  595 

1878  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  nice  combina¬ 
tion  of  high  grade  and  visual  beauty. . 1,095 

1882  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Business  strike 
mintage  of  only  4,000  coins.  Another  of  our 

many  new  purchases . 1,395 

1887  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Scarce  low-mint¬ 
age  issue.  Just  added  to  our  stock . 525 

1889  MS-63  (NGC).  Essentially  brilliant  with  just 

a  whisper  of  olive  iridescence . 1,150 

1896  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Scarce  so  nice.  1,450 

1902  MS-63  (PCGS) . 850 

1903  MS-64  (PCGS) . 1,395 

1905  MS-63.  Brilliant . 950 

1905  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 205 

1906  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 950 

1906  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 195 

1907  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 950 

Last  year  of  the  Liberty  Head  design.  First  introduced 
in  1840.  this  became  the  longest  used  motif,  without  a  ma 
jor  change,  in  American  coinage  history. 

1908  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 125 


The  Bowers  and  Merena  Comparison  Test 


After  you  receive  your  coins  from  us,  com¬ 
pare  their  quality  and  value  with  coins  from  any 
other  source.  (You  must  examine  the  coins  in 
person;  a  comparison  of  advertised  prices  with¬ 
out  seeing  the  quality  is  absolutely  meaningless.) 
If  you  don’t  agree  that  the  coins  you  buy  right 


here  are  equal  to  or  better  than  those  from  any 
other  source,  just  return  them  within  30  days  (7 
days  for  certified  coins)  for  an  instant  refund. 

Simplified,  the  famous  Bowers  and  Merena 
Comparison  Test  can  be  stated  this  way:  Try 
us,  and  you  will  like  us! 
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1908  MS-61.  Brilliant.  First  year  of  Bela  Lyon 


Pratt’s  new  design  type . 305 

1908  AU-58  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 209 


Gem  1909  Quarter  Eagle 


1909  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  gem  example  of  this  early 


Indian  quarter  eagle . 4,495 

1909  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 325 

1910  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 325 

1910  AU-55  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 195 

1911  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 325 

191 1  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 209 


Mostly  brilliant  with  some  splashes  of  lilac  on 


the  reverse . 875 

1928  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 315 

1928  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 295 

1928  AU-58.  Brilliant . 205 

1929  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 315 

1929  MS-61.  Brilliant . 295 

1929  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 295 


$3  (.nlil 


1854  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 995 

1863  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  One  of  only  5,000 

minted.  Another  choice,  rare,  and  desirable  gold 

coin  just  purchased  and  added  to  stock . 1 ,495 

1878  MS-60  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  frosty.  Ideal 

for  a  type  set . 1 ,895 

1878  AU-55  (PCGS) . 995 


Gem  191 1-D  $2.50  Rarity 


191 1  -D  MS-64  (NGC).  A  beautiful,  brilliant  gem 
specimen,  lustrous  and  frosty,  of  the  rarest  and 
most  desired  issue  in  the  Indian  quarter  eagle 
series.  Mintmark  very  bold  (worth  noting,  as 
some  of  this  issue  have  the  mintmark  weak).  It 
is  not  often  we  have  one  to  offer  at  this  grade 
level . 10,950 


Key  191 1-D  Quarter  Eagle 


Half  Eagles 

Splendid  1803/2  Overdate  $5 


1803/2  Breen-  1C.  AU-58  (PCGS).  There  are  many 
really  great  buys  to  be  found  among  gold  coins, 
in  our  opinion,  and  we  have  been  buying  all  the 
choice  pieces  we  can  find . 3,350 


191 1-D  MS-62  (NGC).  Sharp  mintmark.  A  “find" 


for  the  specialist . 3,350 

191 1-D  AU-55.  Brilliant  surfaces.  Nice  eye  appeal 

for  the  grade . 1,595 

191 1-D  AU-50  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 1,295 

1912  MS-62  (NGC) . 345 

1912  MS-60  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 299 

1912AU-58.  Brilliant . 225 

1912  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 209 

1913  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 335 

1913  MS-60.  Brilliant . 285 

1914  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,195 

1914-D  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 550 

1914-D  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 465 

1915  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 325 

1915  MS-61. (PCGS).  Brilliant . 315 

1925-D  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 315 

1925-D  MS-60.  Brilliant . 249 

1926  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 315 

1926  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 315 

1927  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 315 

1928  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous  and  attractive. 


Lustrous  1809/8  $5 


1809/8  B-1A.  Rarity-3.  AU-53  (NGC).  Brilliant.  A 
splendid  specimen  ol  this  overdate.  Ideal  for  a  type 
set  or  date  collection.  Just  purchased . 3,495 

Lustrous  1813  $5 


1813  B-l  A.  Rarity-3.  AU-50  (PCGS).  Olive-gold 
iridescence  with  most  of  the  original  mint  lus¬ 


tre  still  surviving  in  the  fields . 3,450 

1834  Classic  Head.  Plain  4,  No  Motto  AU-53 
(PCGS) . 925 


1834  Classic  Head.  Plain  4,  No  Motto.  FT-45 

(ANACS) . 475 

1834  Classic  Head.  Plain  4,  No  Motto.  El  r 

(PCGS) . 475 

1 836  Breen-6509  AU-50 . 850 

1838  AU-53  (PCGS).  Brilliant  surfaces  with  most 
of  the  original  mint  lustre  still  surviving.  A 
handsome  example . 925 

Seldom  Seen  1840-C  $5 


1840-C  EF-40  (PCGS).  A  rarity  in  all  grades.  2,950 
1845-0  EF-45  (NGC).  Scarce  at  this  grade 

level .  1 ,450 

1850  AU-58  (PCGS).  Lustrous  and  attractive. 
An  exceptional  specimen  of  an  issue  which, 
when  seen,  is  apt  to  be  in  a  significantly  lower 

grade .  1,995 

1878  MS-60.  Brilliant . 495 

1879-CC  EF-40  (PCGS).  Some  lustre  remains  in 

protected  areas.  Rare  issue . 1,550 

1881  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 195 


Gem  1886-S  $5  Gold 


1886-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant.  While  the  1886- 
S  is  seen  quite  regularly,  and,  in  fact,  is  quite 
plentiful  in  lower  grades,  at  the  MS-64  level  it 
is  a  rarity. . 2,850 

1892- S  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Quite  scarce  in 

Mint  State,  although  readily  available  in  worn 
grades . 1 ,095 

1893- 0  MS-60  (NGC).  Brilliant.  A  popular  and 

somewhat  scarce  New  Orleans  issue . 1 ,495 

1893-S  AU-55  (PCGS) . 275 

1895  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 419 

Lustrous  Gem  1903  $5 


1903  MS-64  (PCGS).  Exceptionally  nice.  A  qual¬ 


ity  coin  for  a  type  set . 2,850 

1905  AU-50 . 195 


1908  Liberty.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  ..2,150 

The  $S  gold  half  eagle  was  the  only  1  ibertv  Head  gold 
coin  to  he  made  in  1 008.  The  Liberty  Head  quarter  eagle, 
eagle,  and  double  eagle  were  all  discontinued  in  1W7. 
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Mint  Engravers 

as 

Coin  Dealers 


Should  be  glad  to  receive  Leach’s  “Recollections 
etc.”  Glad  to  hear  of  your  improved  health.  I  wish 
I  could  say  as  much  for  myself. 

Sincerely  yours, 

T.  L.  Comparette 


by  Q.  David  Bowers 

We  reproduce  herewith  a  letter  from  T.  Louis  Comparette, 
curator  of  the  Mint  Collection  at  Philadelphia,  a  post  he  had 
held  since  1905.  Dated  July  28,  1920,  the  letter  is  addressed  to 
Farran  Zerbe,  past  president  of  the  American  Numismatic 
Association,  and  a  gentleman  who  traveled  widely  with  his 
Money  of  the  World  exhibit  which  he  set  up  at  banks  and 
other  public  places.  By  doing  _ _ 


this,  Zerbe  was  able  to  sell 
coin-related  souvenirs  and  also 
to  buy  rare  coins  from  the 
public.  Years  later  in  autumn 
1 928,  Zerbe  sold  his  collection 
to  the  Chase  Bank,  New  York 
City,  which  then  opened  the 
display  as  the  Chase  Money 
Museum. 

In  this  1920  letter,  Zerbe 
asked  Comparette  as  to  the 
mintage  of  what  we  know  today 
in  1997  as  the  famous  MCM VI I 
(1907)  Ultra  High  Relief  $20. 
Comparette,  who  certainly  was 
in  a  position  to  know  as  he  had 
been  on  the  scene  when  these 
pieces  were  minted,  commented 
as  follows: 
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Of  the  very  first  issue  or  rather  trial- 
piece  of  the  double  eagle,  by  Saint- 
Gaudens,  it  now  appears  that  22  were 

struck.  But  no  figures  are  reliable,  because  it  is  now  known  that  the 
Engraver  at  the  mint  at  that  time  abused  his  office  and  struck  pieces 
surreptitiously  for  his  own  advantage.  Two  specimens  of  the  coin  were 
found  in  his  collection  after  his  demise,  and  how  many  he  made  and 
sold  is  unknown. 

Of  the  double  eagle,  size  [diameter]  of  the  eagle,  there  are  two  in  the 
Cabinet.  How  many  others  are  in  existence  I  do  not  know.  I  have  had 
reliable  information  of  one  being  sold  [this  specimen  was  later  in  the 
Boyd,  Farouk,  and  Wilkison  collections].  So  there  must  be  at  least 
three  in  existence. 

Eagle:  a)  Unmilled  (usually  designated  knife-edge)  about  625  struck 
and  issued,  b)  Narrow  milling  (that  is,  with  narrow  border)  and  with 
periods  before  and  after  .TEN.  DOLLARS,  about  50  specimens, 
according  to  official  statement. 


The  reference  in  the  first  paragraph  is  to 
Charles  E.  Barber,  chief  engraver  at  the  Mint, 
who  is  charged  as  having  abused  his  office  and 
struck  pieces  surreptitiously  for  his  own  ad¬ 
vantage.  Comparette  relates  further,  very  mat¬ 
ter  of  factly,  “Two  coins  were  found  in  his 
collection  after  his  demise,  and  how  many  he 
made  and  sold  is  unknown.” 

In  our  January  sale  of  the  Norweb  Collec¬ 
tion  specimen  of  the  MCMVII  Ultra  High 
Relief  $20,  we  gave  a  list  ol  pieces  known  to  us, 
amounting  to  nearly  20  examples.  How  many  more  were  struck 
is  not  known,  but  quite  probably  the  number  was  fewer  than  30 
totally.  Various  quantities  such  as  1 8  and  22  have  appeared  in  past 
literature.  Barber  kept  his  own  counsel  as  did  George  T.  Morgan, 
the  latter  being  Barber’s  successor  as  chief  engraver  upon  Barber’s 

death  in  1917.  Morgan  kept  up  the  tradi¬ 
tion  of  production  of  pieces  for  his  own 
profit,  and  in  our  sale  of  the  silver  dollars 
in  the  Norweb  Collection  in  the  1980s, 
we  quoted  some  correspondence  from 
Morgan  whereby  he  was  making  up  spe¬ 
cial  Proofs,  1921-1922,  for  private  and 
confidential  sale  to  collectors. 

Returning  to  the  subject  of  MCM  VII 
(1907)  Extremely  High  Relief  $20,  it 
seems  that  the  official  conduit  or  funnel 
from  Barber  to  the  market  was  Henry 
Chapman,  the  well  known  Philadelphia 
dealer.  Although  the  figures  are  not 
known  with  precision,  it  seems  that  the 
retail  price  of  these  was  posted  at  $  1 ,000 
to  $  1 , 1 00  in  the  years  after  1 907.  This 
was  a  high  price  on  the  numismatic 
market,  and  sales  were  necessarily  slow. 
What  percentage  of  this  money  went 
to  Chapman  as  seller  and  what  went  to 
Barber  as  provider  is  not  known.  Per¬ 
haps  it  was  a  joint  venture  or  perhaps 
Chapman  simply  received  them  on 
consignment  from  Barber.  During  the  10  years 
from  1 907  to  Barber’s  death  in  1917,  some  other  fancy  pieces  were 
made,  including  at  least  two  1915  Panama-Pacific  commemorative 
half  dollars  struck  in  gold,  and  without  the  usual  S  mintmark,  these 
being  private  impressions  from  the  dies  before  the  mintmark  was 
punched  in.  The  two  known  examples  are  each  struck  on  planchets 
cut  from  $20  pieces  dated  1908. 

Exactly  what  part  Charles  E.  Barber  played  in  the  making  and 
sale  of  rare  coins  during  this  decade  is  not  known,  but  quite 
probably  Morgan  was  part  of  the  game  as  well,  as  the  two  worked 
very  closely  together.  In  turn,  Morgan’s  successor  as  chief  engraver, 
John  R.  Sinnock,  occasionally  made  special  pieces  as  well,  for  private 
distribution,  but  not  necessarily  for  private  profit.  An  example  is 
provided  by  a  documented  1936  Proof  Elgin  half  dollar,  made  by 
Sinnock  for  the  designer  of  the  coin,  Trygve  Rovelstad. 
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UNITED  STATUS  MINI 


1908  Indian.  AU-55  (PCGS) . 259 

1909  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  lustrous,  frosty,  and  very 
choice  example  of  this  issue.  A  beauty!  ..2,295 

1909-D  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 295 

Lustrous  1909-0  Half  Eagle 


1909-0  AU-58  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  The 
key  issue  in  the  Indian  Head  half  eagle  series. 
Notable  as  the  last  gold  coinage  variety  struck 
at  the  New  Orleans  Mint.  Only  34,200  ex¬ 
amples  were  struck,  by  far  the  lowest  produc¬ 
tion  figure  of  the  design  type . 3,895 

1910  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Consider  this 

beauty,  from  our  new  purchases,  for  your  type 

set . 695 

191 1-D  AU-55  (NGC).  Brilliant . 695 


191 1- S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 975 

1912- S  AU-58  (NGC).  Brilliant . 595 

1 9 1 3- S  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Scarcer  issue.  Just 

acquired . 675 


1914  MS-63.  Brilliant,  lustrous.  Quite  rare  so 

fine .  2,195 

The  1914  is  quite  elusive  in  Mint  State,  in  fact,  our  ex¬ 
perience  has  been  that  the  only  Indian  half  eagle  readily  avail¬ 
able  in  Mint  State  is  the  1 909-D,  trailed  at  a  long  distance  by 
the  1 908  Philadelphia  issue.  Nearly  all  others  are  seldom  seen. 

1914  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  Beau¬ 
tiful!  . 1,950 

1915  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 725 

1916-S  MS-60  (NGC).  Lightly  toned.  Significant 

as  the  final  Indian  half  eagle  issue  struck  at  the 
San  Francisco  Mint.  The  only  subsequent  issue 
was  struck  in  1929  at  Philadelphia . 625 


Numismatic  Notes 

or 

Things  You  May  Have  Forgotten 

( if  you  ever  knew) 


Early  Teletype  use  in  coin  trading: 
In  1963  the  Professional  Numismatists 
Guild  had  its  own  Teletype  network  link¬ 
ing  members,  who  typed  messages  on  a 
clackety  green  monster  in  a  glass  and 
green  metal  case.  Minutes  after  the 
Kennedy  assassination  on  November  22, 
1 963,  PNG  members  learned  of  the  shoot¬ 
ing,  being  among  the  first  in  the  nation  to 
do  so.  The  PNG  Teletype  was  defunct 
within  a  year,  but  other  networks  had 
sprung  up. 

Lots  of  awards:  Eric  P.  Newman,  St. 
Louis  collector  who  began  his  interest  in 
numismatics  in  1921,  has  received  more 
Heath  Literary  Awards  than  any  other 
writer  in  the  pages  of  The  Numismatist. 

Lotsa  footnotes:  The  record  for  the 
most  footnotes  in  any  single  article'  in  The 
Numismatist?  may  be  held  by  David  L. 
Ganz,1 2 3  whose  “Toward  a  Revision  of  the 
Minting  and  Coinage  Laws  of  the  United 


States, 4  had  180-count  them- 180! 

Almas  mater  (alma  maters?):  Two 
past  presidents  of  the  ANA,  Col.  Adna  G. 
Wilde,  Jr.,  and  Col.  Grover  C.  Criswell, 
both  graduated  from  The  Citadel. 

Day  job:  Elias  Rasmussen,  one  of  the 
leading  dealers  in  commemorative  coins  in 
the  1930s,  was  as  a  profession  the  Rev. 
Rasmussen,  a  man  of  the  cloth. 

Trade  dollars:  Minted  in  large  quanti¬ 
ties  from  1873  to  1878  and  in  smaller 
numbers  after  that  time,  the  trade  dollar  was 
a  smash  success  as  a  coin  for  international 
trading.  However,  the  Bland-Allison  Act, 
February  28,  1878,  abolished  it,  and  re¬ 
placed  it  with  the  greatest  of  all  minting 
porkbarrels:  the  requirement  that  Uncle 
Sam  buy  millions  of  dollars  of  silver  each 
month  and  coin  it  into  dollars.  Somehow,  it 
later  became  conventional  wisdom  that  the 
trade  dollar  had  failed.  Truth  was  just  the 
opposite. 


1  This  article  being  in  the  November  1978  issue. 

2  First  published  in  1  888,  and  more  or  less  continued  as  a  monthly  since  that  time. 

3  Prominent  attorney  who  later  served  as  president  of  the  ANA. 

4  Which  had  already  been  revised  countless  times. 


$1(1  (ioltIKatfks 

1842- 0  EF-45 . 995 

1843- 0  EF-45  (ANACS).  Olive-gold  toning. 495 

1 88 1- CC  EF-45  (NGC) . 725 

1882- CC  EF-45  (PCGS) . 1,850 

1882-S  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,595 

1884-CC  EF-45  (NGC).  Very  scarce  at  this  grade 

level . 1 ,495 


1890  MS-61  (PCGS).  A  lustrous,  frosty  specimen 
of  a  variety  that  is  quite  elusive  at  this  grade  level. 


Another  prize  item  for  the  specialist! . 1,795 

1891-CC  AU-50  (NGC) . 495 

1893-CC  EF-45  (PCGS).  Last  issue  of  the  Carson 

City  Mint . 895 


The  Carson  City  Mint  ceased  coining  in  1 893,  after  which 
it  functioned  as  an  assay  office  and  bullion  depository.  Around 
the  year  1900  the  remaining  materials — left  over  reverse  dies 
and  the  like — were  shipped  to  Philadelphia.  Some  silver  dol¬ 
lars  remained  in  storage  at  Carson  City  for  a  decade  or  so,  then 
were  sent  to  the  Treasury  Building  in  Washington  for  storage. 


1897-0  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 465 

1898  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,150 


Lustrous  Gem  1903  $10 


1903  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  lustrous  gem  speci¬ 


men . 3,895 

1903-0  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 365 

1906-S  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 795 

1906-S  MS-60  (NGC).  Brilliant . 575 

1908  Indian.  No  Motto.  AU-55  (PCGS) . 549 


Delightful  1908-D  No  Motto  Rarity 


1908-D  Indian.  No  Motto.  MS-63  (PCGS).  \  kc\ 
date  in  the  Indian  eagle  series.  Attractive  light 
orange-gold  toning.  Mint  State  examples  of  this 
issue  are  quite  underrated . ~,495 
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I  N ITIIII  STATES  MINI 


1909- D  MS-61  (PCGS) . 995 

1910- D  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 595 

1910-S  AU-58  (ANACS).  Brilliant  and  satiny. 

Quite  scarce  this  nice . 579 

1911  MS-62  (PCGS) . 525 

1912-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,450 


Elusive  at  this  grade  level.  Probably  95%  of  known  speci¬ 
mens  of  1912-S  are  less  than  Mint  State. 

1916-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Last  issue  in 


the  early  (1907-1916)  Indian  series,  after  which 

there  was  a  coinage  gap  until  1920 . 1,525 

1932  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Last  readily  col¬ 
lectible  issue  of  the  denomination . 850 


$20  Gold 
Oimlili1  Eaoles 

We’ve  been  in  the  coin  game  for  many  years, 
yet  a  large,  heavy  $20  gold  coin  is  always  im¬ 
pressive!  Such  pieces,  which  in  many  instances 
sell  for  very  modest  premiums  over  their  gold 
value  (each  contains  about  a  ounce  of  gold),  are 


delightful  to  own. 

1858  AU-50  (PCGS) . 1,250 

1858-S  EF-40 . 675 

1861- S  EF-45 . 725 

1862- S  AU-50  (NGC).  Just  purchased,  one  ol 

many  attractive  $20  and  other  gold  issues  added 
to  our  inventory  and  offered  here . 1 ,450 

1865-S  EF-45 . 725 

1873- CC  EF-45 . 1,695 

1874- S  AU-55 . 675 

1877-S  MS-60  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 695 

1877-S  AU-55 . 625 


1881-S  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 595 

1894-S  AU-50 . 625 


1881-S  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 595 

1894-S  AU-50 . 625 

1905  $20  Rarity 


1905  MS-62  (PCGS).  Well  struck,  brilliant,  and 
lustrous.  An  outstanding  specimen  of  this  im¬ 
portant  date,  one  ol  the  most  elusive  of  all 
double  eagles  minted  during  the  final  decade 
of  the  Liberty  Plead  design . 5,495 

Famous  MCMV1I  High  Relief  $20 


MCMVII  (1907)  High  Relief.  AU-58  (PCGS). 
Attractive  bright  yellow  gold.  Lustrous.  A  splen¬ 
did  specimen  at  this  grade  level  of  this  gorgeous 


and  historical  design  by  noted  sculptor  Augus¬ 
tus  Saint-Gaudens.  Just  purchased . 5,950 

1907  Saint-Gaudens.  Arabic  Numerals.  MS-64 
(NGC).  A  high-grade  specimen  that  will  please 
the  connoisseur.  Ideal  lor  a  type  set . 1,550 

1907  Saint-Gaudens.  Arabic  Numerals.  MS-63 

(PCGS) . 765 

1908  No  Motto.  MS-62.  Brilliant . 715 

1909/8  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,350 


Notable  Mint  State  1909  $20 


1909  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Difficult  to  find 
in  choice  Mint  State,  and  a  notable  offering  as 


such.  Lustrous  and  very  beautiful . 3,450 

191 1-S  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 595 

1912  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,450 

1913  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,825 


Gem  1922-S  $20  Rarity 


1922-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Rare  in  all  grades, 
particularly  so  at  the  lofty  level  here  offered.  This 
coin  is  an  ideal  buy  for  the  connoisseur.  Not  of¬ 
ten  do  we  have  such  a  beauty  to  offer!  ....  4,850 


Key  1924-S  Double  Eagle 


1924-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  On  any  list,  the 
1 924-S  is  one  of  the  key  issues  in  an  era  in  which 
most  mintmarked  double  eagles  are  rarities.  This 
coin  is  lustrous  and  frosty  and  is  one  of  the  nic¬ 


est  we  have  ever  offered  in  these  pages. ...  4,950 

1927  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,230 

1928  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 595 


Something  More  is  Needed 


Writing  in  1970,  Charles  M.  Johnson 
suggested  that  reading,  study,  and  research 
were  inexpensive  pursuits  and  do  not  carry  a 
price  tag  or  require  purchases  of  expensive 
coins.  At  a  trifling  cost  you  can  satisfy  your 
thirst  for  learning,  available  almost  for  the 
asking.  If  your  coin  collecting  activities  drag 
or  grind  to  a  halt  because  you  have  run  out  of 
funds  or  are  unable  to  find  specimens  for 
your  collection,  you  can  still  continue  to 
collect  and  enjoy  knowledge  and  informa¬ 
tion  about  them.  Soon  you  will  realize  that 
the  mere  act  of  purchasing  coins  and  assem¬ 
bling  a  collection  cannot  satisfy  a  thinking 
mind.  Something  more  is  needed!  With 
knowledge  comes  the  ultimate  satisfaction 
that  prevents  one  from  tiring  of  collecting 
|  and  sparks  greater  collecting  achievements. 

Numismatic  knowledge,  once  the  prov¬ 
ince  of  students  and  researchers,  is  now 
within  the  reach  of  everyone.  The  sources, 

|  methods,  and  new  technical  keys  available 


within  the  past  decade,  which  we  have  re¬ 
viewed,  will  unlock  and  welcome  you  into 
the  fascinating  and  vast  world  of  numismatic 
literature.  Right  nowyou  can  start  exploring 
and  from  this  great  treasure  of  authoritative 
material  to  refresh  and  expand  your  under¬ 
standing  of  coins,  paper  money,  tokens, 
medals,  or  any  other  specialized  interests. 
You  may  thrill  with  the  excitement  of  dis¬ 
covery  as  you  plunge  into  the  splendor  and 
magnificence  of  the  stories  your  coins  tell, 
the  significance  of  money  in  the  progress  of 
civilization;  the  dramatization  of  the  lives 
and  times  of  celebrities  portrayed  on  our 
money;  the  historical  eras  and  events  memo¬ 
rialized  in  the  coinage  marking  the  rise  and 
fall  of  vanished  civilizations;  the  suffering 
and  hardships  caused  by  monetary  follies, 
mistakes  and  experimentation  of  unscrupu¬ 
lous  kings,  rogues  and  politicians.  So  let  us 
collect  knowledge  as  well  as  coins  for  the 
fullest  enjoyment  of  numismatics. 
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Question  & 


Answer  Forum 


by  Q.  David  Bowers 


Ql’m  an  incurable  fan  of  Matte  Proof 
Lincoln  cents.  As  if  it  weren  t  bad 
enough  to  already  own  two  complete 
sets,  I’m  always  on  the  look  out  for  better  ones 
in  dealers  lists  or  in  auction  catalogues.  In  the 
past  year  or  two  it  seems  as  if  pickins  have  been 
much  slimmer  than  they  were  previously,  and  I 
don  t  understand  why. 

In  any  event,  the  subject  of  this  letter  is 
specifically  the  1909  V.D.B.  Matte  Proof.  As 
everyone  knows,  its  the  key  coin  to  a  neat  little 
nine-coin  set.  There  were  two  new  books  in  1 996 
on  Lincoln  cents,  and  I  am  now  confused  with 
conflicting  information.  The  Wexler-Flynn  book 

QWhat  exactly  is  a  trade  dollar?  Why  is  the  word  came  out  first,  and  emphasized  error  coins,  doubled  dies, 

trade  significant?  How  does  a  trade  dollar  differ  repunched  mintmarks  and  such,  but  also  contained  several 

from  a  silver  dollar?  — R.C.L.  pages  of  information  on  Matte  Proofs.  The  David  Lange  book 

came  next  and  is  a  more  conventional  reference  work,  devot- 

Aln  the  early  1870s  the  government  decided  to  ing  a  page  or  more  to  each  date  and  mintmark  in  the  Lincoln 

make  a  silver  dollar  specifically  lor  use  in  trade  series,  and  also  including  several  pages  on  the  Matte  Proofs, 

(commerce),  most  particularly  for  trade  with  the  Prior  to  the  publication  of  these  two  books  the  standard 

Orient.  Chinese  merchants  and  banks  preferred  to  receive  pay-  reference  on  authentication  of  the  1909  V.D.B.  was  the  ANA 

ment  in  silver  coins.  The  most  popular  coin  for  this  purpose  was  book,  Counterfeit  Detection,  which  reprinted  Leonard 

the  Mexican  silver  eight  reals  (a.k.a.  silver  peso  or  Mexican  Albrecht  s  earlier  articles  on  Matte  Proof  authentication  ap- 

dollar),  made  ol  silver  and  slightly  heavier  than  a  United  States  pearing  in  The  Numismatist.  This  reference  source  told  us  that 

silver  dollar  (the  U.S.  dollar  weighed  412.5  grains,  90%  silver  the  mintage  of  the  1909  V.D.B.  was  420,  that  all  of  these  were 

arfd  1 0%  copper).  probably  struck  with  a  single  pair  of  dies,  and  that  there  were 

To  nudge  the  Mexican  dollar  from  its  position,  Uncle  Sam’s  certain  diagnostic  marks  that  one  should  look  for  on  both  the 


trade  dollars  were  made  slightly  heavier  than 
both  the  U.S.  dollar  and  the  Mexican 
dollar.  Weighing  420  grains  (90%  sil¬ 
ver,  1 0%  copper)  the  U.S.  trade  dollar 
was  soon  received  with  enthusiasm  in 
China. 

Trade  dollars  were  not  made  from 
government  reserves  of  silver  bullion. 

Rather,  they  were  struck  on  specific 
request  for  depositors  of  silver  bullion. 

All  went  well  with  the  U.S.  trade  dollar, 
and  a  government  investigation  in  1877  found 
that  the  trade  dollar  was  serving  its  purpose  well 
and  was  appreciated  by  American  export  firms  as 
well  as  Chinese  business  interests. 

In  early  1  878  the  scenario  changed 
swiftly.  In  the  greatest  political-numis¬ 
matic  pork  barrel  project  of  all  time, 
the  Bland-Allison  Act  was  passed  on 
February  28.  This  mandated  that  the 
government  buy  for  its  own  account 
many  millions  of  ounces  of  silver  and 
convert  the  metal  into  coins.  This  was 
a  sop  to  western  silver  mining  interests, 
many  of  whom  had  fallen  upon  hard 
times  due  to  the  reduction  in  the  mar¬ 
ket  price  of  silver.  Regular-issue  trade 
dollars  were  discontinued  immediately, 
and  the  Morgan  silver  dollar  became 
the  largest  silver  coin  of  the  realm. 

From  the  start,  production  ol  Morgan 
dollars  far  exceeded  anything  known 
series. 


We  invite  readers  to 
submit  questions 
concerning  general  or 
specific  aspects  of  United 
States  numismatics. 

Q.  David  Bowers  will 
do  his  best  to  answer 
them  in  this  column. 


in  the  trade  dollar 


obverse  and  reverse  to  authenticate  the  genuine  product.  1  his 
was  caveated  somewhat,  however,  in  the  introductory  para¬ 
graph  which  cautioned  that  other  genuine  Matte  Proof 
coins  also  could  exist,  the  products  of  different  dies  or  die 
states.  Continuing  on,  the  reference  says  that  authentica¬ 
tion  of  any  coin  requires  consideration  of  all  diagnostics, 
not  just  a  single  characteristic.  The  “all  diagnostics 
referred  to  include  the  strike,  surfaces,  and 
squareness  of  the  rims. 

David  Lange’s  book  references  the  ANA 
Counterfeit  Detection  book,  and  presents 
the  same  kind  of  information.  The  Wexler- 
Flynn  book  is  a  different  story,  however. 
This  book  states  that  the  mintage  of  the 
1909  V.D.B.  was  really  1,194  rather 
than  420,  and  suggests  that  as  many  as 
two  obverse  dies  and  three  reverse  dies 
were  used  to  strike  the  1,194  coins.  The 
description  of  these  five  dies  is  couched 
in  terms  of  differing  the  die  polish  or  die 
scratch  lines,  or  differing  die  chips,  which 
leads  me  to  question  whether  these  are 
really  different  dies  or  different  die  states. 
It  is  conceivable  to  me  that  1909  V.D.B. 
production  could  have  started  with  a 
fresh  and  unmarked  die  pair,  and  then 
picked  up  polish  marks  and  chips  as  the 
production  progressed.  The  Wexler- 
Flynn  book  does  not  make  it  clear  (to 
me)  which  is  the  true  scenario  (i.e.,  dif¬ 
ferent  dies  or  different  die  states). 

So  where  do  we  stand  now?  Is  the  correct  mintage  420  or 
1,194?  If  I  look  at  a  coin  and  see  the  diagnostic  marks  of  the 
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ANA  book  1  would  feel  confident  that  I  had  a  genuine  product.  But 
suppose  1  don't  see  those  marks,  or  1  see  other  marks  such  as  those 
described  by  Wexler-Flynn,  yet  the  coin  has  the  look  of  a  Matte 
Proof.  Is  it  genuine  or  not,  even  if  it’s  in  a  grading  service  holder? 
How  do  you  personally  approach  this  problem?  Do  you  happen  to 
know  how  the  grading  services  address  the  authentication  of  1909 
V.D.B  Matte  Proofs?  If  not,  and  you  decided  to  print  this  letter  in 
Rare  Coin  Review  or  elsewhere,  perhaps  someone  from  each  grading 
service  could  comment. 

Sorrv  for  so  many  questions,  but  some  of  the  new  information  in 
1996  has,  in  my  opinion,  added  confusion,  rather  than  clarification, 
to  the  1909  V.D.B.  authentication  question.  Can  you  help?  — J.M. 


A  Thank  you  for  your  question.  You  already  address  the  state  of 

the  art,  leaving  little  more  to  be  said  except  to  add  a  few 
comments  and  my  own  opinion. 

My  own  preference  is  to  stay  with  the  ANA  guidelines  as  a  foundation, 
as  these  afford  a  degree  of  comfort.  That  is,  if  a  given  coin  matches  the 
Albrecht-ANA  diagnostics,  is  seems  to  be  home  free  as  an  authentic 
Matte  Proof  However,  pother  die  pairs  were  used,  per  the  Wexler-Flynn 
text  and  certain  other  listings,  it  is  unfair  of  me  to  deny  recognition  to 
them.  However,  I  would  look  at  it  much  more  carefully ! 

I  have  seen  many,  many  pieces  that  I  have  felt  to  be  Mint  State  called 
Matte  Proof  over  the  years,  and  I  personally  think  that  the  420  number 
for  the  1909  V.D.B.  cent  is  the  one  that  I  would  go  with.  However, 
perhaps  the  true  answer  will  never  be  known  (witness,  for  example,  the 
really  weird  mintage  figure  of  682  pieces  attached  to  the  1910  Proof 
$2.50  coin  for  the  same  era;  in  this  instance,  1910  Matte  Proof  $2.50 
coins  are  rarer  today  than  1908  $2.50  coins,  the  latter  having  a  mintage 
of  236).  Popularly  published  Mint  records  on  Proofs  are  sometimes 
highly  inaccurate. 

At  the  outset  I  sent  copies  of  your  letter  to  David  Lange  (who  is  on  the 
staff  of  NGC),  to  Kevin  Flynn  (of  Wexler-Flynn  book  fame),  and  for 
good  measure  to  the  folks  at  ANACS  (the  folks  in  Columbus,  OH),  J.P. 
Martin  (American  Numismatic  Authentication  Bureau,  Colorado 
Springs),  and  Ron  Howard  (chief  grader  at  PCGS  in  California). 

It  was  not  my  point  to  embarrass  anyone,  as  there  may  not  be  a  correct 
answer.  However,  I  did  intend  to  present  different  viewpoints.  Meanwhile, 
a  couple  of  things  happened:  First,  Kevin  Flynn  did  a  very  lengthy  article 
on  this  very  subject  for  Coin  World.  Second,  it  became  evident  that  apart 
from  rehashing  what  is  already  in  the  Albrecht  and  Wexler-Flynn  texts,  I 
could  add  little  of  a  factual  nature.  Third,  the  Rare  Coin  Review,  while  I  like 
to  see  it  as  a  platform  for  interesting  things,  did  not  seem  to  be  the  place  to 
reprint  what  already  took  up  hundreds  (or  more)  words  already  in  recent 
print  elsewhere  by  David  Lange  and  Kevin  Flynn. 

However,  I  do  reprint  this  comment  from  J.P.  Martin  of  the  American 
Numismatic  Association  Authentication  Bureau  (ANAAB)  as  it  will  be 
new  to  our  readers: 

“I  have  had  little  difficulty  in  distinguishing  Proofs  with  the  V.D.B. 
coins,  but  the  plain  type  is  more  difficult.  The  1913  and  1915  are 
sometimes  difficult,  as  well.  The  ANACS  brochure  on  Matte  Proof  cents 
seems  to  be  withstanding  the  test  of  time.  The  fact  that  we  are  dealing  with 
new  hubs  and  dies  that  are  slightly  granular  in  texture  makes  it  very  difficult 
to  distinguish  their  products  from  the  Matte  Proofs. 

‘To  my  knowledge  neither  ANACS  nor  ANAAB  has  certified  a  1909- 
V.D.B.  cent  as  a  Matte  Proof  which  did  not  match  the  diagnostics  of  the  1 98 1 
brochure.  The  diagnostic  die  scratches  on  the  obverse  are  always  clear.  I  he 
two  I  use  are  the  die  polish  tiff  the  shoulder  and  in  front  of  the  nose.  I  have 


written  an  article  in  January  1992  which  shows  the  diagnostics  and  discusses 
an  alteration.  (I  have  enclosed  a  copy  for  your  use.)’’ 

tit 

I  raise  llamas  at  my  home  near  Minneapolis,  and  I 
wonder  if  any  U.S.  coins  have  llamas  on  them?  — 
C.K.L. 

A  All  United  States  coins  are  llama-less,  but  such  animals  are 
found  on  a  few  South  American  issues,  of which  I  am  sending 
you  one  (a  coin,  not  a  llama)  with  my  compliments.  The 
Standard  Catalog  of  World  Coins,  by  Chet  Krause  and  Cliff  M'ishler,  a 
photocopy  of  certain  pages  of  which  I  am  also  sending  (I  don’t  think  Chet 
or  Cliff  would  mind),  gives  more  details. 

By  the  way,  if  you  run  out  of  names  for  your  animals,  why  not  consider 
Lloyd  and  Llewellyn?  And,  when  I  was  doing  some  historical  research  on 
our  town  a  few  years  ago  I  came  across  mention  of  a  lady  whose  first  name 
was  Llyr,  a  cognomen  I  have  not  encountered  elsewhere. 

*  A  \ 

I  have  a  1927  Buffalo  nickel  which  I  believe  to  be  a  Proof 
striking,  but  I  have  not  been  able  to  have  it  certified  as 
such.  Information  as  to  what  is  a  Proof  1927  nickel  and 
what  is  not  seems  to  be  scarce,  and  inquiries  to  a  couple  of  places  have 
brought  no  replies.  What  is  your  opinion? — E.H. 

A  I  have  paraphrased  your  inquiry  to  leave  out  a  few  names. 

Over  the  years  I  have  seen  a  number  oi  Buffalo  nickels  of  the 
1920s  called  Matte  Proof  or  Specimen  or  some  such  desig¬ 
nation,  but  to  my  eyes  they  have  simply  been  very  nice  quality  business 
strikes. 

I  admire  your  efforts  to  have  two  certification  services  call  it  a  Proof, 
and  I  am  sorry  you  have  received  no  detailed  replies.  However,  although 
1  haven’t  had  the  benefit  of  seeing  your  coin,  and  it  may  not  be  proper  to 
comment  upon  a  piece  without  having  done  so,  in  general  I  believe  that 
many  pieces  called  Proof  of  this  era  simply  represent  wishful  thinking.  1 
believe  it  was  Abraham  Lincoln  who  said  something  to  the  effect  that  if 
you  call  a  cow  a  horse,  it  doesn’t  make  it  one. 

I  remember  a  number  of  years  ago  studying  very  carefully  and  catalogu¬ 
ing  a  splendid  1916  Standing  Liberty  quarter  and  calling  it  Gem  Mint 
State.  Subsequently  one  or  another  of  the  grading  services  encapsulated  it 
as  a  Proof.  In  my  opinion  the  coin  is  still  Gem  Mint  State. 


Finding  Buffalo  Nickels  in  Circulation 

The  following  letter  by  Edgar  Levy  of  Colorado  Springs,  Colorado, 
appeared  in  The  Numismatist,  August  1946. 

“Found  All  But  Nine  Buffalo  Nickels  in  Circulation” 

After  reading  the  advertisements  offering  worn  coins,  particularly 
the  buffalo  nickels,  I  decided  to  see  if  they  were  as  “scarce  and  “rare 
as  the  dealers  claim.  In  the  first  two  weeks  after  I  started,  I  picked  out 
of  circulation  all  except  nine  of  the  entire  series.  Strangely  enough  the 
nine  I  lack,  from  1913  to  date,  are  not  “rare”  dates,  but  instead  quite 
common.  Living  as  I  do,  in  the  Denver  Mint  area,  the  dates  1  could 
not  find,  are  mostly  from  the  Philadelphia  Mint.  So  I  attribute  my 
failure  to  find  the  missing  dates  to  the  fact  that  they  do  not  circulate 
as  freely  out  here  as  do  the  mintmarks.  Understand,  these  are  not 
Uncirculated,  but  neither  were  those  advertised. 
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Commemoratives  are  interesting  to  own  and  col¬ 
lect,  especially  those  of  the  “classic”  era  1 892- 1954. 
Bad  press  (justifiably  so,  in  our  opinion)  in  Coin 
World,  Numismatic  News,  and  elsewhere  concern¬ 
ing  modern  commemoratives  of  the  1 990s,  and  their 
exploitation  of  collectors,  has  injured  the  entire 
commemorative  market,  including  for  early,  clas¬ 
sic,  truly  rare  issues.  Perhaps  one  of  these  days  our 
members  of  congress  will  wise  up  and  straighten 
out  their  act.  Meanwhile,  they  will  continue  their 
vampirish  actions  toward  the  numismatic  commu¬ 
nity.  Memo  to  Coin  World  and  Numismatic  News: 
Keep  up  the  good  work! 

Meanwhile,  we  enjoy  commemoratives  of  the 
classic  era.  Today,  prices  for  these  coins  are  very 
reasonable,  in  our  opinion.  If  you  would  like  to 
build  a  fine  collection  of  these,  the  present  mar¬ 
ket  and  our  present  listing  offer  many  opportu¬ 
nities. 

Attractive  1893  Isabella  Quarter 


1893  Isabella  quarter.  MS-65  (NGC).  Lustrous 
with  attractive  light  golden  peripheral  toning. 
Strong  eye  appeal . 2,495 

Lustrous  Gem  Isabella  Quarter 


1893  Isabella  quarter.  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  lustrous 

gem.  Beautiful! . 2,495 

1893  Isabella  quarter.  MS-62  (NGC).  Attractively 

toned  in  rainbow  hues . 379 

1 893  Isabella  quarter.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Light  sil- 


—  TO  ORDER  — 
CALL  TOLL-FREE 

1-800-222-5993 


ver  gray  toning . 379 

1893  Isabella  quarter.  MS-60.  Lustrous  and  beau¬ 
tiful . 319 

1893  Isabella  quarter.  AU-58  (PCGS) . 279 

1893  Isabella  quarter.  AU-50.  Pastel  gold  and  li¬ 
lac  toning .  259 


Gem  1900  Lafayette  $1 


1900  Lafayette  dollar.  MS-65  (NGC).  A  splen¬ 
did  gem  specimen,  lustrous  and  frosty  with  at¬ 
tractive  toning.  A  high  echelon  example  of  an 


We  received  the  following  letter  from  New 
Jersey  numismatist  David  W.  Lange,  known  to 
our  readers  in  a  number  of  contexts  includingas 
author  to  the  recently  published  book,  The 
Complete  Guide  to  Lincoln  Cents.  The  date 
1935  which  we  used  was  that  in  the  negative  in 
the  original  photograph — quite  possibly  some¬ 
one  at  Pan-Am  mixed  up  his  history  when 
distributing  this  at  a  later  date,  and  the  error 
was  passed  along  to  us  and  to  our  readers. 
Thanks  to  Dave  Lange  for  straightening  it  out: 

“Dave: 

“As  always,  I  enjoyed  reading  the  latest 
issue  of  the  Rare  Coin  Review  (#1 16).  Being 
an  aviation  buff,  I  was  intrigued  by  the  photo 
on  page  27  of  the  Pan-Am  Clipper.  I  imme¬ 
diately  recognized  it  as  the  famous  Model 
314,  which  entered  service  in  1939.  I  hus,  I 
assumed  that  the  answer  to  your  quiz  about 
which  coin  was  struck  in  the  year  of  the 
photo  would  prove  to  be  the  1 939  Arkansas 
piece. 


issue  which,  when  seen  in  Mint  State,  is  usu¬ 


ally  MS-60  to  MS-62 . 9,100 

1921  Alabama.  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 245 

1936  Albany.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 235 

1935  Arkansas.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 98 

1935-D  Arkansas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 275 

1935- D  Arkansas.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 98 

1936  Arkansas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 325 

1936  Arkansas.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 91 

1936- D  Arkansas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 420 

1936-D  Arkansas.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 135 

1936-D  Arkansas.  MS-62.  Brilliant . 78 

1936-S  Arkansas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 420 

1936-S  Arkansas.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 135 

1936-S  Arkansas.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 91 

1936-S  Arkansas.  MS-62.  Brilliant . 78 

1937  Arkansas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 325 

1938  Arkansas.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 155 

1938  Arkansas.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 140 


In  recent  times  there  has  been  a  long  overdue  (in  our  opin¬ 
ion)  interest  in  various  scarce  dates  and  mintmarks  in  some  of 
the  longer  commemorative  series — of  which  the  Arkansas  is  a 
prime  example.  Perhaps  some  of  our  comments  about  a  lot  of 


“I  was  surprised  to  read  on  a  little  further 
and  discover  your  answer  that  the  1 935  Old 
Spanish  Trail  half  dollar  was  coined  in  the 
year  of  the  photo.  While  it’s  true  that  Pan 
American  Airways  introduced  overseas  clip¬ 
per  service  in  1 935,  the  aircraft  illustrated  is 
indeed  a  314,  one  of  four  produced  by 
Boeing  exclusively  for  Pan  Am.  Known  ge- 
nerically  as  “China  Clippers,”  in  fact  only 
one  of  the  four  carried  this  name.  The  others 
were  christened  respectively  as  Yankee  Clip¬ 
per,  Hawaii  Clipper,  and  Philippines  Clipper. 

“The  clippers’  years  of  leisurely  cruising 
were  very  short.  They  served  with  distinc¬ 
tion  during  World  War  II,  when  they  fre¬ 
quently  carried  diplomats,  important  mili¬ 
tary  figures,  and  even  President  Roosevelt. 
As  I  recall,  at  least  two  were  lost  in  wartime 
crashes,  while  those  that  remained  at  the 
war’s  end  were  considered  obsolete  and  were 
soon  broken  up  for  scrap. 

“Sincerely  yours,” 

— Dave 


Not  Until  1939. . . 
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' alue  tor  the  money  have  something  to  do  with  it.  In  any  event, 
prices  are  still  quite  low.  Often  such  pieces  have  much  lower 
mintages  than  do  varieties  earlier  in  the  same  design  sequence, 
and  vet  the  market  price  difference  is  only  slightly  higher.  This 
adds  up  to  a  lot  of  coin  value  for  the  money. 

1938-D  Arkansas.  MS-63.  Brilliant.  Rare . 169 

1938-D  Arkansas.  MS-60.  Brilliant.  Low  mint¬ 
age .  133 

1938- S  Arkansas.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 169 

1939  Arkansas.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 330 

Very  low  mintage  of  just  2,104  pieces,  with  a  distribu¬ 
tion  of  just  2, 1 00 — one  of  the  lowest  production  figures  for 
any  legal  tender  United  States  coin  of  the  present  century. 

1939  Arkansas.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 299 

1939- S  Arkansas.  MS-64.  Brilliant.  Rare! . 350 

1936-S  Bay  Bridge.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 315 

At  the  time  of  distribution  these  coins  could  be  purchased 
at  a  drive-up  concession  at  the  bridge  itself. 

1936-S  Bay  Bridge.  MS-62.  Brilliant . 109 

1934  Boone.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 98 

1935  Boone  with  small  “1934.”  Brilliant . 155 

1935-S  Boone  with  small  “1934.”  MS-65.  Brilliant. 

A  rarity;  only  2,000  were  distributed  from  a 
mintage  of  only  2,004! . 945 

1935- D  Boone.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 1 15 

1936  Boone.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 105 

1936  Boone.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 98 

1936- D  Boone.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 175 

1936- S  Boone.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 119 

1937  Boone.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 175 

1937- D  Boone.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  Rare  so  nice. 490 

As  is  true  of  other  issues  in  extended  commemorative 
series  with  dates  and  mintmarks,  such  issues  as  1937-D,  made 
toward  the  end  of  the  series,  offer  low  mintages  for  prices 
that  are  only  slightly  higher  than  common  varieties.  If  you 
are  putting  together  a  type  set  you  may  wish  to  add  a  piece 


such  as  this. 

1937- S  Boone.  MS-65.  Brilliant  and  rare . 525 

1938  Boone.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 495 

1938- S  Boone.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 429 

1938-S  Boone.  MS-63.  Brilliant,  rare!  . 385 

1936  Bridgeport.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 309 


The  obverse  features  P.T.  Barnum,  proprietor  of  the 
American  Museum  in  New  York  City,  and  at  one  time  con¬ 
sidered  to  be  Bridgeport’s  leading  citizen  and  benefactor.  At 
one  time  in  the  American  Museum  there  was  a  display  of 
rare  coins,  but  we  have  never  encountered  more  than  passing 
notice  concerning  it — no  inventory,  no  description  of  indi¬ 
vidual  pieces.  If  any  reader  has  such,  let  us  know  and  we  ll 
examine  the  subject  in  a  future  issue  of  the  Rare  Coin  Review. 

1925-S  California.  MS-65.  Brilliant,  rare  so  fine.  840 

Noted  dealer  B.  Max  Mehl  in  the  1 930s  considered  this 
design  to  be  one  of  the  very  finest  of  all  commemoratives. 

1925-S  California.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 239 

1952  Carver- Washington.  MS-65  (ANACS).  At¬ 
tractive  multi-hued  toning . 56 

1952- S  Carver- Washington.  MS-65-  Brilliant.  105 

1953  Carver- Washington.  MS-64  (ANACS).  Bril¬ 
liant . 63 

1953- S  Carver- Washington.  MS-65  (ANACS). 

Brilliant . 98 

1954  Carver-Washington.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  .  195 

1954- 13  Carver-Washington.  MS-64.  Brilliant.  56 

1 954-19  Carver-Washington.  MS-63.  Brilliant.  42 

1  954-S  Carver-Washington.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  84 

1936-19  Cincinnati.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 295 

The  Cincinnati  half  dollar,  minted  in  three  varieties,  is  one 
of  the  most  curious  of  all  issues  from  this  era.  It  was  conceived 
byTK/rnas  ( Melish,  a  well-known  numismatist  who  persuaded 
(  .on cress  to  let  him  have  his  own  commemorative  coins! 


Seeking  to  create  designs  that  would  sell,  Melish  came  up 
with  the  idea  that  1936  celebrated  Cleveland’s  50th  anniver¬ 
sary  as  “a  musical  center  of  America,”  never  mind  that  noth¬ 
ing  specifically  happened  50  years  earlier  in  1886  that  was 
worth  commemorating  on  a  United  States  legal  tender  coin. 

The  pieces  were  sold  in  sets  of  three,  one  each  from  the 
Philadelphia,  Denver  and  San  Francisco  for  $7.75  the  trio — 
the  highest  original  offering  price  up  to  that  time.  The  numis¬ 
matic  community  was  quickly  told  that  the  issue  was  “sold 
out,”  and  the  price  on  the  aftermarket  jumped  to  $50  a  set.  By 
some  fortunate  circumstance.  Thomas  Melish  and  his  friends 
just  happened  to  have  a  few  sets  on  hand  when  the  price  reached 
$50,  a  situation  that  provoked  outrage  among  numismatists. 
The  fascinating  story  and  all  of  the  details  are  given  in  Q. 


David  Bowers’  book,  Commemorative  Coins  of  the  United  States: 


A  Complete  Encyclopedia. 

1936-S  Cincinnati.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 315 

1936-S  Cincinnati.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 299 

1936  Cleveland.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 210 

1936  Cleveland.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 95 

1936  Cleveland.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 84 

1936  Cleveland.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 70 

1936  Columbia.  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant.  ...365 

1936  Columbia.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 259 

1936  Columbia.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 239 

1936-D  Columbia.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 259 
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A  Look  at  Mt.  Rushmore 


■<  Gutzon  Borglum  was  well  known  in  the 
early  20th  century  for  his  monumental  sculp¬ 
tures,  including  Stone  Mountain  in  Georgia, 
which  was  observed  in  1925  on  a  commemo¬ 
rative  half  dollar.  He  is  even 
better  known  for  the 
work  he  did  on  the 
Mt.  Rushmore 
m  e  m  o  r  i  a 
Here  Borglum 
is  shown  in  a 
precarious 
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position  as  one 

of  the  sculptures  is  being  done 
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Y  The  sculptor  shown  on 
Jefferson’s  nose. 

■ — mm  n  tw — 


The  photos  above  and  below  show  the  Mt. 
Rushmore  Memorial  being  worked  on  in  the 
1930s.  (Bowers  and  Merena  archives) 
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UNITED  STATES  COMMEMORATIVE  COINS 


1892  Columbian.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 840 

1  his  was  the  very  first  United  States  commemorative  half 
dollar.  It  was  issued  for  the  World’s  Columbian  Exposition, 
scheduled  to  open  in  Chicago  in  1 892  to  celebrate  the  400th 
anniversary  of  Columbus’  “discovery”  of  America.  However, 
construction  fell  behind,  and  the  gates  were  not  thrown  open 
to  the  public  at  large  until  1893,  thus  accounting  for  the  sub¬ 


sequent  production  of  half  dollars  of  the  1 893  date. 

1893  Columbian.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 155 

1893  Columbian.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 90 

1893  Columbian.  MS-62.  Brilliant . 59 

1893  Columbian.  MS-62  (NGC).  Light  golden 

toning . 59 

1893  Columbian.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  ..59 

1893  Columbian.  AU-58  (PCGS) . 29 

1935  Connecticut.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  Scarce  in  gem 
grade . 630 


Depicted  is  the  Charter  Oak,  which  survived  until  the 
19th  century,  when  it  was  destroyed.  This  particular  issue 
was  widely  distributed,  with  many  being  sold  to  residents  of 
Connecticut,  and  others  to  numismatists.  The  modernistic 
eagle  on  the  reverse  is  somewhat  similar  to  that  used  later  on 
the  1936  Bridgeport  half  dollar. 

1935  Connecticut.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Deep  golden 


toning . 630 

1935  Connecticut.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 275 

1936  Delaware.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 239 

1936  Delaware.  MS-61.  Brilliant . 219 

1936  Delaware.  AU-58 . 210 

1936  Elgin.  MS-66  (*PCGS).  Brilliant . 710 

1936  Elgin.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 239 

1936  Elgin.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 225 

1936  Gettysburg.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 560 


This  issue  is  one  of  several  exploitative  varieties  of  the 
era.  It  was  produced  to  observe  the  75th  anniversary  of  the 
battle  of  Gettysburg  1 863- 1 938,  but  the  promoters  were  so 
eager  to  cash  in  on  the  market  that  it  was  produced  earlier. 

1936  Gettysburg.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 329 

Rare  1922  Grant  With  Star  50<f 


1922  Grant.  With  Star.  MS-64  (NGC).  Iridescent 

pastel  toning  on  frosty  silver  surfaces . 2,730 

1922  Grant.  No  Star.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 295 


Gem  1928  Hawaiian 


1928  Hawaiian.  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  gem 
specimen  of  the  most  desired  “type”  in  the  se¬ 
ries . 5,390 


Just  10,008  were  struck  of  the  1928  Hawaiian  half  dol¬ 
lar,  the  odd  eight  pieces  being  reserved  for  the  Assay  Com¬ 
mission.  Many  of  the  pieces,  possibly  even  most,  were  sold 
within  the  Hawaiian  islands,  with  the  minor  part  of  the  mint¬ 
age  going  to  numismatists.  Thus,  pieces  became  scarce  on 
the  numismatic  market,  and  today  the  issue  remains  as  the 
most  desirable  single  “type"  or  major  design.  The  acquisi¬ 
tion  of  a  1928  Hawaiian  is  necessary  to  the  completion  of  a 
type  set,  while  certain  varieties  with  lower  mintages — such 
as  the  1935-D  and  1935-S  Boone  half  dollars  with  “Small 
1934” — are  rarer,  but  they  are  not  needed  for  a  basic  design 
set,  but  are  in  the  realm  of  the  variety  specialist. 

Two  other  commemorative  half  dollars  have  mintages 
identical  to  the  Hawaiian:  the  1935  Hudson  and  1935  Old 
Spanish  Trail.  Interestingly,  the  “Old”  in  the  title  of  the  lat¬ 
ter  half  dollar  has  largely  been  forgotten,  and  in  modern  list¬ 
ings  the  coin  is  alphabetized  under  “S."  The  1935  Hudson 
and  Old  Spanish  Trail  half  dollars  were  primarily  sold  to  the 
numismatic  community,  and  thus  larger  numbers  of  them 
survive  today  than  do  the  Hawaiians. 

1928  Hawaiian.  MS-63.  Essentially  brilliant  with 
just  a  hint  of  pale  champagne  iridescence.  1 ,995 
1928  Hawaiian.  MS-61.  Brilliant.  Always  in  de¬ 


mand . 1,610 

1928  Hawaiian.  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  1,610 

1928  Hawaiian.  AU-55.  Brilliant . 1,195 

1935  Hudson.  MS-64.  Brilliant.  Key  issue.  ...650 
1935  Hudson.  AU-58.  Rarer  in  AU  than  in  Mint 

State  (for  most  went  to  collectors!) . 495 

1924  Huguenot.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 550 

1946  Iowa.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 160 

1946  Iowa.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 1 15 

1946  Iowa.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 78 

1918  Lincoln-Illinois.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  One  ol  the 


most  classic  designs  of  the  era,  especially  the  re¬ 
verse,  which  is  considered  by  many  to  be  the  fin¬ 
est  work  of  John  R.  Sinnock  (who  later  became 


the  chief  engraver  at  the  Mint).  Brilliant.  ..  625 

1936  Long  Island.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 409 

1936  Long  Island.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 84 

1936  Long  Island.  MS-62.  Brilliant . 79 

1936  Long  Island.  AU-58  (NGC) . 65 

1936  Lynchburg.  MS-66  (NGC).  Smooth  satiny 

surfaces . 895 

1936  Lynchburg.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 295 


1920  Maine.  MS-65.  Brilliant.  A  lustrous  gem.  589 

We  have  always  considered  high  quality  1 920  Maine  half 
dollars  to  be  a  bit  scarcer  than  market  values  reflect.  Curi¬ 
ously,  the  dies  for  this  issue  were  not  highly  finished,  and 
examination  under  magnification  will  reveal  many  raisedXmes 
from  the  preparation  process.  This  is  especially  evident  on 
early  impressions  from  the  dies.  Although  Anthony  de 
Francisci  created  plaster  models  for  the  Maine  half  dollar 
(Francisci  later  became  better  known  for  his  1921  Peace  sil¬ 
ver  dollar),  to  this  day  it  is  not  known  who  created  the  actual 
design  for  the  coin. 

1920  Maine.  AU-55.  Brilliant . 95 

1934  Maryland.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 369 

1934  Maryland.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 175 

1934  Maryland.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 155 

1921  Missouri.  2*4.  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  475 
1921  Missouri  MS-63  (ANACS).  Light  toning.  699 

1921  Missouri.  AU-58  (NGC).  Brilliant . 350 

1923-S  Monroe  MS-64.  Brilliant . 359 

1938  New  Rochelle.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  695 
1938  New  Rochelle.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Attractive 

golden  peripheral  toning  surrounds  brilliant 

centers . 350 

1936  Norfolk.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  . 525 

1936  Norfolk.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 420 


1926  Oregon.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 219 

1926  Oregon  AU-55  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 99 

1928  Oregon.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 225 


Again  we  suggest  that  you  review  the  mintages  of  issues 
such  as  the  later  Oregon  varieties,  for  often  pieces  that  have 
low  production  quantities  can  be  obtained  for  just  a  modest 
increment  over  more  common  issues. 

A  number  of  years  ago  the  Society  for  United  States 
Commemorative  Coins  took  a  poll  of  its  members,  and  the 
1926-1939  Oregon  frail  Memorial  design  was  picked  as  the 
most  artistic.  The  motifs  are  indeed  beautiful,  reminiscent 
of  the  American  West.  Today  a  complete  collection  of  date 
and  mintmark  varieties  can  be  obtained  in  high  grade  for 
relatively  modest  cost,  with  the  present  issue  providing  a  great 


opportunity  in  this  regard. 

1928  Oregon.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 205 

1933-D  Oregon.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 315 

1933-D  Oregon.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 280 

1936  Oregon.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 165 

1936- S  Oregon.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 185 

1937- D  Oregon.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 195 

1938  Oregon.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 255 

1938  Oregon.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 225 

1938- S  Oregon.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 269 


Gem  1915-S  Panama- Pacific  50<t 


1915-S  Panama-Pacific.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant.  A  key  to  the  series  at  this  gem  level.  You 
will  have  to  do  a  lot  of  searching  to  find  its 

equal!  Quality  all  the  way! . 2,550 

1915-S  Panama-Pacific.  MS-63  (ANACS).  Popu¬ 


lar  variety  issued  in  conjunction  with  the 
Panama-Pacific  International  Exposition  in  San 

Francisco . 700 

1915-S  Panama-Pacific.  MS-62.  Brilliant . 525 

1915-S  Panama-Pacific.  MS-62  (ANACS). ...  525 

1915-S  Panama-Pacific.  AU-55.  Brilliant . 265 

1915-S  Panama  Pacific.  AU-50.  Attractive  gold  and 

electric  blue  iridescence . 239 

1920  Pilgrim.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 490 


The  1920  Pilgrim  half  dollar  was  meant  to  observe  the 
300th  anniversary  of  the  landing  of  the  Pilgrims  on  that  fa¬ 
mous  rock.  However,  this  became  the  first  of  the  exploitative 
commemorative  coins  inasmuch  as  by  the  end  of  1 920  there 
were  still  undistributed  pieces  on  hand,  but  to  provide  rev- 


Instant  Delivery! 

When  you  order,  ask  Gail  Watson  about 
our  overnight  Federal  Express  service,  lust 
$10  on  orders  under  $500;  FREE  above 
that  amount.  Shipments  to  street  addresses 
anywhere  in  the  USA! 

Telephone  your  order  TODAY  by  1 :00 
p.m.  Eastern  time,  and  you'll  enjoy  them 
tomorrow! 
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cnue  by  selling  coins  to  collectors,  an  unneeded  and  irrel¬ 
evant  issue  dated  1921  was  produced. 

Thus  began  a  long  tradition — continuing  to  the  present 
day — ol  producing  commemoratives  that  were  not  especially 
needed  to  commemorate  anything  (for  example,  the  1 92 1 
Pilgrim  hall  dollar  observed  the  30 1  st  anniversary  of  the  land¬ 


ing  of  the  Pilgrims),  but  were  made  specifically  to  tap  the 
wallets  ot  collectors  and  investors 

1920  Pilgrim.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 99 

1920  Pilgrim.  MS-60.  Brilliant . 78 

1920  Pilgrim.  AU-58.  Brilliant . 77 

1920  Pilgrim.  AU-55.  Brilliant . 73 

1920  Pilgrim.  AU-50.  Brilliant . 66 

1921  Pilgrim.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 750 

1921  Pilgrim.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 250 

1936  Rhode  Island.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 315 

1936  Rhode  Island.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 115 

1936-D  Rhode  Island.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 315 

1936-D  Rhode  Island.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 115 

1936-D  Rhode  Island.  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant.  87 
1936-D  Rhode  Island.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Light 

golden  toning . 87 

1936-S  Rhode  Island.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 325 

1936-S  Rhode  Island.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 1 15 

1936-S  Rhode  Island.  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant.  87 

1937  Roanoke.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 259 


It  is  generally  conceded  that  movie  star  Errol  Flynn  was 
the  model  for  the  obverse  of  this  issue.  Among 
commemoratives  of  this  era,  the  Roanoke  is  generally  avail¬ 
able  in  high  grades — in  tact,  a  worn  one  would  be  a  rarity. 
Moreover,  most  specimens  are  quite  attractive  and  well  struck. 


No  problem  in  getting  a  nice  one. 

1937  Roanoke.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 235 

1936  Robinson.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 259 

1936  Robinson.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 1 19 

1936  Robinson.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 98 

1936  Robinson.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 85 

1935-S  San  Diego.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 98 

1935- S  San  Diego.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 87 

1936- D  San  Diego.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 109 

1936-D  San  Diego.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 91 

1926  Sesquicentennial.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 499 

1926  Sesquicentennial.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 169 

1926  Sesquicentennial.  MS-61  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant .  79 

1925  Stone  Mountain.  MS-66  (NGC).  Bril¬ 
liant .  595 


Representative  of  the  history  of  the  South  including  the 
Confederacy,  this  issue  was  very  popular  at  the  time,  but  the 
production  quantity  was  sufficiently  generous  that  hoards 


remained  for  years  afterward. 

1925  Stone  Mountain.  MS-66  (PCGS) . 595 

1925  Stone  Mountain.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 189 

1925  Stone  Mountain.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 79 

1925  Stone  Mountain.  AU-58.  Brilliant . 44 

1934  Texas.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 112 


It  has  been  our  experience  over  a  long  period  of  years 
that  Texas  commemorative  half  dollars  have  always  been  very 
popular — in  high  markets,  low  markets,  and  in  between.  The 
design  is  one  of  the  most  ornate  and  complex  of  any  issue. 
High-grade  specimens  can  be  fairly  attractive.  A  complete 
set  contains  no  “impossible"  rarities  and  makes  a  nice  dis¬ 
play.  The  present  offering  will  give  you  a  good  start. 


1 934  Texas  MS-63  (ANACS) . 1 1 2 

1954 Texas.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 101 

1935  Texas.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 1 19 

1935-D  Texas.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 165 

1935-D  Texas.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 126 

1935-S  Texas.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 126 


1936  Texas  MS-65.  Brilliant . 149 

1936  Texas.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 1 19 

1937  Texas.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 126 

1937-S  Texas.  MS-66.  Brilliant . 252 

1938  Texas.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 309 

1938  Texas.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 275 

1925  Vancouver.  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant.  ...309 

1927  Vermont.  MS-62.  Brilliant . 175 

1947  B.T.W.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 84 

1947-D  B.T.W.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 45 


The  Booker  T.  Washington  series  is  replete  with  many 
low  mintage  varieties  that  sell  for  nominal  prices.  Again,  if 
you  want  “a  lot  ot  coin  for  the  money,”  we  suggest  that  you 
look  up  the  mintage  of  these  pieces  and  also  consider  the 


market  prices. 

1947- S  B.T.W.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 84 

1948  B.T.W.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 59 

1948- D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 59 

1949  B.T.W.  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 189 

Mintage:  6,004. 

1949  B.T.W.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 89 

1949- D  B.T.W.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 105 

Mintage:  6,004. 

1949- S  B.T.W.  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 189 

Mintage:  6,004. 

1950  B.T.W.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 77 

1950- S  B.T.W.  MS-66.  Brilliant . 279 

Mintage:  512,091.  Probably,  most  were  never  distributed. 

1950-S  B.T.W.  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 279 

1950- S  B.T.W.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 49 

1951  B.T.W.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 70 

Mintage:  5 1 0,082,  most  of  which  were  probably  melted. 

1951- S  B.T.W.  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 199 

1936  Wisconsin.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 239 

1936  Wisconsin.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 210 

1936  Wisconsin.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 195 

1936  York.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 210 

1936  York.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 195 


Reputation 

A  good  reputation  is  an  enviable  honor.  It 
cannot  be  bought,  sold,  traded,  or  otherwise 
acquired  part  way  through  life,  or  in  the 
midst  of  a  business  career.  It  is  elemental,  and 
exists  or  does  not  exist  at  the  beginning. 

A  good  reputation  grows.  It  starts  with 
the  first  person  to  whom  you  are  known  or 
with  whom  you  deal,  and  expands  through¬ 
out  your  career  as  you  come  into  contact 
with  more  people.  It  must  be  maintained  at 
all  times  or  it  ceases  to  exist. 

I  enjoy  numismatics,  and  my  pleasant  deal¬ 
ings  with  the  increasing  number  of  you  who 
write  to  buy  or  to  sell  is  a  constant  inspiration. 

I  buy  and  sell  coins  on  the  basis  of  fairness 
and  my  best  judgment  of  value  to  both 
parties.  If  you  have  coins  to  sell,  I  will  be 
pleased  to  buy  at  a  price  which  reflects  the 
true  quality  and  value  of  your  material,  and 
will  pay  cash  immediately.  Your  correspon¬ 
dence  is  invited. 

(Published  byQ.  David  Bowers,  October  1955) 


Commemorative 
Silver  Coins 

In  the  following  “grid”  we  offer  PCGS  and 
NGC-certified  coins  of  hand-picked  Premium 
Quality,  all  lustrous  and  with  brilliant  or  lightly 
toned  surfaces.  Each  coin  is  aesthetically  pleasing 
and  is  an  excellent  example  of  its  type.  Use  this 
special  offering  to  build  your  collection  of  com¬ 
memorative  coins,  one  of  America’s  most  inter¬ 
esting  series.  (For  other  fine  commemoratives  in 
grades  other  than  PCGS  and  NGC  MS-63,  64, 
and  65,  see  the  preceding  listing.)  As  many  other 
discriminating  buyers  have  done  lor  40  years, 
make  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  your  head¬ 
quarters  for  quality  and  value. 


VARIETY 

MS-63 

MS-64 

MS-65 

1893  Isabella  25tf 

$550 

$995 

$2495 

1900  Lafayette  $1 

1595 

2625 

9100 

1921  Alabama  plain 

475 

950 

1921  Alabama  2X2 

665 

3500 

1936  Albany 

249 

280 

375 

1937  Antietam 

510 

Arkansas  type 

1935 

84 

98 

269 

1935-D 

91 

98 

275 

1935-S 

91 

98 

275 

1936 

91 

98 

325 

1936-D 

91 

135 

420 

1936-S 

91 

1937 

91 

325 

1937-D 

105 

135 

450 

1937-S 

135 

450 

1938 

140 

155 

1938-D 

169 

185 

735 

1938-S 

169 

735 

1939 

299 

350 

1939-S 

350 

805 

1936-S  Bay  Bridge 

140 

Boone  type 

1934 

91 

98 

1935 

98 

115 

1935-D 

98 

115 

1935-S 

110 

115 

1935/34-S 

525 

945 

1936 

98 

10S 

1936-D 

1  10 

175 

1936-S 

1  10 

175 

1937 

us 

175 

PaRe  26 
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VARIETY 

MS-63 

MS-64 

MS-65 

1937-D 

$245 

$335 

$490 

1938 

385 

495 

1938-D 

385 

1938-S 

$429 

495 

1936  Bridgeport 

140 

155 

309 

1925-S  California 

185 

239 

840 

Carver- Washington  type 

1951 

45 

1951-D 

49 

1951-S 

98 

1952 

28 

1952-D 

210 

1952-S 

69 

1954 

31 

49 

1954-D 

42 

56 

1954-S 

42 

84 

Cincinnati  type 

1936 

275 

1936-D 

315 

630 

1936-S 

299 

315 

1936  Cleveland 

84 

95 

210 

Columbia,  S.C.  type 

* 

1936 

225 

239 

259 

1936-D 

245 

1936-S 

275 

315 

1892  Columbian 

90 

155 

840 

1893  Columbian 

90 

155 

1935  Connecticut 

250 

275 

630 

1936  Delaware 

230 

239 

409 

1936  Elgin 

225 

239 

1936  Gettysburg 

329 

560 

1922  Grant  plain 

189 

295 

885 

1922  Grant  Star 

1890 

1928  Hawaiian 

1995 

2625 

5390 

1 924  Huguenot 

140 

550 

1946  Iowa 

89 

95 

115 

1925  Lexington 

119 

695 

1918  Lincoln-Ill. 

189 

625 

1936  Long  Island 

84 

105 

409 

1936  Lynchburg 

205 

295 

1920  Maine 

225 

589 

1934  Maryland 

155 

175 

369 

1921  Missouri 

699 

1400 

1921  Missouri  2x4 

980 

7560 

1923-S  Monroe 

135 

359 

1938  New  Rochelle 

350 

369 

1936  Norfolk 

420 

Oregon  Trail  type 

1926 

149 

219 

1926-S 

135 

230 

1928 

225 

315 

1933-D 

280 

315 

1934-D 

189 

205 

315 

1936 

155 

165 

219 

1 936-S 

195 
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VARIETY 

MS-63 

MS-64 

MS-65 

1937-D 

$195 

$229 

1938 

$210 

225 

255 

1938-D 

230 

245 

295 

1938-S 

230 

245 

269 

1939 

475 

1939-D 

475 

525 

700 

1939-S 

475 

525 

700 

191 5-S  Pan-Pac 

700 

1150 

2550 

1920  Pilgrim 

99 

115 

490 

1921  Pilgrim 

175 

250 

750 

Rhode  Island  type 

1936 

115 

315 

1936-D 

99 

115 

315 

1936-S 

99 

115 

325 

1 937  Roanoke 

215 

235 

259 

1936  Robinson 

98 

119 

259 

1935-S  San  Diego 

87 

98 

1936-D  San  Diego 

91 

109 

1926  Sesqui 

499 

5320 

1935  Spanish  Trail 

950 

1925  Stone  Mt. 

79 

189 

Texas  type 

1934 

112 

126 

165 

1935 

119 

165 

1935-D 

119 

126 

1935-S 

126 

165 

1936 

165 

1936-D 

112 

1936-S 

126 

165 

1937 

126 

165 

1937-D 

126 

165 

1937-S 

123 

126 

165 

1938 

275 

309 

1938-D 

315 

329 

1938-S 

315 

1925  Vancouver 

390 

1190 

1927  Vermont 

189 

1936  Wisconsin 

195 

210 

239 

1936  York 

195 

210 

BTW  Type 

1946-D 

28 

1946-S 

28 

1947 

45 

1947-D 

45 

1948 

70 

1948-D 

59 

77 

1948-S 

59 

1949 

89 

105 

1949-D 

105 

1949-S 

105 

1950 

59 

77 

1950-D 

59 

77 

1950-S 

42 

49 

1951 

42 

70 

1951-D 

65 

70 

Modern 

lommemoicUivA*  (dins 

1982-S  Washington  50C.  Proof-65  as  issued;  in 
original  case.  Design  by  Elizabeth  Jones.  5.95 

1993-W  Madison  hall  dollar.  MS-65.  Special  ANA 

counterstamp  issue . 1 9.95 

The  Guide  Book  contains  this  notice:  “9,656  of  the  Un¬ 
circulated  version  were  privately  marked  on  the  edge  with  a 
serial  number  and  the  initials  of  the  Madison  Foundation 
and  the  American  Numismatic  Association.” 

Commemorative 
Cold  Coins 

1922  Grant  gold  dollar.  No  Star.  MS-63  (PCGS). 
We  have  been  buying  attractive  commem- 
oratives  whenever  we  can  find  them.  This  issue 
offers  many  new  purchases  of  which  this  coin 
is  one . 1,795 

1922  Grant  gold  dollar.  No  Star.  MS-62  (PCGS). 
Bright  yellow-gold.  A  small  copper  spot  is  noted 
between  the  L’s  of  DOLLAR.  Very  attractive 
overall . 1,595 


Choice  Lewis  &  Clark  Gold  $1 


1904  Lewis  &  Clark  gold  dollar.  MS-63  (PCGS). 

Brilliant  and  lustrous . 1,995 

1905  Lewis  &  Clark  gold  dollar.  AU-58  (PCGS). 

Scarcest  of  the  commemorative  gold  dollar  va¬ 
rieties .  . 675 

Remarkable  Prooflike  Jefferson  $1 


1903  Louisiana  Purchase  gold  dollar.  Jefferson 
portrait.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Fully  prooflike  and 
very  closely  resembling  the  Proof  rarities  of  this 
year.  A  very  special  specimen.  In  fact,  face-up 
in  its  holder,  this  coin  appears  to  be  a  full  Proof 

for  all  intents  and  purposes . 2,295 

1903  Louisiana  Purchase  gold  dollar.  Jefferson 
portrait.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Especially  brilliant 
and  lustrous,  an  all-around  “nice”  coin  ..  1,295 
1903  Louisiana  Purchase  gold  dollar.  Jefferson 

portrait.  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 795 

1903  Louisiana  Purchase  gold  dollar.  Jefferson 

portrait.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 825 

1903  Louisiana  Purchase  gold  dollar.  Jefferson 

Portrait.  AU-58  (NGC) . 450 

1903  Louisiana  Purchase  gold  dollar.  Jefferson 

portrait.  AU-58  (PCGS) . 450 

1903  Louisiana  Purchase  gold  dollar.  McKinley 
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portrait.  MS-63  (PCGS).  We  think  the  mar¬ 
ket  otters  many  really  excellent  buys,  and  we 
have  been  emphasizing  our  acquisitions  in  this 

area .  730 

1903  Louisiana  Purchase  gold  dollar.  McKinley 

portrait.  AU-58  (PCGS) . 415 

1915-S  Panama-Pacific  gold  dollar.  MS-64 
(PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  splendid  specimen  ol  this 

popular  commemorative . 1,095 

1915-S  Panama-Pacific  gold  dollar.  MS-62 
(NGC) .  560 

Gem  1916  McKinley  Gold  $1 


1916  McKinley  gold  dollar.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant . 2,795 

1916  McKinley  gold  dollar.  MS-63  (PCGS).  725 

1917  McKinley  gold  dollar.  AU-58  (NGC).  ..425 
1915-S  Panama-Pacific  quarter  eagle.  AU-58 

(PCGS).  have  added  many  commemorative 

coins  to  our  inventory. . 1,595 

1926  Sesquicentennial  quarter  eagle.  MS-64. 

Brilliant . 1,195 

1926  Sesquicentennial  quarter  eagle.  MS-63.  Bril¬ 
liant . 695 

1926  Sesquicentennial  quarter  eagle.  MS-63 
(PCGS).  Brilliant . 695 


1926  Sesquicentennial  quarter  eagle.  AU-55 

(NGC).  Brilliant . 295 

Commemorative  gold  dollar  bracelet,  early  20th 
century,  comprised  of  1 1  gold  dollars  from  the 
St.  Louis  World’s  Fair;  nine  of  the  McKinley 
design  and  two  of  the  Jefferson  portrait.  Ex¬ 
pertly  crafted  by  joining  original  gold  dollars 
together  with  gold  links  and  a  gold  clasp.  Al¬ 
though  we  have  seen  some  one-coin  and  three- 
coin  jewelry  items  made  from  commemorative 
dollars  during  this  era  (some  of  these  are  illus¬ 
trated  in  Dave  Bowers’  book,  Coins  and  Collec¬ 
tors),  the  present  item  is  the  only  1 1-coin  brace¬ 
let  we  have  ever  seen . 2,900 

Proof  Sets 

1951  five-piece  Proof  set.  Proof-66  (PCGS).  1$, 

5$,  10$,  25$,  50 $ . 675 

1951  five-piece  Proof  set.  Proof-65.  1$,  5$,  10$, 
25$,  50$ . 325 

California  Small 
Denomination  Gold 

llonnil  Hold  50$ 

1853  BG-302  PCK  (for  “peacock”).  MS-62 
(PCGS).  Brilliant.  Reverse  is  of  the  famous 


“peacock”  style — actually  an  eagle — sur¬ 
rounded  by  resplendent  rays.  A  prime  classic 

and  always  in  demand . 1,195 

1874  BG-1034.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 850 

ISoiiiiiI  l.nlil  sl 


Rare  1872  Round  Gold  $1 


1872  BG-1207.  Indian  Head.  Rarity-5.  MS- 
62  (PCGS).  A  brilliant,  prooflike,  and  very 
beautiful  specimen  of  this  issue.  As  a  class, 
round-format  gold  dollars  are  all  rarities.  Your 
satisfaction  is  guaranteed!  . 3,850 

(Mammal  Hold  $1 

1871  BG-1109.  Liberty  Head.  Rarity-5.  MS-64 
(PCGS).  A  brilliant  and  highly  prooflike  gem! 
Very  attractive! . 1,950 


1875  BG-1125.  Indian  Head.  Rarity-6+.  MS- 

64  (PCGS).  Prooflike.  Dies  with  very  interest¬ 
ing  clash  marks.  A  gorgeous  specimen!  .2,350 


A  Different  View 


Shown  here  is  a  view  we  hadn’t  seen 
before  of  the  Coining  Room  at  the  Second 
Philadelphia  Mint,  probably  circa  1870s. 
Along  the  left  wall  are  seen  at  least  th  ree  heavy 
coining  presses  of  the  knuckle-action  variety 
(shown  below),  driven  by  steam  power  via 
belts  linked  to  a  distant  engine.  Toward  the 
rear  to  the  right,  not  sharply  visible,  is  a 
wrought  iron  fence  behind  which  visitors 
could  stand  to  watch  the  process.  In  the 
foreground  seem  to  be  wooden  boxes  filled 
with  either  planchets  or,  more  likely,  minted 
coins,  with  some  type  of  a  counting  rack  with 
parallel  ridges  seen  imme¬ 
diately  behind.  (Pho¬ 
tograph  courtesy 
of  David 
Sundman) 


3L'f 
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1850  “Ring  Cent  ’  Pattern 


1850  cent.  Pollock-134,  Judd-119.  Proof-63 

(PCGS).  One  of  several  efforts  to  reduce  the  size 
and  weight  of  the  cent  in  an  era  in  which  the  cop¬ 
per  “large”  cent  was  viewed  as  too  expensive  to 
produce  and  very  cumbersome  to  handle.  2,795 


Gem  1858  Flying  Eagle  Cent 


1858  Flying  Eagle  cent  transitional  pattern.  P- 
233,  J-191.  Small  Letters  obverse.  Laurel 
Wreath  reverse  with  five  leaves  per  cluster. 
Rarity-5.  Proof-64  (NGC).  Light  golden  ton¬ 
ing.  Of  special  importance  as  a  transitional  coin 
with  the  obverse  style  of  1858  and  the  reverse 
as  first  regularly  used  in  1859 . 4,350 

Choice  1858  Indian  Cent 


1858  Indian  Head  cent.  P-253,  J-208.  Type  of 
1859  with  laurel  wreath  reverse.  Proof-64 
(PCGS).  Mirror  surfaces,  light  gold.  An  at¬ 
traction  by  any  standard,  this  1858  Indian  cent 
is  of  the  design  adopted  in  1859.  This  par¬ 
ticular  coin  is  one  of  the  highest  quality  coins 
we  have  ever  seen  (and  we  have  long  special¬ 
ized  in  such  pieces);  certainly  in  the  top  5% 
of  those  known,  quality-wise.  A  find  for  the 

connoisseur . 2,850 

1858  Transitional  Indian  cent.  P-259,  J-208. 
Proof-63.  A  beautiful  specimen  of  this  popu¬ 
lar  issue.  Obverse  and  reverse  style  of  1 859,  but 
dated  1858 .  1,895 

A  fine  collection  is  your  best  investment! 


1859  Indian  cent.  P-272,  J-228.  Obverse  of  1859 
(regular  issue),  reverse  of  1860  (regular  is¬ 
sue  with  oak  wreath  and  shield).  MS-64 
(NGC).  A  brilliant,  lustrous  gem  specimen  of 

this  highly  important  coin . 2,950 

1859  Indian  cent.  P-272,  J-228.  Obverse  of 

1859,  reverse  of  1860.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Popu¬ 
lar  transitional  variety  having  the  reverse  de¬ 
sign  with  oak  wreath  and  shield  adopted  in 

1860.  Partially  brilliant  surfaces  with  blushes 

of  blue  and  lilac.  Nice  eye  appeal . 2,350 

1863  cent.  P-370,  J-305.  Proof-61  BN  (PCGS). 
Bronze.  Obverse  with  portrait  of  George  Washing¬ 
ton  (after  Wright  and/or  Houdon,  the  latter  being 
the  original  inspiration);  motto  GOD  AND  OUR 
COUNTRY  surrounding,  date  below.  Reverse  similar 
to  the  regular  issue  of  1864  except  in  the  present 
instance  with  CENTS  more  curved .  1 ,895 


1865  Copper-Nickel  Cent 


1865  copper-nickel  Indian  cent.  P-476,  J-406. 
Proof-66  (PCGS).  A  gem  specimen  struck  in 
copper-nickel,  the  type  regularly  used  prior  to 
spring  1864.  A  showpiece  for  any  Indian  cent 
collection,  this  piece  will  “pop  out”  and  attract 
a  lot  of  attention!  Just  purchased . 3,950 


1883  Pattern  Liberty  Nickel 


1883  Liberty  Head  nickel.  P-1916,  J-1™12.  Proof- 

64  (PCGS).  A  splendid  brilliant  gem.  Obverse 
with  Liberty  head,  UNITED  SIAIES  OF 
AMERICA  (instead  of  stars)  surrounding.  Reverse 
with  wre;  ith  enclosing  33  N.,  67  C . 2,950 


1859  half  dollar.  P-293,  J-237.  Struck  in  silver. 
Proof-63  (NGC).  Obverse  with  James  B. 
Longacre’s  head  of  Miss  Liberty,  LIBERTY  on 
ribbon  defining  neck  outline.  Reverse  with  de¬ 
tailed  wreath  enclosing  HALF  DOLLAR.  Issued 
as  part  of  a  pattern  set  or  series  this  year.  2,450 


Gem  1859  Pattern  P-295  50<f 


1859  half  dollar.  P-295.  J-239.  Struck  in  sil¬ 
ver.  Proof-65  (NGC).  Obverse  with 
Longacre’s  head  of  Miss  Liberty,  with  LIB¬ 
ERTY  on  long  ribbon  at  bottom  of  portrait. 
Reverse  with  denomination  expressed  as  1/2 
DOLLAR  within  minutely  detailed  wreath.  Is¬ 
sued  as  part  of  a  set  this  year . 4,950 

Gem  1859  Pattern  P-297  50C 


1859  half  dollar.  P-297,  J-241.  Struck  in  sil¬ 
ver.  Proof-64  (NGC).  Obverse  with 
Longacre's  head  of  Miss  Liberty,  with  LIB¬ 
ERTY  on  long  ribbon.  Reverse  with  detailed 
wreath  enclosing  50  CENTS.  Issued  as  part 
of  a  set  this  year .  2,950 
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jumping  from  President  Lincoln’s  box?  Or,  per¬ 
haps  Wrong-Way  Corrigan  could  appear  on  a 
l  commemorative  showcasing  the  accomplish- 

ril  1  •  ril  I  A  ments  of  American  aviation. 

^  I  1  ALT  I  |l  |rl  |  BRITISH  TRADITION  CONTINUES:  In 

■  -™-  a  centuries-old  ceremony,  Paul  McCartney,  the 

Beatle  who  joked  30  years  ago  about  smoking 
_  marijuana  at  Buckingham  Palace,  went  back  to 

see  Queen  Elizabeth  II  to  collect  a  knighthood 
for  helping  to  revolutionize  pop  music.  The  lad 
from  Liverpool,  one  of  the  most  successful 
songwriters  in  history,  became  Sir  Paul 
McCartney.  ( International  Herald  Tribund) 
n  n  n  n 

WE  FOUND  IT  A  LITTLE  HARD  TO 
BELIEVE,  but  apparently  it  is  true.  Richard 
Russell  in  his  Dow  Theory  Letter  recently  said 
DONN  PEARLMAN,  erstwhile  CBS  Radio  personal-  this:  Disinterest  in  gold?  Gold  an  antique?  You  wouldn’t  know 

ity,  now  with  Minkus  &  Dunne,  a  public  relations  agency,  if  from  the  volume  of  bullion  traded  each  day.  The  London 

if  anything  is  versatile.  While  he  was  assisting  with  the  Bullion  Market  Association  (LBMA)  has  finally  released  figures 

publicity  for  our  Eliasberg  Collection  sale  he  was  also  doing  on  gold  trading,  and  the  numbers  are  a  bit  of  a  shocker.  In 

work  for  the  Professional  Numismatists  Guild,  and,  im-  January,  bullion  trading  averaged  ten  billion  dollars  a  day  in 


News  and  Notes 
From  Around  the  World 


portant  to  this  filler,  was  sending  out  publicity  for  Wiscon¬ 
sin  Dells,  a  Wisconsin  tourist  attraction  that  has  recently 
purchased  an  authentic  Soviet  space  station  Mir  and 
plans  to  exhibit  it. 

n  n  n  n 

GO  TO  WISCONSIN: 

In  New  England  one 
hardly  ever  encounters  half 
dollars  in  pocket  change. 

The  first  one  your  editor 
received  in  change  in  the 
past  year  was  obtained  at  a 
Mobil  gas  station  on  the 
Merritt  Parkway  in  Con¬ 
necticut  the  other  day,  on  a 
drive  to  New  York  City.  It 
was  a  1995-P  in,  say,  AU-50 
grade  with  lots  of  marks.  Soon 
thereafter  we  had  a  conversa¬ 
tion  on  another  matter  with  Bob  Van  Ryzin,  Numismatic 
News  staffer,  who  informed  us  that  in  his  home  town  of  Iola, 
Wisconsin,  half  dollars  are  frequently  seen  in  everyday 
transactions. 

n  n  n  n 

THE  HEIGHT  OF  ABSURDITY:  Now  comes  the 
strange,  indeed  incredible  news  (from  The  Numismatist)  that 
President  Franklin  D.  Roosevelt,  he  being  the  president  who 
in  1 933  abolished  American  gold  coinage,  the  same  person  who 
set  in  motion  laws  to  harass  any  member  of  the  public  who 
wanted  to  hold  gold  coins,  etc.,  is  going  to  appear  on  a 
commemorative  gold  coin!!!  A  representation  of  President 
Franklin  D.  Roosevelt,  based  on  his  own  favorite  photograph, 
will  appear  on  the  obverse  of  a  gold  $5  commemorative  coin 
to  be  issued  by  the  United  States  Mint  in  May.  Now,  what  will 
our  inscrutable  Congress  think  of  next?  How  about  a  com¬ 
memorative  honoring  black  people,  featuring  the  portrait  of 
Simon  Legree?  Or,  how  about  a  coin  commemorating  the 
glories  of  American  theatre,  featuring  John  Wilkes  Booth 


London.  One  LBMA  trader  indicated  that  trading  worldwide 
might  be  three  to  five  times  that  amount.  As  the  Elliott 
Wave  Theorist  noted:  To  put  this  into 
perspective,  last  fall’s  much  bally- 
hooed  Dutch  Central  Bank’s  sale 
of  300  tons  of  gold  represented 
about  one-tenth  of  one  day’s 
global  tradingvolume.  So  much 
for  the  thesis  that  gold  is  going 
out  of  the  system. 


THE  DOW-JONES  IN¬ 
DUSTRIAL  AVERAGE  was 
adjusted  on  March  13,  to  re¬ 
move  four  blue  chips  from 
the  30-stock  index,  and  re¬ 
place  them  with  four  new 
ones.  A  few  years  ago  we 
made  up  an  index  of  rare  coin  prices 
from  the  1948  onward,  and  charted  how  well  they  did  year  by 
year  since  then.  It  did  not  occur  to  us  to  change  the  basis  of  the 
coins  listed,  just  because  collecting  preferences  changed.  Now, 
if  some  interested  reader  would  like  to  dig  out  our  chart, 
published  in  various  editions  of  the  High  Profits  From  Rare  Coin 
Investment  book,  and  then  dig  out  a  list  (if  such  could  be  found) 
of  the  stocks  that  were  in  the  Dow-Jones  Average  in  1948,  and 
take  those  same  stocks  and  chart  them  since  then,  it  would  be 
interesting  to  know  what  the  real  Dow-Jones  Average  has  done 
since  1948.  Of  course,  Dow-Jones  owns  its  average,  and  it  can 
do  all  of  the  adjusting  it  wants  to,  we  suppose. 

n  n  n  n 

THINGS  WE  DIDNT  KNOW:  According  to  Cornell's 
Intermediate  Geography,  school  text  published  in  1 872,  the  state 
of  Connecticut  at  one  time  had  two  capitals,  each  called  semi¬ 
capitals,  Hartford  and  New  Haven,  and  the  legislature  met  in 
both  places.  Rhode  Island  had  two  capitals,  Providence  and 
Newport.  Indian  Territory,  Oklahoma,  had  as  its  most  impor¬ 
tant  center,  Talequah,  the  capital. 
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THIS  &  THAT 


READER  MARC  McDONALD  recently  sent  a  clipping  that  he 
had  saved  from  Numismatic  News,  January  7,  1997,  in  which  in  a 
classified  advertisement  a  leading  dealer  in  numismatic  books  fur¬ 
nished  a  list  of  clients  for  whom  he  had  sold  properties  in  the  past, 
including!  he  Chase  Manhattan  Monkey  Museum.  Marc  says,  “I  enjoy 
collecting  typos  so  I  am  enclosing  one  lor  you.  The  potential  puns  on 
this  one  are  endless,  so  I  won't  even  start!  Enjoy.”  Well,  we  do  know 
that  the  Chase  Manhattan  Bank  at  one  time  had  a  Money  Museum,  but 
we  didn’t  know  about  the  monkey  exhibit! 

n  n  n  n 

INSCRIPTION  on  a  19th-century  medal  ol  Benjamin  Franklin, 
by  Mirriam:  DILIGENCE  IS  THE  MOTHER  OF  GOOD  LUCK. 

n  n  n  n 

PIQUE-A-BOO:  A  few  issues  ago  some  gremlin  somewhere 

along  the  line  in  our  printed  output  transposed  the  homonyms  pique, 
peak,  and  peek.  Dr.  Joel  J.  Orosz,  who  each  year  bestows  the  Shammy 
Awards  on  curious  things  he  sees  in  print,  called  your  editor’s 
attention  to  this.  Elsewhere  on  the  ranch,  in  copy  editing  some 
text  the  other  day  we  came  across  a  coin  that  was  the  infest 
known,  and  concluded  that  some  com¬ 
puterized  spell-checker  had  de¬ 
tected  a  misspelling  of  finest 
known. 

n  n  «  n 

STRIP  AND  BE  SORRY:  A 

rare  Boston  Chippendale  table 
was  purchased  with  original  old 
surface  for  $198,000  in  1987, 
was  stripped  down  and  restored, 
and  in  1996  was  sold  for  just 
$46,000,  earning  a  place  on  the 
Annual  Winners  and  Losers  List 
published  by  the  Maine  Antique 
Digest.  Moral  in  antique  furniture  as  also  with  rare  coins:  If  it  already 
looks  nice,  don’t  try  to  improve  it! 

n  n  n  n 

CHARLES  HAMILTON,  well-known  autograph  dealer  who 
loved  publicity  and  couldn’t  get  enough  of  it,  died  recently,  and  was 
the  subject  of  tributes  from  several  members  of  the  Manuscript 
Society.  We  recall  visiting  Charles  (whose  nickname,  we  recently 
learned,  was  Bud)  at  his  street- floor  shop  in  New  York  City,  in  or  near 
the  Drake  Hotel,  not  far  from  where  coin  dealer  Lester  Merkin  was 
in  the  1960s,  or  perhaps  in  the  area  where  Lester  would  later  set  up. 
Hamilton  told  us  that  while  he  liked  dealing  in  autographs,  he  liked 
Indian  history  and  research  even  better,  and  sold  us  a  copy  of  a  book 
on  that  subject  which  he  had  written.  He  also  related  that  one  day  in 
his  New  York  City  apartment  he  was  enjoying  a  glass  of  whiskey,  and 
by  mistake  spilled  it  over  a  very  nice  Abraham  Lincoln  letter  he  had 
brought  home  to  study.  He  reported  that  neither  the  alcohol  nor  the 
water  in  the  whiskey  damaged  the  letter  in  any  way,  nor  was  the  ink 
blurred,  and,  in  fact,  after  he  blotted  it  dry,  the  letter  looked  nicer 
than  ever! 

n  n  n  n 

JOHN  J.  FORD,  JR.,  who  knows  his  Canadian  coins  as  well  as 
anyone  we  know,  recently  commented  that  he  had  spent  several  days 
reading  our  auction  catalogue  of  the  Norweb  Collection  of  Canadian 
coins,  found  that  there  was  more  market  and  coin  information  presented 
than  ever  before  in  a  single  publication,  and  then  asked:  “Did  your 


customers  really  appreciate  all  that  they  had  the  opportunity  to  read? 

n  n  n  n 

BOOKS  ARE  IT:  After  Star  Wars  and  its  sequels  made  hundreds 
ol  millions  ol  dollars,  the  filmmaker  George  Lucas  built  himself  a  self- 
contained,  state-of-the-art  studio  with  all  the  most  important,  ad¬ 
vanced  special  elfects  technology.  The  core  of  this  studio,  both 
architecturally  and  spiritually,  according  to  Lucas  himself,  is  the  books 
in  his  library.  (Joe  David  Bellamy  in  Bits  and  Pieces) 

n  n  n  n 

AND  WHY  NOT?  Reader  Dale  Robinson  recently  sent  in  a 
catalogue  he  had  received  from  the  Academy  for  Educational  Develop¬ 
ment.  The  12-page  brochure  had  this  notice  on  the  order  blank: 
Discounts  do  not  apply  to  free  publications. 

n  n  n  n 

KEN  MURPHY  recently  sent  in  a  feature  which  occupied  a  full 
page  in  an  issue  of  The  New  York  Post.  “From  Rocks  to  Riches,”  the 
article  reprinted  information  from  the  Federal  Reserve 
Bank  telling  about  currency  of  the  Continental 
Congress,  gold  and  silver  certificates,  US  notes, 
national  bank  notes,  and  more.  The  article  did  not 
have  a  particular  numismatic  slant,  but 
did  give  a  rich  measure  of  history.  Who 
knows,  perhaps  some  readers  might  be 
influenced  to  collect  such  currency 
notes  which  certainly  are  interesting, 
n  n  n  n 

DR.  CHARLES  RADFORD 
STEARNS  recently  wrote  concerning 
an  announcement  we  printed  on  page 
21  of  Rare  Coin  Review  #115  about 
specie  payments  in  the  1 830s  and  how 
they  affected  Springfield,  Massachusetts. 
On  May  1 0,  1 837,  many  leading  banks 
in  eastern  cities,  in  fact  most  of  the  larger  one  suspended  specie  (coin) 
payments.  This  helped  precipitate  the  Panic  of  37,  which  had  dire 
results,  but  which  numismatically  is  remembered  by  many  fascinating 
Hard  Times  tokens  issued  during  the  era.  The  announcement,  datelined 
May  13,1 837,  listed  a  number  of  prominent  citizens  who  attested  to  the 
solidity  of  the  local  banks.  One  of  them  was  Charles  Stearns,  who  was  an 
ancestor  of  our  reader.  Dr.  Stearns  went  on  to  say:  “By  1835,  Marcus 
Cicero  Stearns,  son  of  Charles  Stearns,  had  moved  to  Chicago  (then 
known  as  Dearborn)  to  establish  our  family  there.  It’s  a  small  world. 

n  n  n  n 

A  NICE  NOTE  came  in  the  mail  from  John  C.  Levesque,  who  was 
mentioned  on  page  206  of  our  Norweb  Collection  catalogue  last 
November,  with  this  comment:  “Upon  reading  his  [Levesque's]  works 
the  regret  is  felt  that  he  did  not  drop  everything  he  was  doing  elsewhere 
in  his  life  and  devote  his  exclusive  attention  to  Canadian  coin  research. 
Now  comes  the  news  from  John  in  person,  who  operates  Consolidated 
Numismatics  in  Edmundston,  New  Brunswick,  “I  still  live  and  breathe 
coins,  though  I  tend  to  lean  toward  the  commercial  end  of  numismat¬ 
ics,  with  a  living  to  make  and  all  that.” 

n  n  n  n 

CHINESE  PROVERB:  The  best  time  to  plant  a  tree  was  20  vears 
ago.  The  second  best  time  is  now. 

n  n  n  n 

COIN  PROVERB  (with  apologies  to  Confucius):  1  he  best  timi 
to  form  a  coin  collection  was  20  years  ago.  The  second  best  time  is  now. 
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COLONIAL  &  COPPER 

Coins  for  Sale 


Each  colonial  and  early  American  coin  has  its  own 
generous  measure  ol  history  and  romance.  If  as  a 
purchaser  of  any  item  you  would  like  additional 
information  from  S.S.  Crosby’s  1875  book,  Early 
Coins  of  America,  or  any  other  source,  let  us  know 
and  we  11  send  appropriate  photo  copies.  For  start¬ 
ers,  Walter  Breens  Complete  Encyclopedia  ofU.S.  and 
Colonial  Coins  (see  our  Books  for  Sale  section)  brings 
together  in  one  place  much  basic  and  quite  valu¬ 
able  information  about  the  series. 

Here  at  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  we  have 
always  enjoyed  the  colonial  American  series  and 
commend  it  to  your  interest  and  attention.  In  the 
pages  to  follow  we  offer  a  nice  selection  of  colonial 
coins,  a  field  that  encompasses  pieces  produced  by 
the  various  colonies  and  states  prior  to  the  opening 
of  the  Philadelphia  Mint,  coins  produced  elsewhere 
and  circulated  in  the  United  States,  and  associated 
issues.  Attributions  are  to  standard  sources  includ¬ 
ing  Miller  on  Connecticut  copper  coins,  Ryder  on 
Massachusetts  copper,  Noe  on  Massachusetts  sil¬ 
ver  and  others.  Each  coin  is  offered  with  a  30-day 
return  privilege  (certified  coins,  7  days),  giving  you 
time  to  check  it  carefully. 


Every  collection  should  have  one!  .  5,895 

Pleasing  1652  Pine  Tree  Shilling 


1652  N-8.  Massachusetts  Bay  Colony.  Silver  Pine 
Tree  shilling.  Large  planchet.  EF-40.  (PCGS). 
Dark  gray  toning.  The  planchet  is  round  save 
for  a  small  void  at  5:00.  A  very  appealing  speci¬ 
men  of  this  historical  coinage . 4,995 

1773  Virginia  halfpenny.  MS-63  RB  (PCGS).  A 
beautiful  coin,  somewhat  prooflike,  with  a 
splendid  mixture  of  mint  red  and  light  brown 
toning . 925 

Probably  from  the  Col.  Mendes  I.  Cohen  hoard  dispersed 
over  a  period  of  time  from  the  1870s  through  1929,  and 
after  that  date  via  Wayte  Raymond  and  others.  The  1773 
Virginia  halfpenny  is  one  of  the  few  colonial  issues  that  is 
readily  available  in  Mint  State. 


Beautiful  1652  Pine  Tree  Shilling 


1652  Noe-1.  Massachusetts  Bay  Colony.  Silver 
Pine  Tree  shilling.  Large  planchet.  EF-40. 

(PCGS).  71.5  grains.  Lovely  silver  gray  sur¬ 
faces  with  a  slightly  wavy  planchet.  Prominent 
die  breaks  are  noted  through  the  date.  A  splen¬ 
did  specimen  of  this  great  American  classic. 


Rare  Bolen  Silver  Higley  Copy 


1737  Higley  threepence.  Bolen  copy  in  silver. 
Struck  over  Italian  2  lire.  Kenney-4.  Mint 
State  with  light  toning.  Circa  1860s.  Sharply 
struck  and  defined  with  excellent  details.  Ex¬ 
ceedingly  rare.  One  of  the  most  highly  prized 


The  Bowers  and  Merena  Comparison  Test 


After  you  receive  your  coins  from  us, 
compare  their  quality  and  value  with  coins 
from  any  other  source.  (You  must  examine 
the  coins  in  person;  a  comparison  of  adver¬ 
tised  prices  without  seeing  the  quality  is 
absolutely  meaningless.)  If  you  don’t  agree 
that  the  coins  you  buy  right  here  are  equal 
to  or  better  than  those  from  any  other 


source,  just  return  them  within  30  days 
(seven  days  for  certified  coins)  for  an  instant 
refund. 

Simplified,  the  famous  Bowers  and  Mer¬ 
ena  Comparison  Test  can  be  stated  this  way: 
Try  us,  and  you  will  like  us! 

In  all  transactions:  We  endeavor  to  treat 
you  as  we  ourselves  would  like  to  be  treated. 


of  Bolen’s  productions.  Richard  D.  Kenney  in 
Struck  Copies  of  Early  American  Coins  stated 
that  just  two  were  struck  in  this  metal.  2,650 
John  Adams  Bolen  of  Springfield,  Massachusetts,  a 
prominent  numismatist,  cut  dies  for  copies  of  various  rare 
early  American  coins,  to  provide  specimens  for  cabinets  that 
might  otherwise  lack  them.  He  was  careful  to  mark  his  pro¬ 
ductions  with  distinguishing  characteristics,  in  the  present 
instance  with  a  dot  within  the  C  of  PENCE  (among  other 
differences;  cf.  Kenney,  p.  9).  Much  information  about  Bolen 
can  be  found  in  early  issues  of  the  American  Journal  of  Nu¬ 
mismatics  and  in  the  auction  catalogues  of  W.  Elliot 
Woodward. 


Attractive  1766  Pitt  Token 


1766  Pitt  halfpenny.  Breen-251.  AU-50 

(PCGS).  Lovely  medium  brown  surfaces.  Is¬ 
sued  in  protest  of  the  1765  Stamp  Act  of 
George  III.  Pitt  was  perceived  as  a  friend  of 
the  American  colonies .  2,995 


1766  Pitt  halfpenny.  B-251.  EF-45.  Smooth 
light  brown  surfaces  which  are  problem- 
free . 2, 195 

1766  Pitt  half  penny.  VG-8  (PCGS) . 275 

1783  Nova  Constellatio  copper.  Crosby.  2-B. 
AU-50  (PCGS) . 1,195 

1787  Massachusetts  half  cent.  Ryder  2-A. 

Rarity-5.  EF-40  (PCGS).  Dark  olive-brown 
and  problem-free  save  for  slightly  dull  sur¬ 
faces .  1 ,025 

Massachusetts  copper  coins  of  this  era  were  carried 
aboard  the  sailing  ships  Washington  and  Columbia,  which 
departed  the  port  of  Boston  and  sailed  westward,  making 
memorable  (and  quite  adventure-filled)  explorations  along 
the  coast  of  the  Pacific  Northwest. 

1788  Massachusetts  cent.  R  6-N.  F-15  (PCGS). 

Medium  brown  surfaces . 283 

1788  Massachusetts  cent.  R  10-1.  Period  after 
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MASSACHUSETTS.  VF-30.  Sharpness  of  a 
slightly  higher  grade,  but  lightly  porous.  Quite 

attractive  overall . 455 

From  Lester  Merkin's  sale  of  June  1970,  Lot  589. 

1785  Connecticut.  Miller  4.4-C.  Mailed  Bust 
Right,  Small  Portrait.  VF-35  or  finer.  Glossy 
brown  surfaces.  Excellently  detailed  on  the  ob¬ 
verse,  less  so  on  the  reverse  (due  to  striking).  A 
very  handsome  example  from  the  first  year  of 
Connecticut  coinage.  Seldom  seen  so  fine.  550 

1785  Connecticut.  M5-F.  Mailed  Bust  right.  5.  F- 

12.  Attractive  gray  surfaces  with  the  devices  in 
lighter  hues . 175 

1786  Connecticut.  M5.4-G.  Rarity-2.  Mailed  Bust 

Left.  VF-25.  Struck  slightly  off  center,  affect¬ 
ing  the  tops  of  AUCTORI  on  the  obverse  and 
INDE  on  the  reverse.  Mahogany  and  brown 
surfaces . 330 

1787  Connecticut  Ml.l-A.  Small  Head.  VG-10. 

Slight  porosity.  106.6  grains . 265 

This  is  one  of  the  great  classics  attributed  to  Machin’s 
Mills.  The  small  portrait  gives  it  an  attractive  cameo-like 
appearance. 

1787  Connecticut.  M17-g.3.  Rarity-4.  Draped 
Bust  Left.  VF-30.  Pleasing  light  brown.  ...375 
1787  Connecticut.  M30-hh.l.  Rarity-2.  Draped 

Bust  Left.  VF-35 . 395 

1787  Connecticut.  M-32.3-X.4.  Rarity-2.  Draped 
Bust  Left.  VF-25  (PCGS).  A  very  pleasing 
coin — a  decent  strike,  attractive  overall,  and 

with  glossy  brown  fields . 450 

1787  Connecticut.  M33.2-Z.5.  Draped  Bust  Left. 

VF-20.  Light  brown  surfaces . 235 

1787  Connecticut.  M33.2-Z  5.  Draped  Bust  Left. 

F-12 . 179 

1787  Connecticut.  M33.7-R.2.  F-15.  Very  faint 

porosity. . 135 

1787  Connecticut.  M33.39-S.1.  Draped  Bust  Left. 
EF-45.  Light  brown.  Some  original  planchet 
surface  characteristics  still  visible  on  higher  re¬ 
lief  parts.  Outstanding  quality. . 895 

1787  Connecticut.  M43.1-Y.  Draped  Bust  Left.  F- 

12.  Medium  brown.  Excellent  strike  and  detail 
for  the  grade . 175 

1788  Connecticut.  M2-D.  Rarity-2.  Mailed  Bust 

Right.  VG-8 . 95 

1788  Connecticut.  Ml  1-G.  Mailed  Bust  Left.  F- 

15  . 170 

1787  New  Jersey.  Maris  32-T.  F- 1 5 .  Late  die  state.  27 5 
1787  New  Jersey.  M48-g.  F-15  (PCGS)  or  a  bit 

better,  with  some  serious  claims  to  VF-20. 265 

A  massive  diagonal  break  is  seen  from  upper  left  to  lower 
right  of  shield. 

1787  New  Jersey.  M48-g.  VG-8/VF-20.  Faintly 
porous  olive  and  tan  surfaces.  Outline  to 

shield .  129 

1 787  Vermont  BRITANNIA.  R- 1 3.  F- 1 2 . 215 

In  the  1860s  Augustine  Shurtleff,  M.D.,  a  Massachu¬ 
setts  collector,  was  one  of  the  first  to  point  out  that  certain 
Vermont  coppers  were,  in  fact,  made  by  the  same  individuals 
who  produced  counterfeit  British  halfpence.  The  present  coin 
is  believed  to  have  been  a  product  of  Machin’s  Mills, 
Newburgh,  NY,  and  to  combine  a  legitimate  Vermont  ob¬ 
verse  (for  Machin  and  his  partners  had  license  to  coin  same) 
with  a  reverse  used  on  a  counterfeit  British  halfpenny.  Many 
examples  were  made,  and  today  Ryder-13  ranks  with  Ryder- 

1 6  as  one  of  the  two  most  plentiful  Vermont  coppers. 


1789  Mott  token.  Breen- 1020.  Thick  planchet. 
AU-53  (PCGS).  Intermediate  die  state  with  a 
die  break  attached  to  the  upper  left  edge  of  the 
clock  but  not  affecting  the  D  in  GOLD.  1,1 95 
Although  this  piece  is  dated  1789,  it  may  have  been 
struck  circa  1839  on  the  50th  anniversary  of  the  firm’s  1789 
founding,  or  in  any  event  after  1789.  The  reverse  eagle  ap¬ 
pears  to  be  a  copy  of  that  used  on  federal  gold  coins  begin¬ 
ning  circa  1 807  and,  therefore,  must  have  been  made  then 
or  later.  An  1 842  New  York  City  directory  in  our  reference 
library  lists  Mott  in  two  places — as  jewelry  retailers  and  as 
jewelry  manufacturers.  Not  simplifying  the  situation  are  cer¬ 
tain  19th-century  citations  (in  Woodward  catalogues)  of 
pieces  having  been  restruck.  Does  any  reader  have  more  in¬ 
formation?  Your  editor  needs  some  help! 

1789  Mott  token.  B-1020.  Thick  planchet. 

166.64  grains.  AU-50.  Late  die  state  with  the 
die  break  very  large,  obliterating  the  D  in 

GOLD.  A  very  attractive  piece . 1,150 

1789  Mott  token.  B-1022.  Thick  planchet.  202.2 
grains.  Listed  in  the  Breen  Encyclopedia  as  “very 

rare”  at  this  weight  standard.  AU-50 . 1,150 

Kentucky  cent,  undated  (c.  1792).  Lancaster 
edge.  MS-60  RB  (PCGS).  Edge  lettered  PAY¬ 
ABLE  IN  LANCASTER  LONDON  OR 
BRISTOL.  An  exceptionally  nice  example  with 
a  generous  quotient  of  original  mint  red.  Rare 

so  fine! . 1,295 

It  is  interesting  and  perhaps  amusingxhai  the  all-impor- 
tant  feature  of  this  coin,  the  lettered  edge,  cannot  be  seen  in 
the  holder.  The  buyer  is,  of  course,  invited  to  take  it  out. 


1796  Copper  Company  of  Upper  Canada 
Superb  Proof 
Major  Rarity 


1796  Copper  Company  of  Upper  Canada.  Struck 
in  copper.  Proof-64  BN  (PCGS).  A  splendid 
Proof,  with  rich  chocolate-brown  surfaces  ac¬ 
cented  with  iridescent  blue.  An  aesthetic  treat! 
This  is  the  first  specimen  of  the  1796  Copper 
Company  of  Upper  Canada  token  we  have  of¬ 
fered  in  the  Rare  Coin  Review  for  a  long  time, 
possibly  ever.  For  the  collector  of  American-re¬ 
lated  early  tokens,  this  represents  an  opportu¬ 
nity  to  acquire  one  of  the  very  nicest  strikings 
in  existence.  These  pieces,  the  original  style,  are 
believed  to  have  been  struck  in  the  early  19th 
century  (perhaps  1802-1803),  as  samples  of  the 
engraving  and  striking  prowess  of  that  facility. 
A  splendid  opportunity  for  the  connoisseur  and 
lover  of  rarities . 9,750 

The  Copper  Company  of  Upper  Canada  token  is  one  of 
the  more  elusive  varieties  in  the  series  related  to  early  America. 
The  obverse,  by  Conrad  H.  Kuchler  (who  also  cut  the  dies 
for  the  1796  Washington  season’s  medals)  depicts  the  god¬ 
dess  Britannia  or  Hope,  presenting  her  two  young  children 
to  liberty,  representing  America.  I  he  inscription  BRI 1  ISH 
SETTLEMENT  KENTUCKY  is  in  an  ark  above,  and  the 
date  1796  is  below.  The  design  was  intended  to  illustrate  the 


emigration  from  England  to  America  of  persons  of  youth 
and  vitality,  to  settle  in  an  area  in  Kentucky  controlled  by 
Philip  Pary  Price  of  Myddelton.  Walter  Breen  in  his  Encyclo¬ 
pedia  notes  that  in  August  1796,  British  authorities  tossed 
Price  into  Newgate  prison,  charging  him  with  “inciting  arti¬ 
ficers  to  emigrate  to  the  United  States.”  an  early  version,  as 
Breen  put  it,  of  “brain  drain.”  The  project  came  to  a  quick 
conclusion.  How  many  citizens  actually  went  to  Kentucky 
and  found  success  there  is  not  known. 

The  reverse  of  the  piece  differs  from  that  seen  on  the 
normal  Myddelton  token  and  bears  the  inscription  ONE 
HALF  PENNY/COPPER/COMPANY/OF/UPPER/ 
CANADA.  The  activities  of  the  Copper  Company  of  Upper 
Canada,  if  it  actually  existed,  are  not  known  to  the  cata¬ 
loguer.  Perhaps  the  outfit  was  formed  but  never  engaged  in 
mining  or  refining.  Although  the  circumstances  are  not 
known,  it  is  believed  that  pieces  of  this  type,  illustrating  su¬ 
perb  workmanship,  were  made  up  as  samples  or  presentation 
pieces  by  the  Soho  Mint,  which  at  the  time  was  interested  in 
receiving  private  contracts  for  tokens  and  medals  as  well  as 
commissions  from  foreign  governments.  Pieces  were  produced 
only  in  copper,  and  apparently  to  a  very  limited  extent.  Walter 
Breen  in  his  Encyclopedia  specifically  mentions  just  two  pieces, 
the  Robison  and  Roper  examples. 

The  present  coin  is  a  superb  association  item  with  the 
usually  seen  Myddelton  token,  struck  from  the  same  obverse 
die,  which  on  the  reverse  shows  a  figure  of  Britannia,  seated, 
face  downward,  with  the  inscription  PAYABLE  BY  P.P.P. 
MYDDELTON  around  the  border.  This  Myddleton  token, 
as  usually  seen,  exists  in  silver  and  copper  strikings,  both  of 
which  are  notable  rarities,  the  copper  being  slightly  the  rarer 
of  the  two. 

Undated  Double  Head  Washington  cent.  Breen- 
1204.  AU-50  (PCGS).  Rich  medium  brown 
surfaces . 765 

Stylized  or  “generic”  head  of  Washington,  quite  resem¬ 
bling  the  Duke  of  Wellington. 

1783  Washington  cent.  Large  Military  Bust.  EF- 
40 . 295 

Reverse  with  two  sets  of  initials  (rare  in  American-re¬ 
lated  issues  except  for  medals),  T.W.I.  and  E.S.,  one  for  Tho¬ 
mas  Wells  Ingram,  engraver,  and  the  other  for  Edward  Sav¬ 
age,  artist  who  created  the  designs. 

1783  Washington  cent.  B-1203.  Baker-4.  Large 
Military  Bust.  VF-20.  T.W.I.  and  E.S.  engraver 
and  designer  signatures  on  reverse.  Light  brown 
surfaces . 225 


(1795)  Washington  Liberty  &  Security  penny.  B- 
1254.  MS-62  BN  (PCGS).  A  large  and  impres¬ 
sive  coin.  Pleasing  medium  brown  with  olive  high¬ 
lights  and  faint  traces  of  mint  red . 2,150 

178 7  Fugio  copper  cent.  Newman  6-W.  1.  Rar- 
ity-4+  EF-40.  Medium  brown  surfaces  with 
lighter  letters  and  devices.  A  splendid  specimen 
in  every  respect . 1,895 

A  case  can  be  made  for  the  1 787  Fugio  copper  cents  to 
be  the  first  federal  copper  coinage.  Although  they  were  pro 
duced  privately  under  contract,  there  were  specifically  com¬ 
missioned  by  the  United  States  Congress. 

1787  Fugio  copper  cent.  N  12-X  MS-63.  Attrac¬ 
tive  medium  brown  surfaces.  You  11  like  the 
quality! . 1 ,895 
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Rare  1^92  Copper  Disme 


1792  Copper  disme.  Pollock- 1 1,  Judd- 10.  Rarity- 

6+.  P-1  (PCGS).  Reeded  edge.  Intermingled  tan 
and  chocolate  toning  with  porosity  noted  on  both 
surfaces.  The  designs  are  clearly  distinguishable 
as  to  type,  and  much  of  the  lettering  can  be  read, 
especially  on  the  reverse.  The  edge  reeding  is 
vertical  rather  than  diagonal;  a  feature  shared  by 
the  Norweb  specimen.  Dr.  Judd  claimed  that  the 
1 792  dismes  had  diagonal  reeding  and  it  may  be 
that  some  examples  show  that  feature.  We  doubt 
that  more  than  1 5  specimens  of  the  variety  could 
be  traced  in  all  numismatics.  An  important  op¬ 
portunity  of  the  numismatist  who  desires  1 8th- 
century  delicacies,  but  who  does  not  want  to 
spend  the  better  part  of  $100,000  for  a  high- 
grade  example . 13,950 


Half  Cents 

We  offer  a  very  nice  selection  of  half  cents  begin¬ 
ning  with  the  rare  1793  and  continuing  into  later 
years,  including  Draped  Bust  half  cents,  following 
which  will  be  found  some  desirable  Classic  Head 
issues,  concluding  with  Braided  Hair  types  of  the 
1840s  and  1850s. 

Attributions  by  die  varieties  are  to  “B”  and  “C” 
numbers  from  Walter  Breens  Encyclopedia  of  United 
States  Half  Cents  1793-1857,  and  Roger  S.  Cohen, 
Jr.’s  book,  American  Half  Cents. 

1800  B-l,  C-l.  EF-40 . 450 

1804  B-l,  C-l.  Rarity-3.  Crosslet  4,  With  Stems. 

VP-20 . 200 

1804  B-6,  C-6.  Spiked  Chin.  VF-20  (PCGS).  225 

The  “spike”  was  probably  caused  by  the  slip  of  an  en¬ 
graving  tool. 

1804  B-7,  C-8.  Spiked  Chin.  AU-53  (PCGS).  750 
1804  B-9,  C-10.  Crosslet  4,  With  Stems.  MS-63 
BN  (NGC).  Rich  medium  brown  surfaces;  lus¬ 
trous.  Ideal  for  the  type  collector  as  well  as  the 

specialist . 1,950 

1 804  B- 1 2,  C- 1  1 .  Rarity-3+.  Plain  4,  With  Stems. 

VF-20.  Some  reverse  scratches . 175 

1 809/6  (9  over  inverted  9).  B-5,  C-5.  EF-45.  275 
1 809  B-6,  C-6.  Normal  Date.  AU-55  (NGC).  Some 
traces  of  lustre  on  the  reverse . 419 

1809  B-6,  C-6.  EF-45 . 210 

1 8 1 0  B- 1 ,  C- 1 .  EF-45  BN  (NGC).  Glossy  brown. 

A  very  nice  example  of  this  somewhat  scarce 
date . 550 

1 8 1 0  B- 1 ,  C- 1 .  VF-30.  Perfect  obverse  die . 325 

1  826  B- 1 ,  C- 1 .  AU-58  BN  (NGC).  Intermingled 
golden  brown  and  steel  gray  iridescence.  ..269 

1 826  B- 1 ,  C- 1 .  AU-55  BN  (NGC) . 235 

1 826  B-l ,  C-l .  VF-35 . 129 

1 826  B-2,  C-2.  Rarity-3.  VF-35 . 235 

1828  B-2.C-3.  13  Stars.  AU-55 . 125 


1828  B-2.  C-3.  13  Stars.  AU-50 . 109 

1829  B-l,  C-l.  AU-50 . 195 

1835  B-l,  C-l.  AU-50 . 109 

1835  B-2,  C-2.  AU-50 . 135 

1835  B-2.  C-2.  EF-40 . 80 


Superb  Proof-65  1850  l/2<t 


1850  B-l,  C-l.  Rarity-7-.  Proof-65  RB  (PCGS).  A 
handsome  example  having  sharp  frosty  devices 
and  blazing  mirror  fields.  The  obverse  is  mostly 
brilliant  with  blushes  of  blue  and  violet.  The  re¬ 
verse  has  intermingled  blue  and  violet  at  the  cen¬ 
ter  with  wisps  of  fiery  mint  red  at  the  border. 
Approximately  12  examples  are  known.  1 1 ,500 
The  method  of  distribution  of  Proof  coins  in  1 850  is 
not  completely  known  today.  Most  probably,  some  silver  sets 
(half  dime  to  dollar)  were  issued,  plus  some  single  silver  coins 
(especially  the  dollar),  and,  separately  and  less  often,  half 
cents  and  large  cents. 

A  perusal  of  1 9th-century  auction  offerings  of  early  Proof 
sets  of  the  1 840s  and  very  early  1 850s  reveals  that  such  “sets” 
usually  did  not  include  the  half  cent  or  cent!  In  any  event, 


only  a  few  Proof  half  cents  were  made. 

1851  B-l, C-l, AU-55 . 159 

1851  B-l, C-l.  AU-50 . 139 

1853  B-l,  C-l.  MS-63  BN  (NGC) . 295 

1854  B-l,  C-l.  MS-65  BN  (NGC).  Sharply  struck 

with  lustrous  light  tan  surfaces . 875 


Collecting  possibility:  Assemble  a  complete  collection 
of  Braided  Hair  half  cents  made  in  business  strike  (intended 
for  circulation).  This  would  consist  of  one  each  of  the  fol¬ 
lowing:  1849  Large  Date,  1850,  1851,  1853,  1854,  1855, 
1856,  and  1 857.  The  present  listing  will  give  you  a  nice  start! 


1854  B-l,  C-l.  AU-50 . 149 

1855  B-l,  C-l.  AU-55  (ANACS) . 159 

1857  B-l,  C-l.  MS-62  BN . 375 


grade.  Quality  and  appearance  that  you  will 

like .  119 

1803  S-258.  EF-40  (PCGS).  Rich  medium 
brown  surfaces.  Arc-shaped  die  crack  in  ob¬ 
verse  field .  895 

1803  S-260.  VG-10 . 75 

1804  MS-63  BN.  Restrike.  One  of  the  nicest  we’ve 

seen  in  a  long  time . 975 

This  so-called  “restrike”  is  actually  a  fantasy  coin  struck 
outside  the  Mint  using  discarded  dies.  The  obverse  is  that  of 
1803  Sheldon-261  (with  the  date  altered  in  the  die  to  read 
1804)  while  the  reverse  is  from  the  die  of  1820  Newcomb- 
12.  Once  considered  a  disgrace  to  any  coin  cabinet  (with 
various  19th-century  dealers  making  such  pronouncements 
from  time  to  time),  this  emission  is  now  widely  accepted  and 
quite  popular.  We  buy  them  for  our  inventory  whenever  we 
need  one  and  see  a  pleasing  example. 

At  the  Coinage  of  the  Americas  Conference  held  last 
autumn  in  the  halls  of  the  American  Numismatic  Society, 
New  York  City,  Mark  Borckardt  presented  a  program  on  the 
history  and  other  aspects  of  the  restrike  cents  of  1804,  1810 
(a  little-known  date  in  restrike  form),  and  1823.  Mark  is 
working  on  the  printed  version  of  this  program,  which,  with 
other  programs  given  at  the  COAC,  will  be  available  in  book 
form  from  the  American  Numismatic  Society  later  this  year. 

Notable  (and  Elusive)  1806  Cent 


1806  S-270.  AU-58  (PCGS).  Glossy,  lustrous  brown 
surfaces.  A  very  notable  specimen  of  what  is  of¬ 
ten  considered  to  be  one  of  the  key  issues  of  this 
era,  second  only  to  the  1804  in  terms  of  19th- 
century  cents  with  the  Draped  Bust  obverse.  A 
splendid  specimen  that  we  fell  in  love  with  when 
we  first  saw  it  and  we  are  sure  you  will  feel  like¬ 
wise  when  you  add  it  to  your  cabinet . 4,450 


Large  Cents 

Our  listing  in  this  issue  is  rich  in  its  offering  of 
large  cents.  Among  the  selection  will  be  found  scar¬ 
cities  and  rarities  such  as  1793,  1809,  and  1823/2, 
and  many  others,  including  high-grade  examples 
of  various  dates. 

If  you  are  just  beginning  a  collection  of  this  in¬ 
teresting  series  we  recommend  that  you  consider 
acquiring  one  of  each  date  and  overdate  (rather  than 
technical  die  varieties) .  A  date  run  of  cents  is  a  plea¬ 
sure  to  own  and  contemplate.  In  the  early  series 
the  key  dates  are  1793,  1799,  and  1804.  Among 
later  cents  1816-1857,  the  scarcest  is  1 823,  followed 
by  1821. 

1 794  Sheldon-70.  F-l  2.  Die  break  from  forehead 
through  the  space  between  T  and  Y.  Very  pleas¬ 
ing  overall.  Eight  brown  surfaces  with  great 
eye  appeal.  As  nice  as  some  we  have  seen  des¬ 
ignated  as  VF.  .  450 

1796S-87.  Liberty  Cap.  F-l 5  (PCGS) . 925 

1 800  S-209.  VG-10,  with  claims  to  an  even  higher 


Lustrous  AU  1809  Cent 


1809  S-280.  AU-55  BN  (NGC).  Rich,  lustrous, 
glossy  brown  surfaces.  Far  above  average  strike. 
A  truly  outstanding  specimen  of  what  is  con¬ 
sidered  to  be  the  key  date  in  the  1808-1814 
Classic  Head  series . 4,995 

—  TO  ORDER 

Call  us  toll-free 

1-800-222-5993 


4 


Rare  Coin  Review  No.  II 


Delightful  1811  Cent 


COLONIAL  AND  COPPER  COINS 


1811  S-287.  Normal  Date.  AU-58  BN  (NGC). 
Glossy  medium  brown  surfaces  with  incredible, 
problem-free  surfaces.  Just  shy  of  the  Condition 
Census  for  this  variety,  although  almost  certainly 

among  the  top  20  known  examples . 5,650 

1817  Newcomb- 16.  15  Stars.  EF-40  (PCGS).  At¬ 
tractive  in  all  respects.  This  is  the  most  curious 
variety  of  its  era,  and  every  collection  should  have 

one . 575 

1821  N-l.  EF-40  BN  (NGC).  A  sharp,  very  attrac¬ 
tive  specimen  of  this  important  date . 1,495 

Among  later  date  large  cents  1816-1857,  the  1821  is  sec¬ 
ond  only  to  the  1 823  in  terms  of  scarcity  in  higher  grades.  The 
vast  majority  of  known  specimens  are  in  lower  grades  from 
Good  through  Fine.  Even  nice  VF  examples  are  elusive. 

Splendid  1823/2  Cent 


1823/2  EF-40.  Medium  brown  surfaces.  An  at¬ 
tractive  specimen  of  this  highly  prized  date  (and 
overdate).  A  “find”  for  the  collector  of  “middle- 

date”  cents  of  this  era . 2,695 

1823  Restrike  cent,  copper,  very  early  striking 
without  obverse  die  break.  MS-63.  Light 
brown  surfaces  with  tinges  of  electric  blue  and 
mint  red.  This  is  the  famous  1823  restrike,  but 
in  a  very  rare  form,  early,  probably  dating  from 
circa  1 862,  from  rusted  dies,  as  always,  but  lack¬ 
ing  the  prominent  obverse  die  breaks  seen  on 
over  90%  of  those  surviving.  A  find  for  rhe  large 
cent  specialist . 1,985 

In  the  early  1860s  a  pair  of  large  cent  dies  was  resur¬ 
rected,  an  1823  obverse  and  a  reverse  of  1820,  to  produce  a 
restrike.  These  were  sold  into  the  coin  market  to  provide  a 
filler  for  a  high-grade  example  of  this  otherwise  rare  date, 
examples  of  which  were  not  often  seen  other  than  in  well 
worn  state.  The  restrikes  were  made  on  later  occasions  as 
well,  the  die  having  cracked  across  the  obverse. 

Last  autumn  Mark  Borckardt  of  our  staff  gave  a  presen¬ 
tation  on  restrike  cents  to  the  American  Numismatic  Soci¬ 
ety,  New  York,  at  the  Coinage  of  the  Americas  conference.  A 
study,  now  in  expanded  and  printed  form,  is  currently  in 
press  and  will  be  published  later  this  year  by  the  society. 

1  826  N-4.  Rarity-2.  AU-55.  Rich  medium  brown 
surfaces.  Cents  of  1 826  are  nearly  always  seen 
in  lower  grades.  Probably  not  one  in  200  speci¬ 
mens  touches  the  AU  level . 895 

1826  N-6.  AU-58  (PCGS).  Gorgeous  lustrous 
brown  surfaces.  Nicer  than  some  offered  at  the 


Mint  State  level.  Dave  Bowers  saw  this  cent  and 

bought  it  immediately! . l  ,295 

1 827  N-4.  Rarity-2+.  AU-55.  Glossy  light  brown 
surfaces.  Cents  of  this  date  are  very  hard  to 
find  at  the  AU  level.  1  his  piece  is  very  bluntly 

struck .  y95 

Reverse  die  rotated  45°  to  the  left  of  normal  orientation, 
an  interesting  feature. 


1827  N-l  1.  MS-63  BN.  Light  brown  fields,  me¬ 
dium  brown  features.  Lots  of  gloss.  A  splendid 
specimen  from  our  recent  buying  trip.  ..2,100 
1 827  N- 1 1 .  MS-63.  A  superb  strike.  Rich  lustrous 
brown  surfaces.  One  of  the  nicest  we  have  ever 
seen  not  only  of  N-l  1,  but  of  the  date  1827  in 
general.  At  this  grade  level,  the  1827  seems  to 
be  several  times  scarcer  than  the  adjacent  1 826. 
A  find  for  the  discriminating  buyer . 2,100 

Glossy  Gem  1828  N-6 


1828  N-6.  MS-64  BN.  Light  brown  fields,  glossy 
and  beautiful.  A  gorgeous  specimen  in  every 
regard . 2,850 


1 828  N- 1 0.  Small  Date.  AU-50 . 895 

1 832  N- 1 .  Medium  Letters.  AU-50 . 385 

1833  N-6.  Double  Profile.  AU-50.  The  entire  pro¬ 

file,  including  the  edge  of  the  coronet  and  the 
neck,  is  sharply  doubled.  Glossy  olive  and  dark 
brown  surfaces . 425 

1837  Feuchtwanger  cent.  AU-58.  We  recently 
bought  a  group  of  these  and  now  we  offer  them 
individually  in  several  grades.  Feuchtwanger 
cents  have  been  widely  chronicled  and  are,  in 
fact,  listed  in  the  Guide  Book  of  United  States 
Coins.  Adding  a  piece  to  your  collection  will 
make  a  nice  complement  to  a  federal  cent  coin¬ 


age  collection . 249 

1 837  Feuchtwanger  cent.  AU-50 . 220 

1837  Feuchtwanger  cent.  AU-50  (PCI) . 220 

1838  N-l.  AU-50 . 175 

1839  N-7.  MS-63.  Booby  Head.  Lustrous  golden 
brown  surfaces.  Scarce  and  desirable  so  fine.  1 ,725 

1839 N-13.  Booby  Head.VF-35 . 185 


1839  N-l 4.  Rarity-3.  Booby  Head.  EF-45.  Dark 
brown  with  iridescent  blue  and  lilac.  A  very  at¬ 
tractive  example  of  this  scarce  variety,  a  coin  that 
will  be  a  pleasure  to  own  and  contemplate  695 

Gem  1840  Large  Date  Cent 


1840  N-8.  Large  Date.  MS-64  RB.  Much  fiery 
mint  red  is  seen  blending  to  a  light  brown.  A 


show-stopper,  a  dazzling  gem . 2,350 

1841  N-6.  EF-45 . 195 

1848  N-9.  VF-35 . 67 


More  on  the  Randall  Hoard 


The followingletter  is  from  Denis  W.  Loring 
and  relates  to  which  dates  may  or  may  not  have 
been  included  in  this  famous  19th-century 
find.  Conventional  wisdom  has  it  that  the  cents 
were  dated  fom  1816  through  1820.  How¬ 
ever,  some  scattered  early  references  suggest  that 
1816  may  not  have  been  included  and,  further, 
that  some  1825  cents  may  have  been. 

Denis  writes: 

“I  enjoyed  your  article  on  the  Randall 
Hoard  in  Rare  Coin  Review  #114.  I’m  not 
certain  whether  the  1816  N-2  cent  was  part 
of  the  hoard  or  whether  these  came  from 
another  group. 

“Argument  for:  It  would  make  sense  to 
start  a  hoard  with  the  first  year  of  issue. 

“Argument  against:  Randall’s  letter 
doesn’t  mention  1816. 


“However,  I  am  quite  confident  that  1 825 
was  not  part  of  the  hoard  (except  perhaps  for 
isolated  pieces,  which  may  well  be  true  for 
other  dates/varieties  as  well). 

“Argument  for:  Randall’s  letter.  My  guess 
is  that  the  other  19th-century  references 
followed  Randall. 

“Argument  against:  Why  1816-20  (or 
1817-20),  and  then  jump  to  1825?  There 
were  certainly  1  822s  around. 

“Overwhelmingly  argument  against: 
There  are  hundreds  of  MS  1816s,  1817s, 
1818s,  1820s  around,  somewhat  fewer  hut 
still  plenty  of  1819s,  and  maybe  a  dozen 
1825s.  If  they  are  an  integral  part  of  the 
hoard,  where  are  they? 

“All  the  best  to  you,  Dave.  A  promise:  vou 
keep  writing,  I’ll  keep  reading. 
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1848  N-23.  Rarity-3+.  VF-33 . 103 

1848  N-24.  VF-35 . 148 

1848  N-25.  VF-30 . 75 

1848  N-27.  EF-45 . 143 

1848  N-27.  VF-35 . 69 

1848  N-27.  VF-30 . 58 

1 848  N-29.  Rariry-3-.  VF-35 . 84 

1 848  N-29.  Rarity-3-.  VF-30 . 60 

1848  N-31.EF-40 . 130 

1848  N-35.  EF-40 . 95 

1 848  N-37.  Rarity-5.  VF-35 . 235 

1848  N-38.  Rarity-4.  VF-25 . 65 

1848  N-41.  VF-30 . 58 

1849  N-2.  AU-58 . 425 

Wire  rim  around  much  of  the  obverse,  a  feature  seen  on 
Proof  coins  of  the  era  but  rarely  so  well  defined  on  business 
strikes. 

1850  N- 11.  EF-40 . 135 

1851  N-12.  AU-55 . 135 


The  present  listing  offers  opportunities  for  variety  col¬ 
lectors  to  obtain  many  different  issues.  Suggestion:  If  you 
are  looking  for  an  interesting  series  to  collect,  use  our  inven¬ 
tory  as  a  start  on  a  date  set  of  Braided  Hair  large  cents  1839- 
1 857.  There  are  no  great  rarities  among  these  dates,  but  it 
does  take  time  and  patience  to  put  together  a  high-quality 


run  of  them. 

1852N-1.  AU-50 . 119 

1853  N-12.  AU-50 . 135 

1853  N-15.  AU-55 . 159 

1853  N-l  5.  AU-50 . 135 

1853  N-33.  EF-45 . 75 

1854  N-l  1.  MS-65  RB  (PCGS).  Glossy,  highly 

attractive  surfaces . 875 

1854  N-25.  Rarity-3.  AU-50  BN  (NGC) . 135 

1855  N-3.  Upright  5’s.  MS-64  RB.  Predominately 

light  brown  with  just  a  touch  of  red . 495 

1855  N-6.  Upright  5’s.  EF-40 . 95 

1855  N-9.  Italic  (slanting)  5’s,  Knob  on  ear.  AU- 

50 . 260 

The  “knob  on  ear”  feature  is  the  result  of  a  die  break;  a 
portion  of  the  die  broke  and  fell  away. 

1855  N-9.  Italic  5’s,  Knob  on  ear.  EF-45 . 150 

1855  N-9.  Italic  5’s,  Knob  on  ear.  EF-40 . 140 

1855  N-9.  Italic  5’s,  Knob  on  ear.  VF-30 . 85 

1857  N-l.  Large  Date.  MS-63  BN . 495 


We  love  1857  large  cents — their  scarcity,  their  “story” 
as  the  last  large  cent — and  buy  all  of  the  nice  ones  we  can! 

1857  N-2.  Small  Date.  MS-64  RB.  A  warm  and 
even  blend  of  red  and  light  brown,  the  color  of 
softly  glowing  embers.  One  of  the  nicest  we  have 
ever  seen  at  this  grade  level . 750 

Small  Cents 

Flvino  Faille  Cents 

Key  1856  Flying  Eagle  Cent 


1856  AG-3  (PCGS).  Bold,  actually  sharp,  date.The 
rest  of  the  obverse  is  well  worn,  although  a  few 


letters  of  the  legend  can  be  made  out,  and  the 
eagle  outline  is  clear.  On  its  own  the  reverse 
would  grade  G-4.  A  nice  filler  for  the  budget- 
minded  buyer  who  wants  an  example  of  this 
classic  date . 3,295 


1857  MS-65  (NGC).  A  splendid,  brilliant,  and  lus¬ 
trous  specimen  of  the  first  year  of  regular  issue 
coinage.  Far  above  average  strike . 2,150 

If  you  enjoy  this  series,  you  might  want  a  copy  of  Dave 
Bowers’  new  book,  A  Buyer’s  and  Enthusiast’s  Guide  to  Flying 
Eagle  and  Indian  Cents.  The  “enthusiasts”  part  of  the  title  is 
meaningful,  and  we  think  you’ll  enjoy  all  of  the  interesting 
information  in  the  book.  It  does  not  strain  credulity  to  sug¬ 
gest  that  if  you  spend  a  few  evenings  reading  it,  you'll  be  as 
knowledgeable  as  many  experts!  See  our  Books  for  Sale  sec¬ 
tion  to  order  your  copy. 

1857  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  spectacular,  sharply  struck 
gem  example.  Delicately  toned  in  varied  poly¬ 
chrome  hues,  with  green  and  orange  predomi¬ 
nating . 2,150 

1857  MS-64  (NGC).  Lustrous  light  golden  sur¬ 
faces.  Just  purchased,  and  what  a  beauty  it  is! 
One  of  hundreds  of  coins  from  our  latest  buy¬ 
ing  trip . 895 

1857  MS-63  (NGC).  Brown  toned  surfaces.  .475 
1857  Snow-9.  FS-003.  VG-8.  Bearing  on  the  ob¬ 
verse  clash  marks  from  a  Liberty  Seated  half  dol¬ 
lar  die.  Fascinating! . 125 

Indian  Head  Cents 

Indian  cents  have  always  been  a  specialty  here  at 
Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries,  and  through  judicious 
purchasing  we  endeavor  to  maintain  a  very  nice  stock 
of  them.  However,  demand  often  outruns  supply, 
and  for  this  reason  no  listing  is  ever  complete. 


Remarkable  Gem  1859  Cent 


1859  Proof-64.  A  splendid  gem  of  remarkable 
quality,  fully  equal  to  a  couple  we  have  seen 
classified  as  Proof-65  (and  worth  several  thou¬ 
sand  dollars  more  than  the  price  we  ask  for  this 
one).  Just  purchased.  We  pass  our  good  fortune 
along  to  you  for  only . 2,950 

Important  as  the  first  year  of  the  regular  Indian  Head 
cent  series  and  the  only  year  with  laurel  wreath  reverse.  The 
number  of  Proofs  struck  was  probably  quite  small,  and  of 
those  in  existence  today,  probably  no  more  than  a  couple 
hundred  could  equal  or  exceed  the  lovely  piece  here  offered. 

1859  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Becoming  increas¬ 
ingly  difficult  to  find  in  choice  condition.  First 
year  of  the  Indian  obverse,  only  year  with  the 
laurel  wreath  reverse.  Not  a  rarity,  but  ever  popu¬ 
lar  due  to  its  unique  design . 995 


1859  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  satiny  lus¬ 


tre . 995 

1859  AU-50 . 165 


1860  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  lustrous,  and  beau¬ 
tiful.  First  year  of  the  oak  wreath  and  shield 


reverse . 725 

1862  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant.  A  nice  possibility 
for  a  type  set . 275 

1862  MS-60.  Split  on  edge,  not  visible  from  ob¬ 
verse  or  reverse.  Mint  error . 1 10 

1863  MS-64  (NGC).  Lustrous  light  golden  sur¬ 
faces . 259 

1863  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  golden  surfaces.  259 

1864  copper-nickel.  MS-64 . 295 

1864  L  on  Ribbon.  MS-64  BN . 495 

The  bronze  cent  with  L  (for  James  B.  Longacre,  engraver) 
has  long  been  regarded  as  one  of  the  keys  to  the  series. 

1 864  L  on  Ribbon.  AU-50 . 225 

1864  L  on  Ribbon.  EF-45 . 199 

1864  L  on  Ribbon.  EF-40.  Doubled  18 . 195 

1864  L  on  Ribbon.  VF-35 . 190 

1866  MS-65  BN  (NGC) . 575 

1866  MS-64  RB  (NGC) . 539 

1866  AU-55 . 185 

1 866  AU-53  (PCGS) . 180 

1866  AU-50 . 175 


1867  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  A  top-quality  specimen 
of  this  somewhat  elusive  date . 795 

1 867  MS-64  BN  (NGC).  Attractive  mixture  of  red 

and  brown  toning . 450 

1868  MS-65  BN  (NGC).  A  splendid  gem  coin.  750 

1868  MS-64  RD  (NGC).  A  splendid  specimen. 

Not  many  of  this  quality  have  come  on  the 
market  in  recent  times . 1,395 

1868  MS-62  RB  (PCGS) . 289 

1869/9  AU-50 . 429 

1869/9  EF-45 . 340 

1869  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  A  very  beautiful  speci¬ 

men  of  this  scarce  date.  A  nice  mixture  of  brown 
toning  with  fiery  original  mint  red . 1,195 

1870  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  Mostly  red  surfaces  have 
hints  of  iridescent  toning  on  the  high  points.  A 
splendid  gem  example  of  this  scarce  date.  1,195 

In  our  experience,  an  1 870  Indian  cent  at  this  grade  level 
is  two  to  three  times  scarcer  than  one  dated  1868  or  1869 
and  is  somewhat  of  a  sleeper. 

1870  MS-64  RB  (ANACS).  Quite  elusive  with 
this  combination  of  high  numerical  grade  and 
quality. .  895 


Ask  To  See  It! 

Any  small  cent  listed  here  can  be  sent  to 
you  for  approval  inspection.  In  that  way 
you  can  carefully  examine  all  aspects  of  the 
piece.  These  coins  are  very  attractive  and 
interesting,  and  often  in-person  inspection 
is  more  revealing  than  are  short  descrip¬ 
tions  in  the  present  listing. 

Each  coin  has  been  selected  by  your 
editor  (QDB),  Mark  Borckardt,  or  Ray 
Merena  based  upon  its  eye  appeal,  overall 
quality,  and  value. 


Page  36 


Rare  Coin  Review  No.  1  U 


l  OMIM  AI,  A I\ II  CIIM’hlt  COINS 


1870  MS-64  BN.  (PCGS).  Golden  brown  with 
navy  highlights.  Hints  of  faded  mint  red  can 


be  seen . 575 

1870  MS-60 . 475 


1871  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  A  splendid  combina¬ 
tion  of  rich  red  and  brown  surfaces.  Just  added 
to  our  inventory,  this  coin  is  one  of  the  nicest 
we  have  ever  seen  at  this  grade  level.  If  this  key 
date  is  on  your  want  list,  consider  ordering  this 

specimen . 950 

1 87 1  MS-64  BN  (NGC).  A  satiny  brown  gem  with 
some  splashes  of  mint  red  on  both  sides.  A  “find” 
for  the  buyer  who  wants  an  excellent  combina¬ 
tion  of  quality  and  rarity.  A  “lot  of  coin  for  the 
money,  ”  considering  the  market  value  of  lesser 


grade  pieces . 865 

1871  MS-63  RB . 615 

1871  MS-61  BN.  Rare . 525 

1871  EF-40 . 315 


1  880  Proof-64  RB.  We  have  just  purchased  a  lovely 
trio  of  three  splendid  Proofs  in  this  grade  level; 
each  is  a  beauty.  Pick  out  one  for  your  date  or 


type  set  for  only . 

1880  MS-64  BN . 

1881  Proof-65  RB . 

1881  Proof-64  RB  (PCGS).  A 

very  attractive  ex- 

ample.  Inexpensive  for  just . 

. 325 

1882  MS-64  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  beautiful, 

a  coin  that  will  stand  close  comparison  to  MS- 
65.  Talk  about  value! . 245 

1883  MS-65  RB  (NGC) . 275 

1884  Proof-65  RB  (PCGS).  Very  attractive. 

“Heaven”  would  be  the  opportunity  to  purchase 
100  coins  this  nice.  However,  we  were  able  to 
find  just  one.  It  can  be  yours  for . 395 

1884  MS-65  RB . 395 

1885  Proof-63  BN . 189 

1885  MS-65  BN  (NGC) . 399 


1872  MS-64  BN  (NGC).  Lustrous  brown  sur¬ 
faces  with  tinges  of  red,  and  with  the  attrac¬ 
tive  “wood  grain”  toning  effect  sometimes  seen 
on  pristine  (uncleaned)  examples  of  this  date. 
A  key  date  in  remarkably  fine  condition.  Just 


purchased .  925 

1872  MS-62  BN  (ANACS) . 625 

1872  AU-50.  Some  traces  of  mint  lustre  are  still 
visible . 395 

1874  MS-65  RB  (NGC) . 475 

1874  MS-63  BN . 225 

1874  MS-62  BN  (PCGS) . 195 

1875  MS-65  RB  (NGC) . 650 

1876  Proof-63  RB . 275 

1876  MS-65  RB.  Centennial  year  issue . 725 

1 876  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  Intense  red  lustre  begin¬ 

ning  to  change,  gradually,  to  attractive  brown. 
A  very  pleasing  example  of  this  issue . 725 


1 876  MS-64  RB.  Another  of  the  hundreds  of  new 
purchases  listed  here  (of  which  your  editor, 
QDB,  mentions  only  a  few,  due  to  space  con¬ 


straints)  . 365 

1877  AU-50.  A  very  attractive  specimen  of  this 
landmark  issue,  the  rarest  and  most  desired 

Indian  cent  date . 1,850 

1877  VF-35  BN  (NGC).  Nice!  Nice!  Rare!  Just 

purchased . 1,050 

1877  F-l  5.  Another  new  purchase . 865 

1877  VG-10.  Golden  brown  toning . 575 

1878  MS-65  RB  (PCGS) . 950 

1880  Proof-65  RB . 350 


As  We  Go  To  Press! 

Ray  Merena,  Mark  Borckardt,  and  Gail 
Watson  have  just  returned  from  theircoast- 
to-coast  buying  trip.  This  issue  is  filled 
with  hundreds  of  their  new  purchases.  You 
get  first  pick! 

J ust  telephone  1  -800-222-5993  and  our 
Direct  Sales  Department  will  take  care  of 
your  order  today.  Be  sure  to  ask  about  our 
Order  It  Today,  Enjoy  It  Tomorrow  over¬ 
night  service! 


The  surfaces  are  a  mixture  of  red  and  brown,  and  the 
reverse  actually  has  more  red  than  brown. 

1885  MS-64  BN . 245 

1885  MS-64  BN  (NGC) . 245 

1886  Type  I.  MS-65  RD  (PCGS).  A  condition  rar¬ 

ity  that  will  be  a  great  addition  to  a  gem  collec¬ 
tion . 1,895 

1886  Type  I.  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  Much  original 

mint  brilliance  can  be  seen  on  the  reverse.  895 
Two  different  hubs  were  used  to  prepare  the  obverse  dies 
of  the  1886  cents.  On  the  Type  I  obverse,  the  lowest  feather 
ends  beneath  the  space  between  the  1  and  C  in  AMERICA, 
while  on  Type  II  obverse  it  ends  beneath  the  space  between 
the  C  and  A. 


1 886  Type  I.  MS-64  RB . 375 

1886  Type  I.  MS-64  BN  (NGC).  Tinges  of  mint 

red . 275 

1886  Type  I.  MS-63  BN  (NGC) . 239 

1 886  Type  I.  AU-50 . 85 

1886  Type  II.  MS-64  RB . 895 

1886  Type  II.  MS-64  RB  (PCGS) . 895 

1888  MS-63  BN . 135 

1891  Proof-64  RB . 295 


1894  MS-64  RB  (NGC).  We  have  just  bought  a 
little  group  of  three  pieces,  nicely  matched  and 
probably  remaining  together  ever  since  1894. 


Order  a  choice  example  for  just . 165 

1895  Proof-64  RB . 195 

1897  AU-55 . 24 

1898  MS-65  RD . 315 


1899  Proof-65  RD  (PCGS).  A  splendid,  brilliant 


gem . 795 

1899  Proof-65  BN . 250 

1899  Proof-64  RB . 250 

1903  AU-50 . 16 

1905  AU-55 . 17 

1907  AU-55 . 17 


1908  MS-65  RD  (PCGS).  A  splendid  gem.  ..239 
1908-S  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  A  beautiful  coin.  675 

The  first  branch  mint  bronze  cent.  Fairly  scarce  in  all 


grades,  especially  so  in  Mint  State. 

1908-S  MS-63  RB . 319 

1908-S  MS-63  BN . 3 1 5 

1908- S  AU-58  BN  (NGC) . 1 55 

1 909  Indian.  AU-50 . 10 

1909- S  Indian.  MS-63  RB  (PCGS) . 635 

1909-S  Indian.  VG-8 . 299 


Lini oin  ('puls 


1909-V.D.B.  AU-58  BN  (NGC) . 695 

1909-S  V.D.B.  MS-64  RD.  Brilliant  surfaces.  A 

gem  specimen  of  this  key  issue . 1,295 

1909-S  V.D.B.  MS-64  (PCI).  90%  Red.  An  out¬ 
standing  coin . 1 ,275 

1909-S  V.D.B.  MS-64  RB . 1,195 

1909-S  V.D.B.  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous 
and  very  beautiful.  An  outstanding  combination 
of  high  numerical  grade  and  high  aesthetic  appeal 

with  low  (in  this  context)  price . 1,195 

1909-S  V.D.B.  MS-64  RB,  with  nearly  full  origi¬ 
nal  mint  red.  Weak  V.D.B.  on  reverse;  discern¬ 
ible,  but  not  as  sharp  as  usually  seen.  An  item 

for  the  price-conscious  buyer . 995 

1909-S  V.D.B.  MS-64  BN  (ANACS).  Attractive 
golden  brown  and  blue  toning,  with  some  hints 

of  faded  red  at  the  rims . 895 

1909-S  V.D.B.  MS-63  RB  (PCGS) . 895 

1909-S  Lincoln.  MS-64  RB . 139 

1909- S/Horizontal  S.  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  An  in¬ 

teresting  variety  which  has  achieved  increased 
popularity  in  recent  years . 225 

191 0- S  MS-64  RD.  Quite  inexpensive,  in  our 

view. .  89 

1911  -D  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  Superb  deep  strike. 
Distinctly  difficult  to  locate  in  this  gem  qual¬ 
ity! . 525 

1911- D  MS-65  BN . 125 


1 9 1 1  -D  MS-64  RD  (NGC).  A  splendid  coin.  390 


1911-D  MS-64  RD  (PCGS) . 390 

1911-D  MS-63  BN . 95 

191 1- S  AU-55 . 79 

1912  MS-60 . 26 

1912- D  MS-60 . 115 

1912-S  MS-63  BN . 145 

1912- S  MS-60 . 95 

1913- D  MS-63  RB  (PCGS) . 115 

1913-D  MS-60 . 85 

1913-D  AU-55 . 69 

1913-S  MS-64  RB . 195 

1913-S  MS-63  BN  (PCGS) . 125 

1913-S  MS-60 . 115 

1914  AU-55 . 29 


1914-D  MS-63  RB.  A  splendid  specimen  of  this 
highly  prized  rarity  in  the  Lincoln  series.  1,995 

The  1914-D  in  Mint  State  is  very  rare.  Whereas  the 
lower-mintage  1909-S  V.D.B.  was  saved  as  a  novelty  as  the 
first  year  of  the  Lincoln  design,  the  1914-D  was  generally 
ignored.  By  the  time  that  collecting  Mint  State  Lincoln  cents 
by  dates  and  mintmarks  became  popular,  with  the  advent  of 
Wayte  Raymond's  “National”  coin  albums  in  the  1930s,  it 
was  realized  that  few  Uncirculated  1914-D  cents  existed. 


1914-D  MS-63  BN  (PCGS).  Lustrous  brown  sur¬ 
faces . 1 ,850 


1914-D  MS-60.  Pale  reddish  orange  surfaces  re¬ 
sulting  from  an  old  cleaning.  Still  desirable  and, 
of  course,  satisfaction  is  guaranteed.  A  “lot  of 


coin  for  the  money.  . 1 ,095 

1914-D  F-l  5  (PCGS).  Always  popular. . 165 

1915  MS-64  RD  (PCGS) . 129 

1916- D  MS-63  RB  (PCI) . 595 

1917- D  MS-65  RB  (NGC) . 215 

1917-S  MS-64  BN . 139 
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Eliasberg 

Highlights 

1876-CC  20  cents 
$148,500 


Quarter  Dollars 

1796  B-l.  MS-65  to  66 
$176,000 


1807  B-l.  MS-65 
$165,000 

1822  B-l.  Proof-65 
$192,500 

1864-S  MS-66 
$105,500 

1870-CC  MS-64  PL 
$187,000 


1871-CC  MS-65  PL 
$165,000 


1873-CC  No  Arrows. 
MS-62/65. 
$187,000 

Half  Dollars 

1796  16  Stars.  0-102. 
MS-63  PL 
$143,000 

1806  Pointed  6,  Stem 
Not  Through  Claw. 
$126,500 

1817/4  Overdate.  O- 
102a.  EF-45 
$209,000 

1818  0-113.  Proof-65. 
$103,400 

1 827  Square  Base  2. 
0-121 .  Proof-65. 
$110,000 


Eliasberg  Coin  Sale 


The  Eliasberg  Collection 

The  third  and  final  section  of  the  Louis  E. 
Eliasberg,  Sr.,  Collection,  offered  at  auction  in  New 
York  City  on  April  6,  7,  and  8,  shattered  numerous 
records!  One  of  the  first  lots  was  a  gem  Uncirculated 
1876  20-cent  piece  made  at  the  Carson  City  (NV) 
Mint,  one  of  about  20  known,  which  opened  to  a 
packed  gallery  at  $55,000  and  was  quickly  bid  up  to 
a  record  $148,500  amidst  enthusiastic  applause.  As 
it  turned  out,  this  was  one  of  36 — count  them,  36 — 
coins  which  reached  the  $100,000  mark.  When  the 
auctioneer  dropped  the  hammer  on  the  final  lot  of 
the  evening  on  April  8th,  the  three-day  event  yielded 
a  whopping  $20,892,783.  Added  to  the  two  earlier 
sales,  the  Louis  E.  Eliasberg,  Sr.,  Collection  of  United 
States  coins  realized  over  $44,000,000!  This  far 
eclipsed  the  former  record  holder  for  the  most  valu¬ 
able  collection  of  U.S.  coins,  the  $25,000,000  Garrett 
Collection  sold  for  The  Johns  Hopkins  University  in 
a  series  of  sales  conducted  by  our  firm  in  1979-1981. 

Gathered  by  Louis  E.  Eliasberg,  Sr.,  a  well- 
known  Baltimore  banker,  the  collection  was  com¬ 
pleted  in  1950,  at  which  time  it  became  the  first 
and  only  collection  to  include  one  of  every  date  and 
mintmark  of  U.S.  coins. 

Session  I 

Highlights  from  the  first  night’s  session,  com¬ 
mencing  on  Sunday  evening  at  6:00  sharp,  included 
many  coins  in  the  $100,000  to  $200,000  range. 

Dave  Bowers  was  at  the  podium  at  the  beginning 
and  provided  some  remarks  about  the  history  of  the 
collection  and  the  significance  of  the  event.  Mean¬ 
while,  it  was  standing  room  only,  and  extra  chairs 
had  to  be  brought  in  to  accommodate  the  overflow 
crowd— these  bidders  in  addition  to  many  who  par¬ 
ticipated  by  mail,  telephone  and  fax.  Excitement 
prevailed!  Indeed,  the  event  was  a  gathering  of  eagles, 
or,  as  Dave  Bowers  put  it  in  his  introductory  remarks, 
a  “rendezvous  with  numismatic  destiny.”  Anyone 
wanting  to  write  Who's  Who  in  Numismatics  could 
have  done  all  of  the  necessary  research  right  in  the 
sales  room!  What  a  day  it  was! 

Session  II 

On  Monday  morning  at  1 0:00  the  stage  was  set 
for  the  sale  of  many  “miscellaneous”  items  from 
the  Eliasberg  Collection.  Offered  were  many  desir¬ 
able  pieces  apart  from  the  federal  coinage  series,  a 
counterpoint  to  all  of  the  rarities  and  high-priced 
coins  sold  in  the  main  evening  sessions.  Tokens, 


medals,  paper  money,  and  other  issues  were  the  order 
of  the  day. 

Many  records  were  broken.  A  gold  restrike  of  the 
1861  Confederate  States  of  America  cent,  estimated 
at  $25,000,  soared  to  an  amazing  $55,000.  A  1785 
Bar  cent.  Mint  State,  shattered  all  records  at  $  1 8,700. 
Among  paper  money,  notable  prices  included  a  $  1 Q  F- 
1 19  cut  sheet  at  $9,075,  and  a  $10  F-123  cut  sheet  at 
$17,600. 

Media  interest  was  intense  throughout.  Monday 
afternoon  saw  a  TV  camera  crew  from  CNN  do  a  fea¬ 
ture  on  several  coins  including  the  1804  dollar,  the 
1870-S  dollar,  and  the  1885  trade  dollar,  spiced  with 
views  of  the  1 861  Confederate  States  of  America  gold 
cent  restrike  and  the  related  Confederate  half  dollar. 
The  Associated  Press  was  on  the  spot  with  lots  of  ques¬ 
tions  for  which  Ray  Merena  provided  answers.  A  cam¬ 
era  crew  from  the  Fox  TV  network  had  scarcely  fin¬ 
ished  interviewing  Dave  Bowers  and  taking  lots  of  foot¬ 
age,  when  four  people  from  CBS  TV  news  arrived  on 
the  scene.  ABC  TV  was  there  too,  and  in  due  course 
viewers  of  Good  Morning  America  and  Peter  Jennings’ 
Evening  News  saw  and 
heard  about  the  action. 

And  that  was  not  all. 

Newspaper  reporters, 
radio  station  representa¬ 
tives,  and  others  were 
on  hand,  too. 

Meanwhile,  the  nu¬ 
mismatic  press  was 
present  in  parade  colors, 
with  Keith  Zaner  from 
Coin  World,  Robert  Van 
Ryzin  from  Numismatic 
News,  coin  hobby  pub¬ 
licist  Donn  Pearlman, 

Ed  Reiter  of  COINage 
magazine,  and  more, 
keeping  Bowers  and 
Merena  advertising  representative  Chris  Karstedt  work¬ 
ing  from  early  morning  to  late  at  night  to  help  cam¬ 
eramen,  reporters,  announcers,  and  others  keep  up  to 
date.  Many  reporters  were  in  constant  communica¬ 
tion  via  phone  and  fax  such  as  Dennis  Baker  from  The 
Coin  Dealer  Newsletter  and  others  representing  publi¬ 
cations  from  across  the  globe. 

Session  III 

Monday  night  at  6:00  saw  another  packed  gallery, 
with  extra  chairs  brought  in  to  accommodate  the  over- 


The  highlight  of  Session 
1  was  an  1822  25G 
which  stunned  the  crowd 
when  it  sold  for 
$192,500 


Breaks  All  Records! 


flow,  as  more  choice  and  rare  coins  from  the  fed¬ 
eral  series  were  scheduled  to  be  sold.  Just  about  all 
the  luminaries  of  the  American  numismatic  world 
were  on  hand  to  witness  the  sale  of  the  finest  set  of 
United  States  half  dollars  ever  to  cross  the  block. 

Records  were  broken  just  about  every  minute, 
as  bidders  competed  to  acquire  coins  offering  an 
incredible  combination  of  high  quality,  rarity,  and 
the  incomparable  Eliasberg  Collection  pedigree. 

About  this  time,  Aaron  Lucchetti,  staff  reporter 
of  The  Wall  Street  Journal  cornered  Dave  Bowers, 
Donn  Pearlman,  Chris  Karstedt,  and  Mark 
Borckardt,  and  they  all  had  a  nice  chat  about  the 
Eliasberg  Collection  and  its  relationship  to  the 
world  of  coin  collecting.  Standing  not  far  away  was 
Dave  Perkins,  an  executive  from  IBM,  who  had 
come  to  New  York  City  from  the  Midwest  to  be  an 
active  part  of  the  event  and  give  Mr.  Lucchetti  a 
few  observations.  In  the  distance  through  a  door¬ 
way  John  Babalis  and  Ray  Merena  could  be  seen 
and  heard  at  the  podium,  as  Liberty  Seated  half 
dollars  found  eager  buyers. 

Session  IV 

Then  came  the  last  session  of  the  sale  on  Tues¬ 
day  night,  Aptil  8th.  The  focal  point  was  to  be 
America’s  most  famous  rarity,  the  1 804  silver  dollar. 
This  coin  was  obtained  from  the  U.S.  Mint  by  Mas¬ 
sachusetts  collector  Matthew  Stickney  on  May  9, 
1843,  and  is  pedigreed  continuously  through  major 
collections  since  then.  Called  “The  King  of  United 
States  Coins,  ”  the  1804  was  expected  to  realize  in 
the  $300,000  to  $1  million  range. 

At  about  8:05  in  the  evening,  with  cameras  flash¬ 
ing  and  all  eyes  on  the  auctioneer,  Dave  Bowers  an¬ 
nounced  the  offering  of  the  fabulous  1 804  dollar.  It 
was  standing  room  only,  a  hush  fell,  and  the  action 
began.  “I  have  a  $400,000  bid!’’  which  was  imme¬ 
diately  jumped  to  $500,000  by  a  well-known  dealer 
in  the  back  of  the  room,  and  then  jumped  again  to 
$600,000  by  another  eager  buyer!  The  bidding  pro¬ 
gressed  in  $20,000  increments  to  $920,000,  which 
with  the  10%  buyers  fee,  totaled  $1,012,000.  “It 
is  only  fitting  that  I  pause  for  a  moment  [other 
hands  were  still  in  the  air]  to  say  that  we  now  have 
the  second  million-dollar  coin  in  numismatic  his¬ 
tory,”  Dave  Bowers  commented.  “The  current  high 
bidder  is  none  other  than  Jay  Parrino,  who  was  the 
first  to  break  the  million-dollar  harrier  last  May 
with  his  purchase  of  the  Eliasberg  1913  Liberty 
Head  nickel  for  $1 ,485,000." 


Ray  Merena  and  Jay  Parrino  celebrate  after 
Parrino’s  bid  of  $907,500  won  the  finest  of 
only  five  known  1885  trade  dollars. 


The  action  continued,  with  a  half  dozen  or  more 
bidders  in  the  competition  as  the  price  went  on¬ 
ward  and  upward.  Finally,  as  the  competition  nar¬ 
rowed  and  the  increments  increased  to  $50,000 
there  was  only  one  hand  (and  much  anticipation) 
left  in  the  air.  Greg  Roberts,  president  of  Spectrum 
Numismatics,  was  about  to  make  history.  “Going 
once  at  $1,650,000.  Going  twice  at  $1,650,000. 
All  done  at  $1 ,650,000!”  With  the  buyer's  fee,  this 
amounted  to  $  1 ,8 1 5,000!  The  audience  broke  into 
pandemonium  and  a  recess  was  called  by  the  auc¬ 
tioneer.  Congratulations  were  extended  all  around. 
A  new  world’s  record  had  been  set  and  all  in  atten¬ 
dance  were  a  part  of  history! 

Then  came  trade  dollars,  where  the  gem  Proof 
1884  broke  all  records  at  $396,000,  followed  by 
one  of  the  greatest  of  all  American  rarities,  the  1885. 

Opening  at  $300,000,  the  1885,  described  as 
the  finest  of  only  five  known,  quickly  went  through 
the  roof,  until  just  two  bidders  remained.  On  the 
telephone  was  Dennis  Rodman,  famous  Chicago 
Bulls  basketball  player,  who  with  Dwight  Manley 
on  an  extension  bid  $800,000,  after  which  it  sold 
one  bid  later,  for  $825,000  (equal  to  $907,500  with 
the  10%  buyer’s  fee)  to  Jay  Parrino,  where,  presum¬ 
ably,  it  now  keeps  company  with  his  1913  Liberty 
Head  nickel! 

Just  before  midnight  the  last  lot  in  the  sale  was 
sold,  a  1915-S  Panama-Pacific  Exposition  $50  oc¬ 
tagonal  gold  graded  MS-64  for  $35,200.  I  he 
Eliasberg  Collection  of  United  States  coins  was  now 
a  part  of  history.  Doubtless,  the  course  of  numis¬ 
matics  had  been  changed  for  all  time. 


1832  0-123.  Proof-65  to  66 
$225,500 

1835  O-l  11.  Proof-66. 
$121,000 

1838-0  Proof-60. 
$121,000 

Silver  Dollars 

1795  Draped  Bust.  MS-67. 
$308,000 

1797  Stars  10x6.  MS-63. 
$176,000. 

1802  BB-241,  B-6. 
$165,000 

1804  Proof-63 
$1,815,000 

1870-S  EF-45  to  AU-50. 
$264,000 

1883-0  Proof-66. 
$121,000 

1883-S  MS-66  DMPL. 
$137,500 

1886-0  MS-64. 
$143,000 

1889-CC  MS-66  PL. 
$462,000 

1891-CC  MS-66  DMPL. 
$121,000 

1892-S  MS-67+. 
$132,000 

1893-S  MS-65/67. 
$198,000 

1895-0  MS-66/67. 
$253,000 

1 884  Trade  Dollar  Proof-66. 

$396,000 

1885  Trade  Dollar  Proof-65. 

$907,500 


colonial  wii comm  coins 


1918  MS-65  RD . 115 

1918  MS-63  RB . 29 

191 8- S  MS-63  RB  (PCGS) . 135 

1919  MS-65  BN . 35 

1919  MS-64  RD  (PCGS) . 39 

1919- D  MS-63  BN . 69 

1919-S  MS-63  RD  (PCGS) . 145 

1919- S  MS-63  RB  (PCGS) . 79 

1920  MS-64  RB . 29 

1920- D  MS-60 . 55 

1920-S  MS-63  RB . 159 


In  many  areas  of  numismatics — including  Lincoln 
cents — the  MS-63  grade  represents  a  happy  compromise  of 
high  quality  and  low  price.  Some  “common  date”  Lincoln 
cents  are  not  as  common  as  one  might  think,  when  it  comes 


to  finding  nice  pieces. 

1920- S  MS-62  RB  (PCGS) . 109 

1921  MS-65  RD . 160 

1921  MS-65  RD  (PCGS) . 160 

1921- S  MS-64  RB . 245 

1921-S  MS-64  RB  (NGC) . 245 

1921-S  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  Essentially  brilliant, 

just  beginning  to  fade  to  tan . 245 

1921-S  MS-63  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Outstanding  for  the  grade . 245 

1921-S  MS-63  RB  (PCGS) . 159 


1922  No  D.  EF-45,  strong  reverse  (PCGS).  Ever 
popular  variety.  The  so-called  “Strong  Reverse” 
issue,  as  here  offered,  is  the  one  to  get  if  you 
have  a  choice.  This  is  an  especially  nice  ex¬ 
ample .  1,950 

1922  No  D.  EF-40,  strong  reverse  (PCGS).  Quite 

rare  at  this  grade  level . 1,695 

1922- D  AU-58  (PCGS) . 55 

1923  MS-65  RD . 165 

1923- S  MS-64  RB.  Scarce  so  fine.  One  of  the  key 

dates  of  the  decade . 595 

1923-S  MS-63  BN.  Very  frosty.  Key  date . 295 

1923-S  MS-63  BN  (NGC) . 295 


1924  MS-65  RD  (NGC) . 155 

1924  MS-65  RB . 75 

1924- D  MS-64  RB.  Quite  a  bit  scarcer  than  gen¬ 
erally  thought,  in  our  opinion . 425 

1925  MS-64  RD . 35 

1925- D  MS-64  BN.  Full  reverse  strike . 189 

1925- S  MS-64  RD  (NGC).  Quite  difficult  to  lo¬ 
cate  at  this  Mint  State  level . 1,275 

1926  MS-66  RD  (NGC) . 69 

1926  MS-65  RD  (NGC) . 39 

1926  MS-65  RD  (PCGS) . 39 

1926- D  MS-64  RD  (NGC) . 495 

1926- S  MS-63  BN . 125 

1927  MS-65  RD . 69 

1927  MS-65  RD  (PCGS) . 69 

1927- D  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  75%  or  more  red,  a 

gem!  . 265 

1927- S  MS-63  BN . 109 

1928  MS-64  RD  (PCGS) . 39 

1928  MS-63  RD . 19 

1928- S  MS-64  RB  (PCGS) . 145 

1929  MS-64  RD . 35 

1929- S  MS-64  RB . 24 

1930  MS-67  RD  (NGC) . 79 

1930  MS-65  RB . 19 

1930  MS-64  RD . 16 

1930- D  MS-65  RD  (ANACS) . 69 

1931  MS-64  RD . 39 

1931- D  AU-55 . 38 

1931-S  MS-65  RD.  A  brilliant  gem  specimen.  245 

1931-S  MS-65  RD  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 245 

1931-S  MS-63  RB  (PCGS) . 65 

1931-S  AU-50 . 49 

1931-S  EF-45 . 47 

1931-S  EF-40 . 45 

1931-S  VF-30 . 42 

1931-S  VF-20 . 39 

1932  MS-66  RD  (NGC) . 95 


1932  MS-65  RD . 55 

1932  MS-65  RB . 35 

1936- S  MS-64  RD  (NGC) . 16 

1937- D  MS-66  RD  (NGC) . 19 

1938  Proof-66  RD  (PCGS) . 259 

1938  Proof-65  RD  (PCGS) . 119 

1939  Proof-66  RD  (NGC) . 199 

1939  Proof-66  RD  (PCGS) . 199 

1939-D  MS-67  RD  (ANACS) . 75 

1940  Proof-66  RD  (NGC) . 235 


1940  Proof-66  RD  (PCGS).  A  dazzling  gem!  235 

We  recently  bought  an  old-time  cache  of  gem  Proof  Lin¬ 
coln  cents  of  this  era.  Take  advantage  of  our  offerjng  to  ac¬ 
quire  the  dates  you  need.  These  have  been  selling  quickly! 

1940  Proof-65  RD  (PCGS) . 89 

1942  Proof-63  RB . 29 

1944-D/S  Type  I.  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  A  very  lus¬ 
trous,  attractive  specimen  of  this  curious  vari¬ 
ety.  . 695 

The  first  mintmark,  an  S,  protrudes  above  the  second 
and  final  mintmark,  a  D.  Readily  discernible  under  low-power 
magnification. 

1944-D/S  Type  I.  EF-40 . 195 

1950  Proof-67  RD  (NGC) . 325 

1950  Proof-67  RD  (PCGS) . 325 

1952  Proof-63  RD  (NGC) . 16 

1955  Doubled  Die.  AU-58.  One  of  the  most  dra¬ 
matic,  most  interesting  of  all  coins  minted  dur¬ 
ing  the  past  half  century. . 625 

1955  Doubled  Die.  AU-50 . 595 

1972  Doubled  Die.  MS-63 . 199 

Two-Ceiit  Pieces 

The  short-lived  two-cent  series  began  in  1 864  and 
ended  in  1873.  The  present  listing  includes  most 
of  the  different  issues,  including  scarce  and  high 
quality  varieties  such  as  1864  Small  Motto,  1872, 
and  the  classic  1873 

1864  Small  Motto.  AU-53  (PCGS) . 450 

1864  Small  Motto.  AU-50.  The  classic  business 

strike  rarity  of  the  denomination . 415 

1864  Small  Motto.  EF-40.  Chocolate  brown.  350 
1864  Large  Motto.  MS-66  BN  (NGC).  Sharply 
struck  with  superb  lustrous  tan  surfaces.  ..975 

1864  Large  Motto.  MS-64  RB . 259 

1864  Large  Motto.  MS-63  RB  (PCGS) . 159 

1864  Large  Motto.  Doubled  Die  obverse.  Breen- 

2377.  AU-50 . 375 

1865  MS-65  RB  (NGC) . 425 

1866  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  Brilliant . 550 

1867  MS-64  RB . 219 

1868  MS-65  RD  (NGC).  Lustrous  and  attrac¬ 
tive .  1,695 

1869/8  Breen-2399.  EF-45  (ANACS).  Alterna¬ 
tively,  1 869  repunched  date . 805 

1869  MS-65  RB . 495 

1870  MS-64  BN . 315 

1871  MS-65  BN . 450 

1871  MS-62  RB . 295 

1872  Proof-65  RB,  mostly  red.  A  glittering  speci¬ 

men  of  one  of  the  most  important  issues  in  the 
series.  A  find  for  the  connoisseur . 1 ,950 

1872  Proof-64  RB  (PCGS).  A  splendid  Proof  strik 
ing  of  this  rare  date,  a  key  issue  among  two- 
cent  pieces.  Quality! . 1,295 


Once  you  take  care  of  the  creature  comforts  of  life,  consider  coin  collecting  a  pleasant 
way  to  spend  the  hours,  to  engage  in  a  stimulating  hobby,  and  to  have  a  great  deal 
of  fun. 
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THREE  &  FIVE-CENT  PIECES 


1872  EF-40.  A  nice  combination  between  high- 


grade  and  low  price . 425 

1872  VF-20.  Rare! . 295 


1873  Open  3.  Proof-64  BN  (PCGS).  Chocolate 
brown  surfaces.  An  exceptionally  high-quality  ex¬ 
ample  at  this  grade  level.  Just  purchased! ..  1 ,995 
1 873  Closed  3.  Proof-64  RB  (PCGS).  A  very  nice 
specimen  of  this  classic  rare  issue.  Gems  such 
as  this  are  always  in  demand.  Estimated  600 
pieces  struck,  all  Proofs  (with  no  related  busi¬ 
ness  strikes).  Always  in  demand! . ]  ,850 

Nickel  M  Pieces 

Nickel  three-cent  pieces,  produced  from  1865 
through  1 889,  are  interesting  to  collect.  A  complete 
date  run  can  be  acquired  for  relatively  low  cost  on 
today’s  market,  and  this  includes  examples  in  higher 
grades  such  as  Mint  State  and  Proof.  Issues  toward 
the  end  of  the  series,  beginning  in  1877,  are  in  most 
instances,  remarkable  for  their  low  mintages. 

1865  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  Im¬ 
portant  as  the  first  year  of  issue . 715 

1865  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lustrous  and  frosty.  ...715 

1865  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 175 

1865  MS-62  (PCGS) . 115 

1867  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Quite  scarce  in 
Proof  finish.  A  coin  of  excellent  quality.  ...365 

1868  MS-63 . 159 

1869  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 259 

1871  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  If  you 

have  been  looking  for  a  coin  for  a  type  set,  this 
may  well  answer  your  need  (at  least  it  would  if 
we  were  seeking  one) . 315 

1871  MS-63  (PCGS) . 235 

1872  MS-64  (NGC).  Lustrous  surfaces . 265 

Date  compact  and  in  small  numerals;  unlike  the  straight- 
date  1872  cent  logotype,  this  is  ever  so  slightly  curved. 

1873  Open  3  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  golden  ton¬ 
ing . 395 

1874  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 325 

1874  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  and  highly  lus¬ 
trous  gem,  an  outstanding  business  strike.  A 
coin  for  the  connoisseur. . 1,850 

Gem  1877  Three  Cents 


1877  Proof-65  (NGC).  The  key  date  in  the  nickel 

three-cent  piece  series.  This  splendid  coin,  recently 
purchased  on  our  nationwide  foray  in  search  of 
rare  coins,  is  a  “high  end  Proof-65  and  will  sat¬ 
isfy  the  most  discriminating  buyer.  Few  equiva¬ 
lent  quality  pieces  exist  anywhere . 2,250 

1878  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning.  Sec¬ 
ond  only  to  the  1877  in  terms  of  rarity  as  a 
date.  A  superb  gem  Proof,  one  of  the  finest  we 


have  ever  seen!  Quality,  this  is  it!  . 880 

1880  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 850 


1880  Proof-65  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Purchased  from 


the  buyer  who  was  awarded  this  coin  in  our  sale 
of  the  Louis  E.  Eliasberg,  Sr.  Collection,  1996, 
Lot  741,  there  as  Proof  65/60;  the  oxidation 
we  mentioned  on  the  reverse  did  not  matter  to 
NGC.  In  any  event,  here  is  an  attractive  coin 


with  an  unsurpassable  pedigree . 695 

1881  MS-63  (PCGS) . 195 

1883  Proof-63  (NGC).  Delicate  gold  toning.  325 
1883  AU-58 . 350 


1884  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Attractive  golden  surfaces. 
Another  of  the  hundreds  of  new  items  added  to 
our  stock,  each  carefully  hand  selected  by  Dave 
Bowers,  Mark  Borckardt,  and  Ray  Merena  525 
1884  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 375 

1 886  Proof-65  (ANACS).  Brilliant.  A  very  appeal¬ 
ing  specimen . 525 

Rare  Proof-only  date.  No  business  strikes  were  produced 
this  year. 

1887  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant.  A  definite  (veri¬ 

fied  by  QDB)  business  strike,  not  a  Proof,  and 
at  this  level  several  orders  rarer  than  a  Proof 
(and  Proofs  themselves  are  rare).  Just  purchased 
by  Mark  Borckardt,  this  coin  is  a  great  “find” 
the  specialist  and  connoisseur  will  truly  appre¬ 
ciate . 1,395 

1887  AU-58  (NGC).  A  coin  which  has  had  very 
little,  if  any,  actual  wear;  quite  possibly  an  MS- 

63  coin  with  some  toning.  Seemingly  a  very 

“high  end”  example . 495 

1888  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 495 

1889  MS-64 . 495 

Silver  3<  Pieces 

As  a  class,  silver  three-cent  pieces  are  scarcer  today 
than  are  nickel  three-cent  pieces.  The  silver  issues 
were  first  produced  in  1851  and  made  in  quantity 
through  1 862,  after  which  coinage  was  severely  cur¬ 
tailed.  The  last  year,  1 873,  was  limited  only  to  Proofs. 
Today,  all  dates  are  collectible,  but  those  after  1 862 
are  scarcer  and  more  expensive. 

1851  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  coin  with  a  gen¬ 
erous  measure  of  visual  appeal,  a  piece  that — 
as  you  will  see  when  it  arrives  in  your  mailbox — 
will  hold  its  own  with  some  coins  graded  MS- 

64  . 295 

1851-0  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Notable  as  the  only  three-cent  issue  struck  at 

the  New  Orleans  Mint . 750 

1851-0  AU-55  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning.325 

1852  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Lustrous  and 

quite  attractive.  Ideal  for  a  type  set.  Just  pur¬ 
chased!  .  265 

1856  AU-55.  Weakly  struck  and  priced  accord¬ 
ingly.  .  210 

1858  MS-63  (PCGS).  Delicate  golden  gray  ton¬ 
ing.  The  1856,  1857,  and  1858  silver  three- 
cent  pieces  often  come  struck  as  flat  as  the  pro¬ 
verbial  pancake  (and  this  striking  problem  is 
why  the  design  was  changed  in  1859).  How¬ 
ever,  this  1858  is  a  cut  above  that  usually  seen 
and,  while  not  needle  sharp,  is  in  the  top  10% 
we’ve  seen,  quality-wise.  A  coin  you  will  enjoy 

having  as  part  of  your  collection . 635 


1858  MS-60  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Highly  lustrous. 
Quite  scarce  at  this  grade  level  and,  in  our  opin¬ 
ion,  somewhat  underpriced  at  . 325 

1861  MS-65  (NGC).  Very  lustrous  and  frosry.  At¬ 
tractive  delicate  golden  toning . 995 

1862/1  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  frosty.  Popu¬ 
lar  overdate  variety. . 1,195 

1863  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant.  A  rarity  in  this 
grade  level.  Graded  MS-63,  but  probably  if  you 
were  to  grade  it  MS-64  few  would  contest  it;  in 

other  words,  this  is  a  very  nice  MS-63 . 995 

1868  Proof-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  just  a  hint 
of  light  toning  on  the  obverse.  Another  new 
purchase,  this  1868  is  particularly  choice  and 
beautiful.  If  you  could  find  10  Proofs  at  the 
Proof-65  level  and  put  them  side  by  side,  this 
would  be  at  the  top  of  the  list  in  terms  of  qual¬ 
ity  and  aesthetic  appeal . 1,695 

1870  Proof-62  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned.  The  1870 

is  always  in  the  limelight  as  a  rare  date,  joining 
in  this  regard  the  other  silver  three-cent  pieces 
of  this  era . 495 

1871  AU-58  (PCGS).  Ever-popular  rare  date.  550 
1 871  EF-45. Warmly  toned  in  varied  shades  ofblue, 

gold,  and  gray.  Only  4,360  trimes  were  coined 
during  the  year,  one  of  the  lowest  production 

figures  in  the  series . 459 

1871  VF-25  (PCGS).  Golden  toning . 415 

1 873  Proof-55  (PCGS).  Last  year  of  the  series.  To¬ 
tal  mintage  was  only  600  pieces,  one  of  very 
few  19th-century  silver  issues  with  a  total  pro¬ 
duction  below  the  1,000  mark . 750 

Nickel  Pieces 

Shield  \ii  kds 

Gem  Proof-65  1866  5<1 


1866  Rays.  Proof-65  (PCGS).  A  splendid  gem  ex¬ 
ample  having  sharp  frosty  devices  and  glittering 


One-Of-A-Kind 

Most  items  in  this  issue  are  one-of-a- 
kind  in  our  stock,  so  please  order  as  early  as 
possible  for  the  best  selection.  Just  telephone 
1  -800-222-5993  and  our  Direct  Sales  De¬ 
partment  will  take  care  of  your  order  today. 
Be  sure  to  ask  about  our  Order  It  Today, 
Enjoy  It  Tomorrow  overnight  service! 

Quality,  service,  value,  and  appreciation 
for  your  business  and  friendship  are  yours 
when  you  order  from  Bowers  and  Merena. 
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NICKEL  FIVE-HUNT  PIECES 


mirror  fields.  A  winner  from  any  angle!  You  can 
search  a  year  and  not  find  the  equal  of  this  one! 
High  numerical  grade  and  high  aesthetic  appeal 
combined.  You’ll  really  like  having  this  in  your 
colic  ction!  Shield  nickels  with  reverse  rays  were 
coined  in  1 866  and  1 867  only  and  consequently 

are  eagerly  sought  by  type  collectors . 4,650 

Proot  1866  Shield  nickels  were  not  ready  at  the  Mint 
until  the  summer  ol  the  year,  by  which  time  many  Proof  sets 
had  been  sold  without  this  denomination.  The  Mint  made 
an  offer  to  supply  single  Proof  1866  nickels  for  10  cents 
apiece,  but  many  earlier  purchasers  of  sets  did  not  respond. 


1866  Rays.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  (very 
unusual  for  this  date),  frosty,  and  lustrous.  A  pre¬ 
mium  quality  example  for  the  connoisseur;  not 
one  in  10  coins  has  this  aesthetic  appeal. ..  2,295 

1866  Rays.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Light  gold  toning.  390 

1867  Rays.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  delicate 

toning.  Far  above  average  strike  for  this  issue. 
When  Mark  Borckardt  saw  this  he  bought  it 
instantly.  A  “find"  for  us,  and,  if  quality  is  im¬ 
portant,  a  “find  for  you . 869 

1867  Rays.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Mostly  brilliant.  By  far 
the  scarcer  of  the  two  varieties  this  year . 340 

1871  AU-55.  Brilliant . 195 

1876  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  light  toning.  275 

1877  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned  surfaces. 
THE  key  issue  among  Shield  nickels.  ...  1 ,450 

1879  Breen-2512.  Triple  Date.  Proof-65. ...  895 

1879  EF-45  (ANACS).  A  rare  date  in  any  season. 
Just  purchased . 450 

1 882  MS-65  (NGC).  Pale  champagne  iridescence. 
A  delightful  example.  The  devices  are  sharp  and 
the  fields  have  a  texture  intermediate  between 


satiny  and  prooflike . 625 

1883  Shield.  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 650 

1883  Shield.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 650 


1883  Shield.  MS-60  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned.  ..95 

Liberty  Head  Niikels 

We  offer  a  very  nice  selection  of  this  attractive 
(in  our  opinion)  and  popular  (fact:  after  a  few  years 
of  lassitude,  there  has  been  a  great  vitality  in  this 
series)  design.  Take  your  pick  of  these  beauties,  each 
guaranteed  to  please  (we  wish  we  had  more  to  of¬ 
fer;  well,  perhaps  next  time!).  Meanwhile,  the  pieces 
we  do  have  are  very  nice: 

1883  Liberty.  No  CENTS.  MS-65  (NGC).  Bril¬ 


liant.  A  key  issue  for  your  type  set . 285 

1883  No  CENTS.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant. 285 

1 88 3  With  CENTS.  MS-63 . 119 

1887  MS-65  (PCGS).  Attractive  gold  toning. 650 
1880  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 525 

1893  AU-55 . 75 

1894  AU-55 . 195 

1 894  AU-50 . 165 

1895  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned . 295 


1899  MS-64.  Brilliant . 165 

1903  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Hand-picked 

quality  as  are  all  these  pieces . 575 

1905  Proot-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 575 

1905  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant.  We  have  been  buy¬ 
ing  all  the  nice  Liberty  Head  nickels  we  can 
find,  and  this  coin  is  just  one  of  the  dozens  we’ve 

recently  added  to  our  stock . 439 

1905  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 175 

1 905  AU-58  (PCGS) . 59 

1906  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 139 

1907  MS-62  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning . 75 

191 1  MS-64  (NGC).  Lightly  toned . 139 

1912  AU-55 . 45 

liiillalo  \i(  k(‘ls 

We  have  been  buying  as  many  nice  Buffalo  nick¬ 
els  as  we  can  find.  In  this  issue  we  offer  a  high-qual¬ 
ity,  in-depth  selection.  Use  the  opportunity  to  add 
key  pieces  to  your  collection,  or  to  start  a  collection. 
Either  way,  you’ll  really  like  our  hand-picked  qual¬ 
ity,  especially  when  it  comes  to  the  scarce  mintmarks 
(which  can  be  very  difficult  to  locate  with  excellent 
aesthetic  appeal).  Enjoy! 

1913  Buffalo.  Type  I.  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant.  169 
1913  Buffalo.  Type  I.  MS-65.  Light  golden  ton¬ 


ing . 79 

1913  Buffalo.  Type  I.  MS-65  (PCGS) . 79 

1913-D  Buffalo.  Type  1.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Light 

golden  toning.  Very  attractive . 450 

1913-D  Buffalo.  Type  I.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 195 

1913-D  Buffalo.  Type  I.  MS-65  (NGC).  Bril¬ 
liant .  195 

1913-S  Buffalo.  Type  1.  MS-65  (NGC).  Bril¬ 
liant . 630 

1913-S  Buffalo.  Type  I.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant .  210 


Important  Gem  1913-S  Type  II  5<£ 
Traditional  Rarity 


1913-S  Buffalo.  Type  II.  MS-65  (NGC).  Bril¬ 
liant  and  lustrous,  the  fields  being  satiny  and 
somewhat  prooflike.  A  superb  specimen  of  this 
classic  issue,  traditionally  a  key  to  the  series  (but 


quite  unpublicized,  possibly  because  so  few 
high-grade  pieces  are  around).  The  specialist 
will  really  appreciate  this  one! . 3,650 

Of  the  basic  dates  and  mintmarks,  the  1913-S  Type  I! 
years  ago  was  considered  to  be  one  of  the  top  two  or  three 
“key”  issues,  but  today,  although  it  remains  as  rare  as  ever,  it  is 
somewhat  overlooked.  Publicity  does  change  as  generations  of 
collectors  come  and  go  and  different  things  are  emphasized. 

Superb  1913-S  Type  II  Nickel 


1913-S  Buffalo.  Type  II.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Very 
sharply  struck  with  attractive  golden  surfaces. 
This  is  an  important  “condition  rarity”  among 

Buffalo  nickels . 3,650 

1913-S  Buffalo.  Type  II.  MS-64.  Brilliant.  A 
splendid  specimen!.  Whenever  we  see  a  very 
nice  1913-S  Type  II  at  a  reasonable  price,  we 

buy  it! . 975 

1913-S  Buffalo.  Type  II.  MS-64  (NGC).  Light 
golden  toning.  A  splendid  gem.  What  a  selec¬ 
tion  we  have  in  this  issue!  . 975 

1913-S  Buffalo.  Type  II.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant. 

Just  purchased!  . 975 

1913-S  Buffalo.  Type  II.  MS-63  (PCGS)  Brilliant 
with  delicate  toning.  A  beauty!  Another  new 

purchase . 595 

1915  MS-65  (NGC) . 265 

1915  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  lightly  toned 

surfaces . 265 

1915-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  gold  toning.  .625 
1915-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  delicate 
and  quite  attractive  toning . 315 

1915- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning.  Very 

elusive  in  this  high  grade  and  in  the  quality  of 
the  example  here  offered . 1,150 

1916- D  MS-62  (NGC).  Very  light,  quite  attrac¬ 
tive  toning . 199 

1917  MS-64.  Brilliant . 185 

1917  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 185 

1917  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 185 

1917- D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  gold  toning.  ..935 
1917-D  MS-63.  Lightly  toned.  Mark  Borckardt  just 

bought  a  wonderful  group  of  Buffalo  nickels  con¬ 
sisting  of  lustrous  MS-63,  MS-64,  and  MS-65 
coins,  all  hand-picked,  and  offered  in  this  issue. 
What  a  gorgeous  selection!  . 719 


A  Nice  Note  from  Bill  R. 


“The  coins  sent  were  very  nice  and  attrac¬ 
tive.  They  will  make  find  additions  to  my 
collection.  I  would  very  much  like  to  keep 
them  all  and  do  so  appreciate  your  offer  for 
60-day  payment  terms.  Enclosed  is  a  check 
for  $124  which  will  leave  a  balance  due  of 
$120.  I’ll  send  the  remainder  in  30  days. 


Again,  thanks  for  your  generosity  in  allow¬ 
ing  extended  payment.  It  makes  me  feel  that 
I  am  a  valued  customer  even  though  my 
budget  is  modest. 

“And  please  thank  Dave  Bowers  for  tak¬ 
ing  the  time  to  add  a  note  on  the  invoice.  It 
was  a  nice  personal  touch.  All  the  best.” 
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God 

in  your  Poc  ket 


by  Q.  David  Bowers 


Reprinted from  the  newsletter  of  the  Bel  Air  ( California)  Presbyte¬ 
rian  Church,  March  13,  1976. 

God  in  my  pocket?  Have  you  ever  taken  the  time  to  examine  a 
Lincoln  cent  from  your  pocket  change?  On  the  front  of  the  coin  just 
above  our  martyred  president’s  portrait  appear  the  words,  IN 
GOD  WE  TRUST. 


This  two-cent  piece  of  1864  marked 
the  first  appearance  of  IN  GOD  WE 
TRUST  on  a  coin  in  circulation. 


U.S.  silver  dollar  of  1872  with  IN 
GOD  WE  TRUST  on 
a  ribbon  above  the  eagle. 


A  $2.5  gold  piece  of  191 1  with 
IN  GOD  WE  TRUST 
on  the  reverse. 


Above:  Theodore 
Roosevelt’s  “Godless’ 
$10  gold  piece  of  190” 
At  left:  $  1 0  gold  piece 
of  1911  showing  IN 
GOD  WE  TRUST  to 
the  left  of  the  eagle. 

The  motto  was 
restored  by  Congress 
1908. 


The  same  reference  to  the  Deity  can  be  found 
on  our  other  coins — the  Jefferson  nickel,  the 
Roosevelt  dime,  the  Washington  quarter,  the 
Kennedy  half  dollar,  and  the  Eisenhower  dollar. 

I  he  1776-1976  bicentennial  coins  have  IN  GOD 
WE  TRUST,  too. 

On  November  1 3, 1 861 ,  Rev.  M.R.  Watkinson 
of  Ridleyville,  Pennsylvania,  wrote  a  letter  to  the 
secretary  of  the  T reasury  to  suggest  that  God  be 
recognized  on  our  coinage.  The  times  were  diffi¬ 
cult,  the  Civil  War  was  just  beginning,  and  the  idea 
found  favor.  The  secretary  of  the  T  reasury  wrote  to 
the  Mint  and  said  that  “No  nation  could  be  strong 
except  in  the  strength  of  God,  or  safe  except  in  His 
defense,”  and  that  “The  trust  of  our  people  in  God 
should  be  declared  on  our  national  coins. 

Various  mottos  were  considered,  including  GOD  OUR  TRUST, 
GOD  AND  OUR  COUNTRY,  and  OUR  TRUST  IS  IN  GOD. 
These  were  inspired  by  the  verse  in  Francis  Scott  Key’s  Star  Spangled 
Bannervj\\\c\\  goes,  “And  let  this  be  our  motto,  ‘In  God  is  our  trust.  ” 
It  was  not  until  1 864  that  IN  GOD  WE  TRUST  was  adopted  as  the 
official  motto.  In  that  year  it  appeared  for  the  first  time  on  coins  in 
circulation,  the  two-cent  pieces  (minted  from  1 864  to  1 873 
and  then  discontinued).  As  years  went  by,  IN  GOD  WE 
TRUST  was  added  to  other  coin  denominations  as  well. 

Since  the  late  1 9th  century,  IN  GOD  WE  TRUST  has 
appeared  on  all  of  our  coins,  with  two  exceptions:  In  1907 
President  Theodore  Roosevelt  personally  objected  to  the 
use  of  the  Deity’s  name  on  money.  In  a  letter  dated 
November  1 1  of  that  year  he  said: 

“My  own  feeling  in  the  matter  is  due  to  my  very  firm 
conviction  that  to  put  such  a  motto  on  coins,  or  to  use  it  in 
any  kindred  matter,  not  only  does  no  good  but  does 
positive  harm,  and  is  in  effect  irreverence  which  comes 
dangerously  close  to  sacrilege...' 

Duri  ng  the  same  year,  1 907,  new  designs  were  prepared 
for  the  $10  and  $20  gold  pieces,  and,  following  the 
president’s  wishes,  IN  GOD  WE  TRUST  was  omitted.  In 
1908  Congress  intervened  and  restored  IN  GOD  V  E 
TRUST,  and  the  motto  has  been  back  with  us  ever  since. 

United  States  paper  money  carried  no  reference  to  God 
until  1953.  In  that  year  on  July  11th,  President  Dwight  D. 
Eisenhower  signed  a  bill  which  provided  that  IN  GOD 
WE  TRUST  appear  on  our  currency.  Mr.  Matt  Rothert,  a 
numismatist  (collector  of  coins  and  currency),  first  made 
this  suggestion  to  the  government  in  1 953.  The  idea  came 
to  him  while  attending  church  one  Sunday  morning.  As  the 
\  collection  plate  was  being  passed,  it  occurred  to  him  that 
j  only  the  coins  had  the  IN  GOD  WE  TRUST  motto.  He 
then  thought  that  since  our  paper  money  has  a  much  wider 
circulation  abroad  than  our  coins,  a  message  about  this 
country’s  faith  in  God  could  be  easily  carried  throughout 
the  world  if  it  were  on  United  States  currency. 

In  today’s  era  we  need  God  more  than  ever  before.  Last 
year  alone  (1975)  over  1 2,000,000,000 — that's  right,  over 
12  billion — Lincoln  cents  were  minted,  each  carrying  the 
little  IN  GOD  WE  TRUST  message.  In  addition,  billions 
of  other  coins  and  pieces  of  paper  money  were  produced— 
to  remind  us  today,  as  was  also  true  when  the  motto  was 
first  proposed  back  in  1861,  that  “no  nation  could  be 
strong  except  in  tbe  strength  of  God. 


Rare  Coin  Review  No.  1  1 7 


Page  43 


NICKEL  FIVE-CENT  PIECES 


191 '-D  MS-63  (NGC).  Lustrous  light  gold  ton¬ 
ing . 719 

1917- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning.  A 

splendid  specimen  of  this  key  issue.  You’ll  like 
the  quality.  . 1,093 

1918  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 499 

1918  MS-63  (PCGS).  Attractive  gold  toning.275 

1918  MS-62  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning.  ..215 

1918- D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous  and  beauti¬ 
ful .  1,195 

1918-S  EF-45,  with  some  claims  to  AU;  some  lus¬ 
tre  still  remains . 220 

1919  MS-65  (NGC).  An  attractively  toned  gem.  420 

1919  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 165 


Gorgeous  1919-D  Nickel 


1919-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  attractive 
light  golden  toning.  Just  purchased  by  Mark 
Borckardt,  this  gorgeous  1919-D  is  one  of  the 
nicest  examples  we  have  had  in  recent  years.  An 


opportunity  for  the  connoisseur . 2,450 

1919-D  AU-50  (PCGS).  Attractive  gold  toning. 240 

1920  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 735 

1920  MS-64  (PCGS).  Mostly  brilliant  with  just  a 

whisper  of  golden  toning . 175 

1920  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 125 


Notable  Mint  State  1920-S  Nickel 


1920-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Wonderful  lustre  with 
toning  in  blue  and  gold.  Very  attractive.  A  su¬ 
perb  strike  for  a  1 920-S;  another  one  of  our  new 
purchases . 4,1 50 


Superb  MS-65  1921-S  5<f 


1921-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  delightful  example  and 
certainly  one  of  the  finest  we’ve  had  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  offer  in  recent  times.  The  surfaces  are 
satiny  and  most  design  features  are  bold.  Deli¬ 
cately  toned  in  pastel  golden  brown  and  gray, 
with  hints  of  pale  blue  at  the  obverse  rim.  The 
1921-S  is  an  important  condition  rarity  at  the 


MS-65  level . 4,750 

1921-S  FT -40  (ANACS) . 750 


1921-S  VF-20  (ANACS) . 395 

1923-S  MS-63  (ANACS).  Brilliant  with  a  nuance 

of  toning.  Highly  lustrous . 695 

1923-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning.695 
1923-S  AU-58  (NGC) . 365 


Memorable  1924-S  Nickel 


1924-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  surfaces  with 
light  toning,  a  far  above  average  strike,  and  su¬ 
perb  eye  appeal . 5,650 


Outstanding  1924-S  Nickel 


1924-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  with 
delicate  toning.  One  of  the  rarest  of  all  Buffalo 
nickels  at  this  grade  level.  A  great  find  for  the 


specialist . 3,150 

1924- S  EF-40  (ANACS) . 1,295 

1925- D  MS-60  (NGC).  Delicate  toning . 425 

1925-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  and  very 

beautiful.  Delicate  iridescent  toning.  An  out¬ 
standing  specimen  of  one  of  the  key  issues  (in 

this  grade)  in  the  Buffalo  series . 1,850 

1926  MS-65.  Brilliant . 135 

1926  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 135 

1926  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 75 

1927  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 185 

1927  MS-65  (PCGS) . 185 

1927-D  MS-64  (NGC) . 550 


Beautiful  Gem  1928-S  5*t 


1928-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Attractive  light  blue  and 
iridescent  toning  over  sharply  struck,  lustrous 
surfaces.  A  very  difficult  issue  to  find  at  this 
grade  level . 4,950 

1928- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  at  the  centers 

with  wisps  of  blue  and  gold  at  the  borders.  The 
fields  have  a  texture  intermediate  between  sat¬ 
iny  and  prooflike,  an  unusual  feature  for  the 
era . 1 ,450 

1929- D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  a  touch  of 


light  yellow-gold  toning . 1 10 

1929-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 370 

1929-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 370 


1930  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 69 

1930  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . So 

1930- S  MS-65  (NGC).  A  brilliant,  frosty  gem. 

Quite  scarce  so  fine . 435 

1931- S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 195 

1931-S  MS-65  (NGC) . 195 


1931-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Light  golden  surfaces.  Ever 

popular  low-mintage  issue . 165 

1931-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 99 

1934- D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 240 

1935  MS-63.  Brilliant . 35 

1935- D  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 390 

1935- S  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant,  frosty. . 155 

1936  MS-64.  Brilliant . 35 

1936- D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 79 

1936-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 79 

1936-S/S  Fivaz-Stanton-5<t-020.  MS-64  (PCGS). 

Light  golden  toning.  The  mintmark  shows  con¬ 
spicuous  doubling . 295 

1937  Proof-64.  A  lovely  gem  having  sharp  satiny 

devices  and  glittering  mirror  fields.  Golden  gray 
iridescence . 795 

1937  MS-65.  Brilliant . 32 


1937-D  3-Legged 


1937-D  3-Legged.  MS-63  (NGC).  Light  golden 
toning  over  lustrous  surface.  One  of  the  nicest 
we  have  ever  seen  or  handled  of  this  curious  die 
anomaly,  sure  to  be  a  showpiece  in  any  collec¬ 


tion . 3,450 

1937-D  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 115 

1937-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 24 

1937- S  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant,  frosty.  . 189 

1938- D  Buffalo.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 55 

1938-D  Buffalo.  MS-65.  Brilliant . 29 

1938-D  Buffalo.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 29 

1938-D  Buffalo.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 22 

1938-D/D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 39 

1938-D/S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 229 

1938- D/S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 125 

Jefferson  Vidwls 

1 938  Jefferson.  Proof-66.  Brilliant . 65 

1939- D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 45 

1939-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 22 

1940  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 65 

1942-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 19 

1942-PType  II.  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant..  115 
1942-PType  II.  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  ...99 

1942-PType  II.  Proof-64.  Brilliant . 85 

1946-D/D  Double  punched  D  mintmark.  B-2078. 

MS-64  (ANACS).  5  Steps . 195 

1949-D/S  Overmintmark.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant . 429 

1952  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 32 

1952  Proof-65.  Brilliant . 29 

1953  Proof-65.  Brilliant . 32 
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UNITED  STATES  SILVER 

Coins  for  Sale 


Hall  Dimes 

We  offer  a  very  nice  selection  of  half  dimes,  nec¬ 
essarily  emphasizing  Liberty  Seated  issues,  for  most 
made  were  of  that  design.  Take  your  pick  of  the 
following  pieces,  all  of  selected  quality. 

Choice  1800  Half  Dime 


1800  V-l.  AU-50  (PCGS).  Attractively  toned  in  deep 
russett  and  light  blue.  A  high-grade  and  artisti¬ 
cally  satisfying  example  of  the  first  year  of  the 
Draped  Bust  obverse  in  combination  with  the 
Heraldic  Eagle  reverse.  Really  choice!  You’ll  like 

this  one,  just  purchased . 3,695 

1830  V-6.  MS-63.  Brilliant.  The  devices  are  frosty 


and  the  fields  exhibit  considerable  prooflike 
character . 575 

1832  V-8.  Rarity-2.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with 

light  toning . 425 

1 833  V-l.  AU-55.  Brilliant . 210 

1 834  V-4.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Nice  prooflike  surfaces; 

perhaps  struck  as  a  presentation  coin.  Excep¬ 
tional  quality.  . 475 

1835  V-5.  Small  Date,  Large  5C.  MS-64  (NGC). 
The  central  areas  are  brilliant  changing  to  gold 
at  the  borders.  The  fields  show  considerable 
prooflike  character.  A  splendid  half  dime,  and 
one  that  will  compare  favorably  with  some  cer¬ 


tified  as  MS-65!  Quality,  this  is  it!  . 1,385 

1835  V-7.  Small  Date,  Small  5C.  MS-60.  Light 
golden  toning . 295 


Liber tv  Scaled  Hall  llimivs 

1837  No  Stars.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Flat-top  1  in  date. 
Pale  golden  toning.  The  frosty  devices  nicely 
complement  the  satiny  fields.  Listed  by  Breen  as 


being  much  rarer  in  choice  condition  than  the 
variety  having  the  Peak-Top  1  in  the  date.  1 ,595 
1837  No  Stars.  AU-58  (ANACS).  Peak-top  1.  450 


1838  No  Drapery,  Large  Stars.  MS-65  (NGC). 
A  well-struck,  frosty,  brilliant,  dazzling  gem! 
First  year  of  the  with-stars  type.  If  you  have  been 
seeking  a  piece  of  exceptional  quality  for  a  rea¬ 
sonable  price,  see  this  one! . 2,250 

1838  No  Drapery,  Large  Stars.  MS-64  (NGC).  A 
brilliant,  frosty  gem.  This  will  look  great  in  your 

type  set . 695 

1839-0  No  Drapery.  AU-50  (NGC).  Brilliant.  215 
1845  MS-64  (NGC).  Very  deep  strike  with  excep¬ 
tional  detail.  Lustrous  and  frosty  with  delicate 


toning . 695 

1 849/8  AU-58  (ANACS) . 250 


Incredible  Gem  1849/8/6 


1 849/8/6  MS-65  (NGC).  A  superb  specimen,  bril¬ 
liant  and  lustrous,  and  with  the  under-digit  6 
very  bold.  “Through  the  looking  glass  this  is  a 
spectacular  overdate.  One  of  the  nicest  examples 
we’ve  seen .  . 3,250 

An  ideal  coin  for  the  numismatist  who  has  an  “  1 824  over 
various  dates"  half  dollar  and  wants  a  half  dime  equivalent! 

1851-0  MS-63  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning  over 


silver  surfaces.  Scarce  so  fine . 795 

185 1-0  AU-50 . 195 


1853  No  Arrows.  MS-64  (NGC).  Frosty  surfaces 
with  delicate  champagne  toning.  Rare  in  all 
grades.  A  brilliant  gem  that  will  please  the  spe¬ 
cialist.  At  least  50  to  100  times  rarer  than  the 
with-arrows  version  of  this  date!  . 1,595 

Most  specimens  from  the  limited  without-arrows  mint¬ 
age  of  1 853  halt  dimes  were  melted  as  they  were  worth  more 
as  bullion  than  as  coins;  the  Act  of  February  21,  1845.  rem¬ 
edied  the  situation,  and  later  coins  were  of  lighter  weight, 
enabling  them  to  circulate  effectively. 

1853  No  Arrows.  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Rare.  "“SO 
1 853  Arrows.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  centers  w  ith 

light  yellow  peripheral  toning . ~95 

1853  Arrows.  MS-64  (PC  GS).  Delicate  golden 


Coin  Show  Schedule 

May  9-10,  1997 

Chicago,  IL 

PNG-PCGS  Super  Show 

July  25-27,  1997 
New  York  City,  NY 
Pre-  ANA  Show 

July  30-August  3,  1997 

New  York  City,  NY 
ANA  Convention 

We  look  forward  to  seeing  you 
at  our  upcoming  events! 


1997  Auction  Schedule 

May  30-31,  1997 

Los  Angeles,  CA 

July  28,  1997 — The  Rarities  Sale 

New  York  City,  NY 
Now  accepting  consignments! 

September  22-24,  1997 
New  York  City,  NY 
Now  accepting  consignments! 

November  13-14,  1997 
Baltimore,  MD 

in  conjunction  with  the  Suburban 
Washington/Baltimore  Convention 
Now  accepting  consignments! 

March  5-7,  1998 
Baltimore,  MD 

in  conjunction  with  the  Suburban 
Washington/Baltimore  Convention 
Now  accepting  consignments! 

May  29-30,  1998 

Los  Angeles,  CA 
Now  accepting  consignments! 
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gray  iridescence  complements  the  frosty  devices 
and  satiny  fields.  A  popular  and  eagerly  sought 


one-year  design  type . 795 

1853  Arrows.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 350 

1853  Arrows.  AU-58 . 139 

1 853  Arrows.  AU-50 . 1 1 0 

1853  Arrows.  AU-50  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1 10 

1854  Arrows.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lus¬ 
trous . 719 

1854  Arrows.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 719 


Gem  1854-0  Half  Dime! 


1854-0  Arrows.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Re¬ 
cently  bought  by  your  editor  (QDB),  this  gem 
1854-0  is  one  of  the  nicest  we  have  ever  seen 
or  handled.  A  find  for  the  connoisseur,  and  suit¬ 
able  either  as  a  very  elegant  entry  in  a  type  set 
or  to  answer  the  need  for  a  gem  in  a  specialized 
collection . 3,950 

1854-0  Arrows.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Medium  blue 
and  iridescent  toning.  Probably  from  an  old- 
time  collection . 1,795 

1854-0  Arrows.  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  and 
especially  frosty.  Delicate  golden  toning  around 
the  rims.  One  of  the  nicest  you  will  ever  see 
anywhere!  The  New  Orleans  version  is  consid¬ 
erably  rarer  in  this  grade  than  is  the  Philadel¬ 
phia  Mint  1854  half  dime . 1 ,095 

1855  Arrows.  AU-50 . 110 

1856  AU-55  (NGC).  Lightly  toned . 1 10 

1 856-0  MS-62.  A  sharp  and  lustrous  specimen  of  a 

popular  branch  mint  issue.  Reflective  surfaces  and 
frosty  devices  display  strong  cartwheel  lustre  and 
warm  gold  toning.  Choice  for  the  grade . 595 

1856-0  AU-58  (PCGS) . 295 

1857  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  frosty  with  a 

hint  of  golden  toning.  A  superb  piece . 595 

1858  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  650 

1859  MS-65  (NGC).  Lustrous  surfaces  with  deli¬ 

cate  toning.  Important  sub-type  with  hollow 
star  points  and  slightly  differently  configured 
Miss  Liberty.  . 1,650 

This  design  variation  is  laid  at  the  doorstep  of  Mint  En¬ 
graver  Anthony  C.  Paquet.  Elsewhere  in  numismatics,  Paquet 
is  remembered  not  only  for  many  pattern  coins,  but  for  the 
distinctive  reverse  employed  on  certain  varieties  of  1861  $20 
gold  pieces.  Interestingly,  the  New  Orleans  1 859-0  half  dime 
is  of  the  standard  type — not  the  Paquet  variation. 


1859-0  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,050 

1859-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Especially  lustrous  and 

brilliant . 1 ,050 

1859-0  MS-62.  Brilliant . 350 


Choice  1860  Transitional 


1860  Transitional  pattern.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant.  Virtually  as  struck;  from  striated  dies  as 
made.  Obverse  with  hollow  star  points  (style  of 
1859);  reverse  of  1860.  James  Ross  Snowden 
stated  that  only  1 00  of  these  were  struck.  A  clas¬ 
sic  in  the  half  dime  series . 3,950 

1860-0  AU-58.  Brilliant . 125 

1861/0  MS-64.  Deeply  struck  and  very  lustrous. 
Lightly  toned.  One  of  the  finest  we  have  ever 
seen  of  this  elusive  variety. . 1,750 

1862  AU-55 . 69 

Gorgeous  Gem  1863  Rarity 


1863  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  gorgeous  gem  specimen 
of  one  of  the  lowest  mintage  and  most  desired 

business  strike  varieties  in  the  series . 2,150 

Only  18,000  business  strikes  were  minted  of  the  1863 
half  dime,  very  few  of  which  were  ever  released,  as  specie  (coin) 
payments  were  suspended  from  mid  1 862  until  the  late  1 870s. 
Collectors  desiring  a  specimen  of  the  1 863  date  ordered  Proofs. 


Business  strikes  were  ignored.  Thus,  few  exist  today. 

1864-S  MS-60.  Light  golden  toning . 695 

1864-S  AU-55  (NGC).  Pearl  gray  toning  on  frosty 
surfaces . 450 


1865-S  AU-55.  Repunched  18  in  date.  Lustrous 
surfaces  display  warm  golden  highlights.  .399 

San  Francisco  Mint  half  dimes  of  this  era  are  very  diffi¬ 
cult  to  find  in  higher  grades,  more  so  than  is  generally  real¬ 
ized.  At  the  time  they  were  issued,  probably  no  collectors 
sought  to  save  them — as  there  was  no  interest  in  mintmarks. 

1865-S  AU-50  (ANACS).  Light  gold  toning.  425 
1866  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  at  the  centers  giv¬ 
ing  way  to  gorgeous  iridescent  toning  on  the 
rims.  A  superb  and  numismatically  memorable 
specimen  of  one  of  the  lowest  mintage  coins  in 
the  half  dime  series.  The  connoisseur  will  like 
this  one . 1,450 

Far  rarer  than  an  equivalent  Proof,  as  Proofs  were  sold  at 
a  premium  by  the  Mint  and  were  saved  by  numismatists, 
while  business  strikes  were  generally  ignored. 

1866  EF-45.  Rare  and  desirable  in  all  grades.  625 
1 867-S  MS-63.  1  in  date  repunched  at  base.  Frosty, 
lustrous  surfaces  with  light  golden  toning.  A 
popular  branch  mint  issue,  quite  scarce  in  Mint 
State . 850 

Walter  Breen’s  comment,  “usually  in  low  grades,  very 
rare  choice,”  is  worth  quoting  here  (cf.  Encyclopedia,  p.  297, 
which  reminds  us  to  urge  you  to  add  this  indispensable  vol¬ 
ume  to  your  library  if  you  haven’t  done  so  already;  we  have 
sold  over  1 0,000  copies  of  this  volume  since  it  was  first  pub¬ 
lished  in  1988). 

Half  dimes  were  discontinued  in  1873.  It  was  felt  that 
when  specie  payments  would  be  resumed  (which,  as  it  turned 
out,  began  in  a  significant  way  on  April  20,  1 876),  the  half 
dime  would  compete  with  the  nickel  five-cent  piece,  and 
people  would  prefer  the  silver  half  dimes. 


hi  ill cs 

We  have  bought  quite  a  few  new  dimes  for 
our  inventory.  Check  this  listing  carefully.  It 
includes  many  nice  issues  from  the  Capped  Bust 
style  through  to  modern  times.  Remember,  each 
coin  has  been  selected  for  its  quality.  We  guar¬ 
antee  you’ll  like  what  you  see  when  your  pack¬ 
age  arrives! 

Draped  liusl  Dimes 


Choice  1805  Dime 


1805  John  Reich-2.  4  Berries.  AU-55  (NGC). 
Nicely  toned  in  blue  and  gold.  Another  of  the 
hundreds  of  new  purchases  listed  in  this  issue. 
Quality! . 2,995 

Canned  Bust  Dimes 

1820  JR-7.  Rarity-2.  Small  O.  MS-62 
(ANACS).  Brilliant  with  light  gray  toning. 
Highly  lustrous.  Not  often  seen  in  this  high 


grade  and  quality.  .  1,295 

1820  JR-8.  EF-40  (ANACS) . 340 


Gem  1821  Dime 


1821  JR-6.  MS-64  (NGC).  Light  golden  and  li¬ 
lac  toning  over  highly  lustrous  surfaces.  An 
exceptionally  nice  specimen  of  this  early  issue. 
A  splendid  coin!  Your  satisfaction  is  guaran¬ 
teed .  4,295 

1821  JR-7.  Large  Date.  AU-50  or  finer.  Inter¬ 
mingled  gold,  gray,  and  blue  iridescence  comple¬ 
ments  both  surfaces.  This  is  the  surface  one 
expects  to  find  on  a  piece  from  an  old-time  pri¬ 
vate  or  museum  collection.  A  find  for  the  con¬ 
noisseur . 750 

1821  JR-8.  EF-40 . 375 

1 823/2  JR-3.  AU-50  (PCGS).  You’ll  like  its  appear¬ 
ance  and  overall  quality.  . 675 

1824/2  JR-1.  AU-58  (NGC).  A  lovely  early  dime 

with  much  mint  lustre . 1,395 

1834  JR-5.  MS-63  (NGC).  Mostly  brilliant  with 
rosy  gold  peripheral  toning.  About  equal  in  qual¬ 
ity  to  the  finest  example  of  the  variety  known 
to  the  authors  of  the  John  Reich  dime  book. 
You  could  search  for  years  and  not  find  its  equal. 
Ideal  for  the  variety  specialist  as  well  as  the 
“type”  collector . 1 ,46“s 
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Lustrous  1837  Dime 


LIMITED  STATES  SIEVED  I'lllIVS 


1837  JR-4.  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  splendid  gem  ex¬ 
ample  and  probably  one  of  the  finest  extant.  The 
authors  of  the  John  Reich  dime  reference  were 
only  aware  of  four  or  five  Uncirculated  ex¬ 
amples,  and  the  finest  accounted  for  by  them 
was  MS-60 . 2,693 

Ei  burly  Sealed  Himes 

1837  Liberty  Seated,  No  Stars.  AU-58  (NGC). 
Gorgeous  satiny  surfaces . 925 

Outstanding  MS-61  1842-0  Dime 


1842-0  MS-61  (NGC).  Light  golden  toning  en¬ 
hances  both  surfaces.  The  1 842-0  is  an  impor¬ 
tant  rarity  in  Uncirculated  grade.  An  exquisite 
strike,  a  splendid  impression.  We  doubt  that  as 
many  as  15  different  examples  grading  MS-60 
or  better  could  be  accounted  for.  A  prize  coin 

by  any  standard . 3,450 

1845-0  AU-50.  A  key  date  in  this  grade.  Very  few 
equivalent  pieces  exist.  A  prize  opportunity  for 

the  Liberty  Seated  specialist . 1,295 

1845-0  VF-20  (NGC).  Famous  scarce  date. .  195 
1848  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 625 


1850-0  MS-60.  Mostly  brilliant  with  some 
splashes  of  light  brown.  Small  O  mintmark. 

Rare  so  fine . 2,395 

From  Lyman  Ff.  Low’s  sale  of  the  Muma,  et  al.  Col¬ 
lections,  July  1903,  to  John  M.  Clapp,  to  Louis  E. 
Eliasberg,  Sr. 

1853  Arrows  MS-64  (PCGS).  Especially  brilliant 
and  lustrous,  the  latter  being  almost  three-di¬ 
mensional!  . 1 ,050 

1 853  Arrows.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Pale  champagne  iri¬ 
descence  at  the  centers  changes  to  rich  golden 
brown  peripherally.  Wisps  of  navy  blue  can  be 
seen  at  the  extreme  rims.  A  popular  three-year 

design  type . 775 

1 853  Arrows.  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Ever  popular  for  inclusion  in  type  sets . 475 

1854-0  Arrows.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Medium  gray 

and  light  golden  toning . 895 

1857-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  frosty  brilliant  gem 
with  attractive  iridescent  toning  around  the 


borders.  One  of  the  finest  we  ve  seen  of  this  early 
New  Orleans  issue . 1,550 

1858  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 385 

1859  MS-64  (PCGS).  Another  truly  beautiful 

dime . 1,095 

1859-0  MS-63  (NGC).  Lustrous  with  light  golden 
peripheral  toning . 595 

1860  Proof-64.  Attractively  toned  in  blue  and 

magenta . 325 

1863-S  AU-50.  Brilliant  and  lustrous . 575 

1869- S  MS-60  (PCGS).  Scarce  so  fine . 450 

1870  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous  and  beautiful.  795 

1870- S  EF-45  (NGC) . 625 

1873  Arrows.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lus¬ 
trous.  A  superb  specimen  of  this  important  type 
coin . 1,950 

1873  Arrows.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Frosty  with  just  a 

hint  of  pale  gold.  Eagerly  sought  because  of  its 
status  as  a  two-year  design  type.  Not  easy  to 
find  in  MS-64  and  higher  grades.  Another  find 
for  the  connoisseur . 1,950 

1874  Arrows.  AU-58 . 375 

1874  Arrows.  EF-45  (NGC) . 185 

1875- S  Mintmark  Below  Bow.  MS-64  (PCGS). 

Brilliant . 450 

1876- CC  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 550 

1877- CC  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  superb  example. 

Quite  important  due  to  its  status  as  a  Carson 
City  type  coin . 1,495 

1877-CC  MS-64  (NGC).  Attractive  and  lustrous 

surfaces  highlighted  by  lilac  toning . 495 

1 880  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Rare  date.  Far  rarer 

in  business  strike  form  than  in  Proof. . 795 

1882  Proof-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  mirror  surfaces. 

Ideal  for  a  type  set . 1,395 

1884-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Scarce  in  all  high 

grades .  875 

1886-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  lustrous  sur¬ 
faces.  Delicate  golden  toning  around  the  rims. 
An  outstanding  specimen  of  one  of  the  key  is¬ 


sues  of  its  era . 1 ,095 

1889  MS-64.  Brilliant . 350 

1889- S  MS-62  (PCGS) . 550 

1890- S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  somewhat 

prooflike . 695 

1890-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  The  obverse  is 
somewhat  prooflike . 695 

1890-S  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  delicate  pe¬ 
ripheral  toning . 549 

1 890- S  AU-58.  Brilliant . 1 95 

1891- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 595 

l!iiiht‘r  Ilnurs 

1892  MS-63.  Nicely  toned.  First  year  of  the  new 
design . 185 

1892  MS-63.  Brilliant . 185 

1892  AU-55 . 75 


1893  MS-63.  Brilliant  with  light  gold  toning.  225 

1893- S  MS-64  (NGC).  Light  golden  toning  over 

frosty  surfaces.  Exquisitely  struck;  so  sharp  that 
it  could  win  an  award  if  such  were  offered. 
Somewhat  scarce  at  this  grade  level  and  very 
scarce  at  this  quality  level.  A  very  attractive,  lus¬ 
trous  specimen . 1,595 

1894- 0  MS-60.  Light  golden  peripheral  toning. 

Very  scarce  in  all  high  grades,  quite  rare  in 
Mint  State.  A  find  for  the  specialist  and  con¬ 
noisseur .  1,195 

1894-0  AU-55  (ANACS).  Pearl  gray  iridescence 
with  gold  highlights.  One  of  the  key  issues  in 
the  series.  The  variety  is  seldom  seen  above  the 
VF  or  so  level,  and  even  those  are  rare . 725 

1895  MS-64  (NGC).  A  superb,  brilliant,  frosty 
gem  of  extreme  rarity.  Often  a  period  of  years 
will  elapse  before  we  have  another  such  busi¬ 
ness  strike  in  stock . 1,995 

Among  Philadelphia  Mint  business  strike  Barber  dimes, 
the  1895  is  far  and  away  the  most  elusive  issue.  Indeed,  it  is 
the  only  Philadelphia  coin  of  this  design  type  that  has  a  mint¬ 
age  below  a  million. 


Reading  on  Amtrak 


The  following  letter  is  from  Sam  Lukes: 

“Dear  Dave, 

“I’d  like  to  take  this  opportunity  to  thank 
you  for  your  new  book  on  Flying  Eagle  and 
Indian  cents  which  I  received  on  November 
26,  two  days  before  Thanksgiving. 

“The  timing  was  perfect  as  we  had  several 
storms  followed  by  dense  London  fog  and  I 
had  planned  a  week  off  to  journey  to  Los 
Angeles  for  Thanksgiving  to  be  spent  with 
several  family  members  and  other  relatives.  I 
decided  for  a  change  of  pace  to  take  Amtrack 
and  that  way  I  could  curl  up  with  your  book 
on  the  way  down  and  relax.  It  was  great!  1 
read  about  half  of  the  book  going  down  and 
the  other  half  when  I  was  returning  and 
didn’t  have  to  worry  about  any  of  the  atro¬ 
cious  weather  which  was  persisting. 


“I  really  enjoyed  your  book  and  as  I  first 
mentioned  to  you  last  summer  when  you 
sent  your  early  draft  for  my  perusal,  I  feel 
now  as  I  did  then  that  it  will  be  very  well 
received  by  the  numismatic  community.  I 
already  have  gotten  back  comments  from 
some  of  my  clients  and  the  verdict  has  been 
all  positive.... 

“Anyway,  I  want  to  thank  you  as  well  for 
using  some  of  the  material  which  I  had 
submitted  to  you  for  the  book.  I  was  elated 
to  find  myself  associated  with  its  contents 
and  being  able  to  share  a  little  of  myself 
with  vou,  Dave,  and  all  of  the  people  who 
make  up  this  wonderful  hobby/industry  of 
ours! 

“Very  sincerely,” 

— Sam  Lukes 
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UNIT  till  STATUS  SI LVKIS  COINS 


1895-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  somewhat 
prooflike  surfaces.  Another  of  the  many  new 


purchases  offered  in  this  issue . 1,050 

1895- S  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 525 

1896  Proof-64  (NGC).  A  brilliant  gem.  Consider 

this  beauty  for  your  type  set . 695 

From  a  restricted  mintage  of  only  762  Proofs.  How  many 
can  survive  today  in  gem  grade?  Very  few. 

1 896- 0  F- 12 . 235 


Gem  1896-S  Rarity 


1896-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  with 
delicate  toning.  One  of  the  finest  specimens  we 
have  ever  seen  or  handled  of  this  key  Barber 
dime  issue.  You’ll  really  enjoy  the  quality  of  this 


one!  . 3,400 

1896-S  EF-45  (NGC) . 495 

1898  AU-55  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned . 75 

1899  MS-64.  Brilliant . 239 

1900- 0  VF-20 . 129 

1901  MS-60.  Satiny  surfaces  with  a  whisper  of 

peripheral  toning . 99 

1901- S  F-12 . . . 295 

1901- S  F-12  (PCGS).  Always  popular . 295 

1902- S  EF-40 . 95 

1903- 0  MS-60.  Lustrous . 265 

1903-S  MS-63.  Sharp  and  lustrous.  Very  rare  in 

this  grade.  Another  prize  coin  for  the  Barber 

dime  specialist . 1,850 


Among  Barber  dimes  the  1 903-S  has  had  relatively  little 
“play”  in  the  press,  although  it  certainly  is  deserving  of  such. 
The  reason  is  undoubtedly  due  to  the  paucity  of  high-grade 
specimens.  If  pieces  do  not  exist  in  significant  numbers,  they 
cannot  be  described  with  frequency  in  catalogues. 

Key  1904-S  Dime  Rarity 


1904-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Intermingled  gold  and  vio¬ 
let  iridescence  complements  both  surfaces. 
Prooflike  as  well.  The  1904-S  is  scarce  in  all 
grades,  and  is  a  condition  rarity  at  the  MS-64 
level.  It  would  probably  require  a  long  and  ar¬ 
duous  search  to  find  another  example  this  nicely 


preserved . 2,500 

1905-0  VF-30 . 49 

1905- S  MS-60.  Brilliant . 225 

1906  MS-60.  Lightly  toned . 99 

1906- 0  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 550 

1 906-  S  MS-63.  An  attractive  specimen . 525 

1 907- 0  Weak  strike.  EF-40 . 59 

1907  S  ms-60 . 365 


1907- S  AU-58  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning.  219 

1 908-  D  Breen-3567.  Doubled  Date.  MS-63.  195 

1908-D  Breen-3567.  Doubled  Date.  AU-58.  145 


1908-S  AU-55 . 175 

1908- S  AU-50 . 159 

1909- S  EF-40 . 195 

1910  Proof-64  (NGC).  A  brilliant  gem  with  deli¬ 
cate  champagne  toning . 750 

1910- S  AU-58  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  light  golden 

peripheral  toning . 210 

1911  MS-60.  Brilliant . 99 

1912  Proof-64  (NGC).  A  brilliant  and  beautiful 

gem.  Rare  so  nice . 725 

19 12-D  AU-50 . 59 

1913  MS-64  (NGC).  Lightly  toned . 199 

1913  MS-60 . 99 

1914  MS-60 . 99 

1914-D  AU-50 . 59 

1916  MS-60 . 99 

1916-S  MS-60  Attractively  toned . 99 


Mercury  Dimes 

Mercury  dimes — part  of  the  great  silver  coin  de¬ 
sign  revision  of  this  year — have  always  been  popular 
with  numismatists.  Recently,  we  bought  several 
dozen  really  nice  pieces  to  add  to  our  inventory. 
Check  the  following  listings  carefully.  The  quality 
is  there,  and,  upon  seeing  the  quality  with  your  own 
eyes,  you’ll  find  the  coins  to  be  great  buys. 

1916  Mercury.  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 95 

1916  Mercury.  MS-64  FB  (NGC).  The  obverse  is 

brilliant  and  the  reverse  is  deeply  toned . 52 

1916  Mercury.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Pale  golden  ton¬ 
ing . 45 

1916  Mercury.  MS-63  FB  (NGC).  The  obverse  is 

deeply  toned  and  the  reverse  is  brilliant . 46 

1916  Mercury.  MS-63  FB  (PCGS).  Light  toning.  46 

1916  Mercury.  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 39 

1916  Mercury.  MS-63.  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1916-S  Mercury.  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  535 

1916- S  Mercury.  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant.  ..189 

1917- D  MS-64  (ANACS).  Delicate  gold  toning.  475 

1917-D  MS-63  FB.  A  splendid  specimen  with  deli¬ 
cate  toning.  One  of  the  nicest  you’ll  find  any¬ 
where . 770 

1917-D  MS-63  FB  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  frosty.  770 

1917-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 395 

1917-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 395 

1917-S  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 1,095 

1917- S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 135 

1918- D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 385 

1918-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  gold  toning.  .385 
1918-D  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  delicate 

golden  toning . 195 

1918-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  beautiful.  A 
frosty,  lustrous  piece  you’ll  be  proud  to  own  and 

display.  . 795 

1918-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Delicate  gold  toning.  Diffi¬ 
cult  to  find  in  such  beautiful  preservation.  ..  425 

1918- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Attractive  blue  and  gold 

toning . 425 

1919- D  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  beautiful. 

Deeply  frosty.  One  of  the  nicest  1919-D  dimes 
you’ll  find  anywhere . 7 25 

1919-D  MS-63  (NGC).  Golden  peripheral  toning 
on  obverse  with  deep  blue  and  gold  toning  on 
reverse .  435 


1920  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1 19 

1920-D  MS-63  FB  (PCGS).  Pale  champagne  iri¬ 
descence  on  satiny  surfaces.  Nice  eye  appeal  for 

the  grade . 595 

1920-D  MS-63.  Pale  rose  toning . 350 

1920-S  MS-63  FB.  Brilliant . 995 

1920-S  MS-63  Brilliant . OS 

1923-S  MS-62  FB.  Brilliant . 385 

1924  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 185 

Outstanding  Gem  1924-D  10<t 


Outstanding  Gem  1924-D  IOC 


1924-D  MS-65  FB  (NGC).  A  superb  specimen 
of  this  mintmark  variety.  We  have  never  owned 


a  nicer  one!  . 3,295 

1924-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Delicate  toning  at  the  rims. 

Brilliant  and  beautiful . 665 

1924-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 550 


1924-S  MS-62  FB  (NGC).  Lightly  toned . 699 


Superb  Gem  1925-D  Dime 


1925-D  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Light  rose  toning.  A 
superb  gem  specimen  equaled  in  quality  by  few 
others  in  existence  anywhere.  If  you  are  a  connois¬ 
seur  of  the  Mercury  dime  series  and  want  a  show- 

stopper,  this  is  for  you!  Just  purchased . 5,395 

1925-D  MS-64  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  frosty. 
As  nice  as  some  we  have  seen  at  the  MS-65  level. 

Quality! . 1,595 

1926  MS-64  FB.  Brilliant . 1 19 


1926-D  of  Exceptional  Quality 


1926-D  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lus¬ 
trous.  Sharply  struck.  Seldom  seen  in  this  com¬ 
bination  of  high  technical  grade,  sharp  strike, 


and  pleasing  visual  appeal . 2,695 

1926-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 595 

1926-D  MS-64  FB  (NGC).  Lustrous  and  beauti¬ 
ful  with  just  a  whisper  of  toning . 495 


This  listing  of  quality  Mercury  dimes  is  one  of  the  finest 
you'll  find  anywhere. 

1926-D  MS-64  (Hallmark).  Attractive  light  ton¬ 
ing . 295 

1926-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  frosty. 295 

1926-D  MS-63  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 37^ 

1926-S  MS-63  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  One  of  the 
prime  rarities  in  the  series  at  this  grade  level.  1 ,8_’5 
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1927-D  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  golden  pe¬ 
ripheral  toning.  Not  often  seen  with  this  qual¬ 
ity.  . 1,150 

1927-D  MS-63  FB.  Brilliant . 695 

1927- D  MS-63  FB  (PCGS).  Light  anther  toning.  695 

1928- S  MS-65  (NGC).  Light  golden  toning.  475 

1928-S  MS-64  FB.  Brilliant . 525 

1928-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  a  hint  of 

gold . 315 

1928- S  MS-63  FB  Brilliant . 395 

1929  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning . 38 

1929- S  MS-65  FB.  Brilliant . 435 

1930  MS-64  FB  (NGC).  Light  golden  peripheral 

toning . 99 

1931  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Relatively  low- 

mintage  Philadelphia  Mint  date . 650 

193 1-D  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  A  brilliant,  lustrous 
gem.  Low  mintage,  too!  We  bought  a  pair  of 

these;  add  one  to  your  cabinet  for  only . 695 

1934  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 250 

1934- D  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Very  hard 

to  find  with  this  combination  of  high  grade  and 
quality.  A  showpiece  among  Mercury  dimes  of 
this  decade . 1,050 

1935- D  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 465 

1936  Proof-64.  Brilliant . 795 

1936- D  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 425 

1937  Proof-65  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Somewhat  scarce. 

Really  inexpensive  on  today’s  market . 395 

1937  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 59 

1937  MS-65  FB.  Brilliant . 35 

1937  MS-64  FB.  Brilliant . 25 

1937  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 19 

1937- D  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  We  recently 

bought  a  small  group  and  they  are  selling  fast. 
Order  now  to  get  one . 179 

1937-S  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Light  toning . 329 

1937- S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 129 

1938  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 235 

1938  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  satiny 

surfaces . 149 

1938  MS-63.  Brilliant . 15 

1938- D  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 125 

1938-D  MS-54  FB.  Brilliant . 55 

1938-S  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Only  a  tiny  propor¬ 
tion  of  examples  seen  are  of  such  outstanding 
quality.  . 265 

1938- S  MS-66  FB.  Brilliant . 265 

1939  MS-66  FB.  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 315 

1939- D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 45 

1940  Proof-66  (NGC).  Lustrous  with  whisper  of 

pale  gold  toning . 245 

1940  Proof-64.  Brilliant . 155 

1940  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 65 

1940  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1940- S  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 210 

1940-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 45 

1940-S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 24 

1940- S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 24 

1941  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 159 

1941  Proof-64.  Brilliant . 149 

1941  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 149 

1941  MS-64.  Brilliant . 16 

194 1- D  MS-64  FB  (PCGS).  Pale  gold . 19 


1941-S  MS-66  FB.  Brilliant . 59 

1941-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1941-S  MS-65  FB.  Brilliant . 29 

1941-S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 25 

1941- S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 12 

1942/1  AU-53  (NGC).  Brilliant . 565 

1942/1  F-15  (PCI) . 295 

1942/1-D  VF-35 . 415 

1942/1 -DVF-30 . 385 

1942  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 159 

1942  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Attractive  with  light 

rainbow  toning . 75 

1942  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 75 

1942  MS-60 . 9 

1942- D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1942-D  Roll  of  50  pieces.  MS-64  to  65 . 595 

1942-S  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Just  a  whisper  oi  ton¬ 
ing . 310 

1942-S  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1 10 

1943  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 32 


1943-D  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 32 

1943-D  MS-63  FB.  Brilliant . 13 

1943-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 10 

1943-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 45 

1943- S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 14 

1944  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 195 

1944  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1944  MS-60.  Brilliant . 7 

1944- D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 42 

1944-D  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 29 

1944-D  MS-64  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 22 

1944-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 12 

1944-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 10 

1944-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1944-S  MS-65.  Brilliant.  We  bought  a  group  of 

several  dozen  sparkling  beauties,  and  they  are 

selling  fast.  Buy  one  for: . 16 

1944-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 14 

1944-S  MS-60.  Brilliant . 8 

1945  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 49 


“Another  Place  and  Time” 


The  following  is  from  Richard  Mantia ,  an 
Illinois  reader: 

“I’ve  written  you  in  the  past  about  this 
or  that  relating  to  coins,  etc.  This  time  is  no 
exception,  yet  you  are  one  of  the  few  schol¬ 
ars  who  brings  pleasure  to  a  hobby  that  can 
have  more  bad  sides  to  it  than  a  two-headed 
nickel.  Every  time  that  I  read  any  one  of 
your  publications  I  feel  as  if  I'm  in  another 
place  and  time  living  the  moment. 

“I  opened  and  read  cover  to  cover  your 
Rare  Coin  Review  No.  1 09  and  was  moved  to 
write  this  letter.  I  have  been  saving  some 
tidbits  of  knowledge  to  pass  to  you  as  you 
may  be  one  of  the  few  to  truly  appreciate 
them. 

“Your  numismatic  nostalgia  column  con¬ 
cerning  W.C.  Prime’s  1861  book  Coins, 
Medals,  and  Seals  is  right  on  the  mark.  I  own 
a  copy  in  nice  condition  and  I  tend  to  read  it 
more  than  most  20th-century  books.  His 
information  is  not  too  accurate,  yet  the 
reading  is  fast  and  smooth  with  charming 
wit.  He  was  a  pioneer  in  bringing  pleasure  to 
coin  collecting  for  the  masses  as  you  are 
today. 

“Further  along  in  your  This  &  That 
column  I  noted  a  brief  commentary  from 
Dr.  George  Fuld  regarding  your  Fred  and 
Ward  Collections  Sale,  Lot  3058.  I  pur¬ 
chased  that  coin  and  am  delighted  that  I  did. 
He  is  correct  in  that  it  isn’t  the  ’discovery  piece 
as  the  first  photo  that  I  can  find  is  from  The 
Numismatist,  1 964  November,  authored  by 
Dr.  Fuld.  However,  I  would  like  to  know 
whether  or  not  his  specimen  was  composed 


of  brass  or  copper.  Walter  Breen  notes  that 
this  distinction  is  due  to  brass  content,  not  a 
die  crack  variety.  Can  you  possibly  clarify 
this  point? 

“Next,  I  was  recently  rereading  my  copy  of 
your  book,  Virgil  Brand:  The  Man  and  His 
Era,  when  1  thought  that  as  a  small  tribute  to 
him  I  would  add  a  little  knowledge  for  poster¬ 
ity.  I  couldn’t  find  a  photo  of  his  burial  vault 
in  your  book.  I  took  some  snapshots  on  Dec. 

1 4th  of  his  resting  place  here  in  Illinois  and 
got  some  copies  of  the  internment  records  to 
send  to  you.  Visiting  this  cemetery  in  Chicago 
was  like  walking  into  ancient  Greece.  1  photo¬ 
graphed  several  importantsiteswhich  include 
memorials  from  the  Brand,  Palmer,  Kimball, 
Goodman,  and  Pinkerton  families.  The 
Palmers  are  of  Palmer  House,  Columbian 
Exposition,  and  Isabella  commemorative  quar¬ 
ter  dollar  fame;  the  Kimballs  are  of  piano 
fame;  the  Goodmans  are  of  theater  fame;  and 
the  Pinkertons  are,  of  course,  from  President 
Lincoln  and  the  Secret  Service  fame.  The 
Palmer  shrine  is  by  far  the  grandest  of  them 
all.  All  this  interest  on  my  part  came  about 
because  Virgil  Brand  was  born  15  minutes 
from  mv  house,  and  the  Ch ristmas  season  was 
upon  me — a  time  when  we  should  think  of 
others  before  ourselves. 

“Lastly,  I  am  ordering  the  deluxe 
hardbound  version  of  your  Eliasberg  Collec¬ 
tion  catalogue  and  look  forward  to  receiving 
it.  Thank  you  for  letting  me  take  some  of 
your  valuable  time  and  thank  you  for  giv  ing 
me  a  copy  of  your  book  Adventures  with  Rare 
Coins  when  I  was  a  teenager. 
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UNITED  STATES  SILVER  COINS 


Quarter  Dollars 


1945  MS-64  FB  (ANACS).  Pale  golden  toning. 
An  important  rarity  when  the  “Full  Bands” 
feature  is  unequivocally  displayed;  almost  all 
1945  dimes  seen  show  flatness  at  their  central 


bands .  1,095 

1945  MS-64.  Brilliant . 19 

1945  MS-63.  Brilliant . 10 

1945-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1945-D  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 28 

1945-D  MS-65.  Brilliant  and  we  offer  it  at  this 

special  price! . 16 

1945-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 12 

1945-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 10 

1945-S  MS-66  FB  (ANACS).  Light  lilac  toning.  224 
1945-S  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Deep  gold  toning.  224 

1945-S  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 99 

1945-S  Micro  S.  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  About  as 

nice  as  they  come! . 1 ,095 

1945-S  Roll  of  50  pieces.  MS-64  to  65 . 295 

Ifiiosmlt  Dimes 

1949- S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 26 

1950- S/D  FS-014.5.  MS-64  (ANACS).  Recently 

discovered  overmintmark  issue  which  is  becom¬ 
ing  more  popular  among  collectors . 375 

1950-S/D  FS-014.5.  MS-63  (ANACS) . 295 

1952  Proof-66.  Brilliant . 29 

1953  Proof-66.  Heavy  die  polish . 28 

1953  Proof-65.  Heavy  die  polish . 22 

1982  No  P.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 225 


2M  Pieces 

1 875-CC  AU-55.  The  only  readily  collectible  issue  of 
the  Carson  City  Mint,  the  1876-CC  being,  for 
all  practical  purposes,  unobtainable  except  when 

great  collections  come  on  the  market . 635 

1 875-S  AU-58  (NGC).  The  fields  are  lustrous  and, 
on  their  own,  if  graded  separately,  would  be  MS- 

60  or  finer.  You’ll  really  like  this  one! . 435 

1 875-S  AU-55  (NGC).  Golden  gray  iridescence. 
Notable  as  the  only  20-cent  issue  struck  at  the 

San  Francisco  Mint . 375 

1 875-S  AU-50.  Pleasing  pastel  gold  surfaces.  350 
1876  MS-63  (NGC).  Satiny  surfaces.  An  outstand¬ 
ing  coin  in  all  respects,  including  an  especially 
sharp  strike.  Here  is  a  coin  that  can  be  com¬ 
pared  with  some  we’ve  seen  graded  a  point  or 


two  higher . 1,450 

1 876  AU-50  (NGC).  Scarce  date . 525 


Help! 

Contrary  to  most  businesses,  our  main 
problem  is  buying  coins,  not  selling  them! 
With  this  in  mind,  when  time  comes  for  you 
j  to  sell  your  choice,  carefully  gathered  collec- 
I  tion  please  remember  us.  We  are  always  eager 
buyers  outright  for  anything  we  can  use  for 
our  inventory  and  for  our  clients’  want  lists, 
and,  in  addition,  are  always  seeking  consign¬ 
ments  for  our  parade  of  auction  sales. 


We  offer  a  very  nice  selection  of  this  popular  and 
somewhat  scarce  denomination.  As  a  general  rule 
of  thumb,  19th-century  quarters  are  rarer  than 
dimes  or  half  dollars. 

Classic  1796  Quarter  Dollar 


1796  Browning-2.  Rarity-3.  High  6.  AU-53 

(PCGS).  Always  popular.  The  key  ’  type”  issue 
of  the  quarter  dollar  design;  the  only  year  com¬ 
bining  the  Draped  Bust  obverse  with  the  Small 

Eagle  reverse . 19,950 

1805  B-2.  VG-8 . 265 

1806/5  B-l.  F-12  (PCGS).  Popular  overdate.  465 

1818  B-2.  F-15 . 175 

1818  B-4.  Rarity-2.  EF-40.  Light  golden  and  gray 

toning . 695 

1818  B-4.  VF-20 . 295 

1818  B-4.  F-15 . 185 

1818  B-7.  VF-30.  Perfect  reverse . 375 

1818  B-10.  EF-40 . 725 

1819  B-l.  Rarity-4.  F-12 . 189 

1819  B-3.  F-15 . 165 

1820  B-2.  Rarity-2.  Large  O.  AU-58  (NGC).  Iri¬ 

descent  toning.  A  very  nice  example  of  this  is¬ 
sue . 1,650 

1820  B-2.  Rarity-2.  F-15 . 195 

1821  B- 1 .  Rarity-2.  VF-20 . 275 

1821  B-3.  Rarity-2.  VF-20 . 275 

1822  B-l.  AU-53.  Nicely  toned  in  sea  green,  rose 

and  gold . 1 ,795 

1822  B-l.  VF-35  (ANACS) . 425 

1822  B-l .  VF-25  (NGC) . 395 

1 824/2  B- 1 .  VF-20  (ANACS) . 495 

1825  B-l.  Rarity-5.  VF-20 . 625 

1 825  B-2.  AU-55  (NGC).  Pleasing  golden  toning. 
Another  of  the  hundreds  of  new  purchases  of¬ 
fered  in  this  issue — some  of  the  nicest  coins 

we’ve  ever  had  the  privilege  of  listing . 1,350 

1825  B-2.  Rarity-2.  VF-30 . 350 

1825  B-3.  VF-20  (PCGS) . 275 

1 828  B- 1 .  Rarity-2.  VF-20 . 250 

1828  B-4.  Rarity-3.  VF-30 . 350 

1831  B-6.  Rarity-4.  EF-45  (NGC).  Brilliant. 310 
1835  B-2.  MS-61  (NGC).  Satiny  and  attractive, 
with  just  a  hint  of  delicate  champagne  iridescence. 
The  piece  offered  here  ranks  among  the  finest 
known  judging  from  the  Condition  Census  pub¬ 
lished  in  the  recent  update  of  the  Browning  quar¬ 


ter  dollar  book:  64-63-60-60-60-60 . 1 195 

1835  B-6.  Rarity-4+.  AU-55  (PCGS).  Condition 
census . 895 


1838  B-l.  MS-62  (NGC).  Lovely  orange-gold  and 
pewter  gray  iridescence  on  frosty  surfaces.  A  tiny 


drift  mark  near  the  fourth  obverse  star.  Coined 
during  the  final  year  of  the  Capped  Bust  de¬ 
sign  type . 1,250 

Liberty  Sealed  Quarters 

1 853  Arrows  and  Rays.  AU-53  (PCGS) . 375 

1853-0  Arrows  and  Rays.  AU-50  (PCGS).  Bril¬ 
liant.  Fairly  scarce  at  this  grade  level . 1,495 

1854  Arrows.  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lus¬ 

trous.  First  of  two  years  with  arrows  at  the  date 
and  without  rays  on  the  reverse . 1,395 


1855-0  AU-55 . 2,195 

1859  EF-45.  Attractive  toning . 119 

1861-S  VF-20.  Rare  in  all  grades . 260 


Superb  Gem  1872-S  25<f 

Finest  Certified  of  this  Rarity 


1872-S  MS-65  (NGC).  We  are  pleased  to  offer 
one  of  the  most  important  Liberty  Seated  quar¬ 
ter  dollars  ever  to  be  presented  in  our  cata¬ 
logues — a  brilliant,  lustrous,  sparkling  gem 
specimen  with  light  golden  toning  around  the 
borders,  the  finest  certified  specimen  of  the 
issue.  This  gem  MS-65  combines  incredible 
beauty  and  quality  with  great  rarity.  This  will 
be  a  centerpiece  in  your  collection . 29,500 

1873  Arrows.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and 

frosty.  Always  in  demand  for  inclusion  in  type 
sets .  1,395 

1874  Arrows.  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant.  With 

gorgeous  satiny  mint  lustre  accented  with  deli¬ 
cate  golden  toning  around  the  rims . 1,550 

1876- CC  EF-40 . 65 

1877- CC  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  a  whisper 

of  light  golden  peripheral  toning . 675 

1877-S  MS-64  (PCGS) . 750 

1882  EF-40  (PCGS).  Low-mintage  date,  as  are 
most  of  this  era . 365 

1884  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  with 
attractive  toning  around  the  rims . 1,975 

A  major  rarity  in  business  strike  form.  Just  8,000  busi¬ 
ness  strikes  were  made,  and  the  survival  of  a  gem  such  as  this 
is  strictly  a  matter  of  chance  (whereas  Proofs  were  specifi¬ 
cally  saved  by  collectors). 

1884  MS-63.  Brilliant.  Low  mintage!  Beautiful! 
Reasonable  price!  Another  new  purchase.  .750 

1885  MS-64.  Lustrous  and  attractive.  Very  scarce 

issue  in  gem  business  strike  format.  A  prize  tor 
the  Liberty  Seated  quarter  specialist . 1 ,850 


Page  50 


Rare  Coin  Review  No.  1  1 


UNITED  STATUS 


1885  AU-55  (NGC).  Seldom  seen  in  any  business 
strike  grade . 485 

1891  MS-63  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant.  The  devices 
are  frosty  and  the  fields  are  satiny.  A  handsome 
example  coined  during  the  final  year  of  the 
Seated  Liberty  design  type . 550 

1 89 1  -S  AU-50.  Deeply  toned . 237 

Barber  (luarliTS 

1892  Type  II.  AU-53  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 125 

1892- 0  Type  I.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 775 

1893- 0  MS-64.  Pale  champagne  iridescence  at 

the  centers  deepens  to  golden  brown  peripher¬ 
ally.  .  850 

1893-0  AU-50 . 155 

1893- S  AU-58  (NGC).  Nicely  toned  in  blue  and 

gold  hues.  A  gorgeous  specimen  from  among 
our  many  new  purchases . 350 

1894- 0  AU-50 . 195 

1894- S  AU-53 . 185 

1895- 0  Breen-4145.  AU-55.  Mintmark  too  far  to 

the  right;  interesting . 279 

1895- S  AU-55 . 295 

1896  MS-63  (PCGS).  Nice  satiny  surfaces.  Bril¬ 
liant  and  beautiful . 465 

1 896- 0  AU-58  (NGC).  A  classic  issue  among  Bar¬ 
ber  quarters.  Rare  and  always  in  demand.  825 

1898  MS-60 . 159 

1898-0  AU-50 . 399 

1899  MS-60  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  golden  pe¬ 


ripheral  toning . 165 

1899-0  AU-50 . ..”""”"259 

1899- S  AU-50 . 225 

1900  AU-50 . 129 

1900- S  AU-55 . 199 

1900-S  AU-55  (PCGS) . 199 

1900-S  AU-50 . 139 

1902  EF-45  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 85 

1902-0  EF-45 . 125 

1904  AU-50 . 129 

1904-0  AU-50 . 419 

1904-0  EF-40 . 195 

1904- 0  VF-35 . 119 

1905  EF-40 . 70 

1905- S  AU-53 . 219 

1905-S  AU-50 . 210 

1906  EF-40 . 69 

1907-0  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 185 

1907-S  AU-50 . 265 

1909  AU-50 . 129 

1909-D  AU-58  (PCGS) . 195 

1909-S  AU-50 . 195 

1911  AU-58  (PCGS) . 145 

1912  MS-65  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  and  bril¬ 
liant .  1,395 

1912- S  AU-55 . 289 

1913  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,795 

1913- D  MS-60.  Light  golden  toning . 269 

1914- D  AU-50 . 119 

1915  AU-55 . 129 

1915- D  AU-55 . 129 


A  Nice  Letter 


“Dear  Dave: 

“I've  enclosed  this  letter  with  my  check  in 
payment  for  lots  purchased  at  the  Norweb 
Collection  Sale.  While  there,  I  spoke  to  you 
and  mentioned  my  highly  positive  view  of 
this  sale  catalogue.  I  believe  this  is  the  finest 
work  describing  a  collection  sold  at  auction 
I  own  in  my  library  or  have  ever  seen.  You 
incorporated  an  enormous  amount  of  back¬ 
ground  text  as  introductory  material,  in¬ 
cluded  under  most  lot  descriptions  more 
than  your  usual  ‘fine-print’  detail  and  back¬ 
ground  data,  and  finally  employed  a  most 
innovative  approach  to  grading  these  coins. 

“I  would  have  been  pleased  to  have  only 
examined  all  the  Norweb  coins.  Instead,  I 
did  that  and  purchased  10  lots  representing 
some  nice  Canadian  decimals  and  five  New¬ 
foundland  1  C  and  5<f  Victoria  pieces. 

“My  primary  purpose  in  this  letter  is  to 
encourage  you  to  prepare  a  book  covering 
Canadian  numismatics.  You  have  mentioned 
on  several  occasions  the  lack  of  an  equivalent 
Breen  Encyclopedia  addressing  Canadian  and 
Maritimecoinage.  Furthermore,  there  is  little 
in  the  way  of  scholarly  works  such  as  those 


from  a  Taxay  or  Bowers  in  this  area.  My 
careful  reading  and  re-reading  of  Norweb 
suggests  you  have  accessed  much  of  the  im¬ 
portant  literature  in  this  area  while  not  nec¬ 
essarily  putting  all  this  information  into  this 
catalogue.  I’m  not  sure  what  motivates  you 
to  undertake  the  many  writing  and  research 
projects  I  see.  I  am  absolutely  sure  you  would 
create  a  key  and  long-lasting  resource  of 
value  to  collectors  of  Canadian  material  and 
of  interest  to  the  numismatic  community  at- 
large. 

“Ifyou  decide  to  pursue  this  project  I  would 
be  most  willing  to  provide  assistance  in  a 
research  or  other  contributing  capacity.  I  have 
an  excellent  personal  library  with  a  rather  com¬ 
prehensive  run  of  auction  sales  from  1950  to 
present.  The  bibliography  you  provide  in  the 
Norweb  catalogue  is  a  resource  in  its  own  right 
and  I  am  pleased  to  note  I  own  most  of  the 
sources  you  cited. . . 

“Dave,  I  would  be  pleased  to  hear  your 
thoughts  on  writing  this  Canadian  numis¬ 
matic  tome. 

“Sincerely,” 

— P.L.C. 


191 5- S  AU-50 . 199 

1916- D  Barber.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 439 

1916-D  Barber.  AU-55 . 129 

1916-D  Barber.  AU-50 . 119 


Sliiinliii!»  filuTh  (liiiirlris 

Standing  Liberty  quarter  dollars  are  among  the 
most  beautiful  of  all  American  coins.  Make  Bow¬ 
ers  and  Merena  Galleries  your  headquarters  when 
you  build  a  high-grade  set!  We  are  very  particu¬ 
lar  when  we  buy  coins  for  our  inventory,  and  we 
know  you  will  be  pleased  with  what  you  receive 
from  us. 

1917  Type  I.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lus¬ 
trous.  Certainly,  this  is  one  of  the  finest  Stand¬ 
ing  Liberty  quarters  ever  to  pass  under  our 

view. .  1,750 

1917  Type  I.  MS-63  FH  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  ..375 

1917  Type  I.  MS-60.  Brilliant . 1 99 

1917-D  Type  I.  MS-64  FH.  Brilliant . 850 

1917-D  Type  I.  MS-64  FH  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  850 
1917-S  Type  II.  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant.  An  ex¬ 
ceptionally  nice  coin . 1,095 

1917-S  Type’ll.  MS-64  FH  (NGC).  A  sharp,  bril¬ 
liant,  and  fully  lustrous  gem,  one  of  the  finest 
we  have  seen  or  handled.  Rare  so  fine.  ..  1 ,495 


Classic  1918/7-S  Rarity 


1918/7-S  EF-45  (PCGS).  A  beautiful  specimen 
of  this  classic  issue.  One  of  the  nicest  you  will 
ever  see  at  this  grade  level.  Just  acquired,  and 

listed  here  for  the  first  time . 4,650 

1918  MS-64  FH  (NGC).  Brilliant . 575 

191 8-D  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant.  A  beautiful  spar¬ 
kling  gem . 725 

191 8-D  MS-63  FH  (NGC).  Brilliant.  A  lovely 

specimen  of  this  scarce  mintmark . 1,195 

1918-D  EF-40 . 85 


1 9 1 8-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  a  whisper  of 


pale  golden  peripheral  toning . 650 

191 9  AU-50 . 95 

1919-D  AU-50 . 475 

1919-S  EF-45 . 395 


1920-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Exceptionally  brilliant  and 
frosty.  A  superb  quality  specimen  of  this  scarce 


issue . 1 ,350 

1923-S  AU-53  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 615 


1923-S  EF-45  (ANACS).  Among  the  scarcest  San 


Francisco  Mint  issues  in  all  grades . 525 

1923-S  EF-40 . t  35 

1923-S  VF-30 . 395 

1923- S  VF-20 . 325 

1924  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 375 

1924- D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 425 

1924-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 1,195 

1925  MS-60 . 1 19 
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Beautiful  Currier 
&  Ives  Prints 

These  colorhil  prints  are  from  the  personal  collection  of  our  editor,  Q. 
David  Bowers,  who  began  collecting  Currier  &  Ives  prints  as  a  student  at 
Penn  State  University  in  the  1950s.  Each  print  has  been  matted  and  qual¬ 
ity  framed  and  is  ready  to  be  enjoyed  in  your  home  or  office.  Each  print  is 
one  of  a  kind,  is  offered  subject  to  prior  sale,  and  is  guaranteed  to  please 
(can  be  returned  within  10  days  of  receipt  for  a  lull  refund). 

Ib  order:  call  Chris  Karstedt,  toll  free,  800-222-5993,  with  your  credit 
card  in  hand,  and  she  will  arrange  the  special  shipping  to  your  specified 
address.  Wrapping,  packing  and  shipping  will  be  billed  at  your  expense. 


The  Old  Homestead 
in  Winter 

[Large  Folio ) 

Artist:  George  H. 

Durrie 

Description  of  view:  One  of 
the  great  classics  among  Cur¬ 
rier  &  Ives  prints,  a  winter 
scene  with  farmhouse,  barn, 
and  other  trappings  includ¬ 
ing  the  owner(?)  and  his 
horse  in  a  doorway. 


American  Farm  Scenes  (Matched  Set  of  4  Large  Folios) 

Conningham-133,  134,  135,  136:  Gale-148,  146,  147,  149. 

Matched  set  of four  related  prints  as  issued:  $26, 000. 

Date  of  issue:  1853.  N.  Currier. 

Image  size:  16  1/2"  high  x  23  3/4"  wide. 

Total  size  as  framed,  each:  30  1/4"  high  x  36"  wide. 

Description  of  views:  Four  matching  prints  from  one  of  Currier  &  Ives’ 
most  famous  and  most  desired  sets.  Spring:  Farmer  plowing  behind  oxen 
guided  by  a  boy  In  the  background  are  a  manse  and  barn.  Summer:  A 
woman  is  in  the  foreground  as  are  farm  animals,  ducks  in  a  pond  in  the 
center  background,  and  a  farmhouse.  Autumn:  Farmhouse  and  animals  in 
the  fall.  Winter:  This  snowy  winter  scene  shows  two  horses  drawing  a 
sleigh  aboard  which  are  a  man,  boy  and  milk  cans.  Old  and  New  Best  50. 


TO  ORDER:  (800)  222-5993 
IN  NH  PLEASE  CALL  569-5095 


Conningham-4563:  Gale-4950.  $9,500. 

Date  of  issue:  1864.  Currier  &  Ives. 
Image  size:  18-1/2”  high  x  26-1/4”  wide 
Total  size  as  framed:  30"  high  x  37-1/2"  wide 


American  Country  Life/ 
Summer's  Evening 

[Large  Folio ] 

Artist: 

Frances  F.  Palmer 

Conningham-124;  Gale-137.  $2,350. 

Date  of  Issue:  1855.  N.  Currier. 

Image  Size:  16-1/2"  high  x  23-3/4”  wide 
Total  size  as  framed:  28-3/4”  high  x  35-1/4”  wide 

Description  of  view:  Husband  and  wife  stand 
beneath  a  spreading  tree  while  two  children 
frolic  near  their  feet;  in  the  background  another 
child  is  among  cows  near  a  fence;  a  group  of 
farm  workers  loads  hay  on  a  wagon  drawn  by 
two  horses.  Central  to  the  painting  is  a  very 
ornate  three-story  Victorian  home. 


New  England 
Winter  Scene 

[Large  Folio) 

Artist: 

George  H.  Durrie 

Conningham-4420;  Gale-4801.  $12,500. 

Date  of  issue:  1861.  Currier  &  Ives. 

Image  size:  16-1/4”  high  x  23-1/2”  wide 
Total  size  as  framed:  28-1/4”  high  x  34-1/2"  wide 

Description  of  view:  A  great  Currier  &  Ives 
classic,  this  shows  a  man  holding  his  horse,  dog 
at  his  feet,  opening  the  gate  to  the  snowy  farm¬ 
yard.  In  the  distance  a  man  is  feeding  chickens 
while  a  cow  looks  on.  A  young  boy  is  standing 
near  a  woodpile  next  to  the  two-story  home. 
Citation:  Old  and  New  Best  50. 


American  Country  Life/ 
October  Afternoon 

[Large  Folio ) 

Artist: 

Frances  F.  Palmer 

Conningham-122;  Gale- 135.  $2,550. 

Date  of  issue:  1855.  N.  Currier. 

Image  size:  16-1/4”  high  x  23-1/2"  wide 
Total  size  as  framed:  29"  high  x  35-1/4”  wide 

Description  of  view:  Two  hunters  and  a  young 
boy  return  home  to  a  woman  and  child  at  the 
yard  gate,  the  hunters  with  rabbits  and  birds.  Two 
dogs  yelp  in  the  foreground.  In  the  background  is 
the  requisite  Victorian  mansionesque  house,  in  this 
instance  complete  with  large  front  porch,  second 
story  deck,  and  widow’s  walk. 
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1926-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  highly  lustrous. 
An  especially  nice  specimen  of  this  key  date  among 
later  Standing  Liberty  quarters.  A  prize  item  for 


the  connoisseur  and  specialist . 1,195 

1926- S  AU-58 . 275 

1927- D  MS-64  FH.  (PCGS).  Low-mintage  issue. 

Beautiful! . 1,895 


Key  1927-S  Quarter  Dollar 


1927-S  AU-55  (PCGS).  Blended  light  gold  and 
gray  toning  over  highly  lustrous  surfaces.  Very 


little  actual  wear.  . 2,750 

1927- S  EF-40  (ANACS) . 975 

1928- D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 235 

1929  MS-64  (NGC).  Warm  golden  gray  toning.  199 

1929  AU-58  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 85 

1930  MS-65  (PCGS)  Brilliant  with  a  whisper  ol 

light  golden  toning . 385 

1930-S  AU-55 . < . 69 

1930-S  AU-50 . 59 


Wash  i  iu*loii  ((uarters 

On  a  recent  buying  trip  we  latched  on  to  a  very 
nice  old-time  (relatively  speaking)  group  of  Wash¬ 
ington  quarters  that  had  been  off  the  market  for 
about  two  decades.  Included  were  some  scarce  is¬ 
sues  as  well  as  quite  a  few  inexpensive  popular  vari¬ 
eties.  The  result  is  that  the  following  listing  is  espe¬ 
cially  comprehensive.  Even  so,  most  offerings  are  rep¬ 


resented  by  just  one,  two,  or  three  coins  in  our  stock. 
Have  fun  picking  out  what  you  need! 

1932-D  MS-63  (Hallmark).  Brilliant  and  very  lus¬ 
trous.  Quite  rare  in  this  grade;  largely  unap¬ 
preciated  as  such . 895 

1932-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Very  faint  champagne 

toning . 895 

1932-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  A  splendid  coin 
just  added  to  stock.  We  can  never  have  our  fill 

of  quality  like  this! . 895 

1932-D  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  We’ve  been 
buying  choice,  selected  quality  Washington 
quarters,  of  which  this  is  one.  Check  the  present 

listing  to  fill  in  your  collection . 495 

1932-D  MS-60.  Brilliant . 435 

1932-D  AU-58 . 299 

1932-D  AU-50 . 259 

1932-S  MS-64.  Brilliant  and  lustrous  with  light 
toning.  A  very  high-quality  specimen  of  this 

scarce  and  highly  prized  issue . 575 

1932-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Pale  gray-brown . 399 

1932-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 399 

1932-S  MS-62.  Brilliant . 365 

1932-S  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  a  whisper  of 

pale  golden  toning . 365 

1932-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 365 

1932-S  AU-58.  Brilliant . 179 

1932-S  AU-55 . 159 

1932-S  AU-50 . 145 

1934  Medium  Motto.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  59 

1934  Medium  Motto.  MS-64.  Brilliant . 39 

1934  Medium  Motto.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  39 
1934  Medium  Motto.  MS-64  (PCI).  Brilliant.  39 

1934  Medium  Motto.  MS-63.  Brilliant . 29 

1934-D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 1,195 

1934-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 1,195 

1934-D  MS-64.  Brilliant  and  very  beautiful.  325 
1934-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 325 


1934- D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 259 

1935  MS-66  (NGC).  Delicate  toning.  Beautiful!  105 

1935  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 105 

1935  MS-64.  Brilliant . 30 

1935  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 30 

1935- D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Nuances  of  golden  ton¬ 

ing  over  deeply  frosty,  brilliant  surfaces.  Beau¬ 
tiful!  . 1,495 

1935-D  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 575 

1935-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Washington 
quarters,  Washington  quarters,  and  more  Wash¬ 
ington  quarters.  Dave  Bowers,  Mark  Borckardt, 
and  Ray  Merena  have  bought  many  new  speci¬ 
mens.  This  issue  offers  a  remarkably  fine  selec¬ 


tion . 575 

1935-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 365 

1935-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 365 

1935-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 285 

1935-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Delicate  gold  toning.  285 

1935-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 79 

1935-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 79 

1935- S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 74 

1936  MS-64.  Brilliant . 29 

1936- D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 425 


The  1936-D  has  an  interesting  story,  one  that  the  late 
Lee  F.  Hewitt,  founder  of  the  Numismatic  Scrapbook  Maga¬ 
zine,  was  fond  of  relating.  In  1 936  the  coin-collecting  world 
was  preoccupied  with  commemorative  half  dollars.  When 
the  high-mintage  1936-D  quarter  was  released  it  was  not 
noticed,  for  it  would  never  be  rare.  Reality  was  different,  and 
a  year  or  two  later,  when  collectors  searched  for  choice  Un¬ 
circulated  pieces,  they  were  nowhere  to  be  found;  they  had 
all  (or  nearly  all)  been  spent!  Today,  the  1936-D  is  vert'  rare 


in  Mint  State  for  this  reason. 

1936-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 385 

1936-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Likewise  desir¬ 
able . 385 

1936-D  MS-60.  Brilliant . 375 

1936- S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 69 

1937  Proof-66.  Brilliant . 465 

1937  Proof-63.  Brilliant . 350 

1937  MS-64.  Brilliant . 45 

1937- D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 59 

1937- S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 195 

1938  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Light  amber  toning.  310 

1938  AU-50.  Brilliant . 29 

1938  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 95 

1938- S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 119 

1938- S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 69 

1939  Proof-64.  Brilliant . 155 

1939  MS-65.  Brilliant . 45 

1939  MS-64.  Brilliant . 29 

1939  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 29 

1939  MS-63.  Brilliant . 25 

1939- D  MS-66.  Brilliant . 145 

1939-D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 62 

1939-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 35 

1939- S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 125 

1940  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Lightly  toned . 175 

1940- D  MS-66  (NGC).  Attractive  rose,  amber,  and 

golden  brown  toning . 195 

1940-D  MS-65  (NGC).  Nicely  toned . 109 

1940-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 109 

1940-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  golden  toning.  99 

1940-D  MS-60.  Brilliant . 59 

1 940* S  MS  64.  Brilliant . 2l) 


Write 


Right! 

The  article  in  our  recent  Rare  Coin 
Review  No.  116,  “Some  Ramblings  about 
Writing, ”  by  your  editor,  caught  the  eye 
of  David  Sundman,  who  found  the  two 
illustrations — each  with  a  hand  holding 
a  pen — to  be  interesting.  Something 
clicked  in  his  mind,  and  he  recalled  that 
he  had  a  token  with  a  similar  motif.  On 
a  recent  visit  to  our  office  he  gave  it  as  a 
gift.  Illustrated  herewith,  the  token, 
probably  issued  circa  1800,  offered  some¬ 
thing  that  many  people  would  appreci¬ 
ate  today.  “The  Lewisian  System  of 
Writing”  stated  that  “ALL  BAD  WRIT  - 
ING  IMPROVED  BY  MR.  LEWIS  IN  6 
LESSONS.”  Anyway,  this  is  an  interest¬ 
ing  item,  and  we  thought  our  readers 
would  enjoy  seeing  it.  I  hanks,  David. 
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1041  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Nicely  toned . 189 

1941  MS-64.  Brilliant . 12 

1941-S  MS-66.  Brilliant . 185 

1941-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 35 

1941- S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 23 

1942  Proof-67  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 325 

1942  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 149 

1942  MS-64.  Brilliant . 12 

1942  MS-63.  Brilliant . 8 

1942- S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 99 

1942-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 99 

1942-S  MS-64  (Hallmark).  Brilliant . 99 

1942-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 99 

1942-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 59 

1942- S  AU-50.  Brilliant . 17 

1943  MS-65.  Brilliant . 26 

1943  MS-64.  Brilliant . 17 

1943- S  MS-67  (NGC).  Brilliant . 140 

1943-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 32 

1943- S  AU-58 . 19 

1944- D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 15 

1944-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 18 

1945  MS-65.  Brilliant . 15 

1945  MS-64  (Hallmark).  Brilliant . 10 

1946  MS-64.  Brilliant . 9 

1946-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 8 


1946-S  MS-64.  Brilliant.  Among  our  purchases 
were  dozens  of  sparkling  gems  of  this  date.  Use 


this  opportunity  to  acquire  one  for  your  collec¬ 


tion  for  only  . 10 

1946-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 5 

1947  MS-63.  Brilliant . 6 

1949  MS-64.  Brilliant . 25 

1949- D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 15 

1950  Proof-64.  Brilliant . 55 

1950- D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 8 


1950-D  MS-63.  Brilliant.  This  is  one  of  only  a 
few  Washington  quarters  we  have  in  stock  in 
depth  (see  also  1946-S).  However,  they  are 
selling  fast,  and  before  you  know  it,  we  ll  be 
down  to  just  a  few.  Meanwhile,  you  can  buy  a 


sparkling  beauty  for: . 5 

1 950-D/S  Overmintmark.  AU-50  (PCGS). ...  265 

1950-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 7 

1951  MS-63.  Brilliant . 5 

1951  -S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 15 

1952  Proof-66.  Brilliant . 35 

1952-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 12 

1952-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 10 

1953  Proof-66.  Cameo . 29 

1953  Proof-66.  Cameo  obverse . 24 

1954  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 29 

1958-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 4 

1960  Prool-63.  Brilliant . 4 

1960-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 4 

1961  Prool-63.  Brilliant . 4 


And  More  From  Dave  Sandman 
This  About  Griffins 


Every  so  often  someone  writes  to  us  about 
our  company  emblem,  the  griffin  (also  spelled 
griffon  and  a  lew  other  vari¬ 
ances).  The  latest  is  an  ar¬ 
ticle  sent  along  by  David 
Sundman,  “The  Mythical 
Griffin  on  Ancient  Coins,” 
by  Marvin  Tameanko.  The 
writer  illustrated  a  number 
of  ancient  Greek  and  Ro¬ 
man  coins  displaying  the 
griffin  motif.  Indeed,  it 
seems  that  a  serious  stu¬ 
dent  could  make  an  entire 
collection  of  such  pieces. 

Our  own  griffin  emblem 
has  a  more  mundane  beginning,  which  we  may 
have  mentioned  before,  but  if  not,  well  mention 
now.  A  number  of  years  ago,  probably  in  the 
1 960s,  your  editor  was  sitting  in  his  living  room 
and  looking  at  a  carved  oak  library  table.  The 
four  leg  supports  on  the  table  were  made  of 
carved  griffins — a  griffin  being  a  mythological 
creature  combining  the  head  and  wings  of  an 
eagle  and  the  body  and  tail  of  a  lion  or  dragon. 
There  are  some  variations,  such  as  those  with 
lion  heads.  A  sketch  was  sent  to  the  Graphics 


Department  of  Coin  World in  Ohio,  and  soon 
a  company  emblem  arrived  in  the  mail,  showing 
two  bilaterally  symmetrical 
dragons  flanking  a  shield,  with 
the  Bowers  and  Ruddy  Galler¬ 
ies  initials  on  the  shield.  This 
was  used  (or  quite  a  few  years  in 
our  publicity  and  advertising. 

In  the  1970s  the  motif  was 
redesigned  when,  if  memory 
serves,  someone  at  General  Mills 
(of  which  firm  we  were  a  par¬ 
tially-owned  subsidiary)  sug¬ 
gested  that  it  should  be  simpli¬ 
fied.  The  new  version,  which  we 
use  today,  was  designed  by  a 
firm  called  Interrobang(again,  if  memory  serves). 
Originally,  that  particular  design  outfit  sug¬ 
gested  that  we  use  Perpetua-style  type  in  connec¬ 
tion  with  it.  We  haven’t  adhered  to  the  type 
suggestion,  but  have  used  the  same  griffin  for  quite 
a  few  years  since  then,  now  upwards  of  20  years. 

The  griffin  in  mythology  was  regarded  as  a 
guardian  of  treasure.  And,  in  a  way,  here  at 
Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  we  are  guardians 
of  treasure — the  collections  bought,  sold,  and 
traded  with  and  by  numismatists. 


1961-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 4 

1963  FS-023.  Doubled  Die.  MS-63.  Brilliant.  25 
1964-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 4 


lalf  Dollars 


l  lmtiiii!  Hair  Hall  Dollars 


1795  0-111  Three  Leaves  50<t 


1795  0-111.  Three  Leaves  variety.  Rarity-4. 

VF-25  (NGC) . 6,900 

From  the  Robinson  S.  Brown  Jr.  Collection. 
1795  0-1 13.  Rarity-3.  A  over  E.  VF-25  (PCGS). 
Even  though  we  bought  this  as  VF-25  and  are 
pricing  it  as  such,  this  coin  has  some  original 
mint  lustre  and  is  nicer  than  some  we  have  seen 
graded  10  points  higher!  Nicely  centered  with 
pleasing  pale  golden  iridescence.  The  presence 
of  an  E  beneath  the  A  in  STATES  makes  O- 
113  one  of  the  most  distinctive  varieties  of  the 

year . 1,895 

1795  O-l  16.  VG-10  (NGC) . 695 

1795  0-117.  Rarity-4.  VF-20  (PCGS).  Pleasing 
light  gray  surfaces.  An  excellent  coin  for  a  type 
or  variety  set . 1,895 

Draped  Bust  Half  Dollars 

1803  0-102.  Large  3.  VF-30  (ANACS) . 495 

1803  0-104.  Rarity-3.  Small  3.  EF-45.  Very  at¬ 
tractive  “album  toning.”  . 1,750 

1806/5  0-103.  VF-30 . 450 


1806  0-118.  AU-50  (PCGS).  A  very  handsome, 
appealing  coin.  Ideal  for  the  type  set  enthusiast 
or  the  variety  specialist . 2,195 

fanned  llusl  Hall  Dollars 

In  todays  market  it  is  possible  to  assemble  a  basic 
date  set  of  Capped  Bust  half  dollars  of  the  1807- 
1836  years — with  many  interesting  overdates  and 
other  varieties  included  as  well — for  a  very  reason¬ 
able  price.  Lots  of  value  here! 
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Make  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  your  headquar¬ 
ters.  We  have  a  nice  selection  in  just  about  every  grade 
level.  And,  of  course,  although  we  are  excited  about 
the  coins  we  add  to  our  inventory,  each  and  every  one 
is  subject  to  your  satisfaction  once  you  receive  it  in 
the  mail. 

1807  0-112.  50/20  VF-20.  Small  nick  on  reverse.  215 

The  engraver  thought  he  was  cutting  a  die  for  a  25 C 
piece,  began  punching  that  denomination  in  the  die,  realized 
his  error,  and  corrected  it.  This  reverse  die  had  a  long  life  in 
1807  coinage,  and  as  a  result,  specimens  of  this  interesting 
error  are  readily  obtainable  today. 

1808/7  0-101.  AU-58  (NGC)  with  some  claims 
to  a  higher  grade.  Gorgeous  light  iridescent  ton¬ 
ing . 1,195 

Ex  Norweb  Collection,  Lot  3050. 


1810  Half  Dollar 


1810  0-103.  MS-63.  Nicely  toned  in  deep  blue 

and  gold . 2,250 

1811  0-101.  AU-50  (ANACS).  Warmly  toned  in 

pleasing  rainbow  hues . 635 


1815/2  O-lOla.  VP-25  (PCGS).  Certainly  a  nice 
example  of  this  issue,  a  high-end  coin  that  the 
experts  at  PCGS  could  have  graded  a  few  points 
higher  without  argument.  A  classic  scarcity  in 
the  Capped  Bust  half  dollar  series . 2,250 


Notable  1817/3  Overdate 


1817/3  O-l Ola.  AU-58  (NGC).  A  very  attractive 
specimen  with  medium  gray  and  iridescent  ton¬ 
ing . 3,495 

1817  0-1 13  MS-61  (NGC).  Intermingled  golden 
brown  and  slate  gray  toning.  In  the  middle  of 


the  Overton  Condition  Census  for  the  die  vari¬ 
ety,  which  is  listed  as  65-65-60-55-55 995 

1819/8  0-101.  MS-61  (PCGS).  I  ight  gray  . 

ing  with  a  hint  of  gold  over  lustrous  surfaces. 
Popular  overdate . 1 ,695 


Gem  1819/8  Overdate 


1819/8  0-104.  Large  9.  MS-64.  (NGC).  Pale 
golden  brown  with  blue  and  lilac  peripheral  ton¬ 
ing.  Certainly,  this  is  one  of  the  very  finest  in 

existence  anywhere! . 4,250 

1819/8  O-104a.  MS-61  (ANACS).  Brilliant,  frosty 
surfaces  with  a  light  touch  of  gold  toning.  A  qual¬ 
ity  specimen  of  this  early  overdate . 1,295 

1820/19  0-101  AU-50  (ANACS) . 750 

1 820/ 1 9  O- 1 02  AU-53  (NGC) . 735 


Gem  1823  Half  Dollar 


1823  O-lOla.  Patched  3.  MS-64  (NGC),  with 
claims  to  MS-65.  Deep  gray  with  faint  steel 
blue.  A  thin  diagonal  scratch  on  Liberty’s  bust 


is  hidden  by  the  toning . 4,495 

1823  O-103.  VF-20 . 115 


1 823  O-lll.  Normal  3.  MS-64.  Deep  gray  with 
faint  steel  blue.  A  thin  diagonal  scratch  on 
Liberty’s  bust  is  hidden  by  the  toning.  ..2,750 

1824  0-105.  Rarity-2.  AU-53  (NGC).  Brilliant 

with  rainbow  peripheral  toning . 295 

1824  0-108.  MS-60.  Double  profile  to  Miss  Lib¬ 
erty,  due  to  “die  chatter”  during  striking.  Beau¬ 
tiful  light  iridescent  toning . 895 

1824  0-109.  VF-35 . 1 15 

1 825  0-113.  AU-50  (PCGS) . 325 


1 826  O- 1 06.  AU-58  (NGC).  Lustrous  and  mostly 
brilliant  with  blushes  of  pale  gold  iridescence. 
Close  to  the  Overton  Condition  Census  for  the 
variety  which  includes  MS-60  examples.  ..425 


1 826  O- 1 20a.  Rarity-3.  AU-50 . 350 

1 827  0-104.  AU-55.  Deep  lilac  toning . 295 


1827  0-105.  Rarity-3.  MS-64  (NGC).  A  splen¬ 
did  frosty  gem  example.  Warmly  and  attractively 
toned  in  light  gold  and  violet-gray.  Among  the 
finest  known  of  the  die  combination  as  indi¬ 
cated  by  the  Overton  Condition  Census:  65- 


65-65-64-63 . 2,450 

1827  0-133.  Rarity-4.  AU-50 . 495 

1827  0-147.  Curl-Base  2  in  Date.  AU-50.  Satiny 

golden  surfaces . 495 

1828  0-112.  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  light 

golden  lustre . 845 

1 828  0-117.  AU-55  (ANACS) . 269 

1829  0-115.  VF-20 . 75 

1829  0-1 17.  Rarity-2.  AU-58 . 395 

1830  0-123.  MS-62 . 795 


1831  0-103.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lus¬ 
trous  with  a  whisper  of  golden  toning.  ..  1,595 

1832  0-101.  Large  Letters.  AU-58  (PCGS).  Very 
conservatively  graded  in  our  opinion;  this  coin 
could  easily  be  called  Mint  State  (in  which  in¬ 
stance  it  would  be  priced  several  hundred  dol¬ 
lars  higher).  Intermingled  blue,  gray,  and  golden 
brown  toning.  The  variety  is  made  distinctive 
by  a  heavy  die  crack  connecting  the  eagle’s  right 
wing  (viewer’s  left)  to  the  olive  branch.  Not  easy 
to  find  in  high  grades;  key  major  variety.  .  895 

1832  0-113.  Small  Date,  Small  Letters.  AU-58. 


Frosty,  lustrous  surfaces  lightly  toned . 425 

1832  0-121.  Rarity-3.  AU-50.  Attractive  golden 
toning . 295 


1832  0-122.  MS-63  (NGC).  Light  golden  and 


Dorit  Take  Our  Word  For  It! 

Instead,  you  can  opt  to  believe  what 
Joseph  Addison  (1672-1719;  founder  of 
The  Tatler  and  The  Spectator)  said:  “One  is 
to  look  upon  a  cabinet  of  medals  as  a 
treasure,  not  of  money,  but  of  knowledge. 

Of  course,  we  agree,  such  as  when  we 
look  at  our  own  specimen  of  the  1787 
Washington  and  Columbia  medal  that  we 
purchased  from  J.W.A.,  who  bought  it  in 
our  Garrett  Collection  sale.  What  a  story  it 
could  tell,  what  a  treasure  of  knowledge. 
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UNITED  STATES  SIEVED  COINS 


gr.iv  toning  over  brilliant,  lustrous  surfaces.  Very 

attractive . 1,650 

1833  0-103.  AU-50 . 195 

1833  0-106.  AU-58.  Pale  champagne  iridescence 
at  the  centers  deepens  to  rich  gold  at  the  bor¬ 
ders . 320 

1833  0-107.  AU-55.  Brilliant . 295 

1833  0-108.  AU-53  (PCGS).  Mostly  brilliant  with 

a  whisper  of  light  golden  toning . 245 

1 833  Capped  Bust  half  dollar  counterstamped  by 
the  compounder  of  Houcks  Panacea,  Baltimore. 
VF-35.  Counterstamp  on  obverse  is  especially 


deep  and  bold . 

. 785 

1834  0-101.  EF-45 . 

. 239 

1834  0-113.  EF-45 . 

. 105 

1836  0-106.  Lettered  Edge.  AU-55  (NGC).  .345 

1836  0-108.  AU-50 . 

. 395 

1836  0-120.  Lettered  Edge. 

MS-63  (PCGS). 

Attractive  lustrous,  frosty  surfaces  with  delicate 
toning . 1,595 


James  D.  Writes  to  Us 

“Dear  Friends, 

“Following  my  call  on  Monday,  I  am 
sending  my  check  for  the  MS-65  1924 
Saint-Gaudens  double  eagle  certified  by 
PCGS.  Please  send  it  by  overnight  delivery. 

“I  really  love  the  coins  I  received  from 
you  earlier,  which  you  might  remember 
were  a  1940  Proof  Mercury  dime,  a  1940 
Proof  Liberty  Walking  half  dollar,  and  a 
very  frosty  Mint  State  1917  Type  I  Stand¬ 
ing  Liberty  quarter. 

“About  10  years  ago,  Parade  magazine 
had  a  column,  'Significa,'  written  by  au¬ 
thor  Irving  Wallace  and  two  of  his  chil¬ 
dren,  which  dealt  with  'significant  trivia. 
One  Sunday,  they  had  an  article  on  the 
1916  Type  I  Standing  Liberty  quarter, 
entitled  'Topless  Quarter,’  accompanied 
by  a  larger-than-life-size  photograph. .  .of a 
non- topless  Type  //Standing  Liberty  quar¬ 
ter!  They  really  blew  it!  (They  must  not 
have  been  any  kind  of  coin  collectors.) 
Probably  100  coin  collectors,  including 
myself,  wrote  them  informing  them  of 
their  mistake,  but  as  far  as  I  know  they 
never  acknowledged  the  goof. 

At  least  the  TV  show  Ripley  's  Believe  It 
or  Not  &  id  not  make  the  same  mistake  in 
their  segment  on  the  Type  I  quarter  (done 
at  about  the  same  time),  but  the  show  gave 
one  the  impression  the  1916  Standing  Lib¬ 
erty  quarter  was  rare  because  it  was  ‘topless’ 
and  not  because  of  the  minuscule  52,000 
mintage! 

Please  continue  to  be  on  the  lookout 
for  the  coins  on  my  want  list.” 

— -James  D. 


Gem  1836  L.E.  Half  Dollar 


1836  0-122.  Lettered  Edge.  MS-64  (NGC).  Bril¬ 
liant,  lustrous,  frosty,  and  beautiful!  . 2,595 


Beautiful  Gem  1837  Half  Dollar 


1837  Reeded  Edge.  MS-64  (NGC).  Blazing  white 
lustre  with  pale  blue  peripheral  toning.  .4,250 

The  1837  half  dollar  is  one  of  only  two  years  (the  other 
being  the  low-mintage  Reeded  Edge  1836  made  in  January 
1836)  with  the  Capped  Bust  obverse,  reeded  edge,  and  de¬ 
nomination  expressed  as  50  CENTS.  Unlike  the  earlier  Let¬ 
tered  Edge  halves,  these  were  struck  on  new  high-speed  steam- 
powered  presses. 


Superb  Gem  1839  Half  Dollar 
Capped  Bust 


1839  Capped  Bust.  Large  Letters.  MS-64 
(NGC).  Mottled  golden  amber  and  pale  blue 
toning.  Rarely  seen  or  offered  at  this  grade  level. 
A  gorgeous  item  for  your  specialized  collection 

or  type  set . 6,750 

The  short-lived  design  with  Capped  Bust  obverse,  reeded 
edge,  and  with  the  denomination  as  HALF  DOL. 

EMhtIy Scali'il  Mall 'Dollars 

1839  No  Drapery.  AU-55  (NGC).  A  very  attrac¬ 
tive  example  of  the  very  first  type  in  the  Lib¬ 


erty  Seated  series . 1,895 

1839  No  Drapery.  AU-50  (PCGS) . 1,695 


1840  Small  Letters.  MS-63  (NGC).  Essen¬ 
tially  brilliant  with  just  a  whisper  of  gold  at 
the  reverse  rim.  Nice  eye  appeal.  The  small 
letters  and  date  give  this  coin  a  cameo  as¬ 
pect .  1 ,450 

1840  Small  Letters.  MS-61  (ANACS).  Bril¬ 
liant  surfaces  with  a  trace  of  peripheral  rose 


toning . 795 

1 840  Small  Letters.  EF-45  (NGC).  Attractive  blue 

and  golden  gray  toning . 169 

1841  VF-30 . 175 

1842  Medium  Date.  Wiley-Bugert- 1  06.  EF- 

45 .  175 

Memorable  1842-0  Small  Date  Rarity 


1842-0  Small  Date.  EF-40  (ANACS).  Lightly 
toned  surfaces.  A  very  nice  example  of  one  of 
the  key  issues  in  the  Liberty  Seated  half  dollar 
series.  Rarely  does  one  become  available  at  this 
grade  level.  One  of  Dave  Bowers’  new  pur¬ 
chases .  3,650 


1843  WB- 101.  Rarity-5.  MS-64.  Lustrous  and 
beautiful . 2,350 


1843-0  MS-63,  prooflike.  Mottled  light  golden 
and  iridescent  toning  over  highly  prooflike  sur¬ 
faces.  An  exceptional  specimen,  in  our  opin¬ 
ion .  2,450 

1845  EF-40 . 175 

1846  Small  Date.  WB-102.  MS-63  (PCGS). 

Delicate  golden  gray  iridescence.  Most  design 
features  are  sharp.  Scarce  and  desirable  in  Un¬ 
circulated . 1 ,795 

1846  Tall  Date.  AU-50 . 240 

1846- 0  Tall  Date.  F-12 . 350 

1847- 0  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Fairly  scarce 

in  Mint  State . 1 ,450 

1848  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  at  the  centers 
changing  to  a  light  amber  peripherally.  Very 
scarce;  we  doubt  that  more  than  three  or  four 
dozen  Uncirculated  examples  could  be  ac¬ 


counted  for . 1 ,395 

1848  EF-45 . 275 
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Splendid  Gem  1849  Half  Dollar 


UNITED  STATES  SIEVED  COINS 


1849  WB-101.  Rarity-5+.  MS-64  (NGC).  Attrac¬ 
tive  pale  gold  and  iridescent  blue-green.  A  beau¬ 
tiful  gem  the  equal  of  which  would  be  very  dif¬ 
ficult  to  locate  anywhere . 3,950 

Gorgeous  1850-0  Half  Dollar 


iny  lustre  with  pale  lilac  toning  around  the  bor¬ 
der .  1,650 

1 859-0  AU-50 . 175 

1860  WB-102.  Rarity  5+.  MS-63.  Brilliant  with 


frosty  lustre . ]  ,550 

1861  AU-50 . .165 

1862  EF-40 .  ion 


1850-0  MS-62  (PCGS).  Lightly  and  very  attrac¬ 
tively  toned.  Needle  sharp  definition  of  detail. 
Recently  purchased  by  Dave  Bowers,  this  gor¬ 
geous  1850-0  is  one  of  the  finest  we  have  ever 
offered  for  sale.  A  find  for  the  connoisseur  and 


specialist . 4,750 

1852  EF-40 . 750 


1853  Arrows  and  Rays.  MS-60.  Brilliant  with  lots  of 
mint  frost.  Popular  one-year  design  type.  ...  1,395 
1854-0  Arrows.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Light  golden 
toning  over  deeply  frosty  surfaces.  Very  well 

struck . 1,950 

1854-0  Arrows.  AU-55  (PCGS) . 325 

1854- 0  Arrows.  EF-45 . 125 

1855- 0  Arrows.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  frosty, 

and  lustrous.  An  exceptional  quality  specimen 
of  this  early  New  Orleans  issue . 1,895 

1855- S  Arrows.  VG-8.  A  nice  specimen  at  this 

grade  level . 475 

1856- S  EF-40 . 465 

1858-S  AU-50.  Very  elusive  in  AU  grade  or  even 

close  to  it. ............. . 350 

1859  WB-102.  Rarity-6+.  Type  II  reverse.  Net 
MS-63,  but  actually  MS-64  or  finer  with  some 
surface  abrasions,  none  serious.  Brilliant  sat- 


Instant  Delivery! 

When  you  order,  ask  Gail  Watson  about 
our  overnight  Federal  Express  service.  Just 
$  1 0  on  orders  under  $500;  FREE  above  that 
amount.  Shipments  to  street  addresses  any¬ 
where  in  the  USA! 

TelephoneyourorderTODAYby  1 :00 
p.m.  Eastern  time,  and  you’ll  enjoy  them 
tomorrow! 


1862-S  Large  S.  WB-101.  Rarity-5  +  .  MS-63. 
Full  brilliant  mint  frost.  Delightful  aesthetic 

appeal .  2,150 

1864  MS-63  (NGC).  Very  lustrous.  Quite  rare  so 
fine.  Another  of  the  hundreds  of  new  coins  we’ve 
just  added  to  our  stock  (only  a  few  of  which  we 
single  out  for  mention,  due  to  space  consider¬ 
ations).  Dave  Bowers,  Mark  Borckardt,  and  Ray 
Merena  have  been  busy  writing  checks!  .  1 ,250 


1864  EF-45.  Fairly  scarce . 235 

1865  EF-40.  Elusive  date . 145 

1865-S  EF-40 . 110 


Choice  1866-S  Half  Dollar 
No  Motto  Rarity 


1866-S  No  Motto.  WB-101.  Rarity-7  at  this 
grade  level.  MS-63.  Ivory  satin  lustre  with  very 
faint  splashes  of  golden  brown.  An  aesthetically 
delightful  example  of  this  rarity.  . 8,950 

1866- S  No  Motto.  EF-45.  A  rarity  in  any  sea¬ 
son .  975 

1867- S  Large  S.  WB-101.  Rarity-7.  MS-62.  Ac¬ 

tually  MS-63,  in  our  opinion,  with  pale  ivory 
lustre,  subdued  from  a  very  light  cleaning  long 
ago.  A  small  scratch  on  the  reverse  from  the 
rim  at  8:00  to  the  eagle’s  left  wing . 1,950 


1868-S  WB-101.  Rarity-6.  MS-63.  Brilliant,  lus¬ 
trous  surfaces  with  delicate  golden  toning.  A 


splendid  specimen  of  an  issue  rarely  seen  at  this 


grade  level . 2,495 

1868-S  EF-40 . 1 19 


1869  MS-60.  We  have  bought  a  little  group  of 
these — kept  together  for  decades — and  offer 
them  for,  each: . 409 

1869  AU-50 . 189 

1869  EF-40 . 1 10 

1869- S  WB-101.  Rarity-6+.  MS-62.  Lustrous 

surfaces.  Light  golden  toning.  Rarely  seen  in 
Mint  State . 1 ,650 

1870  VF-30 . 79 

1870- S  VF-35 . 99 

1871  AU-50 . 175 

1871- S  AU-50 . 225 

1872- S  EF-40 . 190 

1 873  No  Arrows,  Closed  3.  AU-50 . 275 


Splendid  1873  With  Arrows  50<£ 


1873  Arrows.  MS-64  (PCGS).  The  frosty  devices 
beautifully  complement  the  satiny  fields.  The 
central  areas  are  brilliant  changing  to  pale  cham¬ 
pagne  at  the  rims.  An  important  condition  rar¬ 
ity  this  nicely  preserved . 3,895 


Beautiful  1873  Half  Dollar 


1873  Arrows.  MS-63  (PCGS).  This  lovely  coin  is 
offered  here  for  the  first  time.  The  brilliant  and 
lustrous  fields  are  somewhat  satiny.  Here,  in¬ 
deed,  is  a  winner  for  any  type  set  of  U.S.  coins. 
Telephone  Gail  Watson  to  reserve  it  in  your 

name . 2,450 

1 873  Arrows.  MS-62.  Lilac  and  gray  toning.  Sharplv 

struck  with  very  lustrous  surfaces .  1 ,595 

1873  Arrows.  WB- 108.  Rarity-7.  MS-62  (NGC). 
Frosty  mint  brilliance  with  pale  lilac  toning. 
Minor  hairlines  are  noted  in  the  obverse  fields, 
otherwise  MS-63  or  finer.  A  finer  pedigree 

could  not  be  imagined . 1.595 

From  the  James  Bennett  Pryor  Collection. 

1873  Arrows.  MS-60  (NGC).  Brilliant . 975 

1 873  Arrows.  AU-50  (PCGS).  Essentially  brilliant, 
with  just  a  whisper  of  natural  iridescence.  De¬ 
sirable  two-year  design  type . 46S 

1873  Arrows.  EF-U .  N‘> 
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Memorable  1873-S  Half  Dollar 


1873-S  Arrows.  WB-101.  Rarity-7+.  MS-63. 
Brilliant  and  frosty  with  a  touch  of  amber  ton¬ 
ing  on  the  reverse.  Faint  hairlines  are  visible  on 
the  reverse,  otherwise  MS-64  or  finer.  ..6,993 


1874  Arrows.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Satiny,  brilliant 
surfaces.  A  high-grade  example  of  this  popular 

design . 2,095 

1874  Arrows.  MS-62  (PCGS).  A  highly  lustrous 
and  very  attractive  choice  Mint  State  coin.  Bril¬ 
liant  frost  at  the  centers  with  light  natural  golden 


toning  at  the  rims . 1 ,350 

1 874  Arrows.  AU-50.  Highly  lustrous . 435 

1 874  Arrows.  VF-30 . 95 

1874-CC  Arrows.  VF-20.  Rare! . 950 

1874- S  Arrows.  VF-20 . 175 

1875- CC  Small  CC.  WB-102.  Rarity-7+.  MS- 

63.  Reflective  satin,  white  surfaces  with  a  blend¬ 
ing  of  rose  and  lilac.  Faint  hairlines  are  visible 
in  the  obverse  fields . 1,450 

1875-S  AU-50 . 165 


1877-CC  MS-62.  Brilliant.  Add  a  Carson  City  coin 
to  your  collection.  A  lustrous,  frosty  beauty.  950 
1877-S  No  Drapery.  MS-64  (NGC).  Sharply 
struck  with  lightly  toned,  lustrous,  slightly 
prooflike  surfaces.  A  splendid  specimen  for  the 
specialist  or  type  set  collector . 1,495 

The  lack  of  drapery  was  caused  by  die  polishing  (which, 
in  turn,  created  a  prooflike  surface). 

1 877-S  Drapery.  MS-64  (NGC).  A  sharply  struck 
brilliant  gem.  Exceptional  quality  and  eye  ap¬ 
peal  that  will  be  ideal  in  your  collection.  1,625 
1877-S  Drapery.  MS-64  (PCGS).  With  a  whis¬ 
per  of  delicate  golden  toning . 1,625 

1877- S  Drapery.  MS-60 . 375 

1878- CC  EF-40.  Very  scarce  in  all  grades.  An 
important  opportunity  for  the  specialist.  1,895 

1  883  AU-58  (NGC).  Eight  gold  and  blue  periph¬ 
eral  toning . 625 

1 883  F- 1 5.  Rare  date . 275 

1 886  VF-35.  Rare  date . 455 

1890  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant.  Somewhat 

prooflike,  but  definitely  a  business  strike.  An¬ 
other  of  our  many  new  purchases . 1 ,295 

1 890  VF-30.  Rare  date . 325 


Itaiher  Hall  Hollars 

There  are  no  “impossible”  rarities  in  the  series,  but 
several  varieties  are  quite  elusive.  Use  this  listing  to 
add  to  your  collection  of  dates  and  mintmarks. 

1 892-0  MS-63.  Brilliant.  The  obverse  is  somewhat 
prooflike  in  the  fields.  The  reverse,  if  graded  sepa¬ 
rately,  would  be  even  higher.  A  marvelous  speci¬ 


men  of  this  low-mintage  date . 1,350 

1 892-0  AU-55 . 565 

1892-S  AU-50 . 595 

1893  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  attractive.  1,895 
1893  AU-55  (PCGS) . 399 


Gem  Proof  1894  Half  Dollar 


1894  Proof-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  frosty  de¬ 

vices.  A  beautiful  coin  recently  bought  by 
Gail  Watson.  Not  often  is  this  quality  en¬ 
countered!  . 3,450 

1894-S  MS-63,  prooflike.  A  splendid  coin.  1,650 

1894- S  EF-40  (PCGS) . 229 

1 895  MS-64.  Sharply  struck  with  lustrous  surfaces. 

A  very  attractive  example  of  this  popular  de¬ 
sign  type . 1 ,750 

1895  AU-58 . 469 

1895  AU-50.  Attractively  toned  in  rich  shades  of 
gold . 365 

1895- 0  AU-50,  prooflike.  Golden  gray  toning, 

somewhat  mottled  on  the  obverse . 475 


1896  MS-64.  A  beautiful  frosty  gem.  Ideal  for  a 


type  set  or  specialized  collection . 2,450 

1896-S  VF-25 . 235 


1897  Proof-64  (PCGS).  A  gem  that  is  every  bit  as 
nice,  if  not  nicer,  than  many  Proof-65  pieces 
we  have  seen,  but  priced  nearly  $  1 ,500  less.  This 
coin  offers  a  lot  of  value  for  the  money.  We  guar¬ 


antee  you’ll  agree!  . 1,695 

1897-0  F-15 . 385 

1897- 0  F-12 . 350 

1898  MS-63.  Attractive  satiny  surfaces . 595 

1898  AU-55 . 369 

1898  AU-50 . 349 

1898  VF-35.  Lightly  toned . 109 

1898- S  EF-45 . 275 

1899  AU-58 . 419 


1899-0  MS-63  (PCGS).  Slate  gray  toning  with 
blue,  violet,  and  gold  overtones.  A  splendid 
specimen  of  a  coin  that  is  very  rare  at  this  grade 


level . 1,145 

1899-0  EF-45 . 285 

1899- S  EF-45 . 240 

1900- 0  EF-45 . 285 

1900-0  EF-40 . 275 

1900-S  EF-45 . 250 

1901  MS-64.  Light  golden  peripheral  toning  en¬ 
hances  both  surfaces.  Brilliant  and  frosty.  A 

gorgeous  Barber  half  dollar! . 1,350 

1901  AU-50 . '....349 


Beautiful  Mint  State  1901-0 


1901-0  MS-63  (NGC).  Smooth  satiny  surfaces. 
A  briliant  and  very  beautiful  example,  one  with 
the  asthetic  value  one  might  expect  in  a  hand- 
selected  MS-64  coin.  A  highlight  from  among 
our  new  purchases,  and  certainly  a  highlight 


for  the  collection  of  its  next  owner . 3,750 

1901- 0  EF-45 . 350 

1902  AU-50 . 325 

1902- 0  AU-50 . 375 

1903- 0  EF-40 . 195 

1903- S  EF-45 . 259 

1904  AU-55 . 365 

1904- 0  AU-50.  Brilliant . 549 


1905  Proof-63.  Light  golden  brown  and  violet  iri¬ 
descence  complements  the  satiny  devices  and 
mirror  fields.  The  1905  is  virtually  unobtain¬ 
able  in  Mint  State,  thus  placing  an  extra  de¬ 
mand,  aura,  and  element  of  desirability  on  this 


lovely  Proof. . 945 

1905-0  AU-50 . 475 

1905- S  EF-40 . 215 

1 906  MS-62  (NGC).  Essentially  brilliant  with  just 

a  hint  of  gold . 600 

1906  MS-61  (NGC).  Frosty  and  lustrous  with  a 

whisper  of  toning . 495 

1906- D  AU-50.  Brilliant . 345 

1906-D  EF-45 . 175 

First  year  of  coinage  operations  at  the  Denver  Mint. 

1906-0  EF-45 . 199 

1906- S  EF-40 . 199 

1907  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 635 

1907- D  AU-55  (PCGS)  Brilliant . 375 

1907-D  EF-45 . 185 

1907-D  EF-40 . 140 

1907-S  AU-50 . 675 


1908-D  AU-50.  Pleasing  for  the  grade.  Struck  in 
the  third  year  of  Denver  Mint  operations.  325 
1908-0  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  frosty. 
Quite  scarce  in  this  combination  of  high  grade 
and  attractive  visual  appeal . 975 
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1908-0  EF-40 . 165 

1909  AU-55.  Brilliant . 345 

1910  MS-60.  Brilliant.  Rare  Philadelphia  Mint  is¬ 

sue.  Harder  to  find  in  Mint  State  than  in  Proof 
finish! . 625 

1910  EF-40.  Brilliant.  Rare  date . 310 

1911  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  frosty.  A  prize 

for  the  numismatist  who  desires  aesthetically 
appealing  pieces . 1,350 

191 1  AU-55  (PCGS).  Pale  golden  toning.  Nearly 
full  original  brilliance  and  frost . 350 

1912-D  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant.  A  splendid  speci¬ 
men . 1,395 

Really  nice  Barber  half  dollars  are  very  difficult  to  lo¬ 
cate  in  higher  grades.  The  present  coin  will  satisfy  the  most 
discriminating  buyer. 

1912-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 925 

1912-D  AU-55.  Light  gold  peripheral  toning.  350 

1912-D  AU-50 . 325 

1912-S  EF-40 . 175 

1913  MS-63  (PCGS).  Attractive  satiny  surfaces. 
A  gorgeous  example  of  this  highly  important 


date.  From  the  standpoint  of  business  strike 
Barber  half  dollars  from  the  Philadelphia  Mint, 
the  1913  in  Mint  State  is  an  awesome  rarity. 
And,  the  quality  of  this  piece  is  really  wonder¬ 


ful . 1,595 

191 3-D  AU-55 . 325 

1913-S  MS-63.  Brilliant.  Frosty  and  lustrous. 

Highly  important  variety.  . 1,275 

1913-S  EF-40 . 195 

191 5-D  AU-55 . 375 

191 5-S  AU-58 . 419 


Liberty  \Valkini>  Hall  Hollars 

These  beautiful  coins  are  always  in  demand,  and 
scarcely  a  day  goes  by  without  our  sending  a  few 
packages  of  sparkling  gems  to  our  clients.  If  you 
are  a  specialist  in  these — or  want  to  be — here  is 
your  opportunity. 

In  this  issue  we  offer  a  wide  variety  of  Liberty 
Walking  half  dollars  from  the  earliest  varieties  of 
1916  and  1917  through  the  end  of  the  series  in  the 


1 940s.  Along  the  way  are  many  scarce,  interesting, 
and  desirable  pieces,  all  hand  selected  for  their  qual¬ 
ity.  If  you  are  already  a  specialist  in  the  scries,  use 
this  listing  to  add  the  pieces  you  need.  If  you  are 
new  to  the  series  and  want  to  begin,  a  suggestion  is 
to  start  with  some  of  the  less  expensive  dates,  those 
in  the  1930s  and  1940s.  A  little  bit  of  money  will 
go  a  long  way  in  these  years,  and  today  in  1997 
many  choice  and  gem  Mint  State  coins  are  avail¬ 
able  for  truly  reasonable  prices. 

Advanced  specialist  or  beginning  collector — either 
way  we  know  you  11  like  our  quality  and  value. 

1916  MS-65  (NGC).  Sharply  struck  with  brilliant 

satiny  lustre . 1 ,495 

1 916-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  frosry.719 

1916-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 525 

1916-D  AU-50 . 195 

1917  MS-65  (NGC).  Lustrous  with  light  golden 

peripheral  toning . 895 

1917  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  light  ton¬ 
ing . 325 


Liberty  Walking  Half  Dollars 


Production  was  intermittent  from  1916 
through  1929,  after  which  there 
was  no  coinage  during  the  early 
years  of  the  Depression.  Begin¬ 
ning  in  1933,  coinage  resumed, 
and  continued  each  year 
through  1947  after  which  the 
Franklin  style  was  used. 

Today,  many  of  our  clients 
begin  their  collection  of  this  beau¬ 
tiful  Liberty  Walking  half  dollar  se¬ 
ries  by  putting  together  a  set  of  dates  and 
mints  from  1933  through  1947  inclu¬ 
sive.  There  are  no  great  rarities  in  this 
span,  although  several  dates  in  the 
1930s  can  be  termed  as  being 
elusive,  perhaps  none  more  than 
the  1938-D.  When  finished,  a 
set  from  the  1 930s  and  1 940s  makes 
a  truly  gorgeous  display.  After  then,  it  is 
but  a  logical  step  to  try  to  fill  in  some  of  the 
earlier  dates  as  budget  permits. 

We  have  just  purchased  a  small  group  of 
several  dozen  gem  brilliant  Uncirculated  (Mint 
State-65)  1945  Liberty  Walking  half  dollars. 
Each  has  been  certified  by  NGC,  and  each 
is  brilliant,  frosty,  and  very  attractive.  Limit 
one  per  client  for  $89  plus  $5  postage  and 
handling.  Order  early,  as  we  have  no  way  of 
readily  replacing  them  once  they  are  gone. 


Several  exciting  new  silver  coin  designs  first  ap¬ 
peared  in  1916.  As  of  that  time,  the  Liberty  Head  or 
“Barber”  dime,  quarter,  and  half  dollar — designed  by 
Charles  E.  Barber  in  1  892 — had  been  in  circulation  for 
a  long  time.  A  change  was  needed. 

From  the  private  sector  two  artists  were  employed. 
Adolph  A.  Weinman,  a  well-known  sculptor,  rede¬ 
signed  the  silver  dime  and  the  half dollar,  while  Hermon 
(his  first  name  is  spelled  in  an  unusual  way)  MacNeil 
created  a  new  quarter  dollar.  Today  we  will  discuss  the 
half  dollar. 


After  considering  several  variations,  Adolph  Weinman 
created  what  we  know  today  as  the  Liberty 
Walking  half  dollar.  Miss  Liberty  appears 
on  the  obverse,  full  length,  her  right 
hand  outstretched  against  a  star-spangled 
cape,  and  her  left  hand  holding  a  clus¬ 
ter  of  olive  leaves.  A  brilliant  sun  with 
resplendent  rays  is  seen  at  the  lower  left 
of  the  coin,  the  word  LIBERTY  is  at 
the  border,  and  the  motto  IN  GOD 
WE  TRUST  is  in  the  lower  right  field. 

On  the  reverse,  an  eagle  is  perched  on 
a  rocky  crag  from  which  springs  a  small 
bush  or  tree  of  pine. 

The  Liberty  Walking  half  dollar  was 
produced  for  circulation  from  the  three 
active  mints  at  the  time,  Philadelphia  (which 
used  no  mintmark),  Denver,  and  San  Francisco. 
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191“'  MS-62.  Brilliant. 


895 

795 


UNITED  STATES  SILVER  COINS 


135 


1917-D  Mintmark  on  obverse.  MS-64  (PCGS). 
If  you  like  golden  toning — and  who  doesn’t? — 
this  attractive  certified  piece  will  fill  the  bill 

exactly.  Quality,  this  is  it! . 2,150 

1917-D  Mintmark  on  obverse.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Pale 
champagne  iridescence  on  frosty  surfaces.  Very 

pleasing  from  an  aesthetic  perspective . 1,095 

1917-D  Mintmark  on  reverse.  MS-62  (ANACS). 

Brilliant  with  a  whisper  of  gold  toning. .  1,325 
1917-D  Mintmark  on  reverse.  MS-62  (PCGS). 
Brilliant.  A  splendid  specimen  of  this  scarce 

early  issue . 1 ,325 

1917-S  Mintmark  on  obverse.  AU-50  (ANACS). 
Traditionally  one  of  the  scarcest  issues  among 
Liberty  Walking  half  dollars.  Elusive  in  all 
grades,  especially  so  at  higher  levels  . 1,195 

1917- S  Mintmark  on  obverse.  AU-50  (NGC).  A 

pleasing  specimen  of  this  scarce  type.  A  key  to 
the  series . 1,195 

1918  MS-63  (PCGS).  Mostly  brilliant  with  a  hint 
of  toning.  Far  above  average  quality  for  this  date 
and  grade.  Cherrypicked  by  Mark  Borckardt, 
and  now  offered  for  sale . 1,165 

1918- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Another  new  purchase.  Not  often  do  we  have 
the  chance  to  acquire  one  of  this  grade  and  over¬ 
all  attractiveness . 1,895 


Incredible  Gem  1919  Half  Dollar 


1919  MS-66  (PCGS).  Frosty  white  and  sharply 
struck.  This  issue  is  a  rarity  in  any  Mint  State 
grade  and  virtually  unheard  of  in  this  superb 
grade.  A  dazzling  gem  the  connoisseur  will  find 
to  be  a  highlight  of  his  or  her  collection.  7,295 


Outstanding  MS-64  1919  50<f 


1919  MS-64  (PCGS).  Frosty  and  attractive.  Both 
surfaces  display  pale  champagne  iridescence. 
One  of  the  scarcest  Philadelphia  Mint  issues  at 
the  MS-64  level.  You’ll  like  this  coin!  ....3,650 

Brilliant  1919  Half  Dollar 


1919  MS-63  (NGC).  Sharply  struck  and  attrac¬ 
tive  with  satiny,  white  lustre.  One  of  the  key 
dates  in  the  series.  Another  new  purchase — of 
which  there  are  many  in  this  issue  (but  we  men¬ 
tion  just  a  few,  due  to  space  limitations).  This 
will  be  one  of  the  most  highly  prized  coins  in 
your  collection.  Quite  a  value,  in  our  opinion, 
for  just . 2,750 

Important  1919-D  Half  Dollar 


1919-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous 
with  a  whisper  of  gorgeous  light  golden  toning. 
A  winning  quality  example  of  one  of  the  key 
issues  in  the  series.  This  delightful  1919-D  of¬ 
fers  a  pleasing  mid-point  between  high  quality 
and  low  price.  Here  is  the  coin  you’ve  been  wait¬ 
ing  for! . 5,995 

1919-S  EF-45  (ANACS).  Some  original  mint  lus¬ 
tre  remains  in  the  protected  areas.  One  of  the 


Phone  Your  Order  in  Today! 

Many  of  our  pieces  are  one-of-a-kind. 

Order  early  for  the  best  selection. 

1-800-222-5993 


key  issues  in  the  series . 

1920  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant 


Lustrous  1920-S  Half  Dollar 


1920-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Very  lustrous  and  frosty 
with  attractive  light  toning.  Quite  hard  to  find 


this  nice! . 2,525 

1920-S  EF-40  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 195 


Sharp  Mint  State  1921  Rarity 


1921  MS-62.  Brilliant  with  a  whisper  of  toning. 
Exceptionally  well  struck.  Important  as  being 
far  and  away  the  rarest  Philadelphia  Mint  coin 
in  the  series.  A  very  “special”  half  dollar.3,450 

In  the  half  dollar  series  in  1921,  low  production  figures 
were  registered  at  all  three  mints — Philadelphia,  Denver  and 
San  Francisco.  In  this  year  of  economic  recession,  few  col¬ 
lectors  had  the  inclination  or  money  to  set  aside  quantities  of 
this  large  denomination.  Thus,  the  survival  of  a  Mint  State 
piece  such  as  the  coin  offered  here  is  stricdy  a  matter  of  chance. 

Key  1921-D  Half  Dollar 


1921-D  AU-50.  Brilliant  with  a  generous  quotient 
of  original  lustre  remaining.  The  key  issue 
among  all  Liberty  Walking  half  dollars.  2,750 


1921-D  EF-40  (PCGS).  Low-mintage  issue;  pe¬ 
rennially  in  demand . 2,150 
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Elusive  1921  -S  Half  Dollar 


Splendid  Gem  1929-D  50<T 


1921-S  EF-40  (PCGS).  Some  lustre  is  still  seen. 
Elusive  issue  in  any  and  all  grades;  rarest  of  the 
three  varieties  of  this  year,  although  it  does  not 
have  the  lowest  mintage . 4,650 

Sharp  1923-S  Half  Dollar 


1923-S  MS-64  (PC(jS).  Lustrous  and  brilliant, 
satiny  surfaces  and  with  an  extremely  sharp  strike. 
This  is  destined  for  a  high-grade  set  having  a 
nicer  appearance  than  most  MS-65  s  on  the 
market . 5,995 

Attractive  1923-S  Half  Dollar 


1923-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  golden  peripheral  ton¬ 
ing  around  brilliant,  frosty  surfaces.  This  is  an 
attractive  example  of  the  issue  with  a  typical  strike. 

Another  of  our  many  new  purchases . 3,895 

1927-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  Selected  by  us 
on  our  recent-buying  trip,  this  1 927-S  is  one  of 
the  finest  in  existence  at  this  grade  level.  A  great 
find  for  the  buyer  seeking  an  ideal  combination 
of  high  grade,  attractive  appearance,  and  rea¬ 


sonable  price . 1,950 

1927-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Golden  toning . 950 


The  Collector  is  King 

The  collector  is  king  at  Bowers  and 
Merena  Galleries — and  always  has  been — 
since  we  began  business  in  1 953.  If  you  are 
a  serious  numismatist,  let  Bowers  and 
Merena  Galleries  help  you  find  the  special 
pieces  you’ve  been  looking  for. 


1929-D  MS-65  (NGC).  A  splendid  coin,  quality  in 
every  aspect — sharply  struck  with  brilliant,  frosty 

surfaces.  Few  comparable  pieces  exist! . 2,325 

1929-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  lustrous  gem  that  of¬ 
fers  “much  coin  for  the  money”  at  the  MS-64 
level,  as  it  is  just  a  tad  below  the  quality  of  an 
MS-65.  And,  add  to  this  the  fact  that  it  is  a  far 
above  average  strike,  and  you  have  a  true  value 


for  only . 1 ,495 

1929-D  AU-55 . 195 


Remarkable  Gem  1929-S 


1929-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  brilliant,  lustrous  and 
sharply  struck  specimen  of  this  highly  desired  is¬ 
sue — certainly  one  of  the  finest  we  have  ever  seen. 

The  specialist  will  appreciate  this  one! . 2,795 

1929-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous 

with  a  whisper  of  golden  toning . 1,075 

1929-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  attractive 
with  beautiful  light  toning  around  the  bor¬ 
der . 695 


Marvelous  1933-S  Half  Dollar 


1933-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  brilliant,  sharp,  frosty 
gem.  From  an  aesthetic  viewpoint  this  is  one  of 
the  finest  1933-S  half  dollars  in  existence.  3,595 


1933- S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 995 

1934  MS-65.  Brilliant . 365 

1934  MS-64.  Brilliant . 109 

1934  MS-63.  Brilliant . 88 

1 934  AU-58.  Lightly  toned . 42 

1934- D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 825 

1934-D  MS-64.  Brilliant .  399 


1934-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  lustre  subdued 


by  pale  lilac  toning.  Very  attractive  overall.  399 


1934-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 239 

1934-D  AU-58 . 99 


Lustrous  Gem  1934-S  50C 


1934-S  MS-65  (NGC).  A  lustrous  gem  specimen 
of  a  variety  which  is  very  difficult  to  find  at 


this  level.  A  key  to  the  series . 2,995 

1934-S  MS-63.  A  lustrous,  attractive  specimen  of 

this  scarce  branch  mint  issue . 650 

1935  MS-65  Brilliant . 325 


If  you  are  assembling  a  collection  of  Liberty  Walking 
hall  dollars  by  date  and  mintmark  variety,  our  selection  in 
this  issue  will  at  once  offer  you  high  quality  and  value  and 
will  save  you  a  lot  of  time  shopping.  Call  Gail  Watson  right 
now,  and  before  you  know  it,  your  package  will  arrive  in  your 


mailbox  and  this  sparkling  gem  will  dazzle  you. 

1935-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 250 

1935- S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 695 

1936  MS-65.  Brilliant . 149 

1936  MS-63.  Brilliant . 56 

1936- D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 365 

1936-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 140 

1936-D  MS-63.  Brilliant.  We’ve  been  buying 

choice  Liberty  Walking  half  dollars  whenever 
and  wherever  we  can  find  them.  Order  one  coin, 

and  you’ll  surely  order  more! . 115 

1936-D  AU-58 . 52 

1936-S  MS-65  Brilliant . 465 

1936- S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 259 

1937  Proof-64  (NGC).  Brilliant,  beautiful  and,  in 

the  context  of  modern  Proofs,  rare . 735 

1937  Proof-63.  Brilliant . 625 

1937  MS-65  Brilliant . 210 

1937  MS-64.  Brilliant . 69 

1937- D  MS-65  Brilliant . 449 

1937-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Obverse  is  prooflike  and 

reverse  is  frosty.  . 449 

1937- S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 409 

1938  Proof-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 625 

1938  Proof-63.  Brilliant . 545 

1938  MS-63.  Brilliant . 105 

1938  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant . 90 

1938  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 90 

1938- D  MS-64.  A  brilliant,  splendid  specimen  of 

this  highly  prized  date . 599 

1938-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 519 


1938-D  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant,  with  frosty  de¬ 
vices  and  satiny  fields.  Only  49 1 ,600  examples 
were  coined;  the  lowest  mintage  figure  of  any 
U.S.  half  dollar  issue  subsequent  to  1921 . 46S 


1938-D  AU-55.  Brilliant . 308 

1938-D  AU-55  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 308 

1938-D  AU-50 . 265 

1938-D  AU-50  (ANACS) . 26S 

1938-D  EF-40 . 109 
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1939  Proof-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 550 

1939  MS-65.  Brilliant . 140 

1939  MS-63.  Brilliant . 52 

1939  AU-50 . 28 

1939-D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 140 

1939-D  AU-50 . 30 

1939- S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 235 

1940  Proof-64.  Brilliant . 425 

1940  MS-65.  Brilliant . 129 

1940- S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 379 

1 9-t  1  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Variety  with  “AW"  mono¬ 
gram  (for  Adolph  Weinman)  on  the  reverse; 
scarce,  as  most  Proof  1 94 1  halves  lack  the  ini¬ 
tials.  Brilliant  gem . 625 

1941  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 359 

1941  Proot-64.  Brilliant . 359 

1941  MS-65.  Brilliant . 95 

1941  MS-64.  Brilliant . 52 

1941  MS-63.  Brilliant . 38 

1941  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 32 

1941  MS-60  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 27 

1941- D  MS-65.  Brilliant.  Make  Bowers  and  Mer- 

ena  your  headquarters  when  you  build  a  Mint 
State  set  of  Liberty  Walking  halt  dollars.  You’ll 
really  like  our  quality! . 1 1 5 

1941-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 45 

1941-D  AU-58 . 30 

1941-D  AU-55 . 28 

1941-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 189 

1941-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 105 

1941-S  MS-62.  Brilliant . 79 

1941-S  MS-60.  Brilliant . 69 

1941-S  AU-55.  Brilliant . 38 

1941-S  AU-50.  Brilliant . 33 

1942  MS-65.  Brilliant . 95 


The  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  inventory  of  Liberty 
Walking  half  dollars  is  unsurpassed  in  quality  by  any  other. 
When  Dave  Bowers,  Mark  Borckardt,  and  Ray  Merena  buy 
for  our  stock,  they  are  very  “fussy,”  often  bypassing  several 
coins  to  buy  just  one  that  pleases  our  discriminating  eye.  If 
you  are  building  a  high-quality  collection  of  these  beautiful 
coins,  please  review  our  selection  carefully. 


1942  MS-64.  Brilliant . 45 

1942  MS-63.  Brilliant . 38 

1942  AU-58.  Brilliant . 23 

1942  AU-55 . 19 

1942-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 92 

1942-D  MS-62.  Brilliant . 50 

1942-D  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 50 

1942-D  AU-50 . 25 

1942-S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 465 

1942-S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 76 

1942-S  MS-62.  Brilliant . 39 

1942-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1942- S  AU-58.  Brilliant . 29 

1943  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 129 

1943  MS-65.  Brilliant . 95 

1943  MS-64.  Brilliant . 45 

1943  MS-63.  Brilliant . 38 

1943  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 37 

1943  MS-61.  Brilliant . 35 

1943  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 35 

1943  AU-58.  Brilliant . 19 

1  M3  AU-55 . 15 

1943- D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 245 

1943-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 90 
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1943-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 66 

1943-D  MS-62.  Brilliant . 55 

1943-D  MS-60.  Brilliant . 53 

1943-D  AU-50 . 27 

1943-S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 465 

1943- S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 45 

1944  MS-65.  Brilliant . 1 10 

1944  MS-62.  Brilliant . 32 

1944- D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 273 

1944-D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 110 

1944-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 64 

1944-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 45 

1944-D  AU-50 . 26 

1944-S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 550 

1944-S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 41 

1944-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1944-S  MS-61  (PCGS) . 38 

1944- S  AU-50.  Brilliant . 25 

1945  MS-65.  Brilliant . 97 

1945  MS-64.  Brilliant . 45 

1945  MS-63.  Brilliant . 35 

1945  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 31 

1945  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 29 

1945- D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 97 

1945-D  MS-62.  Brilliant . 35 

1945-S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 140 

1945- S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 38 

1946  MS-65.  Brilliant . 139 

1946  MS-65  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 139 

1946  MS-63.  Brilliant . 38 

1946- D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 95 

1946-D  MS-63.  Brilliant.  Roll  of  20  for . 725 

1946- S  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 294 

1947  MS-65-  Brilliant . 169 

1947  MS-63.  Brilliant . 38 

1947  MS-62.  Brilliant . 35 

1947  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 35 

1947- D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 110 

1947-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 35 


Liberty  Walking 
Hall  Dollars 


In  this  “grid”  section  we  offer  coins  certified  by 
PCGS  and  NGC  in  grades  of  MS-63,  MS-64,  and 
MS-65  (other  grades  and  coins  are  listed  earlier, 
separately).  These  are  high-quality  coins,  hand- 
selected  by  Dave  Bowers,  Mark  Borckardt,  and 
Ray  Merena  to  be  of  Premium  Quality,  and  are 
brilliant  or  with  attractive,  light,  natural  toning. 
Smart  collectors  everywhere — and  dealers  buying 
for  their  clients — make  Bowers  and  Merena  their 
headquarters  for  Liberty  Walking  halves.  Let  us 
help  YOU  with  YOUR  collection.  Now  is  the  time 
to  start  or  add  to  your  collection  of  this,  one  of 
the  most  beautiful  of  all  American  coin  designs. 


VARIETY 

MS-63 

MS-64 

MS-65 

1934 

$88 

$365 

1934-D 

239 

$399 

825 

1934-S 

650 

1330 

2995 

1935 

60 

84 

325 

1935-D 

250 

325 

1150 

1935-S 

695 

1936 

149 

1936-D 

140 

365 

1936-S 

189 

259 

465 

1937 

53 

69 

1937-D 

449 

1937-S 

185 

250 

409 

1938 

105 

140 

325 

1938-D 

519 

599 

910 

1939 

64 

140 

1939-D 

50 

66 

140 

1939-S 

235 

1940 

35 

49 

129 

1940-S 

76 

379 

1941 

38 

52 

95 

1941-D 

45 

64 

115 

1941-S 

105 

189 

1350 

1942 

38 

45 

95 

1942-D 

92 

160 

1942-S 

45 

76 

465 

1943 

38 

45 

95 

1943-D 

66 

90 

140 

1943-S 

45 

74 

465 

1944 

35 

45 

110 

1944-D 

45 

64 

110 

1944-S 

41 

66 

550 

1945 

35 

45 

97 

1945-D 

45 

97 

1945-S 

38 

45 

140 

1946 

45 

139 

1946-D 

38 

45 

95 

1946-S 

45 

1947 

38 

45 

169 

1947-D 

35 

48 

110 

Franklin  Hall  Hollars 

We  offer  a  comprehensive  selection  of  1 948- 1 963 
Franklin  half  dollars  including  many  beautiful  Mint 
State  and  Proof  specimens.  Use  our  listing  to  start 
a  collection  or  to  add  to  one  you  already  have.  You'll 


like  our  quality! 

1948  MS-64.  Brilliant . 32 

1948  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 32 

1948  MS-63.  Brilliant . 22 

1948-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 14 

1949  MS-63.  Brilliant . 39 


1949-D  MS-63.  Brilliant.  We  have  bought  a 
large  number  of  high-quality  Franklin  half 
dollars  recently,  with  the  result  that  this  list¬ 
ing  is  one  of  the  most  comprehensive  we’ve 
ever  offered .  45 
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A  Personal  Invitation. . . 


If  you  enjoy  coin  collecting,  you’ll  really  love  our 

Collection 

Portfolio 


Gail  Watson,  your  personal  ac¬ 
count  representative,  is  only 
seconds  away  by  toll-free  call, 
and  will  give  you  first  pick  of 
really  beautiful  coins  at  prices 
you’ll  find  to  be  great  values. 


Dave  Bowers  keeps  busy  be¬ 
hind  the  scenes  in  our  Collec¬ 
tion  Portfolio  Program,  help¬ 
ing  track  down  choice  and 
rare  coins  you’ll  enjoy  owning. 


Here's  how  our 

Collection  Portfolio  Program  works: 


Here  is  what 

you  will  receive  each  month: 


Each  month  (or  other  interval  of  your  liking)  a  package  of  choice, 
rare,  and  interesting  coins  will  arrive  in  your  mailbox!  Each  coin  will  be 
carefully  hand-picked  for  its  eye  appeal  and  quality,  and  priced  to  be  a 
good  value.  We  guarantee  it! 

You  pick  the  series  you  like  best:  Morgan  silver  dollars,  U.S.  gold 
coins,  Indian  cents,  commemorative  half  dollars  of  the  classic  1892- 
1954  years,  Liberty  Walking  half  dollars — you  name  it.  You  let  us  know 
the  grades  you  prefer.  If  you  want  only  PCGS  coins,  or  NGC  coins,  or 
“raw’’  coins,  you  let  us  know  and  we  will  comply.  In  any  instance,  we 
will  review  certified  coins,  which  can  and  do  vary  widely  in  quality, 
and  pick  only  the  pieces  we  would  like  to  have  for  our  collection. 


Month  by  month,  your  collection  will  grow.  You  and  your  family 
will  enjoy  your  coins  and  will  be  proud  to  own,  study,  and  display  them. 

And,  here’s  an  additional  “beauty”  part:  Each  coin  will  be  invoiced  at 
a  special  4%  discount  from  our  regular  list  price! 

And,  that’s  not  all.  In  addition  to  quality  coins  and  personal  service 
and  attention,  you’ll  receive  our  periodical  publications,  the  Rare  Com 
Review  and  The  Coin  Collector  free  of  charge.  And,  every  once  in  a  while 
you’ll  receive  special  offers  that  are  not  publicly  advertised. 

Here  is  how  to  join: 


Gail  Watson  will  personally  make  each  selection  for  you,  keeping 
track  of  coins  you  already  have.  She  will  carefully  review  and  cherrypick 
all  new  purchases,  selecting  the  finest  examples  for  your  collection.  Cur¬ 
rent  CPP  members  agree  that  personal  service,  quality  of  coins  acquired, 
and  flexibility  are  the  greatest  attributes  of  our  Collection  Portfolio 
Program.  Just  look  at  what  CPP  member  A.Q.  has  to  say: 


Dear  Dave, 

Thank  you  for  helping  me  realize  a  dream  since  childhood.  1  have 
always  wanted  a  complete  Mint  State  Flying  Eagle  and  Indian  Head 
cent  set.  Now,  thanks  to  you  and  your  excellent  staff,  this  dream  has 
become  a  reality.  I  could  not  have  done  it  without  your  Collection  Port¬ 
folio  Program. 

As  the  months  went  and  years  passed,  1  experienced  such  pleasure 
seeing  this  beautifully  matched  set  come  together.  The  CPP  plan  makes 
the  impossible  possible  for  those  of  us  on  a  limited  budget.  " 


Thank  you,  A.Q.,  for  such  kind  words.  And,  to  all  prospective  CPP 
members,  we  guarantee  to  please  you  in  the  same  fashion! 


Telephone  Gail  Watson  at  1-800-222-5993,  credit  card  in  hand.  Let 
Gail  know  your  collecting  interests,  the  amount  you  would  like  to  spend 
each  month  (minimum:  $100),  and  the  grades  you  would  like.  Your  first 
shipment  will  be  in  your  mailbox  before  you  know  it! 

Flexibility  is  our  middle  name.  Feel  free  to  change  the  grade  you 
desire,  your  monthly  payment,  the  series  you  collect,  and  you  are  under 
no  obligation  to  continue  the  program.  If  you  are  like  most  of  our  cli¬ 
ents,  you'll  be  a  “happy  camper”  for  a  long  time. 

Coin  collecting  is  a  really  great  hobby.  As  a  member  of  our  Collec¬ 
tion  Portfolio  Program  you’ll  really  have  a  great  time!  We  look  forward 
to  having  you  with  us. 


Thank  you  so  much. 


Dave  Bowers 


Gail  Watson 


1949- S  MS-63.  Brilliant . 65 

1950  Proot-65.  Brilliant.  First  Proof  issue  in  the 

Franklin  series,  and  the  one  with  the  lowest 

mintage . 289 

1950  Prool-64.  Brilliant . 259 

1950  Proof-64  (NGC).  Brilliant . 259 

1950  MS-63.  Brilliant . 35 

1950- D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 42 

1950-D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 29 

1950- D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 29 

1951  Prool-66.  Brilliant . 345 

1951  Prool-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 345 

1951  Prool-65-  Brilliant . 215 

1951  MS-63.  Brilliant . 14 

195 1- S  MS-65  (NGC).  Golden  toning . 59 

1951- S  MS-64.  Brilliant . 35 

1952  Proof-64.  Brilliant . 105 

1952  MS-63.  Brilliant . 14 

1952- D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 29 

1953  Prool-65.  Brilliant . 75 

1953  MS-64.  Brilliant . 36 

1953  MS-63.  Brilliant . 23 

1953- D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 22 

1953- D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 12 

1954  MS-64.  Brilliant . 28 

1954- D  MS-65.  Brilliant . 135 

1954-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 24 

1954-S  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant . 215 

1954-S  MS-65.  Brilliant . 49 

1955  Proof-65.  Brilliant . 59 

1955  MS-64.  Brilliant . 24 

1956  Proof-65.  Brilliant . 16 

1956  MS-64.  Brilliant . 19 

1956  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant . 19 

1957  Proof-65.  Brilliant . 14 

1957  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 39 

1957  MS-63.  Brilliant . 12 

1958  Proof-65.  Brilliant . 14 

1958  MS-64.  Brilliant . 14 

1958- D  MS-63.  Brilliant . 12 

1959  Proof-65.  Brilliant . 14 

1959  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 99 

1959- D  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 109 

1959-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 26 

1960  Proof-65.  Brilliant . 12 

1961  Proof-66.  Brilliant . 19 

1961  Proof-64.  Brilliant . 12 

1961  MS-65.  Brilliant . 195 

1961  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 195 

1961  MS-64.  Brilliant . 23 

1962-D  MS-64.  Brilliant . 32 

1962-D  MS-64  (Hallmark).  Brilliant . 32 

1963  Proof-66.  Brilliant . 19 

1963  Proof-65.  Brilliant . 14 

1963  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant . 14 

1963  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant . 84 

1963  MS-64.  Brilliant . 20 


Guaranteed  Authenticity 

When  you  place  an  order  with  Bowers 
and  Merena,  you  never  have  to  worry  ifa  coin 
is  authentic.  We  unconditionally  guarantee 
forever  that  every  item  we  sell  is  authentic! 


Brian  E.  Keefe  Writes 

“Dear  Mr.  Bowers:  mention  grades  of  AU-UNC as  you  quote  in 

“I  was  quite  thrilled  to  see  that  you  had  the  Eliasberg  catalogue.  I  even  went  so  far  as  to 

referenced  my  article  on  “Finding  the  Elusive  describe  what  I  felt  true  Mint  State  was,  be- 

O  Mint  Quarters  (1840-1891)”  from  the  cause  during  that  era  sliders  and  problem  coins 

March  1984  issue  of  the  Gobrecht  Journal  in  were  routinely  called  choice  Uncirculated, 

your  April  sale  of  Eliasberg  Collection.  It  has  “Using  my  description  from  the  article  it’s 
been  quite  some  time  since  I  reflected  on  still  pretty  clear  that  even  today  a  full  Mint 

those  times  in  the  1980s  before  certification  State  coin  is  probably  at  least  MS-63.  Abso- 


came  along  and  changed  everything 
My  research  was  quite  mod 
est  and  with  the  usual  touch 
ofsubjectivity.  It’s  funny 
that  the  coins  were  so 
rare  that  I  was  able  to 
find  only  a  few  speci¬ 
mens  to  buy  over  10 
years!  I  missed  out  on 
many  opportunities  in 
type  coins  to  track  these 
rare  dates.  But  to  see  my 
name  referenced  in  the  pre¬ 
mier  collection  of  all  time  is  re¬ 
ally  quite  unbelievable.  Who  says 
good  things  can’t  happen  to  the 
little  guy! 

“Even  with  the  event  of  slab¬ 
bing  I  feel  that  my  comments 
have  stood  the  test  of  time.  My 
statement  that  probably  no  more 
than  20  gem  Mint  State  New  Or¬ 
leans  Liberty  Seated  quarters  exist 
is  very  close  to  the  truth  even  today 


lutely  no  rubbing  was  allowed.  I’ve  seen 
many  rare  seated  quarters  in  MS-63 
and  64  holders  that  had  signifi¬ 
cant  rubbing  on  the  knees  and 
eagle.  In  1984  I  really  consid¬ 
ered  all  lesser  grades  of  Uncir¬ 
culated  to  be  highly  suspect.  I 
feel  the  same  way  today  about 
the  60-62  grades.  For  most  of 
the  New  Orleans  dates  in  the 
series  there  are  still  no  more 
than  five  fully  Mint  State 
coins  accounted  for. 
The  grading  services 


lo  over 


grade 


at 


JW 

times  and  there  are 

J 

r 

j  resubmissions  of 

aii 

1  many  coins. 

fetiM 

“I  was  not 

aware  of  the 

Eliasberg  coins  when 
I  wrote  my  article. 
Because  he  had  the  op¬ 
portunity  to  acquire 

Even  including  the  14  years  since  1891-0  Eliasbei'g  quarter  some  significant  col- 
the  article  was  written,  I  still  am  not  lections  (like  John  M. 


aware  of  more  than  a  dozen  truly  gem  O 
mints.  However,  taking  Eliasberg  into  ac¬ 
count  I  can  see  that  the  number  is  going  to 
jump  to  the  20  level! 

“Several  of  the  coins  that  I  personally  ac¬ 
quired  now  reside  in  MS-65  holders.  Yet  even 
when  I  bought  them  in  the  80s,  I  felt  they  were 
choice  but  not  gem.  In  fact  most  of  them 
needed  multiple  trips  to  PCGS  and  NGC  to 
become  65!  These  were  lovely  coins  and  finest 
knowns  (before  Eliasberg)  but  were  decidedly 
not  true  gems.  Truly  MS-65  coins  should 
grade  at  least  65  or  higher  on  each  submission, 
or  at  least  the  great  majority  of  the  time. 

“The  main  purpose  of  my  letter  was  to 
point  out  that  my  article  was  in  fact  misinter¬ 
preted  by  your  staff  [editorial  note:  actually  by 
me,  QDB,  not  our  staff].  If  you’ll  recheck  the 
March  1984  article  you  will  see  that  I  only 
discuss  fully  Mint  State  coins.  Nowhere  do  I 


Clapp’s)  he  skimmed  off  the  best  of  the  rare 
dates.  Many  of  these  were  possibly  saved  near 
time  of  issue  by  farsighted  individuals.  Out¬ 
side  of  these  old  time  sources,  no  other  speci¬ 
mens  in  top  grade  survived.  Eliasberg  had  a 
rare  opportunity  presented  to  him  and  he 
took  advantage  of  it. 

“I  look  forward  to  participating  in  this 
historic  sale.  After  reading  the  catalogue  I  am 
truly  astonished  at  the  number  of  outstanding 
specimens.  The  collections  of  Reed  Hawn,  the 
Norweb  family,  and  James  A.  Stack  had  noth¬ 
inglike  this.  It’s  really  going  to  be  a  shoot-out! 
This  is  truly  the  once-in-a-lifetime  opportu¬ 
nity  for  Liberty  Seated  quarters.  There  are  no 
second  chances  after  this  sale.  I’m  already  late 
in  getting  my  paperwork  to  Don  Snyder,  your 
chief  financial  officer. 

“Sincerely,” 

— Brian  E.  Keefe 


Page  64 
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An  Important  Sale 
of  Proofs  and  Books 


that  they  walked  off  with  it!  Faxing  I  )avc  and 
Ray  about  the  lost  catalogue  on  Monday,  I 
(John  Wilson)  soon  received  a  replacement. 


Bowers  and  Merena  in  Baltimore 

by  John  and  Nancy  Wilson,  NLG 


The  following  article ,  here  abridged  and  edited ,  was  written 
y^r  The  Bank  Note  Reporter.  The  Wilsons,  of  Milwaukee,  have 
been  familiar  faces  on  the  numismatic  scene  and  fiends  of  our 
firm  for  a  long  time. 

Checking  the  Catalogue 

We  received  our  copy  of  the  Bowers  and  Merena  sale  catalogue 
featuring  the  collections  of  Herman  Halpern  and  Gerald  O. 
Warner  to  be  held  in  conjunction  with  the  Suburban  Baltimore/ 
Washington  Coin  Show  in  Baltimore  in  March.  The  first  thing  we 
noticed  was  the  colorful  cover  depicting  a  rare  $  1 00  proof  Interest- 
Bearing  Note  and  a  $2  Lazy  Deuce  note  from  the  Moniteau 
National  Bank  located  in  the  town  of  Cali¬ 
fornia,  Missouri.  Some  scarce  United  States 
coins  along  with  a  rare  British  gold  £5  Una 
and  the  Lion  were  also  on  the  cover. 

Opening  the  191 -page  sale  catalogue, 
we  went  quickly  to  the  paper  money  sec¬ 
tion,  hoping  it  would  contain  a  few  ex¬ 
amples  that  we  needed  lor  our  collection. 

Quickly  going  over  the  21  pages  of  paper 
money,  we  were  amazed  with  the  many 
great  rarities  of  U.S.  federal  notes  that  the 
sale  contained.  Also  of  importance  in  the 
sale  was  an  excellent  run  of  obsolete 
proofs  from  the  U.S.  and  Canada.  Fi¬ 
nally,  this  sale  had  a  significant  amount 
of  Treasury  Department  presentation 
books  (containing  portraits  and  vi¬ 
gnettes)  and  a  nice  selection  of  U.S. 
coins  and  other  miscellaneous  items. 

With  the  just-received  Bowers  and 
Merena  catalogue  along  for  the  ride,  we 
then  went  to  the  paper  money  show  in 
Chicago  the  next  day.  At  the  event  we  chatted  with  well-known 
paper  money  expert  Roger  Durand,  who  had  studied  the 
forthcoming  Bowers  and  Merenaofferingin  detail.  We  couldn’t 
wait  to  get  home  on  Sunday  to  check  our  reference  library 
against  the  listings.  Almost  acting  as  ambassadors  for  Dave 
Bowers  and  Ray  Merena,  we  passed  their  catalogue  around  the 
Chicago  paper  money  show.  Many  collectors  and  dealers  who 
hadn’t  yet  seen  the  catalogue  were  impressed  at  the  quality  of 
notes  and  books  that  were  in  the  sale.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  our 
copy  of  the  catalogue  must  have  impressed  someone  so  much 


A  Trip  to  Baltimore 

1  immediately  went  to  work  analyzing  the 
sale  contents.  Needless  to  say,  I  was  definitely 
interested  in  a  few  lots  contained  in  the  Bowers 
and  Merena  sale,  especially  Lot  1059,  which 
contained  a  $5  obsolete  proof  note  from  the 
Saint  Nicholas  Bank  in  New  York.  T  his  SENC 
(Surviving  Examples  Not  Confirmed)  note 
contains  a  vignette  of  Santa,  in  a  sleigh,  being 
pulled  by  reindeer.  With  a  depleted  coin  bud¬ 
get,  I  somehow  convinced  Nancy  that  1  or  both 
of  us  should  go  to  the  show  and  auction.  1  had 
Nancy  start  checking  costs  of  flying  out  of 
Milwaukee  to  Baltimore  and  found  out  they  were  very  high. 
Nancy  was  against  driving  to  Baltimore  and  1  agreed.  A  week  and 
a  half  before  the  show  1  called  a  coin  dealer  that  lives  in  our  area. 
He  told  me  that  he  had  a  rate  of  $  1 30,  via  Southwest  Airlines  out 
of  Midway  Airport  in  Chicago,  and  he  would  be  pleased  to  share 
costs  and  a  room  with  me.  Nancy  gave  me  her  blessing  and  let  me 
go  to  the  Bowers  and  Merena  sale  and  the  accompanying  show. 

Leaving  on  Thursday  morning,  we  arrived  early  that  after¬ 
noon  at  the  beautiful  Baltimore  Convention  Center  and  the  coin 
show.  This  was  dealer  set-up  day  and  the  bourse  appeared  to  be 
busy.  I  started  passing  out  coin  show  information  for  the 
upcoming  Central  States  show  in  Indianapolis  and  the  Krause 

Publication  Mid  America  Show  in  Mil¬ 
waukee,  June  27-29,  1997  (the 
45th  anniversary  of  the  firm 
founded  by  Chet  Krause  in  1952). 

The  auction  drew  a  large  crowd, 
and  the  lot  viewing  area  was  ex¬ 
tremely  busy  all  day.  As  it  turned  out, 

I  never  did  get  a  chance  to  look  at  the 
lots  on  Thursday.  I  noticed  several 
familiar  faces  from  past  important 
sales  looking  at  the  paper  lots.  On 
F riday  1  arrived  a  little  bit  after  the  door 
opened  for  dealers,  and  once  again  all 
40  chairs  were  taken  in  the  viewing 
area.  I  immediately  placed  my  name  on 
the  waiting  list  and  found  out  1 0  names 
were  in  front  of  me.  I  waited  and  luckily 
the  people  whose  names  were  in  front  of 
me  were  not  present,  and  1  was  seated 
rather  quickly.  When  the  doors  opened 
at  1 0:00  AM  for  the  publ  ic,  many  rushed 
over  and  placed  their  names  on  the 
crowded  list.  The  session  for  paper  was  taking  place  at  1:00  PM 
Friday,  so  I  quickly  started  looking  at  lots.  Needless  to  say,  the  sale 
contained  a  very  important  consignment  of  paper  money  that  was, 
according  to  the  catalogue,  “Nearly  all  from  a  holding  that  was 
gathered  years  ago  and  will  be  new  to  the  present  generation  of 
bidders.”  The  collection  was  catalogued  by  Gene  Hessler,  who  is  the 
editor  of  the  Society  of  Paper  Money  Collector's  bi-monthly 
magazine  Paper  Money.  Certain  historical  notes  were  added  by  Dave 
Bowers.  It  was  truly  a  pleasure  holding  and  viewing  the  notes,  some 
of  which  were  excessively  rare  and  possibly  unique. 
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Lots  of  Action! 

1  he  paper  money  part  of  the  sale  commenced  at  1:00  p.m.  at  the 
Marriott  Inner  Harbor  Hotel ,  with  about  35  collectors  and  dealers  in  the 
room.  The  auctioneer,  John  S.  Babalis,  welcomed  everyone  to  the  sale, 
introduced  Laurel  Morrill  and  Jenniler  Meers  who  were  seated  next  to 
him  and  laid  down  the  ground  rules  lor  the  sale.  The  Lazy  Deuce  on  the 
cover  was  Lot  1005  and  opened  at  $4,000  and  sold  to  a  mail  bidder  for 
$4,400.  With  $3,620  extant  on  the  bank  in  1935,  the  recently  released 
third  Don  Kelly  book  on  Nationals  valued  the  note  at  $2,250.  The  next 
23  lots  consisted  ol  all  outstanding  federal  proot  and  specimen  notes. 

Lot  1008  was  believed  to  be  a  unique  sheet  of  three  $5,  Philadelphia 
Friedberg-5  Demand  Notes.  We  cannot  ever  recall  another  sheet  being 
lor  sale,  so  it  probably  was  unique.  It  sold  to  a  major  dealer  for  $4,200. 
Lot  1012,  the  very  elusive  $20  St.  Louis  Demand  Note  (only  one  other 
known),  opened  at  $  1 ,600  and  was  bid  all  the  way  up  to  $  1 1 ,000.  Lot 
1013,  a  $500  Legal  Tender  Note,  Type  ol  F-183  (only  two  circulating 
examples  of  the  1862  $500  are  known),  followed  and  sold  lor  $3,800 
after  opening  at  $1,800.  The  following  lot  described  as  extraordinary 
was  a  $1,000,  Type  of  F-186  Legal  Tender  Note.  With  no 
circulating  notes  known,  this  great  item 
opened  at  $2,400  and  sold  for  $4,200. 

Only  one  other  proof  is  known  and 
that  was  from  the  Albert  A.  Grinnell 
Collection  sale. 

Very  surprisingly  Lot  1015,  a  $10 
IBN  Plate  B,  Type  of  F- 196,  opened  at 
$  1 ,200  and  sold  for  $3,600,  far  and  away 
a  record.  Lot  1016,  a  $50  IBN,  Type  of 
F-19  (nine  known),  sold  for  $4,500,  after  opening  at 
$  1 ,000,  far  eclipsing  recent  offerings  of  two  similar  notes. 

Lot  1018,  a  rare  $100  IBN,  Type  of  F-199  (Plate  B)  and 
back  (mounted  as  a  complete  note),  sold  for  $3,400.  The 
next  two  lots  contained  $50  IBNs  of  Type  of  F-203  (the 
second  with  three  coupons  attached).  The  first  sold  for 
$2,600  and  the  second  for  $4,200.  Lot  1021  was  a  highlight 
of  the  sale,  a  rare  $500  IBN  Type  of  F-205  (Plate  A)  which 
opened  at  $  1 ,800  and  sold  lor  $  1 0,000,  shading  the  offering 
elsewhere  two  years  ago  of  a  similar  example  at  $4,950. 

Lot  1022  in  the  Bowers  and  Merena  sale,  a  rare  $50  IBN 
Plate  C  (one  other  Plate  C  known),  Type  of  F-207,  sold  for 
$3,400.  An  important  $  1 ,000  IBN  Plate  A  (one  other  Plate  A 
is  known  along  with  two  sheets  with  Plate  letters  A,  B,  and  C),  Type  of 
F-210,  was  in  Lot  1023.  Opening  at  $2,000  it  sold  for  $7,500.  An 
exceedingly  important  $5,000  IBN  Type  of  F-2 1  1  was  Lot  1 024.  With 
all  the  circulating  notes  redeemed,  only  three  proofs  are  known  of  this 
rare  type.  Opening  at  $2,200,  it  sold  for  $  1 0,000.  Lot  1 027  was  a  $  1 ,000 
HX80  (Hessler  reference)  Two-Year  Note  Irom  1847  and  after  opening 
at  $  1 ,200,  sold  for  $5,000.  The  next  lot  was  an  important  $  1 00,  believed 
to  be  unique,  specimen  of  HX121A  Plate  B,  Act  of  December  23,  1857 
One-Year  note,  Plate  A,  along  with  the  back.  Opening  at  $  1 ,600  it  sold 
for  $7,500.  Though  other  face  proofs  are  known,  this  is  said  to  be  the  only 
complete  note  with  face  and  back.  Lot  1029,  a  $1,000  HX121C,  Act  of 
December  23,  1  857  One-Year  note  (three  known),  opened  at  $2,000  and 
sold  for  $5,000.  Lot  1030,  a  $10,000  proof  HX134E  Temporary  Loan 
of  1  862  sold  for  $4,800. 

Next  came  54  lots  comprising  1  89  obsolete  proof  notes.  Dave  Bowers 
had  mentioned  in  the  catalogue  that  the  notes  came  from  an  old-time 
collection.  When  I  viewed  the  lots,  I  was  extremely  impressed  with  the 


many  beautiful  color  and  multi-colored  notes  and  sheets  that  were  being 
offered.  The  majority  of  material  was  also  in  a  high  state  of  preservation. 
Many  of  the  notes  in  this  offering  had  the  American  Bank  Note  Co. 
imprint.  The  majority  were  from  eastern  cities,  though  other  areas  of  the 
country  were  represented.  1  was  surprised  that  the  majority  of  lots 
contained  notes  that  were  SENC  (Surviving  Examples  Not  Confirmed), 
no  doubt  because  the  notes  had  been  off  the  market  for  a  long  time  and 
had  not  been  studied  by  modern  writers. 

Lot  1048  contained  a  $3  (probably  unique)  and  $5  Bank  of  the 
Capital,  Lansing,  Michigan,  MI-230  (ABNCo)  partial  sheet,  which  was 
bid  up  to  $2,300.  Lot  1 049  was  a  $2  Bank  of  St.  Paul,  Minnesota  MN- 
1 53  note  at  $2,500. 

Yes,  There  Is  a  Santa  Claus! 

The  opportunity  of  prime  interest  to  me  was  Lot  1059,  an  exciting 
offering  of  10  notes.  The  last  and  best  note  from  my  viewpoint  was  the 
$5  Saint  Nicholas  Bank,  New  York  (NY- 1900,  Type  of  G-8),  a  lovely 

black  and  white  proof  note  with  Santa  in  a 
sled  being  pulled  by  reindeer,  quite  possi¬ 
bly  a  unique  representation.  The  lot  sold 
to  me  for  $4,200,  with  a  midwestern 
dealer  as  the  underbidder.  Now,  thanks 
to  this  winning  bid,  Nancy  and  I  have  a 
type  set  of  Santa  Claus  notes  and  the 
proofs  that  go  with  them. 

A  wonderful  Philadelphia 
Bank  (PA-485)  partial  sheet  of 
$5,000  and  $10,000  was  con¬ 
tained  in  Lot  1075.  Openingat 
$900,  it  sold  for  $2,100  to  a 
happy  floor  bidder.  This  was 
completely  unlisted.  I  wish 
we  had  the  extra  funds  to 
purchase  such  an  exquisite 
sheet.  From  all  appearances, 
it  appeared  that  collectors 
and  dealers  split  this  mag¬ 
nificent  offering  of  obsolete 
proof  notes.  The  five  proof 
lots  of  Bank  of  the  U.S.  of¬ 
ferings  featured  in  Lot  1083 
a  $5  Bank  of  the  U.S.  Third  Bank  (US-3)  partial  sheet  of  three  notes. 
This  unlisted  item  in  Haxby  opened  at  $235  and  sold  to  us  for  $  1 ,300. 
Rounding  out  the  sale,  55  lots  of  Canadian  currency  did  very  well,  after 
which  world  currency  attracted  many  high  bids.  Specimen  and  vignette 
books,  counterfeit  detectors,  and  other  interesting  items  created  atten¬ 
tion  as  well. 

So  ended  another  excellent  sale  of  banknotes  and  books.  It  appeared 
that  the  collectors  and  dealers  in  attendance  were  happy  with  the  sale. 
Some  overspent  and  some  underspent  for  material  they  needed  either 
for  their  collections  or  for  resale.  One  Eastern  dealer-collector  added  six 
new  notes  to  his  collection.  We  were  able  to  complete  our  Santa  type 
set,  which  made  us  very  happy.  Congratulations  to  Bowers  and  Merena 
for  a  well  illustrated  and  described  sale.  Thanks  to  Gene  Hessler  for  his 
work  in  cataloguing  the  federal  notes.  Until  the  next  important  sale  or 
story  we  remain, 

Yours  in  Numismatics, 

John  &  Nancy 
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MISCELLANEOUS  ITEMS 

for  Sale 


Hard  Times  Tokens 

Our  offering  includes  many  interesting  pieces 
from  this  1832-1844  series.  Low  numbers  (from 
Lyman  H.  Low’s  book,  Hard  Times  Tokens)  are  given 
as  are  “HT”  numbers,  the  latter  from  Russell 
Rulau’s  new  Standard  Catalogue  of  U.S.  Tokens  1700- 
1900  (also  appearing  in  his  earlier  study,  Hard  Times 
Tokens  1832-1844. 

1833  Low-5.  Rarity-5.  Brass.  Jackson.  EF-45. 
Struck  about  5%  off  center  and  interesting  as 
such.  Light  golden  surfaces . 985 

1833  L-5A,  HT-8.  Rarity-6.  VG-8/F12.  No  pe¬ 
riod  after  N  in  NEW  ORLEANS . 460 

1834  L-6.  Rarity-4.  Whig  Victory.  Three-masted, 

fully-rigged  sailing  ship.  EF-40.  An  above  av¬ 
erage  strike . 975 

From  the  Julian  Leidman  Collection. 

1834  L-8.  MS-63.  “MY  EXPERIMENT,  MY 
CURRENCY,  MY  GLORY.”  Lustrous  golden 
brown  surfaces.  Most  design  details  show  ex¬ 
cellent  definition . 250 

1834  L-8,  HT-9.  MS-60.  Running  boar/Jackson. 

Anti-Jackson  token.  Copper . 195 

1837  L-19,  HT-33.  MS-64  RB.  Turtle/mule.  Ex¬ 
tremely  sharply  struck  with  excellent  definition 
of  detail  (mule  hair,  diamondback  terrapin  cara¬ 
pace,  etc.).  Lustrous  red  and  brown  surfaces. 575 
1837  L-33,  HT-48.  MS-63  RB.  Liberty  head; 

NOT  ONE  CENT. . 495 

1837  L-33,  HT-48.  EF-45.  Liberty  head;  NOT 

ONE  CENT. . 165 

1837  L-34,  HT-49.  VF-30.  Liberty  head;  NOT 

ONE  CENT. . 35 

Undated  (c.  1837)  L-51,  HT-70.  Jackson.  MS-64 
RB.  Jackson  in  safe;  balky  mule  with  LL.D.  in¬ 
scribed  on  its  flank . 350 

This  anti-Jackson  token  satirizes  the  doctorate  of  letters 
awarded  to  Jackson  by  Harvard,  even  though  Jackson  was 
not  a  literate  man. 

1837  L-51,  HT-70.  MS-63  BN . 135 

1838.  L-54-D.  AM  I  NOT  A  WOMAN  &  A 
SISTER.  Copper.  MS-63,  somewhat 

prooflike . 650 

This  anti-slavery  token  is  one  of  the  most  famous  of 
the  Hard  Times  series  and  is  one  of  just  a  few  tokens  bear¬ 
ing  the  date  1 838.  The  obverse  features  a  kneeling  woman 
slave  in  chains,  with  the  imploring  inscription  as  quoted 
above.  The  reverse  is  an  approximate  copy  of  the  contem¬ 
porary  American  cent  with  UNITED  STATES  OF 
AMERICA  around  the  border  (the  N  in  UNITED  being 
reversed),  wreath,  and  the  central  inscription  LIBERY/ 
1838.  Several  hundred  of  these  pieces  are  known,  typi¬ 
cally  in  grades  significantly  below  this,  with  VF  and  EF 
being  about  par. 


There  is  a  rich  tracery  of  folklore  surrounding  such  pieces, 
including  the  story  that  they  may  have  been  used  as  tickets  or 
passes  on  the  Underground  Railroad.  Apparendy,  these  pieces 
made  their  appearance  toward  the  end  of  1837.  In  his  essay, 
“Hard  Times  Tokens,”  (American  Numismatic  Society,  Coin¬ 
age  of  the  Americas  Conference,  October  1994),  Eric  P. 
Newman  quotes  a  letter  located  by  Robert  W.  Julian  which 
notes  that  such  pieces  were  apparently  sold  at  the  offices  of 
The  Emancipator,  143  Nassau  St.,  New  York  City,  an  anti¬ 
slavery  newspaper  which  was  first  published  on  May  4,  1 833, 
as  a  weekly.  Such  pieces  were  made  in  New  Jersey,  possibly  in 
Belleville,  and  were  sold  in  New  York  City  “in  any  quantity,  at 
one  dollar  a  hundred,  which  merely  covers  the  actual  cost.” 

1833  L-76,  HT-153.  MS-60.  American  Institute; 

Robinson’s  Jones  &  Co.  of  Attleboro,  MA.  295 
1835  L-89,  HT-349.  Rarity-5.  VG-8-F-12. 
Bucklin’s  Interest  Tables.  Troy,  NY.  Obverse  with 
a  crude  Miss  Liberty  head;  rev.  with  wreath  and 
inscription.  Always  seen  lightly  struck.  Naive 

diecutting . 575 

1837  L-117.  Feuchtwanger’s  Composition. 
Three-cents.  Scarce  denomination.  Very  attrac¬ 
tive  AU.  A  find  for  the  specialist . 1,295 

1837.  Low-124.  William  Simes  and  Nathanel 
March,  obverse  and  reverse,  two  different  mer¬ 
chants  of  Portsmouth,  New  Hampshire.  MS-65, 
brown.  Rich,  lustrous  surfaces  with  some  hints 
of  mint  red.  A  gem  example  of  an  issue  which  is 
relatively  available  in  lower  grades,  sometimes 
seen  in  Mint  State,  but  rarely  offered  in  the  qual¬ 
ity  here  presented . 385 

1837  L-129,  HT-169.  Roxbury  Coaches.  Boston, 
Mass.  VF-20 . 249 

Struck  in  Lewis  Feuchtwanger's  silver-appearing  alloy, 
this  token  was  used  for  fare  on  horse-drawn  omnibuses. 

1837  L-140,  HT-334.  MS-63  RB.  Ezra  B.  Sweet, 
NYC  mfr.  of  kitchen  goods,  metal  products,  etc. 
Liberty  Head  motif,  one  of  the  closer  copies  of 

the  federal  cent  in  the  HTT  series . 475 

1835  L- 145,  HT-356.  Bucklin’s  Book  Keeping.  West 
Troy,  NY.  Rarity-2.  VF-20 . 149 

Planchet  diameter:  28.5mm.  Among  the  most  crudely 
struck  pieces  in  the  HTT  series.  Isaac  B.  Bucklin,  a  Troy 
schoolteacher  in  the  1830s,  devised  an  instructional  course 
in  bookkeeping. 

1841  L-150.  Rarity-5.  Gibbs,  Belleville.  NJ.  EF- 
40.  Silver  plated  at  a  later  date.  A  rarity  in  the 

series . 1,295 

1837  L- 171,  HT-70A.  Jackson  in  iron  safe.  Reverse: 
Mule  inscribed  LL.D.  Rarity-3.  AU-58.  Gilt. 

Brilliant,  lustrous  surfaces . 695 

1835  L-176.  Rarity-5.  Gustin  &  Blake.  Chelsea, 
VT.  Good  to  VG . 950 

One  of  the  most  crudely  struck  pieces  in  the  Hard  1  imes 
token  series,  and  desirable  as  such. 

1835  L-284,  HT-368.  N.  Starbuck  &  Son.  Troy, 
NY.  Rarity-2.  VF-30 . 225 


Civil  War  Tokens 

A.S.  Robinson  “Higley”  token.  Mint  State.  Score  card 
struck  in  brass,  27mm.  Obverse  with  standing 
deer  inscription  VALUE  ME  AS  YOU  PLEASE 
(U  in  VALUE  cut  as  V) ,  a  good  copy  of  the  motif 
found  on  certain  1737  Higley  threepence  pieces 
struck  in  Connecticut.  The  reverse  bears  the  ad¬ 
vertisement  of  Alfred  S.  Robinson,  Hartford, 
Connecticut,  “BANKER/NUMISMATIST &/ 
NOTARY  PUBLIC,”  and  other  notations.  Dated 
1861,  this  piece  can  also  be  considered  as  a  Civil 
War  token.  We  have  recently  acquired  two  of 
them,  both  Mint  State  with  some  prooflike  sur¬ 
faces,  lightly  toned.  Buy  one  for; . 265 

Robinson  was  well-known  in  numismatic  circles  at  the 
time,  was  an  auction  consignor,  and  was  a  familiar  figure  to 
others  in  the  collecting  and  dealing  community.  We  would 
be  pleased  to  send  a  biographical  sketch  of  Robinson  to  the 
purchaser  of  the  above. 

Civil  War  token  NY-630-AG-1  do.  Struck  over  an 
1863  copper-nickel  cent.  MS-65,  prooflike.  A 
superb  gem  impression . 295 

This  is  the  token  of  John  P.  Gruber,  New  York  City, 
apothecary.  The  obverse  motif  is  a  pair  of  balance  scales;  the 
reverse  depicts  a  perched  eagle  within  a  wreath. 

Civil  War  token.  NY-630-AE-ldo.  Struck  over 
an  1863  copper-nickel  cent.  Bold  overstrike, 
with  under  type  quite  visible.  MS-63.  A  show¬ 
piece .  290 

Civil  War  token.  NY-630-AG-5do.  Struck  over  an 
1863  copper-nickel  cent.  MS-64.  Lightly 
toned .  290 

Token  of  John  P.  Gruber,  apothecary.  Obverse  with  bal¬ 
anced  scale  motif.  Reverse  with  shield  within  circular  wreath. 

Undated  (c.  1 863).  OH320B-la.  Rarity-5.  VF-30. 
Fredericktown,  OH.  Mosure  Brothers . 29 

Undated  (c.  1863).  OH420A-la.  Rarity-6.  VF-30. 
Kenton,  OH.  J.M.  Brunson . 29 


(a.k.ii.  WiiNhinolimiiO 

Washington  3-cent  token,  Atwood’s  Railroad  Ho¬ 
tel.  Copper,  Baker  5- 1 0,  Low-200,  reeded  edge. 
25mm.  Obverse  with  equestrian  figure  of  our 
first  president,  GEORGE  WASHINGTON 
above,  BALE  &  SMITH/NY  below.  T  he  re¬ 
verse  bears  the  lettered  inscription:  CARRY 
ME  TO/ATWOOD’S/RAILROAD  HOTEL/ 
243  BOWF.RY/AND  MY  FACE/1S  GOOD 
FOR/3  CENTS.  This  is  one  of  the  most  fa¬ 
mous  of  all  New  York  tokens  of  the  early  1 9th 
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century,  a  piece  of  which  much  has  been  writ¬ 
ten.  Relatively  lew  pieces  survive  today.  It  is 
worth  noting  that  the  Robert  P.  King  collec¬ 
tion  of  Washington  tokens  and  medals  con¬ 
tained  only  an  electrotype,  an  original  not  ap¬ 
parently  not  being  available  to  that  well  known 

researcher .  725 

1776  Baker-50.  Washington  uniface  medal.  Eques¬ 
trian  figure  of  Washington  on  hillock,  muni¬ 
tions  on  slopes,  harbor  and  cityscape  in  back¬ 
ground  to  left,  military  tent  camp  in  back¬ 


ground  to  right.  MS-60 . 125 

Baker-77A.  Washington  medal.  AU-50 . 45 


1832  Washington  Centennial  medal.  Baker 
160F.  White  metal,  Proof-63.  Light  toning. 
Later  striking  with  break  on  the  reverse.  2,175 
Baker-240C.  Washington  &  Lincoln.  EF-45.  White 
metal . 1 25 

Interesting,  as  the  word  REVERSE  appears  above  Lincoln’s 
portrait  on  the  reverse;  probably,  someone  sketched  Lincoln 
and  suggested  that  his  portrait  be  on  the  reverse,  and  this  in¬ 
struction  was  translated  into  pan  of  the  token’s  inscription! 

1808  Washington  Benevolent  Society  Medal 
Silver;  dies  by  John  Reich 


1808  Baker-327.  Washington  Benevolent  Soci¬ 
ety  medal.  Silver.  Proof-60.  Attractive  Proof 
surfaces  with  some  light  toning.  Sharply  struck 
and  well  defined.  With  original  silver  hanger  or 
loop  still  attached,  a  rather  rare  feature,  as  this  is 
missing  on  many.  A  prize  item  for  the  collector 
of  medals,  Washingtonia,  or,  for  that  matter, 
John  Reich’s  federal  coinage  such  as  the  1807- 
1  836  Capped  Bust  half  dollars . 1 ,385 

The  dies  signed,  "R."  for  John  Reich,  represent  a  high 
point  in  the  engraving  career  of  that  artist.  Reich  was  em¬ 
ployed  at  the  Mint  in  I  806  as  an  assistant  engraver  to  Robert 
Scot.  Reich  redesigned  certain  of  the  coinage  in  1  807,  creat¬ 
ing  what  is  now  known  as  the  Capped  Bust  motif.  Around 
1817  Reich  left  the  Mint,  seeking  more  financially  remu¬ 


nerative  opportunities  elsewhere. 

The  presently  offered  medal  was  issued  for  the  Wash¬ 
ington  Benevolent  Society.  The  obverse  features  the  stand¬ 
ing  goddess  of  liberty  with  a  pole  in  her  right  hand  sur¬ 
mounted  by  a  liberty  cap,  and  with  her  left  hand  holding  a 
wreath,  about  to  be  placed  on  the  bust  of  George  Washing¬ 
ton,  which  is  mounted  on  a  pedestal  inscribed  DEFENDER/ 
OF/HIS/COUNTRY.  The  bust  appears  to  be  a  loose  inter¬ 
pretation  of  the  famous  portrait  created  in  1785  by  Jean 
Antoine  Houdon.  The  reverse  bears  the  inscription  BE¬ 
NEVOLENCE/NEW  YORK  and  is  an  allegory  probably 
based  on  the  Good  Samaritan  parable  in  the  Bible.  In  the 
present  incarnation,  a  finely  robed  man,  standing,  is  shown 
with  two  columns  and  a  curtain  in  the  background,  leaning 
toward  a  prostrate  man  whose  right  hand  clutches  his  chest, 
apparently  someone  in  distress. 

The  Washington  Benevolent  Society  medal  is  one  of  the 
finest  productions  honoring  the  Father  of  our  Country.  Per¬ 
haps  40  to  80  pieces  are  known  today,  in  our  estimation. 

1832  Washington  medal.  Baker- 1606.  Thick 
planchet,  copper,  perfect  dies.  Proof-63.  A  su¬ 
perb  specimen,  one  of  the  finest  seen . 350 

An  early  striking,  and  as  such  especially  desirable.  These 
pieces  were  struck  in  various  medals  in  connection  with  the 
centennial  observation  of  Washington’s  birth.  The  obverse 
depicts  an  eagle  with  rays  of  glory  above,  clutching  an  oval 
frame  on  which  is  depicted  the  bust  of  Washington,  facing 
right.  Attached  ribbons  are  inscribed  left  and  right  PATRA1E/ 
PATER.  The  reverse  consists  of  a  lengthy  description  arranged 
in  lines  as  follows:  STRUCK/&D1STRIBUTED  IN/CIVIC 
PROCESSlON/FEBry  22nd  1832/.CENTENN1AL/AN- 
NIVERSARY  OF  THE/BIRTH  DAY  OF/WASH1NG- 
TON/BY  THE  GOLD  &  SILVER/ARTIFICERS  OF/ 
PHILAD.  An  interesting  aspect  of  the  description  is  that  it 
is  implied  that  this  may  have  been  actually  struck  in  the  pro¬ 
cession  in  question.  The  parade  was  a  lengthy  one,  and  con¬ 
temporary  reports  states  that  it  took  two  hours  for  the  floats, 
marchers,  and  animals  to  go  by  a  given  point.  Your  editor  is 
investigating  contemporary  newspaper  and  other  accounts 
of  the  parade,  including  the  possible  coinage  in  the  same  pro¬ 
cession  of  medals  by  Conradt,  a  Philadelphia  engraver.  The 
idea  of  having  a  parade  with  one  or  two  coining  presses  as 
part  of  the  floats,  with  pieces  being  tossed  to  the  public,  is 
certainly  an  interesting  one  to  research! 

1861  B-279B.  Washington  medal.  By  Paquet. 
Commemorating  U.S.  Mint  Oath  of  Allegiance 
sworn  by  employees  under  new  director  James 
Pollock  in  September  1861,  successor  to  nu¬ 
mismatist-director  James  Ross  Snowden. 
Bronzed  Proof-63 . 45 

Other  Tokens 
ami  Medals 

Large  copper  store  card  of  Henry  Cook,  Boston 
rare  coin  dealer.  Copper,  42mm.  Proof-63.  One 
of  the  more  elusive  numismatically  related  med¬ 
als  of  the  period . 475 

The  obverse  has  as  its  primary  motif  a  scroll  inscribed 
CONSTITUTION  with  implements  of  patriotism  and  war 
surrounding,  with  inscriptions  including  NO  SURRENDER 
OF  THE  FORT  SUMTER  OF  THE  NORTH .  The  reverse 
is  the  card  inscribed  HENRY  COOK./MONEY  BROKER/ 
&/DEALER  IN/RARE  AND  ANTIQUE/COINS,  MED- 
ALS./AUTOGRAPHS, /CURIOSITIES,  RELICS/&C.  &c./ 
No.  74  FRIEND  St./BOSTON. 

Cook,  a  shoemaker  by  trade,  was  an  early  entrant  into 
the  coin  dealing  game,  and  was  prominent  in  numismatic 
circles  in  the  1 860s  and  1 870s.  Should  the  purchaser  of  this 
piece  desire  a  detailed  biography  of  Cook,  same  will  be  sup¬ 
plied  by  the  editor  (QDB)  on  request. 

Circa  1835  token  by  W.J.  Mullen,  New  York  City, 
Manufacturer  of  gold  dials  for  watches,  appar¬ 


ently  the  first  successful  maker  of  such  in 
America.  Copper,  32.6mm.  Obverse  with  high 
relief  portrait  ol  Mullen  lacing  left,  inscriptions 
surrounding.  Reverse  with  marvelously  detailed 
high  relief  scene  of  cherubs  assaying  or  refining 
gold,  with  forge,  ingot  molds,  etc.,  a  flying  an¬ 
gel  with  goddesses  above,  one  of  whom  is  oper¬ 
ating  a  bellows  for  the  forge,  another  carrying  a 
small  cherub  who  in  turn  is  holding  a  torch,  and 
another  ascending  from  a  cloud  and  about  to 
place  a  wreath  on  one  of  the  gold  assayers.  In¬ 
scriptions  surround.  This  is  certainly  one  of  the 
most  interesting  pieces  of  die  work  from  the  first 
half  of  the  1 9th  century.  . 249 

Russell  Rulau  states  that  the  dies  were  cut  by  Louisa 
Lander  in  1 847,  and  Charles  Cushing  Wright  struck  the  piece. 
Lander,  sculptor,  studied  under  Thomas  Crawford,  best  re¬ 
membered  today  for  his  status  atop  the  Capitol  building. 
Lander  was  2 1  years  old  in  1 847.  Notwithstanding  the  pro¬ 
ceeding,  and  in  view  of  the  fact  that  a  Rulau  reference  notes 
that  this  is  the  only  medal  attributed  to  Lander,  we  would  be 
inclined  toward  the  view  that  Lander  may  have  modeled  the 
medal  but  the  dies  may  have  been  actually  cut  by  Wright.  It 
seems  inconceivable  that  someone  would  spring  from  virtu¬ 
ally  nowhere  in  the  medallic  field,  create  a  piece  of  such  ex¬ 
quisite  relief  and  execution,  and  then  retreat  into  obscurity. 
Besides,  Wright  was  a  die  engraver  circa  1847  (and  earlier 
and  later  as  well),  not  so  much  a  coiner. 

Bolen/Libertas  Americana  token.  Copper.  25.4mm. 
Proof-63.  Muling  combining  two  obverse  dies. 
One  side  is  inscribed  J.A.  BOLEN,  1867,  and 
portrays  the  bearded  James  Bolen  facing  left. 
Bolen,  a  die  cutter  of  Springfield,  Massachu¬ 
setts,  was  very  well  known  in  the  late  1850s 
and  1860s  as  a  master  engraver.  The  other  side 
depicts  the  head  of  Miss  Liberty  as  first  used 
on  the  famous  French  medal,  the  inscription 
LIBERTAS.  AMERICANA,  above,  4  JUIL 
1776.  below.  Quite  scarce . 270 

Colonial  fantasy  coin,  circa  1860s,  published  by  Alfred 
S.  Robinson,  Hartford,  Connecticut. Copper, 
27.6mm.  Proof-65,  red  and  brown,  mostly  red.  A 
superb  gem  specimen . 295 

Obverse  with  mailed  bust  lacing  right,  inscription 
NON  DEPEN-DENS  STATUS  surrounding  COPY  at 
truncation.  Reverse  with  figure  of  native  seated  on  globe, 
holding  shield  and  branch,  inscription  AMER  ICA,  date 
1778  below.  An  fantasy  piece  intended  to  emulate  the  gen¬ 
eral  style  of  issues  made  circa  1778,  but  with  much  finer 
workmanship. 


Proper  Tools  Needed 

A  collector  who  attempts  to  form  a 
collection  without  books  is  not  unlike 
a  workman  attempting  to  perform  his 
task  without  proper  tools.  The  job  can 
be  done  without  proper  tools;  make¬ 
shift  work  is  usually  distinguishable. 
The  same  is  true  of  a  collection  which 
can  be  formed  without  books.  Guess¬ 
work,  memory,  and  chance  do  the 
work  that  might  be  done  on  a  more 
sensible  basis  by  fact,  reference  and 
foresight. 

— Frank  G.  Duffield,  1941. 
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MISCELLANEOUS  ITEMS  Edit  SALE 


Rare  First  Style  Lesher  “Dollar” 


1900  Lesher  silver  “dollar.”  EF-45.  Zerbe-1;  first 
type  without  business  name.  Hand-engraved 
serial  no.  26;  from  the  Cowell  Collection  (there 
as  VF)  auctioned  by  B.  Max  Mehl  in  1923.  A 
sharp  and  attractive  piece . 2,193 

Gem  Boyd  Park  Lesher  “Dollar” 


1901  Lesher  silver  “dollar.”  Boyd  Park.  MS- 
64,  prooflike.  A  gem  specimen  of  this  scarce 
issue .  2,750 

Boyd  Park  was  a  jeweler  located  at  1 6th  and  Curtis  streets, 
Denver,  in  an  area  which  a  decade  later  became  known  as  “The 
Broadway  of  the  West,”  from  the  myriad  electric  bulbs  orna¬ 
menting  the  theaters  on  Curtis  Street.  Adna  Wilde  estimated 
that  only  about  200  Lesher  “dollars”  were  made  for  Park 

Betts  Medals 

An  offering  of  interesting  medals  attributed  to 
Betts  numbers  as  delineated  in  American  Colo¬ 
nial  History  Illustrated  by  Contemporary  Medals, 
C.  Wyllys  Betts,  1894. 

Betts-200.  Admiral  Vernon  medal.  Brass-like  com¬ 
position.  HE  TOOK  PORTO  BELLO  WITH 
SIX  SHIPS  ONLY.  AU-55 . 395 

Obverse  3/4th  length  portrait  of  Adm.  Vernon;  reverse 
with  naval  scene.  Vernon  captured  the  Spanish  outpost  of 
Porto  Bello  Nov.  21-22,  1739.  Spain  and  England  were  ri¬ 
vals  on  the  seas  and  in  the  New  World;  it  was  the  consum¬ 
mation  of  a  boast  that  only  six  ships  were  used  to  accomplish 
the  feat.  The  vessels  bore  the  names  Burford ( Hagsh ip),  Hamp¬ 
ton  Court,  Norwich,  Worcester,  Strafford,  and  Louisa.  To  com¬ 
memorate  this  feat,  numerous  varieties  of  medals,  mostly  of 
brass-like  composition,  were  distributed  throughout  England. 

Betts-602.  1782  “Noord  America”  issue.  Struck  in 
silver.  Proof-60.  Lightly  and  attractively  toned. 

Exceptionally  well  struck . 895 

Betts-382.  1747  Lord  Anson’s  Voyage.  Silver, 
43mm.  EF-45 . 425 

Obverse  with  angel  crowning  head  of  Anson  with  wreath 
of  laurel.  Reverse  with  inscription  and  angel  motif,  the  latter 


above  a  seagoing  British  lion.  Dies  by  T.  Pingo. 

Betts-523.  1778  William  Pitt  death  medal.  Cop¬ 
per,  37mm.  Proof-60.  Plain  edge.  Golden 

brown . 395 

The  obverse  features  a  draped  bust  of  William  Pitt  fac¬ 
ing  right.  The  reverse  depicts  a  mourning  female  figure  by  a 
funeral  urn,  with  the  Latin  legend  QUIS  DESIDERIO  SIT 
PVDOR  AVT  MODVS  around  (translation:  “Freely,  Why 
should  there  be  any  shame  or  limit  to  our  regret  at  his  loss”). 

Betts-589.  1781  Battle  of  Doggersbank  medal.  Sil¬ 
ver,  45mm.  Plain  edge.  AU-55.  Beautiful  light 
toning . 495 

Issued  to  commemorate  this  famous  naval  clash.  The 
obverse  features  various  allegorical  figures  representing  the 
military  success  of  the  Netherlands.  The  reverse  depicts  a 
glory  of  rays  and  the  names  of  the  seven  “immortal  defend¬ 
ers  of  the  glory  of  the  Netherlands,”  i.e.  the  names  of  the 
commanding  officers  of  the  seven  Dutch  vessels  engaged  in 
the  conflict. 

Con  nterstamps 

We  offer  for  a  selection  of  counterstamps  prima¬ 
rily  on  large  cents.  Special  deal:  Pick  three  or  more 
different  and  take  a  10%  discount,  or  pick  five  or 
more  different  and  take  a  20%  discount!  All  items 
are  one-of-a-kind  in  our  stock. 

No  date.  Irish  halfpenny.  Good.  Counterstamped 

“F.E.  Voigd.” . 19 

No  date.  Brunk-22630.  Cent.  Good.  Cstp.  “G.  1. 

Kern.  . 15 

No  date.  B-24735.  Cent.  Good.  Cstp.  “S.  Logan.”  19 

1801  cent.  VF.  Cstp.  “T.J.H.” . 29 

1804  half  cent.  VF-20.  Cstp.  “H.  S.”  in  block  let¬ 
ters.”  . 35 

1807  B-22365.  Cent.  Good.  Cstp.  “H.  Keeler.  29 
1807  cent.  Good.  Cstp.  “JHH"  in  hallmark 

punch .  19 

1817  B-9955.  Cent.  Good.  Cstp.  “E.  B.  Crane.”  19 
1819  quarter  dollar.  Cstp.  “H.  REES."  Rees  was 
a  Philadelphia  blacksmith  who  undoubtedly 
used  the  same  stamp  on  his  wrought  wares. 

Fine .  195 

1826  cent.  VG.  Cstp.  “T.  Jenness.” . 19 

1828  B-22640.  Cent.  Good.  Cstp.  “C.  Kerr.”  .  19 

1831  cent.  Good.  Cstp.  “A.  Kelser.”  . 19 

1832  B-24870.  Cent.  VG.  Cstp.  “R.R.  Loomis.”  19 

1837  B-28865.  Cent.  Fine.  Cstp.  “G.  A.  Munn.”25 
1837  cent.  Good.  Cstp.  “Philada.” . 15 

1837  B-24085.  Cent.  VG.  Cstp.  “J.  Leary.”  ....  19 

1838  cent.  Good.  Cstp.  “J.  Leach.” . 19 

1842  cent.  Good.  Cstp.  “LP  Knerr.” . 19 

1843  cent.  San  Francisco.  Counterstamped 

Squarza’s  Punch.  VG.  Described  in  our  March 
1997  sale  (copy  on  request) . 1,450 

1843  B-28150.  Cent.  VG.  Cstp.  “W.  Moffat.”  25 
1845  B-28100.  Cent.  VG.  Cstp.  “S.  L.  Mitchell” 
and  “JRH,"  the  latter  in  a  crude  hallmark-type 

punch . 19 

1845  cent.  Fine.  Cstp.  “G.  Barr . 19 

1845  dime.  Cstp.  “USE  GGG.”  Stamped  by 
Goodwin,  a  Boston  wholesaler  of  medicines.  GGG 
was  widely  advertised  via  counterstamping,  espe¬ 
cially  on  large  cents.  Dimes  are  much  rarer  today. 


AG . 99 

1848  cent.  Fine.  Cstp.  “BY.  Lathrop . 25 

1849  cent.  VG.  Cstp.  “J.F.M." . 12 


1851  B-21 575.  cent.  Fine.  Cstp.  “JNBJaquith.  29 
1851  B-24830  cent.  VG.  Cstp.  “E.W.  Loomis.”  .  25 
1851  B-23790.  cent.  Good.  Cstp.  “M.  Landers.  .  19 
1851  B-23985.  cent.  Fine.  Cstp.  “A.  Lauer.  ...  19 

1853  B-23940.  cent.  VF.  Cstp.  “G.  Latham.  .29 

1854  B-28250.  cent.  EF.  Cstp.  “R.E.  Moor.”  ..39 

1856  large  cent.  VF.  Cstp.  “O.E.  Lloyd." . 19 

1860  Indian  cent.  Good.  Cstp.  THE  HENRY 

CLAY  PEN  finely  in  letters  at  the  center  of  the 

portrait.  Unlisted  by  Gregory  Brunk . 169 

1862  Indian  cent.  B-18640.  A  very  bold 
counterstamp  at  the  center  of  the  obverse  IRA 
C.  HASKINS  TIP  TOP  PEN . 225 

Presumably,  information  concerning  Haskins  and  his  Tip 
Top  Pen  could  be  found  by  searching  patent  records. 

1865  two-cent  piece.  VG.  Cstp.  “W.A.  Kellogg.”  19 

1877-S  half  dollar.  AG.  Cstp.  “F.  Baschel." . 29 

1925  Stone  Mountain  half  dollar.  MS-63. 
Counterstamped  “OKLA”  and  “380.”  At  the 
time  of  issue  a  small  number  of  the  Stone  Moun¬ 
tain  half  dollars  were  counterstamped  with  state 
names  (usually  abbreviated,  in  this  case  Okla¬ 
homa)  and  serial  numbers,  thereby  giving  these 
pieces  a  cachet  of  being  exceedingly  rare  and 
distinctive.  These  were  then  sold  at  a  premium 
by  the  various  state  issuing  authorities.  Examples 
turn  up  in  the  market  place  rather  infrequently 
with  the  result  that  they  always  command  sig¬ 
nificant  premiums  when  offered.  One  can  imag¬ 
ine  that  if  you  are  from  Oklahoma  and  desire 
“your  commemorative,”  you  may  never  have 
another  opportunity.  For  excellent  background 
information  see  Col.  Adna  Wilde’s  excellent 
(when  Adna  Wilde  does  something,  he  does  it 
right!)  article,  “Counterstamped  Stone  Moun¬ 
tain  Half  Dollars:  Where  are  They  Today?  in 
The  Numismatist,  August  1 987 . 675 

Hawaiian  Coins 

1837  cent.  MS-60  BN.  Rich,  lustrous  surfaces. 
One  of  the  nicest  Hawaiian  cents  you’ll  ever 
have  the  chance  to  buy. . 1 ,675 

Gem  1883  Hawaii  Dime 


1883  10C.  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant,  lustrous, 
frosty.  An  exceptional  specimen  of  a  de¬ 
nomination  that  is  usually  seen  in  lower 

grades . 3,900 

1883  10C.  AU-50.(PCGS).  Light  silver  gray  sur¬ 
faces.  Original  lustre  in  protected  areas.  Higher 

quality  that  usually  seen . 495 

1883  10C.  EF-40  (PCGS) . 235 

1883  25C.  MS-63  (ANACS).  Brilliant . 425 

1883  25C  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant .  I ' 

See  our  book  section  for 
discounts  on  great  books 
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Miswllanv 

A  selection  oi  printed  material  and  other  items 
being  deaccessioned  as  duplicates  Irom  the  library 
and  other  holdings  of  Q.  David  Bowers  as  well  as 
other  miscellany  purchased  here  and  there.  All  items 
are  subject  to  your  satisfaction  upon  receipt  and  can 
be  returned  within  two  weeks  if  you  are  not  delighted. 
19th-century  patent  medicine  almanacs.  20  Dif¬ 
ferent  for  $100,  and  40  different  for . 200 

Lots  of  hype,  testimonials,  etc.,  plus  useful  information 
and  many  “fillers.” 

Gleasons  Pictorial  Drawing-Room  Companion,  folio- 
size  weekly  illustrated  newspaper  from  the 
1850s,  bound  in  six-month  volumes.  Binding 
somewhat  loose,  contents  quite  good.  Filled 
with  engravings  of  people,  places,  and  things  of 
the  era,  lots  of  news,  stories,  etc.  Duplicates  from 
QDB  library.  Our  choice  of  volumes,  with  up 

to  four  different  on  hand,  each . 250 

Framed  (wood  frame  with  glass  front)  original  Sat¬ 
urday  Evening  Post  magazine  covers  featuring 
beautiful  girls  as  sketched  by  famous  American 
artist-illustrator  Philip  Boileau,  early  issues  from 
the  c.  1905-1 91 5  era.  Single:  $17,  group  of  10 
different  $  1 50,  group  of  20  different,  $300  (Plus 
$5  shipping  for  first  item,  $1  for  each  addi¬ 
tional)  . 100 

Motor  magazine,  early  issues  from  the  1930s 
through  the  1960s.  Trade  magazine  with  many 
fascinating  advertisements.  Covers  are  by  well- 
known  American  illustrator  Robert  Robinson. 
Important  reference  collection,  not  readily  re¬ 
placeable  at  any  cost.  Group  of  1 0  different  (plus 

$5  postage)  $250;  100  different . 2,500 

Numismatic  books  of  the  past  several  decades,  gen¬ 
erally  1940s  to  date,  U.S.  coins  and  related 
themes,  “seconds”  with  scuffed  covers  or  other 
problems  (but  with  contents  intact),  non-cur¬ 
rent  editions,  etc.  Good  for  exploring  for  infor¬ 
mation,  new  interests  and  specialties,  etc.  A  grab 
bag  of  “stuff”  with  original  cover  prices  total¬ 
ing  at  least  $300,  the  lot  (plus  $  1 0  packing  and 

shipping)  for  just . 100 

1964  to  date.  16  piece  type  set  of  U.S.  coins  housed 
in  a  Kingswood  holder.  Average  grade  is  Mint 

state  to  Proof.  A  nice  display  item . 59 

A  nice  group  of  gem  Proof  coins,  each  Proof-65  or 
finer  and  splendid,  housed  in  a  single 
Kingswood  holder  #7.  Cents;  1968-S,  1987-S. 
Dime:  1 968-S.  Quarters:  1968-S,  1976-S40% 
silver,  1976-S  Clad.  Half  dollars:  1964,  1968- 
S,  1976-S  40%  silver,  1976-S  Clad,  1978-S. 
Dollars:  1971-S,  1976-S  40%  Silver,  1976-S 

Clad,  1978-S,  1981-S . 69 

Alaska  Rural  Rehabilitation  Corporation  tokens 
issued  by  the  government  for  settlers  in  Alaska 
in  1935-1936.  Such  pieces,  in  denominations 
up  to  $10,  were  redeemable  at  the  “company 
store.  The  Guide  Book  devotes  a  page  to  these 
interesting  issues.  EF-AU  grades,  about  normal 
(we  have  never  seen  a  full  Mint  State  set).  Eight 

pieces  in  set . 595 

Alaska  Rural  Rehabilitation  Corporation  token  set 


1935-1936.  VF-AU . 495 

Circa  1860  Steinfeld  bottle  (Ring  S- 185).  Related 
to  encased  postage  stamps.  New  York.  An  ex¬ 
tremely  rare  (we  have  had  just  one  other  over 
the  years)  original  bottle  which  once  contained 
the  drink  specifically  advertised  on  encased 
postage  stamps  by  the  firm.  An  outstanding 
exhibit  item  for  the  encased  postage  stamp  spe¬ 
cialist . 995 

The  name  of  Steinfeld  and  the  product  appear  in  raised 
letters  on  the  bottom  of  the  bottle.  On  the  side  of  the  bottle 
is  “S.  ST”  and  “PATENT”  arranged  in  a  circle,  and  a  medal¬ 
lion  with  an  eagle.  On  the  base  is  the  inscription 
“STEINFELD'S  FRENCH  COGNAC  BITTERS.”  Me¬ 
dium  amber  color.  11-1/2"  high. 

1896  Bryan  Dollar.  AU-50.  Oversize  “dollar"  by 
Gorham;  one  side  with  a  “cartwheel,”  the  other 
with  A  GOVERNMENT  DOLLAR,  etc.  From 
the  highly  contested  Bryan-McKinley  race  of 

this  year . 145 

1909  Elder  Dies . 995 

1925  Norse  American  medal.  Thick  planchet.  MS- 

64  (ANACS) . 145 

1925  Norse  American  medal.  Thin  planchet.  MS- 

64  (ANACS) . 219 

First  Canadian  Specimen  Set 
Opening  of  Ottawa  Mint 

1908  Canada  Specimen  set.  Five  coin  set,  average 
Specimen-63,  with  original  box.  Inside  the  blue 
box  is  a  red  label  imprinted  in  gilt  “First  Coin¬ 
age  of  Canadian  Mint,  Ottawa,  1908.”  ..  3,495 
1939  Canada  dollar.  Specimen-66.  Brilliant 
mirror  surfaces.  Rose  and  blue  peripheral  ton¬ 
ing .  1,650 

1972  Assay  Commission  medal.  JK-AC-116. 
Bronze.  57mm.  1295.2  grains.  Matte  Proof- 

65  in  yellow  bronze,  as  issued.  In  gold- 

trimmed  blue  leatherette  case  with  blue  velvet 
and  silk  lining.  In  box  with  some  notes  on 
cover .  679 

Obverse  with  front-facing  portrait  of  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  John  B.  Connally,  by  Frank  Gasparro.  Reverse  with 
view  of  the  Treasury  Department  building. 

Comet  Halley  Meteorite  Medallion  made  of  melted- 
down  meteoritic  nickel-iron  and  created  the  Me¬ 
teor  Crater  in  Arizona  tens  of  thousands  of  years 
ago.  Condition  as  issued.  About  10,000  of  these 
were  made,  of  which  all  but  about  100  have 
been  sold.  39  grams . 99 

These  were  made  in  1985-1986  in  observance  of  the  peri¬ 
odic  return  (every  76  years)  in  1 976  of  Halleys  Comet.  The 
obverse  features  a  map  of  the  solar  system  with  an  ellipse  show¬ 
ing  the  path  of  the  comet  in  question  as  it  traveled  as  far  out  as 
between  the  orbits  of  Neptune  and  Pluto.  The  inscription 
“COMET  HALLEY  METEORITE  MEDAL  1985-1986” 
surrounds.  The  reverse  shows  a  view  high  above  Earth  (the 
Eastern  and  Midwestern  section  of  the  U.S.  and  part  of  Mexico 
are  seen)  of  the  Space  Shuttle  with  a  fiery  comet  above  it,  a 
spangled  galaxy  in  the  background,  and  the  planet  Saturn. 

Over  the  years  many  different  metals  have  been  utilized 
to  make  coins  and  medals.  This  original  nickel-iron  meteor¬ 
ite  metal  used  in  the  Halleys  Comet  medal  must  certainly 
be  one  of  the  most  unusual! 

388-458  BC  Ancient  Greece.  Silver  stater.  Aegina. 

Nicely  toned . 495 

Collection  of  brockages.  An  interesting  group  of  four 
items:  *1891  nickel  with  obverse  and  reverse  im¬ 
pressions  incused  •  Obverse  brockage  of  1 871  Ja¬ 


maica  halfpenny,  VF  •  Obverse  brockage,  type  of 
India  One  Rupee,  “Victoria  Queen,”  EF  •  Ob¬ 
verse  brockage,  type  of  India  One  Rupee,  “George 

V  King  Emperor,”  EF. . 1 ,095 

Berrian  Gold  &  Silver  Counterfeit  Detector,  pat¬ 
ented  1877.  EF.  Nickel-plated.  A  nice  exhibit 
item  to  go  with  any  collection  of  United  States 

gold  or  silver  coins . 265 

This  unit  consists  of  a  nickel-plated  steel  balance  mea¬ 
suring  9.5"  long  by  2"  wide  by  1/2"  high.  On  the  right  side 
there  are  slots  to  admit  various  U.S.  silver  coins  of  the  era  as 
well  as  gold  coins  of  the  $2.50,  $3,  $5,  $10,  and  $20  de¬ 
nominations,  to  test  them  for  weight  (by  balance)  and  for 
specific  gravity  (approximately;  if  a  coin  is  too  thifk  to  fit  in 
its  slot,  but  the  weight  is  correct,  this  means  that  the  metal  is 
less  dense  than  gold  or  silver,  as  the  case  may  be).  Intended 
for  use  in  a  bank  or  counting  house  in  an  era  when  $3  gold 
coins  and  other  denominations  were  in  use. 

Mexican  Eight  Reals 

“Pieces  of  Eiolit” 

We  recently  acquired  a  nice  selection  of  these 
issues  which  circulated  in  colonial  America  as  the 
principle  money  of  our  young  nation.  These  are 
the  forerunners  of  our  silver  dollar  and  should  be 
considered  an  important  component  in  any  col¬ 
lection  illustrating  our  monetary  history.  Divisions 
of  the  eight  reals  coins  were  called  “pieces  of 
eight.” 

In  the  18th  and  19th  centuries  such  pieces  circu¬ 
lated  widely  in  America.  Mention  of  them  is  made 
on  the  frontispiece  of  A  Guide  Book  of  U.S.  Coins. 
We  recently  acquired  a  very  nice  group  of  these 
made  at  the  Mexico  City  (“Mo”  mintmark)  Mint. 
1775  KM-106.2  Mo-FM  (initials  ofassayer).  VF- 


20 . 95 

1788  KM-106.2.  Mo-FM.  EF-40 . 165 

1789  KM-107.  Mo-FM.  EF-45 . 275 

1789  KM-107.  Mo-FM.  VF-30 . 1 19 

1790  KM-108.  Mo-FM.  EF-40 . 195 

1792  KM-109.  Mo-FM.  AU-55 . 219 

1792  KM-109.  Mo-FM.  AU-50 . 189 

1793  KM-109.  Mo-FM.  AU-55 . 219 

1793  KM-109.  Mo-FM.  AU-50 . 189 

1793  KM-109.  Mo-FM.  EF-40 . 135 


Currency 


Rare  Refunding  Certificate 


1879  $10  United  States  Refunding  Certificate. 
Choice  About  Uncirculated.  Friedberg  #214. 
Serial  A1  172833.  Rare  distinct  currency  type. 
The  present  piece  is  sharp  and  crisp  and  is  one 
of  the  nicest  we  have  handled.  When  these  $  1 0 
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notes  were  first  released  by  the  Treasury  De¬ 
partment,  people  formed  long  lines  at  the  Post 

Office  to  buy  them . 3,950 

1902  $10  National.  VF.  Serial  A600336B.  The 
First  National  Bank  of  Wood  River,  Ne¬ 
braska.  From  a  famous  hoard  handled  by 

Dean  Oakes .  149 

1908  $5  National.  F-VF.  Serial  N29102.  From  the 
Wells  Fargo  Nevada  National  Bank  of  San  Fran¬ 
cisco . 195 

1929  $5  National.  Choice  Crisp  Uncirculated. 
Serial  A000001.  First  note  from  the  first  sheet! 
From  the  Wolfe  City  National  Bank  in  Wolfe 

City,  Texas . 1,195 

1929  $5  National.  Choice  Crisp  Uncirculated.  Se¬ 
rial  A002831SA.  From  the  Greeley  Union  Na¬ 
tional  Bank  in  Greeley,  Colorado.  Named  after 
Horace  Greeley,  publisher  of  the  New  York  Tri¬ 
bune,  whose  alleged  advice  might  have  prompted 

easterners  to  settle  in  this  town . 295 

1929  $20  National.  Choice  Crisp  Uncirculated. 
Serial  F0220672A.  From  the  Riggs  National 

Bank  of  Washington,  DC . 95 

1935A  1$  Silver  Certificate.  Friedberg  #2306. 
North  Africa  invasion  contingency  note.  Choice 
Crisp  Uncirculated . 49 


1976  $2  Serial  D22822641A  and  D22822637A. 
Choice  Crisp  Uncircluated . 2,750 


Beautiful  Fractional  Currency  Shield 


Fractional  Currency  Shield  under  glass,  framed. 

Gray  printed  background.  Issued  by  the  Trea¬ 
sury  Department  in  the  1860s  for  distribution 
to  banks.  Displays  proof  impressions  of  various 
designs.  A  great  display  item  for  home  or  office. 
We  enjoy  one  in  our  hallway  and  look  at  it  sev¬ 
eral  times  each  day!  Very  Fine . 5,250 

Paper  \iiii‘i  ii  ana 

1  882  Diary.  Offered  at  $795,  but  reduced  for  quick 
clearance  to  just,  net,  $450,  first  order  gets  it! 


Interesting  19th-century  manuscript  (not  coin  related, 
but  fascinating);  by  a  doctor  who  studied  and  sailed.  Manu¬ 
script  diary,  1 882-1885,  kept  by  Dr.  Charles  Washington  Bray 
of  Portland,  Cumberland  County,  Maine.  Bray  (1850-1922) 
attended  Brunswick  Medical  School  and  in  1 874  graduated 
from  the  medical  department  of  Columbia  University.  He 
was  a  member  of  numerous  medical  associations,  practiced 
medicine  for  over  40  years,  and  was  commodore  of  the  Port¬ 
land  Yacht  Club  for  almost  20  years.  He  lived  and  sailed 
'down  east’  all  his  life.  This  diary  (140  pp.)  mostly  describes 
Bray’s  yachting  adventures  off  the  coast  of  Maine  as  a  young 
medical  doctor  in  the  company  of  his  good  friends.  Bray  writes 
in  a  clear,  precise,  and  often  humorous  style  combined  with 
the  form  of  a  sailing  log.  The  entries  are  also  interspersed 
with  several  pencil  drawings  of  scenery  and  nautical  interest. 
The  reader  can  easily  picture  himself  or  herself  in  the  com¬ 
pany  of  this  fun-loving  Victorian  yachting  crew,  sailing  and 
camping  off  the  coast  of  Maine.  Doctors’  diaries  are  very 
rare  and  to  find  one  where  the  diarist  is  actually  describing  a 
fun  activity,  rarer  yet.  This  tome  also  includes  a  38-page  chap¬ 
ter  of  lectures  taken  at  Bowdoin  Medical  School  in  1872, 
and  about  8  pages  of  case  notes  from  1873  and  1880.  Un¬ 
usual.  Octavo,  worn  red  3/4  calf  and  marbled  boards,  2" 
piece  lacking  from  top  of  spine,  contents  fine,  clean,  and 
legible.  Large  ornate  Portland  stationer’s  ticket  on  front 
pastedown.  approximately  185  pp.  plus  blanks. 

Ideal  for  framing:  American  Airlines  colorful  oval 
luggage  tag  (the  kind  that  used  to  be  pasted 
onto  steamer  trunks  and  suitcases,  mid-1950s, 
depicting  an  early  propeller  plane  and  the  ill- 
fated  zeppelin  Hindenburg.  American  Airlines, 
Inc.  offered  exclusive  connecting  service  to  the 
Hindenburg,  apparently  for  only  a  very  short 
time.  John  J.  Ford,  Jr.,  spotted  several  these  at 
the  ANA  Convention,  said  they  were  the  most 
historically  fascinating  things  he  had  seen  all 

day,  and  directed  our  attention  to  them . 99 

c.1910  Fire-engine  scene  postcard.  Ottawa,  Ohio. 
As  new.  Two  different  scenes  available  (one  of 
which  is  described  below).  We  bought  several 
dozen  of  these,  and  offer  you  a  pair  for  $32,  or 

buy  10  pairs  for . 235 

Steam  fire  engine  postcard,  circa  1910.  Americana  at  its 
finest!  Circa  1910.  Ottawa,  Ohio  Fire  Department  post  card. 
“Ready  for  action.”  Original  (not  a  reprint)  sepia-colored  card, 


unused,  shows  a  span  of  white  horses  drawing  an  Amoskeag 
type  steam  pump  fire  engine,  with  a  retinue  of  fire  fighters 
bringing  up  the  rear,  all  posed  in  front  ot  the  station  house. 
This  type  of  card  is  the  creme  de  la  creme  subject  for  anyone 
interested  in  the  history  of  fire  fighting. 

Elizabeth  Jones-iana 

1981  Collection  of  original  photographs,  some  with 
presidential  signatures,  relating  to  and  formerly 
the  personal  property  of  Ms.  Elizabeth  Jones, 
appointed  by  President  Reagan  in  1981  as  the 
1 1  th  chief  sculptor  and  engraver  of  the  United 
States  Mint.  Ms.  Jones  was  also  the  first  woman 
to  have  been  appointed  to  this  position.  More 
than  any  other  sculptor-engraver  since  Augus¬ 
tus  Saint-Gaudens,  Elizabeth  Jones  has  created 
award-winning  and  highly  acclaimed  U.S.  coin¬ 
age  designs.  This  present  portfolio  is  an  exhibit 
in  itself!  1.  PRESIDENT  RONALD 
REAGAN.  Four  Signed  Photos,  color.  8  x  10” 
and  10  x  8",  Washington,  November  9,  1981, 
April  30,  1982,  February  3,  1983  and  Decem¬ 
ber  22,  1988.  Each  photograph  features  Presi¬ 
dent  Reagan  and  Chief  Sculptor  Jones.  The 
photos  were  all  taken  at  The  White  House,  dur¬ 
ing  Ms.  Jones’  term.  2.  Five  First  Strike  Press 
Kits  as  follows:  a.  Three  statue  of  Liberty  First 
Strike  Kits,  $5  gold  piece,  October  18,  1985; 
including  the  signatures  of  James  Baker  III, 
Hawley  Oakes,  Katherine  D.  Ortega  and  oth¬ 
ers,  on  one  of  the  programs;  decorative  invita¬ 
tion,  October  19,  1986,  U.S.  Assay  Office,  San 
Francisco,  CA.,  for  the  First  Strike  ceremony 
for  the  U.S  Silver  Bullion  Coin.  b.  Press  Kit  for 
the  First  Strike  Gold  American  Eagle  Gold 
Bullion  Coin,  September  8,  1986,  included: 
Elizabeth  Tones  ceremony  name  tag  ribbon,  c. 

Press  Kit  for  the  First  Strike  of  the  1988  U.S. 
Olympic  Gold  Coin.  A  most  interesting  and 
informative  collection,  nicely  preserved,  and  in 
excellent  condition . 2,895 


Who  are  these  ladies  and  what  are  they  doing?  The  time  is  circa  1903  at  the  Philadelphia 
Mint,  and  seated  at  several  long  tables  are  dozens  of  women  with  coins  and  balance 
scales,  weighing  by  hand  what  seem  to  he  small  groups  of  coins.  As  the  Mint  had 
automatic  Seyss  weighing  machines  at  the  time  to  process  silver  and  gold  planchets,  it 
could  be  that  these  employees  were  checking  selected  samples. 
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Your  Editor's 
Writing 

Projects 

by  Q.  David  Bowers 

Several  books  and  other  projects  are  in  the  works,  and 
here  is  a  peek  at  them: 

Under  the  working  title  of  “Little  Editions”  we  will  issue 
a  series  of  16-  to  32-page  booklets  treating  specialized  and, 
hopefully  lor  the  reader,  quite  interesting  subjects.  I  have 
already  completed  two  ol  these  (one  on  the  19th-century 
coin  auction  career  ol  W.  Elliot  Woodward,  who  might  later 
be  the  focus  for  a  book-length  effort;  the  other  on  how  to 
really  enjoy  numismatics),  Dr.  Joel  Orosz  is  putting  the 
finishing  touches  on  another  “Little  Editions”  booklet,  and 
still  another  is  in  the  draft  stage  by  a  Bowers  and  Merena 
staffer.  More  news  and  information  about  ordering  will  be 
forthcoming  in  a  month  or  two. 

A  complete  revision  of  my  book,  A  Buy¬ 
ers  ’  Guide  to  the  Rare  Coin  Market,  is  in 
progress,  probably  to  be  issued  under  a  dif¬ 
ferent  title  so  as  to  reflect  the  vast  changes. 

The  former  edition  achieved  some  measure 
of  success,  with  Las  Vegas  professional  nu¬ 
mismatist  Rusty  Goe,  for  one,  saying  that  it 
was  an  essential  book  for  any  serious  person 
contemplating  becoming  a  coin  buyer  and 
numismatist. 

An  autobiography,  My  Life  in  Rare  Coins 
(or  some  similar  title),  has  been  in  the  works 
for  some  time,  and  perhaps  1997  will  be  the 
year  that  I’ll  put  the  finishing  touches  on  it 
for  publication  in  1998.  If  I  do  this  I  will 
probably  include  a  chapter  on  B.  Max  Mehl  (whom  I  knew 
only  in  passing  at  the  end  of  his  career),  and  certainly  the 
doings  of  John  J.  Ford,  Jr.,  and  the  New  Netherlands  Coin 
Company  would  loom  large  in  any  such  project,  not  to 
overlook  the  late  Walter  Breen,  C.  Wilson  Peck,  the  strange 
doings  of  Robert  Bashlow  (and  his  elusive  T.  Wellington 
Braithwaite  characterization),  the  Rittenhouse  Society,  Jim 
Ruddy,  Lee  F.  Hewitt,  inside  views  of  the  Professional 
Numismatists  Guild  and  the  American  Numismatic  Asso¬ 
ciation,  trips  to  old  gold-  and  silver-mining  camps  in  the 
American  West,  the  museum  I  once  co-owned  in  downtown 
Copenhagen,  adventures  behind  the  Iron  Curtain  in  East¬ 
ern  Europe,  and  many  other  subjects.  I  can  think  of  about 
1 ,001  fascinating  things  in  my  career  to  write  about,  and  the 
main  task  will  he  to  prevent  the  book  from  becoming  too 
large!  Perhaps  I  will  have  to  leave  out  pictures  of  Lake 


Empire,  the  212-acre  lake  and  woodland 
facility  that  Empire  Coin  Company  (which 
Jim  Ruddy  and  1  operated  beginning  in 
1958)  owned  in  upstate  New  York,  and 
which  we  all  enjoyed.  I  guess  I  like  lakes,  for 
today  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  is  lo¬ 
cated  in  its  own  town  house  on  the  shore  of 
Lake  Winnipesaukee,  which  measures  about 
30  miles  long  and  has  over  300  islands.  (We 
have  our  own  dock,  and  you  can  visit  us  by 
boat  if  you  wish!)  Seriously,  doing  a  bio¬ 
graphical  book  of  this  sort  would  be  a  lot  of 
fun  and,  in  fact,  quite  a  bit  is  already  done  in 
draft  form. 

Mike  Hodder,  the  private  numismatic 
consultant  who  at  one  time  was  on  our  staff 
and  who  now  does  projects  for  various  enti¬ 
ties,  has  a  large  file  of  information  on  American  colonial  coins, 
including  many  notes  I  made  10  to  20  or  more  years  ago. 
Perhaps  in  the  next  few  years  we  will  bring  together  our  long- 
planned  collaboration  on  this  subject. 

In  our  own  office,  Mark  Borckardt  is  in  the  home  stretch  on 
the  new  book  on  1793-1814  large  cents  based  upon  the 
manuscript  created  by  Walter  Breen.  We’re  hoping  for  a 
publication  time  of  autumn  1 997,  but  will  be  more  specific  in 
a  later  announcement.  Perhaps  behind  it  in  the  pipeline  is  a 
book  on  the  die  varieties  of  U.S.  gold  coins  1795-1834. 

In  1993  my  two-volume  set,  Silver  Dollars  and  Trade 
Dollars  of  the  United  States:  A  Complete  Encyclopedia,  was 

published,  and  soon  thereafter  it 
was  reprinted.  By  now,  several  thou¬ 
sand  sets  are  in  the  hands  of  readers. 
We’ve  been  sold  out  for  a  year  or  so. 
If  we  can  sense  a  market  demand 
for,  say,  another  1,000  sets  I  may 
issue  a  revised  version  with  updated 
(1997)  prices,  some  new  informa¬ 
tion  about  Condition  Census  and 
pedigrees  (as  among  early  silver 
dollars  1794-1804),  etc.  The  two- 
volume  hardbound  set,  with  over 
1,500  pages,  would  list  for  some¬ 
where  between  $150  and  $200. 
More  on  this  later,  once  we  decide 
what  to  do.  If  we  go  ahead,  we  ll 
probably  have  some  type  of  a  pre-publication  offer  so  as  to 
garner  advance  orders. 

So,  you  see,  there  is  a  lot  going  on  around  here.  And,  I  didn’t 
even  mention  our  future  issues  of  the  Rare  Coin  Review  and 
The  Coin  Collector,  and  an  illustrious  series  of  Grand  Format'1 
auction  catalogues.  And,  who  knows,  perhaps  a  few  other 
books  are  up  our  editorial  sleeve. 

While  I  personally  enjoy  writing,  all  of  the  preceding  involve 
quite  a  bit  of  close  coordination  and  old-fashioned  teamwork.  I 
like  to  think  that  I  am  surrounded  by  the  finest  numismatic  staff 
ever  gathered  together  in  one  place.  Thanks  for  the  help! 

Speaking  of  books,  be  sure  not  to  miss 
our  book  section  starting  on  the  next  page ! 
Knowledge  is  your  key  to  success! 


I  can  think  of  about 
1,001  fascinating 
things  in  my  career 
to  write  about,  and 
the  main  task  will 
be  to  prevent  the 
book  fom  becoming 
too  large ! 
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Numismatic 
Books  for  Sale 

Books ,  Booksy  and  More  Books 
All  at  a  Discount! 


Everybody  loves  a  winner!  And,  a  real  winner  around  here  lately  has 
been  Dave  Bowers’  brand-new  book,  American  Coin  Treasures  and 
Hoards.  And,  what  a  delightful  book  it  is!  Comments  have  been  pouring 
in.  David  Hall,  who  heads  PCGS,  recently  sent  a  fax  stating:  “Not  only 
have  you  thoroughly  entertained,  but  you  have  also  added  to  the  body  of 
rare  coin  research  knowledge.  Every  time  I  read  one  of  your  books,  it 
reminds  me  why  I  still  love  rare  coins.” 

Our  special  discount  offer — 10%  on  any  book  order,  20%  discount 
for  a  book  order  over  $100 — applies  to  all  titles  in  this  issue!  What  a  great 
offer!  And,  books  are  the  best  way  to  really  enjoy  coins! 

Dave’s  special  offer:  Would  you  like  to  spend  a  month  immersed  in 
American  coin  history  and  lore?  No  doubt,  a  university  would  charge 


$1 ,000  or  more  for  such  instruction.  Two  of  Dave’s 
favorite  rat/Zy^/^twEthehaswrittenarethesc:  (1)  The 
History  ofU.S.  Coinage,  the  award-winning  book  he 
wrote  for  The  Johns  Hopkins  University  a  few  years 
ago,  and  now  in  its  fourth  printing,  572  pages, 
hardbound,  list  $59.95;  and  (2)  the  two-volume, 
1 ,768  page  hardbound  set.  The  American  Numismatic 
Association  Centennial  History,  list  $  1 59,  which  tells  of 
the  rare  coin  hobby  and  business  for  the  past  1 00  years. 
Together,  these  books  list  for  $218.95.  With  the  20% 
discount  you  would  earn  anyway,  your  price  would  be 
a  bargain  $176.16.  However,  if  you  order  before  July 
1 5, 1997,  and  are  one  of  the  first  145  people  to  ask  for 
Dave’s  Book  Special  No.  1 17,  (as  we  do  not  have 
enough  books  to  fill  more  than  that  many  requests), 
your  price  is — would  you  believe  it!-just  $  1 49!  Postage 
is  $15  extra.  Although  these  three  large  volumes  don’t  weigh  quite  a  ton, 
they  are  really  substantial  and  heavy!  Enjoy! 

To  order  your  favorite  books,  telephone  toll-free  1-800-222-5993 
and  ask  for  me  or  my  associate  Donna  Badeau.  Charge  to  your  credit  card, 
and  your  order  will  be  sent  right  away.  Or,  mail  or  fax  the  handy  order  blank 
with  this  issue,  paying  by  personal  check  if  you  desire,  or  by  credit  card. 

Remember,  the  more  books  you  order,  the  more  fun  you  will  have!!! 


Publications  Department 


mmm 


A  Recent  Warehouse  Find! 


To  have  fun,  read  a  good  book!  And,  when  it  comes  to 
silver  dollars — the  most  popular  traditional  series  in  Ameri¬ 
can  numismatics — no  books  exceed  the  two-volume  set 
Silver  Dollars  and  Trade  Dollars  of  the  United  States:  A 
Complete  Encyclopedia,  written  by  Q.  David  Bowers  and 
published  in  1993.  This  set  is  completely  SOLD  OUT. 
Sorry  about  that!  We  hope  to  do  a  new  edition  as  soon  as  we 
can  catch  up  with  our  schedule,  possibly  in  1998  or  1999. 
The  list  price  for  a  hardbound  set  will  probably  be  in  the 
range  of  $150  to  $200. 

Good  news!  In  the  meantime,  in  our  warehouse,  we  just 
came  across  several  cartons  of  the  second-volume,  softbound 
version,  of  this  fabulous  set.  This  second  volume  covers 
Morgan  silver  dollars  1878-1921 ,  Peace  silver  dollars  1921- 
1935,  plus  Eisenhower  dollars,  Anthony  dollars,  and 
commemoratives.  Weighing  several  pounds  and  comprising 
1,067  (wow!)  pages,  this  book  is  virtually  a  library  in  itself. 
T  rue,  we  don’t  have  any  of  the  first  volume  available  (which 
covers  early  silver  dollars,  Liberty  Seated  dollars,  and  trade 
dollars).  Of  course,  if  we  had  the  first  volume  available,  we 
would  encourage  you  to  buy  it — just  for  the  wonderful 
information  it  contains. 

Meanwhile,  this  “find”  in  our  warehouse  will  keep 
you  busy  reading  for  a  week — and  having  a  good  time. 
You’ll  read  about  each  and  every  date  and  mint  of 


Morgan  and  Peace  silver  dollars,  how  many  were  made,  how 
rare  they  are  at  different  grade  levels,  and  what  the  prices 
have  been  over  the  years.  If  hoards  were  involved — as  they 
usually  were — you'll  read  about  how  the  hoards  were  found 
and  who  found  them.  Read  and  enjoy  and,  in  the  meantime, 
you’ll  become  an  expert  on  Morgan  and  Peace  silver  dollars. 
You’ll  become  a  “smart  buyer"  and  will  find  that  the  book 
will  repay  its  cost  quickly. 

All  in  all,  this  adds  up  to  one  of  the  most  valuable  books 
in  your  library.  In  fact,  we  guarantee  it  or  your  money  back! 
The  cost  is  just  $59  plus  $5  postage  and  handling,  a  value 
that  can’t  be  beat.  Once  these  are  gone,  this  is  it!  Limit:  one 
per  buyer  while  sev- 
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Handbook  of  20th- 
Century  United 
States  Gold  Coins 

By  David  Akers 
184  pages.  Illustrated. 
Special  Offer:  HB  ver¬ 
sion  at  the  SB  price. 

^  HB  (BAK-749)  Only 
$19.95 


Numismatic 

Books  for  Sale 


Hie  Complete  Guide  to  Liberty  Seated  Half  Dimes 

By  Al  Blythe 

Everything  to  know  about  half  dimes.  168  pages,  illustrated. 

►  SB  (BBL-105)  List  $29.95 

Adventures  With  Rare  Coins 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 
(Introduction  by  John  J.  Ford,  Jr. ) 

Read  about  the  history,  art,  romance,  and  investment  aspect  of 
coins.  306  pages,  illustrated. 

►  HB  (BBM-125)  List  $24.95 

American  Coin  Treasures  and  Hoards 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 
(Introduction  by  Kenneth  Bressett) 

Twenty-two  profusely  illustrated  chapters  filled  with  stories  of 
treasures  hidden,  lost,  found,  and  some  waiting  to  be  found.  456 
pages,  illustrated. 

►  HB  (BBM-404)  List  $59.95 

The  American  Numismatic  Association 
Centennial  History 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

Two  volumes  chronicle  the  history  of  the  ANA.  1,768  pages, 
illustrated. 

►  HB  (BAN-710)  List  $159 

A  Buyers’  Guide  to  Silver  Dollars  and 
Trade  Dollars  of  the  United  States 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

An  excellent  overview  of  the  denomination  for  novices  and 
experts  alike.  312  pages. 

►  SB  (BBM-402)  List  $19.95 

Buyer’s  Guide  to  United  States  Gold  Coins 

By  Q.  David  Bowers  (Foreword  by  David  Akers ) 

Describes  each  type  from  1795  onward.  122  pages,  illustrated. 

►  SB  (BBM-350)  List  $12.95 

►  HBIBBM-351)  List  $19.95 

Collecting  Coins  and  Making  Money 
A  Peek  at  the  19th  Century 

Introduction  by  Q.  David  Bowers 
Fascinating  reprints  of  illustrated  articles.  192  pages. 

►  SB  (BBM-401)  List  $29.95 

Commemorative  Coins  of  the  United  States: 

A  Complete  Encyclopedia 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

An  excellent  and  exhaustive  reference  work  on  commemoratives 
from  the  19th  century- 1991. 768  pages,  illustrated. 

►  SB  'BBM-308)  List  $39.95  ►  HB  (BBM-308A)  List  $49.95 

►  Del.  Ltd.  Edition  (BBM-308B)  List  $75 


A  Buyer’s  and 
Enthusiast’s  Guide 
to  Flying  Eagle  and 
Indian  Cents 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 
A  comprehensive  book 
on  these  very  popular  col¬ 
lecting  series.  54 1  pages. 
►  SB  (BBM-311)  List  $45.00 


I  he  History  of  United  States  Coinage 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

This  volume  covers  all  series  from  colonials  to  regular  copper 
nickel,  silver,  and  gold.  572  pages. 

►  Del.  HB  (BBM-130) 

List  $59.95 

Louis  E.  Eliasberg,  Sr.:  King  of  Coins 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 
A  wonderful  book  chronicling  the  life  of  this  magnificent 
collector  and  his  equally  faschinating  collection.  176  pages, 
illustrated.  Second  Printing. 

►  Del.  HB  (BBM-146A)  List  $62.50 


Numismatist’s  Companion  Books 

Edited  by  Q.  David  Bowers 
Anthologies  of  some  of  the  best  articles  from  past 
issues  of  the  Rare  Coin  Review.  192-224  pages 
each. 

The  Numismatist’s: 

^  BedsideCompanion — SB(BBM-200)  List  $  1 2.95 
^  Countryside  Companion — SB  (BBM-207)  List 

$12.95 

V’  Downtown  Companion — SB  (BBM-208)  List 
$12.95 

^  LakesideCompanion — SB (BBM-202)  List $12.95 
^  Topside  Companion — SB  (BBM-209)  List  $12.95 
^  TravelingCompanion — SB(BBM-210)  List  $  1 2.95 
^  WeekendCompanion — SB(BBM-206)  List $12.95 


QOM  PAN 10X1 


Action  Guides  to  United  States  Coins 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

Valuable  information  on  different  series,  from  one  of  the 
country's  most  knowledgeable  numismatists. 

K  United  States  Coins  by  Design  Types:  An  Action  Guide  for  the 
Collector  and  Investor— SB  (BBM-307)  List  $9.95 

^  United  States  Copper  Coins:  An  Action  Guide  for  the  Collector 
and  Investor  — SB  (BBM-302)  List  $9.95 

^  United  States  3 <t  and  5<tt  Pieces:  An  Action  Guide  for  the 
Collector  and  Investor — SB  (BBM-303)  List  $9.95 

United  States  Gold  Coins:  An  Illustrated  History 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

All  you  want  to  know  about  American  gold  coins.  415  pages, 
illustrated 

►  HB(BBM-135)  List  $57.95 

Virgil  Brand:  The  Man  and  His  Era, 

Profile  of  a  Numismatist 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

This  award-winning  volume  details  the  fascinating  and  almost 
unbelievable  life  of  Virgil  Brand  (1862-1926).  248  pages,  illus¬ 
trated. 

►  Deluxe  Hardbound  (BBM-140)  List  $29.00 
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Numismatic 

Books  for  Sale 


Walter  Breen’s 
Encyclopedia  of 
United  States  and 
Colonial  Proof 
Coins 

Revised  edition.  De¬ 
tails  Proof  coin  manu¬ 
facture,  characteristics 
of  various  styles  of 
Proofs,  and  more.  Year-by-year  analysis.  338  pages,  illustrated. 

►  SB  (BBR-765)  List  $29.95 

Walter  Breen's  Complete  Encyclopedia  of  U.S. 
and  Colonial  Coins 

Virtually  a  numismatic  library  in  one  book!  754  pages,  ill. 

►  HB  (BBR-764)  List  $100.00 

The  American  Numismatic  Association  Anthology 

Edited  by  Cad  WA.  Carlson  &  Michael  Hodder 
A  companion  to  the  ANA  History.  372  pages,  ill. 

►  HB  (BAN-711)  List  $65 

Standing  Liberty  Quarters 

By  J.H.  Cline 

A  comprehensive  guide  to  this  popular  series.  175  pages,  ill. 

►  SB  (BCL-700)  List  $24.95 

The  Early  Coins  of  America 

By  Sylvester  S.  Crosby 

Details  on  colonial,  state,  and  early  American  coins.  378  pages,  ill. 

►  HB  (BCR-271)  List  $45.00 

The  Cherrypickers'  Guide  To  Rare  Die  Varieties 

By  Bill  Fivaz  and  J.  T.  Stanton 
Hundreds  of  varieties  of  U.S.  coins  described  and  shown  in 
photos.  344  pages.  Profusely  illustrated. 

►  SB  (BFI-110)  List  $24.95 

^  Spiral  Bound  (BFI-110)  List  $29.95 

The  Cherrypickers  Pocket  Guide,  Top  150 

By  Bill  Fivaz  and  J.  T.  Stanton 
The  1 50  most  interesting  varieties  described  in  a  handy,  spiral 
bound  volume  that  will  fit  in  a  coat  pocket.  220  pages,  ill. 

►  SB  (BFI-114)  List  $19.95 

Getting  Your  Two  Cents  Worth 

By  Kevin  Flynn 

A  complete  guide  to  two-cent  pieces.  1 12  pages,  illustrated. 

►  SB  (BFL-114)  List  $19.95 

Paper  Money  of  the  United  States 

By  Robert  Friedberg 

The  fourteenth  edition  of  this,  an  essential  work  on  United 
States  currency.  304  pages,  illustrated. 

►  HB  (BFR-105)  List  $24.50 

A  Basic  Guide  to  United  States  Commemora¬ 
tive  Coins 

By  Michael  Hodder  and  Q.  David  Bowers 
An  action  guide  to  commemorative  coins.  165  pages,  ill. 

►  SB(BBM-309)  List  $14.95 


pages,  illustrated. 

►  Del.  HB  (BBM-145)  List  $29.95 


The  Norweb 
Collection:  An 
American  Legacy 

By  Michael  J.  Hodder 
&  Q.  David  Bowers 
The  story  of  the 
Norweb  Collection,  and 
its  formation  over  sev¬ 
eral  generations.  288 


Investing,  Collecting  &  Trading  in 
Certified  Commemoratives 

By  Harry  Laibstain 

A  must  for  anyone  who  collects  the  series. 

►  SB  (BLA-851)  List  $29.95 

►  Spit.  Bnd  (BLA-852)  List  $32.50 

The  Complete  Guide  to  Lincoln  Cents 

By  David  Lange 

Everything  you  need  to  know  about  this  series.  392  pages,  ill 

►  SB  (BLA-107)  List  $43.95 

The  Complete  Guide  to  Barber  Halves 

By  David  Lawrence 

A  comprehensive  work  on  Barber  halves.  1 12  pages,  ill. 

►  SB  (BLA  102)  List  $24.95 

Rare  Coin  Review  1969-1994:  An  Annotated 
Index  of  the  First  100  Issues 

By  Ken  Lowe 

►  SB  (BMT-100)  List  $19.95 

United  States  Copper  Cents  1816-1857 

By  Howard  R.  Newcomb 

The  standard  reference  book  on  die  varieties  of  copper  cents 
of  the  period.  312  pages,  ill. 

►  HB  (BNE-798)  List  $50.00 

Early  Half  Dollar  Die  Varieties  1794-1836 

By  Al  C.  Overton 

Photographs  of  die  varieties  include  new  discovery  pieces 
enlarged  two  diameters.  710  pages. 

►  HB(BOV-IOO)  List  $59.95 

United  States  Patterns  and  Related  Issues 

ByAndreiv  W.  Polbck  III  (Foreword  by  Q.  David  Bowers) 

This  book  completely  updates  and  revises  the  U.S.  pattern 
series.  524  pages,  illustrated. 

►  HB  (BPO-100)  List  $79.00 

The  United  States  Clad  Coinage 

By  Ginger  Rapsus 

The  volume  discusses  the  end  of  silver  coinage,  the  composi¬ 
tion  of  the  new  clad  coins,  and  gives  mintage  figures  for  all  issues 
and  dates..  174  pages,  illustrated. 

►  SB  (BRA-511)  List  $12.95 

Photograde 

By  James  F.  Ruddy 

Designated  an  official  grading  guide  by  the  ANA.  224  pages, 
illustrated. 

►  18th  Edition,  SB  (BRU-414)  List  $10.95 


Save  Up  To  20%  On  Our  Fabulous  Numismatic  Books 

Take  10%  off  all  hook  orders  up  to  $100;  take  20%  off  all  book  orders  over  $100  (off  publisher’s  prices  listed  above) 
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Penny  Whimsy 

By  William  S. 
Sheldon 

A  reprint  from 
Lorraine  Durst  of  this 
classic  by  W.S.  Sheldon. 
340  pages,  illustrated. 

►  HB  (BSH-100)  List 
S50.00 


Flying  Eagle  and  Indian  Cents 

By  Richard  A.  Snow 
Edited  by  Chris  Pilliod 

An  8-1/2  x  1 1  volume  filled  with  information  on  these  two 
popular  series.  Over  160  pages,  illustrated. 

►  SB  (BSN-724)  List  $34.50 

Bust  Half  Fever  1802-1836 

By  Edgar  E.  Souders 

A  recently  published  work  covering  all  die  varieties,  the 
background  of  the  series,  grading  collecting,  etc. 

►  HB  (BSO-752)  List  $60.00 

Encyclopedia  of  United  States  Silver  &  Gold 
Commemorative  Coins  1892-1989 

By  A.  Swiatek  dr  W.  Breen 
A  new  edition  of  this  work.  386  pages. 

►  SB  (BSW-742)  List  $29.95 


The  Standard 
Guide  to  the 
Lincoln  Cent 

By  Dr.  Sol  Taylor 
Packed  with  new,  up¬ 
dated  information  on  ev¬ 
ery  coin  in  the  series. 
Over  300  pages,  ill. 

►  SB  (BTA-404)  List 
$19.95 

New  Orleans  Mint  Gold  Coins 

By  Douglas  Winter 

►  SB  (BW1-814)  List  $19.95 

►  HB  (BW1-815)  List  $31.95 

Gold  Coins  of  the  Old  West: 

The  Carson  City  Mint 

By  Douglas  Winter  and  Dr.  Lawrence  Cutler 

►  SB  (BW1-816)  List  $19.95 

►  HB  (BWI-817)  List  $31.95 

The  Waterford  Water  Cure 

By  Q.  David  Bowers 

An  inquiry  into  counterstamped  coins  of  the  mid  1800s.  224 
pages,  illustrated. 

►  Del.  HB  (BBM-422)  List  $49.95 
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Terms  of  Sale 


1 .  Any  item  can  be  reserved  by  telephone  Monday  through 
Friday  8:30  a.m.  to  5:00  p.m.  Call  our  Direct  Sales  Depart¬ 
ment — TOLL-FREE — at  800-222-5993.  New  Hampshire 
residents  use  our  regular  line  603-569-5095. 

2.  An  order  blank  has  been  provided  for  your  convenience. 
Enclose  your  remittance,  use  our  Collector’s  Account,  or  use 
MasterCard,  Visa,  or  American  Express  (send  all  informa¬ 
tion  in  raised  print  on  your  card  including  the  issuing  bank, 
and  be  sure  to  sign  your  order).  Please  list  alternate  choices, 
if  possible  (these  will  only  be  used  if  your  first  choice  has  been 
sold  earlier). 

If  you  are  ordering  for  a  typeset,  just  put  “same  type  for 
your  second  choice.  We  will  then  send  a  coin  of  the  same 
design  type  and  of  equal  or  higher  grade  and  value  if  your  first 
choice  has  been  sold.  Please  add  $5  postage  and  handling  for 
all  orders  under  $500.  Orders  will  be  sent  insured,  either 
through  our  private  carrier  or  the  United  States  Post  Office. 

3.  Items  may  he  sent  on  open  account  if  credit  has  been 
previously  established.  Interest  will  be  charged  on  unpaid 
accounts  at  the  rate  of  1 .2%  per  month  ( 1 4%  per  annum)  after 
30  days.  Layaways  are  available.  (Call  for  further  details.) 

4.  “ORDER  IT  TODAY,  ENJOY  IT  TOMORROW:” 
Call  our  Direct  Sales  Dept,  before  1  p.m.  Eastern  time. 
Charge  your  order  to  Visa,  Mastercard,  or  American  Express; 
or  ifyou  have  established  credit,  ask  for  the  coins  on  approval. 
We  will  need  your  street  address  (not  box  address)  for  Federal 
Express  delivery.  This  service  is  FREE  (on  request)  for  orders 
of  5500  or  more;  just  $10  for  orders  under  $500.  Ask  about 
our  rates  for  express  book  shipping. 

j.  GUARANTEE:  Any  item  nor  satisfactory  for  any  reason, 
including  grading,  may  be  returned  within  30  days  of  receipt 
/coins  certified  by  ANACS,  PCGS,  NGC,  etc.  have  a  return 
privilege  of  seven  [7]  days).  Exceptions:  Bullion  coins,  dealer- 
ro-dealer  transactions,  convention  sales,  or  coins  for  which 
the  price  is  negotiated,  for  which  sales  are  final.  Coins  sent  in 
sealed  holders  issued  by  grading  services  must  be  returned 


untampered  with  and  in  the  same  sealed  holders  for  the 
guarantee  to  be  effective. 

Grading  is  a  subjective  description  that  represents  the 
opinion  of  the  cataloguer  as  to  the  state  of  preservation  of  a 
particular  item.  All  such  terms,  including  adjectival  and  nu¬ 
merical  descriptions  ofcoins  and  paper  money,  are  the  opinion 
of  the  cataloguer  and  are  not  an  attribution.  No  warranty, 
whether  expressed  or  implied,  is  made  with  respect  to  such 
adjectival  or  numerical  descriptions  which  can  and  do  vary 
among  experts.  Further,  the  interpretation  of  various  pub¬ 
lished  standards  has  changed  over  a  period  of  time.  However, 
it  has  been  our  experience  (dating  to  1953)  that  our  conserva¬ 
tive  grading  and  reasonable  prices  have  pleased  countless 
thousands  of  discriminating  numismatists.  In  the  process  we 
have  built  what  is  probably  the  most  successful  rare  coin 
dealership  in  the  world  today.  Q.  David  Bowers  is  a  minor 
stockholder  in  the  Professional  Coin  Grading  Service  (PCGS) 

All  items  are  guaranteed  authentic  (any  coin  proved  to  be 
otherwise  will  be  accepted  for  a  refund  of  the  money  paid,  or 
a  replacement,  at  our  option,  without  further  liability). 

6.  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  and/or  staff  members  are 
members  of  the  Professional  Numismatists  Guild,  American 
Numismatic  Association  (life  members),  the  American  Nu¬ 
mismatic  Society,  and  other  leading  numismatic  organiza¬ 
tions  . 

Q.  David  Bowers  served  as  president  of  the  Professional 
Numismatists  Guild  1 977- 1 979  and  president  of  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Numismatic  Association  1983-1985.  Other  staff  mem¬ 
bers  have  likewise  been  active  in  the  numismatic  hobby  and 
profession  for  many  years. 

7.  All  coins  are  kept  in  bank  vaults.  We  maintain  no  over- 
the-counter  facilities.  We  do  attend  certain  national  and 
regional  conventions  and  are  pleased  to  meet  our  clients  in 
person  there.  We  are  as  close  as  your  telephone  or  mailbox 
and  invite  your  inquiries  on  any  numismatic  subject  of 
interest  to  you. 


8.  As  the  future  is  unknown,  no  guarantee,  implicit  or 
expressed,  is  made  concerning  the  investment  performance, 
quality,  or  merchantability  of  any  coin  or  its  price  in  the 
future.  Market  prices  are  determined  by  supply  and  demand. 
Moreover,  grading  interpretations  may  change  over  a  period 
of  time.  It  is  possible  for  prices  to  go  down  as  well  as  up. 

9.  All  transactions  are  deemed  to  take  place  in  New  Hamp¬ 
shire  as  the  place  of  venue,  under  Carroll  County  and  New 
Hampshire  State  laws. 

1 0.  This  catalogue  supersedes  all  previous  prices  and  special 
offers.  While  we  have  made  an  effort  to  avoid  typographical 
errors,  we  cannot  be  responsible  for  errors  which  may  occur. 

Staff 

•  Chairman  of  the  Board  &  Editor,  Rare  Coin  Review — 

Q.  David  Bowers 

•  President — Raymond  N.  Merena 

•  Direct  Sales  Dept. — Mark  Borckardr,  Senior  Numismatist ; 
Gail  Watson,  Numismatic  Associate;  Chris  Karstedt,  Marketing 
Director. 

•Auction  Dept. — Richard  A.  Bagg,  Ph.  D.,  Director;  Andrew 
W.  Pollock  111,  Professional  Numismatist;  Beth  O.  Piper,  Tricia 
Toepper. 

•  Research  Dept. — Mark  Borckardt,  Q.  David  Bowers,  Raymond 
N.  Merena,  Andrew  W.  Pollock  III. 

•Graphics  Dept. — Jennifer  Mecrs,  Manager;  Robin  Edgerly. 
Roberta  French,  Doug  Plasencia,  Manager,  Photography 
Department. 

•Administration — -John  Babalis,  Operations  Manager;  C  \  ntlii.i 
LaCarbonara,  Carolyn  Craiguc,  Maggie  Kcttler,  Donna  A.  Badcau. 
Rosalie  Minnerly,  Debbie  McDonald. 

•Publications  Dept. — John  Babalis,  Mary  Focci. 

•  Financial  Department  I  )onald  I  I  Snyder,  C.P.A.,  (  ontivller. 
Laurel  A.  Morrill,  Natalie  Smith. 


76 


Rare  Coin  Review  No.  I  1 


A  Once  in  a  Lifetime  Event 


mam 


The  Louis  E.  Eliasberg,  Sr.  Collection 

History  in  Your  Hands 

I  (Chris  Karstedt)  have  just  returned  from  one  of  the  most  memorable  auction  sales 
ol  all  time.  I’m  sure  you’ve  been  aware  of  our  relationship  with  The  Louis  E.  Eliasberg, 

Sr.,  Collection  which  started  in  1982  with  the  sale  of  the  gold  portion  of  the  cabinet. 

Over  the  course  of  the  last  year,  we  have  offered  the  remainder  of  the  collection  in  two 
parts,  May  1996  and  April  1997 — both  sales  making  numismatic  history  with  coins 
crossing  the  million  dollar  mark.  To  have  been  there — actually  sitting  at  the  podium 
(as  I  do  in  many  of  our  auction  sales)  is  a  feeling  I  will  never  forget.  The  importance 
and  quality  o(  the  collection  coupled  with  the  excitement  and  enthusiasm  of  the  collec¬ 
tors,  dealers,  media,  etc.,  bonded  together  all  those  in  attendance  forever. 

Now  that  it  is  all  said  and  done,  coins  that 
were  once  part  of  the  only  complete  col¬ 
lection  of  U.S.  coins  ever  assembled  have 
made  their  way  into  the  collecting  com¬ 
munity  to  be  appreciated  by  many  new 
generations  of  collectors.  Of  course,  Mr. 


Louis 


From  the 

is  E.  Eliasberg,  3r-G° 


Chris  Karstedt  (left)  and  Cynthia 
LaCarbonara  at  the  podium  dur¬ 
ing  our  record-breaking  sale  of  The 
Louis  E.  Eliasberg,  Sr.,  Collection. 


U.S.  Proof  Set 
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Eliasberg  was  a  diligent  collector  who  continued  to  purchase  modern  is¬ 
sues,  mint  sets.  Proof  sets,  etc.,  until  the  time  of  his  death  in  1976.  In  that 
light,  I  have  a  special  offer  just  for  you. 

As  I  was  sitting  at  the  podium  during  the  Monday  afternoon  session,  I 
noted  that  lot  3008  would  be  a  perfect  opportunity  for  many  collectors  on 
our  mailing  list  (who  could  not  attend  the  sale  in  person)  to  own  their  own 
piece  of  The  Louis  E.  Eliasberg,  Sr.,  Collection.  It  included  the  many  mod¬ 
ern  mint  sets  and  Proof  sets  Mr.  Eliasberg  continued  to  add  to  his  collec¬ 
tion  in  later  years.  Wouldn’t  our  Bowers  and  Merena  “family’’  want  the 
first  opportunity  to  acquire  these  pieces  with  the  all-important  Eliasberg 
pedigree.  Of  course  they  would — and  in  due  course — Bowers  and  Merena 
Galleries  was  the  successful  bidder  on  Lot  3008!  Soon  after  returning 
home,  we  had  an  impressive  8"  by  10"  gold-imprinted,  custom  holder 
commissioned.  Now,  we  present  you  with  this  very  special  offer. 

You  can  own  a  piece  of  history  by  purchasing  one  of  these  magnificent 
custom  holders  showcasing  an  original  Eliasberg  Collection  Proof  set  or  Special  Mint  set  originally  crossing  the 
auction  block  as  part  of  Lot  3008  in  the  April  1997  sale  of  The  Louis  E.  Eliasberg,  Sr.,  Collection.  Each  custom  holder 
comes,  with  a  certificate  of  authenticity  attesting  to  the  pedigree  of  the  coins,  signed  by  Q.  David  Bowers  and  Raymond 
N.  Merena.  This  handsome  and  impressive  display  is  yours  for  just  $69  (plus  $5  postage).  We  have  a  total  of  only  9 
custom  sets  available  and  they  will  be  sold  on  a  first-come,  first-served  basis.  Call  Gail  Watson  today  to  reserve  yours.  Be 
sure  to  let  her  know  your  Is',  2ntl  and  3rd  choice  of  date.  Limit  one  order  per  household. 


•  uv  Rowers  and  Merena,  Inc- 

Auctions  by  ^l99l 
From  3008 


Proof  Sets  are  available  in  the  following  dates: 
1968-S,  1969-S,  1970-S,  1971-S,  1972-S 

Special  Mint  Sets  are  available  in  these  dates: 

1965, 1966, 1967 


P.S.  More  Eliasberg  sets  will  be  available  in  the  next  issue  but  these  are  the  only  ones  that  will  be  offered  in  the  custom  holder. 


